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Nebraska Chapter of the Wildlife Society
2nd Quarterly Board Meeting
Tuesday, May 20, 2025

Call to Order
The second quarter Board Meeting of 2025 was called to order at 1:03 PM by NETWS President Matthew Gruntorad. 

Board Members present included:
· Past-President: Sarah Nevison
· President: Matthew Gruntorad
· President-Elect: Jessica Tapp
· Secretary: Amelia Baker
· Treasurer: Katherine Graham
· Members At-Large: Katie Boden, Shelley Steffl

Board Members not present included: 
· Members At-Large: Teresa Frink, Ben Wheeler

Secretary’s Report
Minutes from the 1st Quarter Board Meeting and the 2025 Annual Business Meeting were uploaded to the NETWS website. Secretary Amelia Baker went over the highlights of the 1st Quarter Board Meeting minutes, and there were no additional questions. Motion to approve minutes was made by Sarah Nevison at 1:12 PM, seconded by Katherine Graham, and approved unanimously. 

Treasurer’s Report
The NETWS 2025 Progress Report Excel spreadsheet (attached) was screen-shared by Treasurer Katherine Graham.
· NETWS is on track with expenses. 
· The auction that took place at the 2025 Annual Meeting exceeded the expected amount at ~$7,250 (including the CMPS auction income). 
· NETWS has spent ~$13,000 so far in 2025.
· An anonymous donor donated an additional $500 for the Student Travel Award Expense. This resulted in $1,000 in total, including the regularly budgeted expense from NETWS, being sent to CMPS. Future discussion is necessary with CMPS to clarify that the money should go to a NE student, if one applies, and then to any prospective student wanting to attend the national conference, if a NE student doesn’t apply. Katherine should be present during this discussion with CMPS. 
· A brief history of the budget was requested due to new members being present. An overview of the checking, PayPal, savings, and Joe Gabig CD was discussed. The savings account includes a year of operating expenses. The PayPal account is partly for auction payments, and for paying membership dues to the chapter.  

Motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by Matthew Gruntorad, seconded by Shelley Steffl, and approved unanimously at 1:26 PM. 

CMPS Board Member
Due to the new structure of the Central Mountain and Plains Section Board Members, a representative from Nebraska must serve on the section board. Matthew Gruntorad gave a brief update to newcomers on this issue. CMPS recommends that the person in the position attend the TWS National Meeting in October, if possible, but this is unlikely. The position must be served for 2 years. Members discussed the following ideas,
· NETWS President appointing an At-Large Board Member with the responsibility and keeping the CMPS position with that Board Member position for the foreseeable future.
· Having the current NETWS President serve the CMPS position. 
· Amelia Baker is interested in attending the national conference, but as Secretary feels she has enough responsibilities. 
· Jessica Tapp and Sarah Nevison, due to personal reasons, are unable to attend the conference.
Since this position is new to the NETWS chapter and there’s no one they know of that is attending the national meeting, the Board ultimately decided that President Matthew Gruntorad would serve in the position for the first two years, or until further discussion warrants a change. Matthew agreed to make it an agenda item in future Board Meetings with updates from attending meetings on the CMPS Board. 

Committee Reports
Nominating
New Nominating Committee Chair Sarah Nevison did not have any updates. Sarah plans on meeting with Andy Little to determine how he fulfilled the role and how the process works. 

Membership
Membership Committee Chair Shaun Dunn was not present for the meeting, and an update was not provided.

Programs
Programs Committee Chair Jessica Tapp is new to her role this year. The Board discussed how to approach the next Annual Business Meeting. The Board decided that instead of having an annual meeting in February 2026, to have a joint meeting with the Nebraska Natural Legacy Conference in fall 2026. Mentions of the idea were talked about in passing with the coordinator of the conference, Oliva DeRugna, who was interested in the idea. Sarah Nevison and Amelia Baker thought it was a good idea to get that in writing, but to hold off on any meetings until the revision of NE Natural Legacy Project is finished. 




Katherine Graham was concerned about how to get the next year’s budget approved if there isn’t an annual business meeting to have members vote in February. The Board needs to review the by-laws to confirm if there’s particulars on how Membership approves the budget, but since voting occurred during the COVID-19 pandemic online, there must be a way, even if less members attend an online meeting. 

Conservation Review
Conservation Review Committee Chair Jenny Prenosil was not present during the Board Meeting, but provided an update. Jenny is urgently requesting help with chairing the committee, in the form of a co-chair. Katherine, Matthew, and Amelia expressed being more active in the committee due an interest in policy work through the chapter. Sarah Nevison offered that the Board contact the persons that previously chaired the committee for their thoughts. Due to the line item in the budget for Policy Work, a meeting should be held to craft and plan for the spring legislative session in 2026. A previous chair, Matt Steffl, is considering co-chairing. 

