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	Urban development causes habitat fragmentation which can disrupt ecosystems and organisms that inhabit them. Through interruption of species movement, fragmentation causes species to react by modifying their behavior, habits, and specialization. Concordia College’s campus is home to Eastern Gray Squirrels (Sciurus carolinensis), American Red Squirrels (Tamiasciurus hudsonicus), and Northern Flying Squirrels (Glaucomys sabrinus). The large amount of human activity, accessibility of both natural and anthropogenic food sources, and availability of natural and anthropogenic nesting, or drey, sites make campus an ideal location for observing effects of urbanization on nesting and foraging habits of these squirrel species. The convenience of alternate, anthropogenic food sources may influence where and how squirrels decide to nest, their occupancy and co-habitation patterns, as well as the patterns and techniques in which squirrels forage throughout the day. Beginning in October 2022, we used live-trapping and radio collars to track squirrels across campus and documented their locations and behavior. We also monitored the usage, characteristics, locations, and density of squirrel dreys throughout campus. We will analyze the data collected this semester, next semester, and from previously collected location data available going back to 2014 in comparison to the locations of different anthropogenic food sources across campus. Our hypothesis is that access to anthropogenic food sources will influence the nesting and foraging habits of urban squirrels, particularly by decreasing the distance between nesting areas and these food sources and increasing the number of dreys on non-food trees. In relation to seasonal changes, we believe as natural resources are depleted during colder months, squirrels will increase foraging activity and drey occupancy will become closer to anthropogenic food sources.



