[bookmark: _GoBack]THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY
SECTION REPRESENTATIVE NOMINEE FORM

Congratulations on being nominated for consideration as a Section Representative to The Wildlife Society’s Council. To help facilitate the nomination process by the Section, please complete this form by February 1, 2025: 
 			CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
Nominee for: _____Northwest_____________SECTION
Personal Data:  place of birth
Born:  Mason City, Iowa  
Education:  Degree(s), major(s), college(s) or university(ies), and date(s).
Ph.D., Wildlife Biology, Colorado State University, 2007
M.S., Wildlife Resources, University of Idaho, 1998
B.S., Biology-Fish and Wildlife Emphasis, Montana State University, 1995
Present Position:  Title, employer, and date started.
Director and Professor, Wildlife Biology Program, University of Montana, 2015 - present
Former Positions:  Title, employer, and dates for each (up to 5).
Assistant Director for Wildlife and Natural Resources, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2012-2015
Mammals Research Leader, Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 2009-2012
Wildlife Researcher, Colorado Division of Wildlife, 1999-2009
[bookmark: _Hlk27047174]Wildlife Society Activities:  TWS Member since (year); certification (year); and chapter, section and Society committees, offices, etc. (limit to 10 entries).
TWS Member since 1996
Certified Wildlife Biologist (2005) – recertified multiple times and currently certified
Executive Board Member, Montana Chapter of TWS, 2022 – 2025 (served as president-elect, president, and past president)
TWS Certification Program Review Advisory Committee, 2024
Executive Board Member, Colorado Chapter of TWS, 2001 – 2005 (served as regional rep, president-elect, president, and past president)
Organized and led multiple state chapter annual conferences and workshops in Montana and Colorado
Student Awards/Scholarships Chair, Colorado Chapter of TWS, 2005 – 2009
Editorial Advisory Board, The Wildlife Professional, 2008 – 2010 
Membership Chair, Biometrics Working Group, 2009-2010
Jim McDonough Award Committee, 2001
Other Professional Affiliations:  List up to 7.
National Association of University Fisheries and Wildlife Programs (served 6 years on Executive Board as president elect [2016-2017], president [2018-2019], and past president [2020-2021])
Boone and Crockett Club, Professional Member, 2016 – present 
National Cooperators Coalition (NCC), Steering Committee Member, 2015 – present 
· (NCC Steering Committee purpose is to advocate for federal funding for USGS Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Units and provide broad-level programmatic oversight)
Teller Wildlife Refuge, Executive Board Member, 2019 – present 
Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, Honorary Lifetime Member (2015 – present)
International Wildlife Film Festival/Missoula Roxy Theatre, Executive Board Member, 2016 – present
· Primary role is to help oversee and implement the longest-running wildlife film festival in the world
Leadership Experience (professional and organizations): Include position and describe leadership skills/knowledge developed (up to 5)
Director, Wildlife Biology Program, University of Montana (2015-present): Responsible for all oversight and implementation of an interdisciplinary academic degree program comprised of faculty and staff from two colleges and the UM research office.  Program includes 26 faculty, ~330 undergraduate students and ~65 graduate students (MS and PhD).  
Interim Dean, Franke College of Forestry and Conservation, University of Montana (2020):  Administered and lead the College beginning in March 2020 when the global pandemic occurred, during a period of transition between outgoing dean and search for new dean.  
Assistant Director for Wildlife and Natural Resources, Colorado Parks and Wildlife (2012-2015):  Responsible for managing the largest branch of CPW which comprised aquatic, hatchery, terrestrial, real estate, and water sections.  Supervised (directly and indirectly) 208-225 full time professional employees and hundreds of temporary employees and volunteers.  Oversaw a $25 M base annual budget and 4 statewide programs with legislative appropriations totaling an additional $15 M in annual funding.  
President, National Association of University Fisheries and Wildlife Programs (2018-2019):  Led NAUFWP through a strategic planning process and revamped website.  Worked closely with TWS leadership in development of a MOU.  Led NAUFWP advocacy efforts for federal funding for Coop Units, Science Centers, and other programs relevant to fish and wildlife programs.  
National Conservation Leadership Institute (NCLI) and Western Conservation Leadership Development Program (WCLDP): Graduated from Cohort 9 of NCLI (2014-15); Coach for WCLDP’s Fundamentals of Western Conservation Leadership course (2023-24); serve on WCLDP’s Advisory Council (2024-present) 
Principal Professional Interests:  Making a substantive impact on conservation at the intersection of administration, science, and management. Research interests: ungulate ecology with nutrition emphasis. 

Views:  Limit of 250 words.
I am motivated to run for the Northwest Section Representative to TWS Council as a way to give back to the Society that has been instrumental in my professional development as a student and professional.  I believe I am now in a position where I can effectively represent TWS members across the Northwest Section as a member on Council, having accumulated leadership experience through service on the Executive Boards of both Montana and Colorado Chapters of TWS and through service on various TWS committees over the past 25 years.  I have also gained valuable insights from holding leadership positions at both a university (University of Montana) and state wildlife agency (Colorado Parks and Wildlife).  
If elected, I would be committed to representing the voices of professionals and students across the Northwest Section on TWS Council.  Additionally, I would make a point to work in concert with the NW Section Executive Board to help strengthen member involvement at the section level, which is challenging given the large, complex geography.  
More broadly, I believe The Wildlife Society is as important now as ever given the threats to species conservation in North America, especially as science has become increasingly politicized.  I believe wildlife conservation and management must continually be informed by strong science (both biological and social) and implemented through meaningful collaboration and partnership.  I further believe TWS must continue to exercise leadership in concert with academia and employers to promote a more diverse workforce that is representative of the society we serve.  
Photo:  Attach a “head and shoulders” photograph (ideally in .jpg, .jpeg or .tif format)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please provide the following information and return with the requested biographical data and photograph:
Name               Chad Bishop                                                                                              ____________________
(Print name exactly as you want it to appear in the eWildlifer and on the official ballot if selected as one of the two candidates for your section.)
Address 
Business:	        32 Campus Drive, Forestry 312                                                                       _________
        Missoula, MT 59812                                                                           ________________
Home:    	         3021 Loraine Drive                                                                             ________________
         Missoula, MT  59803                                                                          ________________
Telephone:  Business:     970-237-1769            ___ __               Home:     970-237-1769                  _______
E-mail:           chad.bishop@umontana.edu_________________________________________________  
