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The Wildlife Society’s Conservation Affairs Network supports communication, collaboration, and coordination on 
policy engagement across our organization and participating chapters, sections, and working groups. The monthly 
CAN Newsletter highlights policy issues occurring at local, regional, and national levels, and provides opportunities 

for wildlife professionals to engage with those issues. 

 
Engagement Opportunities
Urge your representative in the House to join the bipartisan Congressional Wildlife 
Refuge Caucus – The Congressional Wildlife Refuge Caucus was recently registered in the 
House of Representatives by Congressman Mike Thompson (CA). The Caucus has 7 co-chairs 
and currently has 39 total members. Participation in the Caucus offers representatives an 
avenue for promoting beneficial legislation to address the challenges facing the USFWS 
National Wildlife Refuge System. 

● If your representative is already a member of the caucus, consider sending them a thank 
you letter using this TWS template.  

● If your representative has not already joined the caucus, you can use this TWS template 
to request their consideration.  

Staff contact: koconnor@wildlife.org 

Remind members of Congress to support dedicated funding to conserve at-risk wildlife – 
The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (S. 1149) needs more cosponsors to help build 
momentum toward time on the Senate floor. Any new or reinforced support is beneficial, and 
outreach to Republican offices is especially valuable at this time. 

● If your Senators have already signed-on as cosponsors, consider sending them a 
thank-you letter using this TWS template. If you don’t see one of your Senator(s) on the 
official cosponsor roster, check their level of support on this targeting spreadsheet; some 
Democratic Senators have already committed to cosponsoring the legislation once more 
Republicans have signed on; if that is the case, consider sending a letter of thanks for 
their support. 

● If your Senator(s) have not already cosponsored the legislation or indicated their 
commitment to supporting the bill, you can request their cosponsorship using this TWS 
template letter. 

● You can use TWS’ updated social media guidance to post about the current version of 
the legislation on your unit’s social media accounts. 

For TWS member engagement: 

● Share this phone call script with unit members and encourage them to call their Senators 
to request cosponsorship of the bill, or to thank any Senators who have cosponsored the 
legislation. 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/a4j8b01949ydrvvijmkpa/Thank-You-Unit-Form-Letter-Refuge-Caucus.docx?rlkey=05jc4gavy71gjxln17pgpuzsb&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/8kn2tywl24ddwysxqc92p/Untitled.gdoc?rlkey=4n75j8he4f3n8wb8lxrr1f8h5&dl=0
mailto:koconnor@wildlife.org
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1149?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22S.+1149%22%7D&s=1&r=8
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1149/cosponsors?s=1&r=7&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S+1149%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1149/cosponsors?s=1&r=7&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S+1149%22%5D%7D
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/r7hh9y0qnkph8agwn4d0h/Thank-You-Unit-Form-Letter-RAWA.docx?rlkey=c0bivfbmsc3t794mphk0dnjnx&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/r7hh9y0qnkph8agwn4d0h/Thank-You-Unit-Form-Letter-RAWA.docx?rlkey=c0bivfbmsc3t794mphk0dnjnx&dl=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_o8NbfyISOKIyy7L5mHNZEjNKgVG4WkMQc_U2dl6FxM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_o8NbfyISOKIyy7L5mHNZEjNKgVG4WkMQc_U2dl6FxM/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/za0gkvi02he3qwwmkpc45/h?dl=0&rlkey=s638men1dup1bnu6ms9s8fe47
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/za0gkvi02he3qwwmkpc45/h?dl=0&rlkey=s638men1dup1bnu6ms9s8fe47
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/za0gkvi02he3qwwmkpc45/h?dl=0&rlkey=s638men1dup1bnu6ms9s8fe47
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/7i6ge3jgsmky5btic36g2/Sample-Social-Media-Text-RAWA_2023.docx?dl=0&rlkey=rm1u6aaga8clicr02qeu4064y
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/7i6ge3jgsmky5btic36g2/Sample-Social-Media-Text-RAWA_2023.docx?dl=0&rlkey=rm1u6aaga8clicr02qeu4064y
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/q7ocz83r81inyltuuaiaj/RAWA-Senate-Cosponsor-Request-Call-Script-Spring-2023.docx?dl=0&rlkey=b29fbpvkssx2akun782fpe817
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/q7ocz83r81inyltuuaiaj/RAWA-Senate-Cosponsor-Request-Call-Script-Spring-2023.docx?dl=0&rlkey=b29fbpvkssx2akun782fpe817
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1149/cosponsors?s=1&r=7&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+1149%22%5D%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/1149/cosponsors?s=1&r=7&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s+1149%22%5D%7D
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● Encourage members to write to their Senators directly using this Alliance for America’s 
Fish and Wildlife action center. 

