February 27, 2025

The Honorable Dudley Hoskins
Under Secretary for Marketing & Regulatory Programs
United States Department of Agriculture

Dear Under Secretary Hoskins,

We write to express our continued support for USDA’s ongoing work to research and manage
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). CWD is a fatal neurodegenerative disease impacting multiple
cervid species including deer, elk, and moose. CWD negatively impacts cervid populations,
reduces hunting opportunities, compromises wildlife management funding models, and poses a
potential human health risk in at least 36 U.S. states.

Research at the National Wildlife Research Center, grants to States and Tribes for CWD
management and response, indemnification of affected captive herds, and the CWD Herd
Certification Program are all important components of a comprehensive response to this growing
challenge.

We appreciate USDA’s recent efforts to support the conservation community. As you assume
management of the Department’s CWD efforts, we respectfully request:

e Timely distribution of Congressionally appropriated funding for CWD State and Tribal
CWD research and management through a competitive grant process.

e Full implementation of Congressionally appropriated funding for USDA’s CWD research
activities, with a focus on research that has a direct application to wild cervids.

e Review and implementation of the CWD Herd Certification Program, as directed by the
CWD Research and Management Act of 2022.

Thank you for your continued partnership with the conservation community and we welcome the
opportunity to discuss these requests in detail at your convenience.
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