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The Wildlife Society’s Conservation Affairs Network supports communication, collaboration, and coordination on 
policy engagement across our organization and participating chapters, sections, and working groups. The monthly 
CAN Newsletter highlights policy issues occurring at local, regional, and national levels, and provides opportunities 

for wildlife professionals to engage with those issues. 

 
TWS Conservation Affairs Network, 

We’re less than two months into 2025, yet this has already been a challenging year for wildlife 
professionals. Recent executive orders and other policies initiated by the Trump administration have led 
to confusion among the conservation community and uncertainty around issues like federal funding for 
conservation programs and staffing of the agencies charged with conserving wildlife and their habitats on 
federal lands. This serves as a strong reminder of the importance of using your voice to advocate for 
wildlife science and the work of wildlife professionals. Decision makers need to hear about the impacts of 
these actions on their constituents and the communities they serve. 

In a recent message to TWS members, President Art Rogers and our CEO Ed Arnett noted TWS’ 
continuing commitment to supporting our members through challenging and uncertain times. If your work 
as a wildlife professional is being impacted by administrative changes and policies, keeping TWS 
informed of your experiences will enable our organization to be more targeted and responsive in our 
advocacy efforts. TWS has been working closely with other professional societies and partner 
organizations to identify opportunities for engagement with the new administration. We have already 
submitted a letter to the Secretary of the Interior expressing the importance of wildlife professionals in 
managing public lands, and are working to craft messaging on this issue for the President. This 
correspondence will be added to the policy library as it’s completed. 

I encourage you to contact your elected officials and urge them to support conservation professionals in 
their states and districts. Recognizing that many of our members are in a position where they may not feel 
comfortable engaging with offices directly, I hope CACs will see this as an opportunity to engage on 
behalf of those individuals. Below are some resources to support your engagement and help you stay 
informed. If there are other resources you’ve found useful please let me know so I can share them with 
other CAN participants in future newsletters. 

Thank you for the work you do not only to conserve wildlife but to support your fellow wildlife 
professionals. 

Sincerely, 

Kelly 

Take Action 
●​ How to find and contact your members of Congress (MOC) 
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https://tws1.my.salesforce-sites.com/o_portal_policylibraryindex_public
https://wildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Contact-your-Member-of-Congress.docx.pdf


 

●​  Phone call script tell your MOC to support conservation professionals (This can be easily 
modified to mention specific programs/agencies or to address elected officials at the state or local 
level. You can also use this text in an email or letter if you prefer written correspondence with 
your MOC. Please reach out if you’d like help modifying this template or crafting letters to your 
MOC) 

●​ Interested in meeting with your MOC? Reach out to TWS staff for help scheduling office meetings 

Tools and Resources 
●​ TWS Position Statement on the Use of Science in Policy and Management Decisions 
●​  TWS Position Statement on Workforce Diversity in the Wildlife Profession 
●​  USFWS press release and corresponding survey results from the ’22 National Survey of Fishing, 

Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation (empowered wildlife professionals result in 
well-managed wildlife populations, a huge economic benefit to the country that you can 
emphasize in your messaging). 

○​   Additional analyses on the economic impacts of fish and wildlife published by Southwick 
Associates 

Stay Informed 
●​ Policy News Headlines Ecological Society of America 
●​ Top Headlines Society of Environmental Journalists 
●​  U.S. Government Information Weekly Roundup UC San Diego 

Engagement Opportunities 
Connect with committee members in the U.S. House and Senate – Member assignments 
have been made for House and Senate committees with jurisdiction over the programs and 
agencies most relevant to TWS’ scope of policy engagement. Use this template letter to 
formally introduce yourself to your member(s) of Congress serving on these committees. 
Committee rosters are available for: 

●​ House Committee on Natural Resources 
●​ House Committee on Appropriations (Interior and Agriculture subcommittees) 
●​ Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works 
●​ Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
●​ Senate Committee on Appropriations (Interior and Agriculture subcommittees) 

 
Please reach out to Kelly for help finding staff contact information for your MOC. Staff contact: 
Kelly O’Connor 
 

