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I hope this newsletter finds you and your 
family well.  I write this piece from my 
office on campus.  Campus is quiet and 
mostly student free.  Generally, this would 
not be too unusual given that it is nearing 
the end of the semester, students are 
wrapping up finals, and summer break for 
most students will be here soon.  
However, what makes this year unusual is that it has been like 
this—a quiet and a mostly people free campus—since early spring.  
As you well know, the country began isolation measures in mid-

March in response to the coronavirus pandemic.  A new way of life 
began for all of us, working mostly from home and in isolation from 
the rest of the world.   

 

It often takes times like these for us to appreciate what we 
sometimes view as an ordinary, routine life.  In-person lectures.  
Conferences.  Field days.  Co-worker gatherings.   All of these are 
mostly non-existent, at least in the manner we normally experience 
them.  Even the writing of a simple newsletter article seems far 
removed from normalcy.  Today, I write this piece, and I cherish it 
because it serves as a reminder of ordinary life.   Here I provide a 
short synopsis of what has been happening in the Southwest 
Section in the fast few months.   

 

In February 2020, Past President Tad Theimer officially passed the 
torch to the new Executive Board of the Southwest Section.  
Serving the Section for this year is James Cain (President Elect), 
Casey Cardinal (Secretary), Erika Nowak (Treasurer), and myself 
(President).  Misty Sumner and Jamie Killian also have agreed to 
continue serving the Section as our amazing newsletter co-editors.  
In addition, Romey Swanson has generously agreed to continue 
serving as Chair of Conservation Affairs Committee.  I thank Ryan 
O'Shaughnessy from Sul Ross University who served for several 
years as Treasurer of the Section.  Thanks to the service of 
members such as Ryan, Past President Theimer, and the past  
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Executive Board, we are inheriting a well-functioning organization.  
Although there is not much to report since the two short months 
that the new board assumed the reins, there is much to highlight 
regarding the excellent job done by Past President Theimer and the 
past Executive Board.     

 

The Section does not have an enormous operational budget given 
that most of our budget comes from the $5 annual membership 
dues.  Thus, with a membership level of about 350 members at any 
given time, you can estimate the general size of the Section’s 
operational budget.  However, with excellent budgeting by past 
Executive Boards and prudent spending, the Southwest Section was 
able to support several important endeavors this past year.  For 
example, the Section financially supported several events including 
the Deer and Elk Workshop of the Western Association of Fisheries 
and Wildlife Agencies, the annual conference of the Texas Chapter 
of The Wildlife Society (TWS), and the national conference of TWS 
in Reno, Nevada.  In addition, the Section co-sponsored the first 
annual Out-in-the-Field luncheon at the national TWS conference 
that was hosted to support LGBTQ+ wildlifers.   The Section also 
awarded its second annual Student Research Scholarship ($500) to 
Brittany Schweiger, a Master of Science student from New Mexico 
State University.  As part of the Section’s continuing support of TWS 
certification, it also approved offsetting 75% of certification cost of 
an application to become an Associate Wildlife Biologist for graduate 
student Daniel Wilcox from Sul Ross State University.   

 

Although financial support is an important component of the 
Southwest Section function, it also supports in non-financial ways 
members or chapters in their professional endeavors.  For example, 
the Southwest Section nominated member Sarah Fritts from Texas 
State University to serve on the TWS Certification Review Board.  In 
addition, the Section approved the formation of a new student 
chapter at University of Texas San Antonio.  Perhaps one of the 
most exciting endeavors the Southwest Section supported was 
offering operational insight and advice to Raul Valdez, Professor  
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Emeritus of New Mexico State University, and Luis Tarango-

Arámbula of the Colegio de Posgraduados San Luis Potosí Campus in 
their hosting of the 2nd National Conference of Wildlife Management 
and Conservation in Mexico.    

Both Raul and Luis have been instrumental in leading the charge to 
organize wildlife professionals in Mexico, and there presently is great 
interest from Mexican biologists to form a Mexico Chapter of TWS.  
There has been a perennial interest for greater engagement of 
Mexico in TWS; however, past efforts have failed for one reason or 
another.  Today, the timing appears right, and Raul and Luis are 
leading the charge.  Such a chapter would operate under the 
umbrella of the Southwest Section, and thus we are excited to 
continue working with Raul and Luis to capitalize on this excitement 
and explore the possibility of a Mexico Chapter. 

