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5. In 1970, the Greater Prairie Chicken was somewhat of a neglected species in Minnesota, as the hunting season was closed in 1942. Nonetheless, wildlife managers and enthusiasts still carried the torch for them. Grady Mann, founder of the USFWS wetlands program, was always inclusive of chickens when developing acquisition proposals. Gerry Maertens, DNR wildlife manager at Crookston, likewise promoted chickens and took stunning photos from blinds placed on booming grounds. When Gerry took on advancement responsibilities and was replaced by Terry Wolfe in 1972, the two of them and Svedarsky got together to develop a “plan” of sorts to call attention to this unique bird that did outrageous dancing and whooping in the open grass during spring. A gathering of chicken people come together in April of 1973 in Kiehle Auditorium on the Crookston campus of the University of Minnesota. This attracted folks from not only Minnesota, but Wisconsin, North Dakota, and Illinois. What had others done elsewhere which could be applied on the Minnesota scene? Terry and Dan pulled a proceedings together to capture the passion and the findings of the meeting. Grady Mann would lead the charge leading up to the staging of the first organizational meeting of the “Minnesota Prairie Chicken Society” at the Fergus Falls Community College in the spring of 1974. Two of Aldo Leopold’s most famous students, Frederick and Frances Hamerstrom would keynote the event. Annual meetings were rotated within the chicken range, including the dedication of a giant prairie chicken statute at Rothsay. Thus, from humble beginnings and meager donations to an annual budget of sometimes thousands, the MPCS will mark its 50th anniversary in April of 2023.