CAC Activities 
Western Section comments on offshore wind planning in California – The Western Section 
of The Wildlife Society provided comments to the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management on its 
California Offshore Wind Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS). The planning 
area covered in the PEIS includes five lease areas offshore Northern and Central California. 
The intent of the PEIS is to identify programmatic mitigation measures to lessen the 
environmental impacts of offshore wind energy development in these lease areas. However, the 
Section’s comments emphasize the lack of information available in the PEIS to adequately 
assess the efficacy of proposed mitigation measures as they relate to impacts to wildlife. They 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/12_miQi7b82T16jR3uPeqppWZQarNHWd0OIdUZbTJi44/edit?usp=sharing
https://wildlife.org/tws-standing-position-the-use-of-science-in-policy-and-management-decisions/
https://wildlife.org/tws-standing-position-workforce-diversity-within-the-wildlife-profession/
https://www.fws.gov/press-release/2023-10/americans-spent-394b-hunting-fishing-and-wildlife-associated-activities-22#:~:text=These%20activities%20represent%20an%20economic,every%205%20years%20since%201955.
https://www.fws.gov/program/national-survey-fishing-hunting-and-wildlife-associated-recreation-fhwar
https://www.southwickassociates.com/what-we-do/economic-insights/
https://esa.org/esablog/policy-news-headlines/#Executive
https://www.sej.org/headlines/list
https://ucsd.libguides.com/usgov/roundup
https://docs.google.com/document/d/155pmTd_rfp-CRf68ag5oYVkhz_KU7MSe/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107603053496495885194&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://naturalresources.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=416880
https://appropriations.house.gov/about/membership
https://appropriations.house.gov/subcommittees/interior-environment-and-related-agencies-0
https://appropriations.house.gov/subcommittees/agriculture-rural-development-food-and-drug-administration-and-related-agencies/member-list
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-republican?ID=5A9BB438-F5C7-4EFE-A944-EB07A2B6124A
https://www.energy.senate.gov/2025/2/lee-heinrich-announce-enr-subcommittee-assignments
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/about/members
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/subcommittees/interior-environment-and-related-agencies
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/subcommittees/agriculture-rural-development-food-and-drug-administration-and-related-agencies
mailto:koconnor@wildlife.org
https://tws1.my.salesforce-sites.com/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015Qj000006qGbVIAU
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/14/2024-26424/notice-of-availability-of-the-california-offshore-wind-draft-programmatic-environmental-impact


 

also point to unacceptable severe impacts to ESA-listed species identified by the PEIS, and 
conclude that additional research is needed to reduce the uncertainty around these potential 
impacts. CAC contact: Lisa Fields  
 
Leadership opportunity in Section Conservation Affairs Committee – The Northwest 
Section seeks a member interested in serving as Section Conservation Affairs Committee 
Chair. Section CAC Chairs communicate policy engagement activities and issues of interest 
from across the section’s jurisdiction to the section’s board, provide coordination and support to 
chapter CACs, and meet every other month with TWS staff and other section CAC Chairs to 
coordinate on regional and national policy issues. Please reach out to Kelly if you have any 
questions about this opportunity or are interested in serving as a Section Chair. Staff contact: 
Kelly O’Connor 
 

Activity updates, success stories, and CAC Contact information – Does your CAC have a success story to tell? Is a 
new partnership developing at your organization unit? Do you have a new CAC Chair? Send it in! Let the CAN hear 

about it and help you in your work. Email koconnor@wildlife.org  
 

Federal Updates 
TWS addresses the importance of federal agency grant, loan, and financial assistance 
programs to wildlife professionals – At the end of January, the Office of Management and 
Budget issued a memorandum suspending federal agency grant, loan and other financial 
assistance programs. That memo was rescinded a few days later. In response to the memo 
and its rescission, TWS submitted a letter to President Trump and federal agency 
leadership on the importance of federal grants and multi-year cooperative agreements in 
achieving our Society's mission of empowering wildlife professionals, as well as the harm 
caused by an abrupt freeze in this funding.  
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service announces $1.3 billion in Wildlife and Sport Fish 
Restoration grant funds for fiscal year 2025 – In mid-January, USFWS announced over 
$1.3 billion dollars in apportionments to states, commonwealths, and territories in FY25 to 
support “their efforts to fund conservation and connect people with nature”. Funds are 
distributed through the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration grants program, which in turn is 
funding via the Wildlife Restoration Act and the Sport Fish Restoration Act. Since their inception, 
these two bills have provided over $71 billion in funding to state fish and wildlife agencies. 
 
Cancellation of first U.S. National Nature Assessment – The First National Nature 
Assessment, which was announced in 2022 and began initial development since 2023, was 
cancelled by the Trump administration in late January. The intent of the assessment was to 
“assess the status, observed trends, and future projections of America’s lands, waters, wildlife, 
biodiversity, and ecosystems and the benefits they provide, including connections to the 
economy, public health, equity, climate mitigation and adaptation, and national security.”  
 