Letters in opposition to LB264 and LB638 to divert funds from the Nebraska Environmental Trust (NET) were mailed to the Nebraska Legislature Appropriations Committee on April 30, 2025. Matthew Gruntorad thanked Sarah Nevison for bringing it to his attention, and thanked everyone who provided comments on the draft letter.

The discussion shifted to obtaining a lobbyist for the chapter, such as attempting to work with Audubon or the National Wildlife Federation and have them represent the chapter. The Board agreed to get a Conservation Review Committee meeting together ASAP to discuss what to do next. Concern was expressed that if the money set aside in the 2025 budget isn’t spent what opinions Membership may express. However, being able to explain to Membership the plan is better than nothing in the long run. 

Information and Education
Although there is no Chair for this Committee, Ava Britton, a member of Matthew Gruntorad’s human dimensions lab is putting together a newsletter for the membership. There is no news yet on when the first one will be, or how often they will go out, but this is exciting!

Awards
Award Committee Chair Andy Little was not present during the Board Meeting, but Matthew Gruntorad gave a report. Tom Malmstrom who received an award at the Annual Business meeting will receive his award next week at a wetland meeting. The plaque has been paid for according to the Treasurer. There’s a cumulative list of past awardees somewhere, likely in the Google Drive or website, or an email from Andy Little.


Certification 
An update was not given for this Committee. 

Old Business
UNL CASNR Banquet
Katherine Graham, Amelia Baker, and Will Inselman attended the banquet, although there are other NETWS present, but not representing the chapter. Katherine suggested to continue attending, but to have a booth, due to the high levels of conversation occurring near the booth area, and not at the reserved tables. The Board supported attending the banquet in the future. 

Western Bat Working Group Conference
Shelley Steffl attended the conference in California earlier this year. She expressed her thanks to the Board for the sponsorship donation from the chapter, and that it was a fantastic learning experience and well worth the trip. 

Student Engagement Task Force
· Chadron State - Shelley Steffl. Shelley met with the students, who are also apart of the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, the history of NETWS and CMPS. 
· UNK - No official liaison and needs one. Likely liaison is Dr. Melissa Wuellner. Matthew Gruntorad will reach out to Jenny Prenosil who previously attended UNK for ideas on a liaison. 
· UNL - Amelia Baker, Andy Little, and John Carroll.
· Wayne State - Sarah Nevison and Dr. Mark Hammer.

New Business
Strategic Plan Update
The Board agreed that there must be a plan somewhere, likely in the Google Drive or old emails to review. The plan, if it exists, should be located and reviewed for responsibilities of some sort. Sarah may have found something in her email from 2023.

By-Laws Updates
Matthew Gruntoard provided a brief history to new Board Members on the wish to update the NETWS by-laws. There is a marked up document from 5 years ago that will be emailed to the Board for their comments, but by the next quarterly board meeting, Matthew would like to have distributed his edits and comments to the Board. The changes are needed largely due to the need to make the by-laws less restrictive when it comes to roles and responsibilities of the President(s). According to Matthew, the TWS National chapter has a template for by-laws.

Board Members Access Google Drive
Amelia Baker has had plans to go through the NETWS Google Drive, but wanted to clarify with the Board on who has access to it. There are no set rules on the drive, and the link was shared with the Board in the chat to confirm access capabilities and request access.





TWS Section and Chapter Emails from TWS National
Matthew Gruntorad, Jessica Tapp, and Amelia Baker brought the recent emails from TWS National to the Board for their awareness on a new position with TWS National that appears to be trying to increase communication between the chapters and sections across the country. Based on a largely attended meeting by TWS members across the country, there are shared problems members are running into, and efforts are underway to try and bring people together for further discussion.

Action Items
· Matthew Gruntorad submit form to CMPS about the NE role on the CMPS Board by the end of May 2025.
· Sarah Nevison to meet with Andy Little in the fall 2025 regarding responsibilities for the Nominating Committee.
· Get the Conservation Review Committee together for a meeting to make a plan.
· Matthew Gruntorad to check the by-laws regarding membership voting for the budget, in-lieu of an in-person meeting in February 2026.
· Matthew Gruntoard to change the password associated with the NETWS Google Drive and put it somewhere easily accessible by the Board.
· Matthew Gruntorad and others to review the by-laws before the 3rd Quarter Board Meeting. 
· Matthew Gruntoard to send out a “when-to-meet” for the 3rd Quarter Board Meeting. 
· Board Members plan to hopefully attend the Nebraska Natural Legacy Conference in October for the 4th Quarter Board Meeting.

Adjournment
2:57 PM
A motion to adjourn was made by At-Large Board Member Shelley Steffl, seconded by President-Elect Jessica Tapp, and approved unanimously, and the meeting was adjourned at 2:57 PM.

P.S. Shelley Steffl found the original gavel!

Attachments
2nd Quarterly Board Meeting Agenda
NETWS 2025 Progress Report Excel Spreadsheet
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