Although we’re waiting on bill text in the House, touches to House Republicans to emphasize 
the importance of this legislation are warranted and valuable. TWS policy staff is available to 
assist with outreach to House offices. Staff contact: koconnor@wildlife.org 
 
CAC Activities 
Alabama Chapter meets with Senator Tuberville and Senator Britt’s office to urge support 
for RAWA – Members of The Alabama Chapter of The Wildlife Society along with TWS staff 
organized and met with Senator Tuberville and Senator Britt’s office to discuss the Recovering 
America’s Wildlife Act. The group was also joined by the Alabama Wildlife Federation, Alabama 
Audubon, and Auburn University wildlife ecology and conservation staff. The coalition led a 
discussion of the legislation's potential to increase economic output, prevent costs associated 
with listing of declining species in Alabama, and tackle Alabama’s invasive species crisis. To 
conclude the meetings, Senators Britt and Tuberville were asked to cosponsor the bill. Senator 
Tuberville has since cosponsored the legislation, and Senator Britt’s office provided positive 
feedback on the Chapter’s engagement. CAC contact: Ray Metzler 
 
Alaska Chapter submits comments on the Alaska Native Claim Settlement Act D1 lands 
EIS – The Alaska Chapter of The Wildlife Society recently submitted a letter to the Bureau of 
Land Management regarding Alaska Native Claim Settlement Act (ANCSA) D1 lands. This 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) assesses the potential impacts of opening lands subject 
to ANCSA 17(d)(1) Withdrawals, spanning the Bay, Bering Sea-Western Interior, East Alaska, 
Kobuk-Seward Peninsula, and Ring of Fire Planning areas in Alaska. The Revocation of existing 
ANCSA 17(d)(1) Withdrawals could potentially permit the acquisition of mining claims or 
applications for title under various public land laws, including mining laws. The Chapter’s 
comments supported maintaining existing D1 Withdrawals, and spoke to concerns around 
habitat connectivity, impacts to wildlife like caribou, and other impacts to fisheries and aquatic 
ecosystems. CAC Contact: Cyndi Wardlow 
 
Federal Updates 
Hearing scheduled for Representative Westerman’s American Wildlife Habitat 
Conservation Act – Congressman Bruce Westerman (R-AR) recently introduced the 
"American Wildlife Habitat Conservation Act" (H.R. 7408). The bill aims to allocate up to $300 
million annually over five fiscal years to support the implementation of state wildlife action plans 
(SWAPs), as well as reform the Endangered Species Act (ESA). A hearing for H.R. 7408 is 
scheduled for Wednesday, March 6, in the House Subcommittee on Water, Wildlife, and 
Fisheries. TWS is finalizing testimony to the Subcommittee supporting the bill’s intent to better 
fund the implementation of habitat conservation and restoration projects, while emphasizing that 
this legislation falls short of the need for the dedicated funding proposed in the Recovering 
America’s Wildlife Act. TWS policy staff will distribute the final testimony to the CAN when it’s 
available, and continue to monitor the legislation for member engagement opportunities. Staff 
contact: koconnor@wildlife.org 

https://www.votervoice.net/FISHWILDLIFE/Campaigns/95377/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/FISHWILDLIFE/Campaigns/95377/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/FISHWILDLIFE/Campaigns/95377/Respond
mailto:koconnor@wildlife.org
https://wildlife.org/alabama/
mailto:Ray.Metzler@forestry.alabama.gov
https://wildlife.org/alaska/
https://tws1.my.salesforce-sites.com/servlet/servlet.FileDownload?file=015Qj000000Z11FIAS
mailto:cwardlowak@gmail.com
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/7408
https://www1.usgs.gov/csas/swap/
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=415604
https://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=415604
mailto:koconnor@wildlife.org
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Fish and Wildlife Service proposes updates for National Wildlife Refuge System - The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has proposed new regulations and policy updates to maintain and 
enhance the biological integrity, diversity, and environmental health (BIDEH) of the National 
Wildlife Refuge System. This proposal aims to address contemporary conservation challenges, 
including the impacts of climate change on refuge species and ecosystems. The proposed 
revisions impact management activities including predator control, conservation translocations, 
use of genetically engineered organisms, invasive species management, pesticide use, 
agricultural uses, and mosquito control. TWS is finalizing comments to the Service supporting 
the intent of the policy revisions and providing additional considerations for impacts to wildlife 
and wildlife professionals under the revised policy and new regulations. These comments are 
informed by the expertise of several TWS working groups, and will be distributed to the CAN 
following submission to USFWS. The Service has extended the deadline for members of the 
public to provide comments from March 4 to May 6, 2024. Staff contact: koconnor@wildlife.org 
 
Draft BLM solar energy Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement available for 
public comment - The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has released the Draft Utility-Scale 
Solar Energy Development Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for public 
comment. This programmatic EIS updates the 2012 Western Solar Plan and expands it to 5 
additional states. Public input is sought to evaluate five action alternatives, each proposing 
different approaches to siting solar projects on public lands, detailed on the project website. 
TWS is preparing to collaborate with relevant chapters and sections to prepare comments to the 
BLM. The BLM will host public meetings and accept comments until April 18, 2024. The BLM is 
also hosting a virtual listening session via Zoom scheduled for Friday, March 15, 2024, from 12 
p.m. to 2 p.m. Eastern Time (registration link here). Staff contact: koconnor@wildlife.org 
 
