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[bookmark: _GoBack]Bald Eagle populations have recovered and expanded throughout much of their historic range after nearly disappearing from years of habitat loss, pesticides, and shooting. The Leech Lake Reservation and Chippewa National Forest (CNF) were one of the strongholds for bald eagle recovery and has one of the largest breeding areas of bald eagles in the lower-48 states. The bald eagle, or Migizi in Ojibwe, is also of great cultural and spiritual importance to the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe. In 2022, eagle nests were monitored through aerial flights and ground visits to assess nest activity and productivity, as well as, to detect new nests. Aerial surveys had not been conducted since 2008 and can provide an efficient way of monitoring eagle activity. This information is guiding forest management activities and ensuring the continued long term survival of bald eagles on the Leech Lake Reservation and Chippewa National Forest.
