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Hello everyone, 

The new board of the Nutritional Ecology Working Group took office in November 

2021 and we had our first meeting in January 2022. Many of our seasoned board mem-

bers volunteered to stay on for another term, but we also were joined by many new faces 

including Marcus Blum (Utah State University, Secretary), Yasaman Shakeri (University 

of Wyoming, Newsletter Editor), and Colter Chitwood (Oklahoma State University, 

Board Member). We also are pleased to announce that Melia Devivo (Washington De-

partment of Fish and Wildlife) recently volunteered to serve as a liaison between the Nu-

tritional Ecology Working Group and the TWS Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Net-

work. Please reach out to welcome these members to our leadership team and share with 

them any ideas you have to help the NEWG continue working toward its mission. 

We have several events planned for 2022, including the last presentation of our winter 

webinar series in March and our semi-annual meeting in April. Both of those are virtual 

events with additional information provided elsewhere in the newsletter. We also have a 

technical committee working on a symposium for the TWS meeting in Spokane, Wash-

ington, in November of this year. The proposed symposium aims to help scientists un-

derstand the strengths and limitations of classic and new methods for diet determination 

including video collars, DNA metabarcoding, and stable isotopes, among others. We’re 
still in the process of finding speakers and preparing the proposal for submission and 

hope to share an agenda soon. 

Lastly, we will soon be looking for a new nominations committee and for a new Chair 

(and a Chair-elect) to take the helm when my term ends in November and I transition to 

the position of Past Chair. I know that many individuals who would be interested in the 

Chair position are concerned about the workload, but we have taken several steps to help 

disperse and reduce the workload over the last year. Further, the new Chair is supported 

by the great team of folks we have on the board and various committees who are quite 

independent. The new Chair also will have support in the form of the Past Chair posi-

tion, which will be a NEWG first. If you are interested in helping on the nominations 

committee or running for Chair in autumn 2022, or know someone who might be, please 

reach out to me via email and I’d be happy to share additional information. 

Kristin Denryter 
Chair, Nutritional Ecology Working Group 
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SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 
 

Our semi-annual meeting will be held at 12 pm MT on Wednesday, April 13, 2022. The 

Zoom link for the meeting is:  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81201390454?pwd=a1JDdDluOENMcmpTSlBOMFAyZzMzdz09  

 

PROPOSED SYMPOSIUM FOR TWS 2022 
     The foods animals eat are of interest to wildlife man-

agers and researchers, but in many cases, efforts to quan-

tify diet composition have been stymied by methodologi-

cal limitations. Recent advances in methods for deter-

mining diet composition promise to improve our under-

standing of how much of each dietary item animals are 

eating, but may not be applicable universally and each 

method has its own strengths and limitations. In this 

symposium, we aim to bring together speakers with ex-

pertise in a variety of methods for determining diet com-

position to share their experiences (successes and fail-

ures) in trying to apply these methods to study wildlife 

diets across a variety of ecological settings and taxa. 

     The goal of the symposium is to provide attendees with a comprehensive overview of the state of the science for wild-

life diet composition methods, including an introduction to diet composition and selection, classic and new methods, and 

case studies that demonstrate the relevance of diet composition to management and conservation. We hope attendees will 

take away important insights into many of the available methods and considerations for which may be most appropriate to 

their research questions. Check the website for periodic updates. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F81201390454%3Fpwd%3Da1JDdDluOENMcmpTSlBOMFAyZzMzdz09&data=04%7C01%7Ckristin.denryter%40alaska.gov%7C9ad6a3e55f8a43996ac208d9efc71a6d%7C20030bf67ad942f7927359ea83fcfa38%7C0
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NUTRITIONAL ECOLOGY WEBINAR SERIES! 

The Wildlife Society’s Nutritional Ecology Working Group webinar series is well underway for the 2021-2022 session under 

the theme of “the digestive biome and the influence of these organism on nutrition and condition of wildlife.” So far, we’ve 
heard from 4 speakers on a wide range of topics exploring the interplay of habitats, microbiota, and their hosts and how those 

interactions effect the condition, productivity and even the fertility of vertebrate populations. We welcome you to join us for 

our final webinar of the year on March 9 for a talk from Dr. Sue Ishaq titled “Moose Rumen Microbes and You” where she 
will share some of her previous work on the gut microbiome of moose and how wild and captive animals can help us under-

stand animal microbiomes. For more information about webinar series or to view past presentations please visit out website 

at https://wildlife.org/newg/webinar-series/. 

If you’re interested in presenting during next year’s webinar series, have suggestions for a topic/presenter, or would like more 

information, please contact Keith Oster at keith.oster@alaska.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tayler LaSharr 

We are still looking for tips and sugges-

tions for our comprehensive list of anal-

yses for nutrition work! We are close to 

finishing our preliminary list of laborato-

ries in the USA and Canada that offer in 

vitro digestibility assays, bomb calorimetry 

and sequential fiber analysis, tannin precip-

itation, etc. and provide a key to help you 

determine which assays you need and 

which labs can perform those assays.  

If you have some good tips on where 

you’ve sent forage samples, please email us 
at tws.nutritional.ecology@gmail.com and 

we’ll add them to our list.  

LAB ANALYSES FOR NUTRITION WORK 

Right: Sampling forage quality at Starkey 

Experimental Forest and Range. Photo: 

Jennifer Merems. 

https://wildlife.org/newg/webinar-series/
mailto:keith.oster@alaska.gov
mailto:tws.nutritional.ecology@gmail.com
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NEWG Journal Discussion Group 

The working group has started a discussion group for stu-

dents and new professionals interested in improving their 

understanding of nutritional ecology, including the foun-

dational papers and theories that have helped build the 

field as well as emerging technologies and techniques. Our 

discussions have included DNA metabarcoding as a diet 

analysis method and properly linking plant chemistry to 

population regulation. For our meeting in March, we will 

be joined by Dr. Khrys Duddleston of the University of 

Alaska Anchorage to discuss her work on diet influencing 

urea recycling and the gut microbiome of arctic ground 

squirrels. The date is still TBD so keep an eye on your 

inbox! For more information, email 

tws.nutritional.ecology@gmail.com 

RECENT AND RELEVANT LITERATURE 
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Have you recently published on nutritional ecology? Send us a 

link to your article to be included in the next newsletter! 

https://doi.org/10.3390/f12060737
mailto:tws.nutritional.ecology@gmail.com
mailto:tws.nutritional.ecology@gmail.com

