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Human development and lack of suitable habitat can impede spatial population growth for many species. Because black bears have large home ranges, the amount of habitable area available to the species has been drastically reduced, causing some populations to face possible extirpation. Recently, some black bear populations in the U.S. have begun to recolonize portions of historic bear range, despite human-dominated landscapes. The relationship between black bear population expansion and human development is especially apparent in Alabama, where bears are a species of highest conservation concern. The Mobile River Basin bear population has remained small but stable through the development in and around Mobile. Conversely, bears have recently recolonized northern Alabama from a nearby northern Georgia population. The northern Alabama population appears to be growing quickly numerically. We sought to understand how black bears use human-dominated landscapes in Alabama and make predictions of potential range expansion in the state. We created resource selection models for black bears using location data from GPS-collared bears in Alabama and associated landscape factors. We hypothesized that the area around the Mobile River Basin population would have low potential for population expansion because of higher human density and an urbanized landscape. Conversely, we hypothesized that the area around the northern Alabama population would have high potential for bear population expansion because of lower human density and a more rural landscape with large tracts of undeveloped, forested land cover. Our models suggested that there are areas of Alabama that could provide opportunities for population growth, allowing bear populations to recolonize historic range. Wildlife managers in Alabama will use this information to prepare for black bear population range expansion and the recolonization of historic range in the state and elsewhere in the region (e.g., Florida, Mississippi, and Georgia). 
