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Looking back on my wildlife conservation career in the Minnesota DNR from 1974 through 2018, there are many strategies and themes that I incorporated into my education, priorities, goals, and conservation projects that contributed to their success. I have synthesized my experiences into 12 “life lessons” that I feel contributed to successful efforts for conservation that could be helpful for aspiring natural resource students, wildlife managers, biologists, and conservationists as they plan and proceed with their careers. 
Lesson # 1: Follow your passion. Study what you love, and love what you do. 
Lesson # 2: Cross pollinate your college major.  
Lesson # 3: Develop skill sets that will enhance your career. 
Lesson # 4: Find the mentors in our midst.
Lesson # 5: In picking your job, don’t follow the dollars; follow your heart.
Lesson # 6: Learn to “Connect the Dots!”
Lesson # 7: Always have a “pet project.”
Lesson # 8: Know your publics. There is no “general public.”
Lesson # 9: Keep a healthy balance between your professional and personal life.
Lesson # 10: “Channel your energies” to fulfill your goals. 
Lesson # 11: Your most important assets are a positive attitude, optimism, and an ever-present smile.
Lesson # 12: Networking with conservation partners is an important key to success.