U.S. House passes WILD Reauthorization Act - The U.S. House of Representatives has 
passed the Wildlife Innovation and Longevity Driver (WILD) Reauthorization Act (H.R. 5009), 
sponsored by Rep. Dave Joyce (R-OH), which would reauthorize funding for wildlife and habitat 
conservation programs. The Act supports initiatives such as the Partners for Fish and Wildlife 
Program and the Multinational Species Conservation Funds, emphasizing domestic and global 
conservation initiatives. The Senate version (S. 2395) reflects similar bipartisan backing. Staff 
contact: koconnor@wildlife.org 
 
SHARKED Act addressing shark depredation passes in the House - The U.S. House of 
Representatives passed the Supporting the Health of Aquatic Systems through Research, 
Knowledge, and Enhanced Dialogue (SHARKED) Act (H.R. 4051), sponsored by 
Representatives Rob Wittman (R-VA). The bill aims to address shark depredation, a growing 
concern for saltwater anglers, by directing the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) to create a task force to study the issue. If enacted, the SHARKED Act will help develop 
strategies to mitigate the impact of shark depredation on fishing catches, bait, gear, and fish 
survival. Staff contact: koconnor@wildlife.org 
 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/02/02/2024-02076/national-wildlife-refuge-system-biological-integrity-diversity-and-environmental-health
mailto:koconnor@wildlife.org
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/01/19/2024-00730/notice-of-availability-of-the-draft-programmatic-environmental-impact-statement-for-utility-scale
https://blmsolar.anl.gov/documents/docs/peis/Solar_PEIS_ROD.pdf
https://eplanning.blm.gov/eplanning-ui/project/2022371/570
https://argonne.zoomgov.com/meeting/register/vJIsf-Cupj0uH6HS6zqjPxKWzle2JoslNuA#/registration
mailto:koconnor@wildlife.org
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/5009
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/senate-bill/2395?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22S.+2395%22%7D&s=2&r=1
mailto:koconnor@wildlife.org
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4051/cosponsors
mailto:koconnor@wildlife.org
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Updates from Headquarters 
Call for proposals for TWS Annual Conference closes March 6 – Submit your proposal for 
symposia, panel discussions, and workshops for TWS’ 31st annual conference by March 6. This 
year’s conference will take place in Baltimore, MD from October 19-23.  
 
TWS annual report available for Fiscal Year 2023 – You can view The Wildlife Society’s 
Annual Report for FY23 on our website. The report highlights the achievements of TWS’ policy 
program, as well as the work of our other staff and program areas. Thank you to all of our 
members for helping make the last year such a successful one! 
 
TWS Council meeting at the 2024 North American Fish and Wildlife Conference – TWS’ 
Council will be meeting at the upcoming North American Fish and Wildlife Conference at the 
end of March. Staff will be engaging in the conference to represent TWS’ voice in the wildlife 
conservation policy arena.  
 

CAC Activity and Contact Updates 
Policy consultation – Do you want assistance with a wildlife conservation policy issue? 
Curious as to the various ways your organization unit can support federal efforts by TWS or 
engage on local level issues? Contact policy@wildlife.org 
 
Activity updates, success stories, and CAC Contact information – Does your CAC have a 
success story to tell? Is a new partnership developing at your organization unit? Do you have a 
new CAC Chair? Send it in! Let the CAN hear about it and help you in your work. Email 
koconnor@wildlife.org  

https://d2vj8q04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/I9+113/d2Vj8q04/VX0G9T5B-QCfN3dZYzTGLRYjW1n-N735bfzjVN5t-nks3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3l4N7MNBv4NZm-xW2tXf9s7pT9wYVynNJS2zMPHKW6mrx_j7jHf9rW3QgyLB4pnFSqN86kMgK-BYT-W1sGh1m81QFKbW1ZztgS7D5jc1W6sQlML5-KKTvW6vQ95B3V_xWyN3ZLvLfc76cZW8_hZyc9gdBz0W5_p-8Z3sLWl8W1ddGvy7fCzg-W3jpQGL25yJVtW12Pdjq2WfwCyV3r8Zr3vdPlbN6Jj24tdBnZ0W13X-l-3wpyCcW1YRy333k_tx9N6j6VM3tCpHgW5NbpKS5G2ZmdW473PRG7yGyvsW5vPYXT9f1HFKf3Lw3YW04
https://online.visual-paradigm.com/share/book/the-wildlife-society-fy23-annual-report-1odsziodhj?p=1
mailto:policy@wildlife.org
mailto:koconnor@wildlife.org

