
 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative Adams, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    

http://nctws.org/wordpress/


 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative Bishop, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    

http://nctws.org/wordpress/


 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative Budd, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    

http://nctws.org/wordpress/


 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative Butterfield, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    



 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative Cawthorn, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    

http://nctws.org/wordpress/


 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative Foxx, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    

http://nctws.org/wordpress/


 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative Hudson, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    

http://nctws.org/wordpress/


 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative Manning, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    

http://nctws.org/wordpress/


 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative McHenry, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    



 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative Murphy, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    

http://nctws.org/wordpress/


 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative Price, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    

http://nctws.org/wordpress/


 
 

10 February 2022 

Dear Representative Rouzer, 

The North Carolina Chapter of the Wildlife Society (NCTWS) is requesting your support for 
the House bill titled “Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021” (H.R. 4833). This bill was 
introduced by the House of Representatives on 29 July 2021. In summary, H.R. 4833 prohibits 
incidental take of migratory birds by commercial activities unless it is permitted by the USFWS 
or identified as posing de minimis risk to migratory birds. Additionally, the bill stipulates that the 
USFWS will establish and maintain a research program to evaluate the impacts of commercial 
activities on birds to improve and develop new best management practices and technologies to 
avoid or minimize impacts. Currently, there are 78 cosponsors of the bipartisan House act 
including North Carolina Representative Ross. 

NCTWS is the professional society for wildlife biologists and managers in North Carolina, with 
over 250 members representing dozens of federal, state, and local agencies, universities, and 
non-governmental organizations. As part of our mission, NCTWS “strives to be an 
acknowledged source of current scientific information and expertise, and acts as a collective 
voice on matters relating to wildlife biology, management, education, and policy. The Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act of 1918 is one of the most important and most successful conservation laws in 
the US. We support Migratory Bird Protection Act of 2021 as it will enhance the previous law to 
counter 21st century threats to migratory birds such as oil spills, open oil pits, power line 
collisions, habitat loss, and expanding infrastructure. Specifically, this bill will provide a 
regulated means for incidental take so that the country can continue to advance while still 
conserving our vital natural resources.  

North Carolina hosts over 470 bird species throughout the year with most facing serious 
challenges, both natural and man-made, to their continued existence. The NC Wildlife Action 
Plan identifies over a dozen avian species, including the Seaside Sparrow, Prothonotary Warbler, 
and Tundra Swan, whose recovery is dependent on the protection and management of our state’s 
natural resources. To help fulfil this responsibility, we rely on the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, 
which eliminates indiscriminate harm to all native birds and is the first line of defense for species 
that are not directly protected under other laws, such as the Endangered Species Act. It is also a 
complex piece of legislation that requires careful consideration to provide the most reasonable 
and effective levels of protection.  



 
 

Thank you for your time and consideration for supporting H.R 4833. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to our chapter with any issues regarding wildlife conservation or management.  

Regards, 

 

Matthew Harrell 
President, NC Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
P.O. Box 37742 
Raleigh, NC  
http://nctws.org/wordpress/    

http://nctws.org/wordpress/
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