Organizations commit to defending scientific integrity, championing the work of 
researchers and educators – TWS signed a recent letter led by the United Science Alliance 
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mailto:conservation@tws-west.org
mailto:koconnor@wildlife.org
mailto:koconnor@wildlife.org
https://d2vj8q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/I9+113/d2Vj8q04/VW2BMC59jnjFN4rVxCkWm1pbW5VG-2S5rTL35N63y6mR5kBVqW69t95C6lZ3nTW5q9Vg56Hz2MTW8Xf-Jz32-X3QW3xvfmW4WVS0XN3LDYf-rsPfMN8J3zJY3KNdgW44v14k30dtsRW2PDRtw5Bc0HWW4lbQB08SdQyWW2K29K-6xMxxHW831PM08dmgSGTd4_H2LZsVkN7jTG5SSrK0jW62_02r3mTtjKW8j10DK84_MRpW3l7MFV5t-ghZW3n77QZ5-BHfsW5ZsL2p7wRkbGW7CTG5z3LhYwNN6G3ZNkbRSq1W5BW1St7112-KW4sjrn46Q43MKW3tJBWq3YBCqgW3T83yc3VQm6YW8VZdWg215KG2W6J3bRF4jqGK5W4ZJGwZ65-xlTW7MRxZG91-rl6W60-B0J54vPlqW8Md2bM8H5d6YV67dW83fcBKrW9bn9ml7kdWjyW9fYTn58FNG76VlWCkk82bvdMVwfmV84mxzC6N8_qtLB5h3dSW6GP6pb7c64_kf6_SwBF04
https://d2vj8q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/I9+113/d2Vj8q04/VW2BMC59jnjFN4rVxCkWm1pbW5VG-2S5rTL35N63y6pj3m2ndW95jsWP6lZ3kRW7zVDgC4y-Kb3N1ssTZP9dQV4N4fQ0d_N3jZYW2bvGYh9bfYG2W5XdJGH9b1BNFVt_GjQ3xGXG4W4J7CNm6Hf_RbW46QsJp7fK0TZVDFYzz8Kz2FkW4lSKgS4_pYtLW3Q05Yz7SC-J4W3dfYGV24tLfdN59kXbgdJydJW4g4ttw2W665ZW2TsFKM6FT78BW4_MBrS60GyRbW2q8Dz72GZftNW7Psl_z5GF0t7W3WghXH24rycMW2GVmJ56GlLYZW3-94Nk2GT8BhW3S18bJ3JKwZPW12DsNn2KljLDW4_xFGK42WbcJW8zZ79Z3QZNMgW7Bb_zx3vZ1mVW2KmrBz2b3CTVW4KjnXb8rGqfCW2DDHPX2Q_CBTN8mSGdXQSKmydCjS4n04
https://partnerwithapayer.org/funding-sources/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/11/20/2023-25573/request-for-public-nominations-for-authors-and-scientifictechnical-inputs-for-the-first-national
https://tws1.my.salesforce-sites.com/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015Qj000006srS5IAI


 

which emphasizes commitments to support, elevate, and fight for science in the face of 
declining public trust in scientific research. The letter is addressed to all “researchers, 
educators, and academics of the United States of America”, and highlights the critical 
importance of science as an “objective, unbiased approach to understanding our world.” 
 
 

Questions on any items covered in this month’s Federal Updates can be sent to Kelly O’Connor 
 

 
 

Updates from Headquarters​
TWS annual report for FY24 now available – The Wildlife Society is pleased to present 
members with its FY24 Annual Report. You can view the report here.  
 
Submit proposals for TWS2025 – The Wildlife Society will hold its 32nd Annual Conference in 
Edmonton, Alberta, from Oct. 5-9. The call for proposals for education and training programs, 
including workshops, symposia, field trips and panel discussions, is now open through March 9. 
Proposals related to all aspects of wildlife ecology, management, policy, human dimensions and 
conservation are invited. Learn more. 
 
Thank you for providing input on TWS policy priorities – Thanks to all members who 
engaged with the ongoing process of identifying TWS’ future policy priorities. The Policy 
Priorities Committee is in the process of finalizing recommendations on priorities for TWS’ 
Council. TWS staff will be sharing feedback from the process and recommendations on how you 
can adapt this process to develop priorities for your own unit or working group in the future. 
 
 

Do you want assistance with a wildlife conservation policy issue? Curious as to the various ways your organization 
unit can support federal efforts by TWS or engage on local level issues? Contact policy@wildlife.org 
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