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Movements of Western Painted Turtles (Chrysemys picta bellii) during a Drought in Clay County, Minnesota

This project is a part of a long-term study done on western painted turtles (Chrysemys picta bellii). This long-term study started in 2001 and continued to 2022. No data were collected in 2020 due to COVID-19 restrictions, but the study continued in 2021 while following CDC guidelines. Turtles were caught in three sloughs located near Rollag, MN, using basking traps. The data collected from captured turtles included weight, sex, plastron length, and carapace length, width, and curvature. Turtles were identified using PIT (Passive Integrated Transponder) tags, scute notches, and colored nail polish. We used data from 2021 to compare the movement of painted turtles within and between sloughs based on age (body size) and sex. The 2021 data were collected in drought conditions. Preliminary results indicated there were no major differences in movements between sexes and sizes of turtles. We plan to later compare movements of turtles captured in 2021 (drought year) with movements of turtles captured in 2019 (non-drought year) to see if there are any significant differences.
