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Population Control in Urban Canada Geese (Branta canadensis) in Moorhead, Minnesota:  Over a Decade Later
Many animal species cannot adapt to living in an urban environment, while others adapt very well.  Canada geese (Branta canadensis) in the Fargo (ND)-Moorhead (MN) area are one of the latter species.  American Crystal Sugar Company contacted Minnesota State University Moorhead (MSUM) in 2010 to build a partnership to humanely lower the goose population with hopes of lowering the Escherichia coli (E. coli) levels in their water-holding ponds.  These ponds provide an ideal habitat for both migrating and resident goose populations as their water remains open year-round.  Each spring since 2010 (with the exception of 2020 due to COVID-19), MSUM students count number of geese present and locate and monitor nests.  With proper permits and IACUC protocols, most of the eggs are oiled to prevent further egg development and subsequent growth of the goose population.  Over the years, we have noticed a definite decrease in numbers of nests, starting with 120 nests in 2010, dropping to a low of 5 in 2015, with a slight rise to 16 nests in 2021.  Overall, geese number have also decreased, but average numbers have fluctuated somewhat, probably influenced by weather and time of day that the counts were conducted.  In 2015, we also started counting the numbers of ducks present and noticed that their numbers have appeared to climb as goose numbers have declined.  However, we found no duck nests on the property, indicating ducks might be using the pond habitats only short-term.  Long-term effects of this goose management process are mostly unknown.  
