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Assessing Grassland Bird Conservation Through Audubon Conservation Ranching

Grassland birds have suffered an unparalleled decline over the past half-century. These declines are tied to many causes but the loss of grassland habitat stands out as a driving force. To combat the negative effects of grassland degradation on private lands, Audubon has developed the Conservation Ranching Initiative. This market-based conservation approach offers incentives for good grassland stewardship through a certification label on beef products. To assess the effectiveness of Audubon’s bird-friendly grazing protocols they developed the Bird Friendliness Index to compare bird communities on certified ranches to ungrazed habitats. Certified bird-friendly pastures contained bird communities that were generally as species rich or richer than surrounding grassland ecosystems.