 

The past few months have been anything but normal in light of the 
national pandemic.  However, Southwest Section has not missed a 
beat during this time.  The transition from 2019 to 2020 has been a 
busy one.  I extend my heartfelt thanks to Past President Tad 
Theimer and the past Executive Board for their dedicated and 
tireless service to the Section.  I particularly thank Tad for his 
generous insight and help as I began my year as President.   

 

Thank you for this opportunity to 
serve as your President.  I look 
forward to our next year!  

 

Until next time, 
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Spring at the Chaparral Wildlife 
Management Area in South Texas.  

Photo courtesy of  Jamie Killian.  
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Thank you to those that contributed to this newsletter: Fidel 
Hernandez, Jim Ramakka, Andrew Jones, Brittany Schweiger, 
Reed Sanderson 

 

Please contribute to our next newsletter with information on your 
work related to topics of interest to Southwest Section members. 
We would love to have articles from student members!  

 

Deadline for the Fall newsletter articles is August 1. 
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not only reconnected with friends from across the country that I hadn’t seen decades, 
but also, was able to network with folks from across the West working on issues similar 
to those in my job.  In the years that followed, the TWS Annual Meeting, along with 
Chapter and Section meetings, served a key role in my continued professional 
development and I know the information gathered at technical sessions and networking 

Southwest Section News 

It was great to 
see a number of 
SW Section 
members at the 
TWS/AFS Joint 
Conference in 
Reno this past 
September.  The 
TWS Annual 
Conference has 
been one of the 
highlights of my 
year ever since 
attending the 
first one in 
Albuquerqu in 
1994.  At that 
time, I was a 
District Biologist 
for the BLM in 
Carson City, 
Nevada.  
Planning for a 
TWS meeting 
separate from 
the North 
American 
Wildlife and 
Natural 
Resources 
Conference was 
considered 
controversial by 
some the old 
guard members 
and a few 
predicted it 
would be a 
failure and a 
waste of money.    
I decided to take 
annual leave and 
attend with the 
hope of maybe 
seeing a few 
friends and 
colleagues from 
the previous 
decade I’d spent 
working in New 
Mexico.  It 
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Life has changed significantly since The Wildlife 
Society Council held its Spring meeting in Omaha 
on March 8 and 9.   While the  COVID-19 situa-
tion was a topic of conversation at the meeting 
and the following North American Wildlife and 
Natural Resource Conference, I don’t know that 
any of us fully realized the impact the pandemic 
would have on our lives and those of our friends 
and families.   

 

At the start of our meeting, CEO Ed Thompson 
presented Council with an update of FY20 budget and investment 
fund balances through Dec. 31, 2019.  TWS ended the year in a 
strong financial position with a budget surplus as a result of higher 
than expected attendance at the Reno meeting and actual expenses 
being lower than expected.  Several large donations and bequests 
from members and good investment performance also contributed to 
the surplus. 

 

Volatility in the financial markets and the potential impact to TWS  
investments were a topic of considerable Council discussion. TWS has 
taken a relatively conservative and balanced fiscal approach in recent 
years and it was decided not to change the current investment   
strategy.  The Permanent Reserve Fund contains enough funding to 
provide a safety net for 6 months of operations should a worst-case 
scenario occur.  Since our Spring meeting several bequests from non-

members and an increase in a projected bonus from our publisher 
generated unplanned income which has further helped buffer the 
budget outlook.  The private donations, in addition to existing        
bequests from members, are particularly heartening. TWS CEO   
Thompson made a point of attributing donation of those funds to the 
outreach efforts by TWS staff in raising the public profile of TWS and 
inspiring the general public to support science-based wildlife        
conservation. 
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encourage folks to join all levels of The Wildlife Society and to take the opportunity to 
attend the annual conference and to take advantage of the networking opportunities 
available at Chapter and Section meetings.  The Reno meeting had the largest 
attendance of any TWS meeting (over 2,000 registrants) and may have seemed 
overwhelming to first time attendees. Our meeting in Louisville next year will not be in 
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was considering 
nominating me 
to serve on the 
CRB.  I thanked 
but told him I 
was just a field 
biologist and 
didn’t think I 
had much to 
offer.  I thought 
that ended the 
conversation, 
until I showed 
up in 
Albuquerque to 
learn I was the 
newest member 
of the CRB!  
While I was a 
little upset with 
Jim for a while, 
the 6 yrs. I 
served on the 
Certification 
Review Board 
gave me a true 
appreciation for 
breadth and 
depth of our 
profession.    
That experience 
impressed on 
me the 
importance of 
The Wildlife 
Society in 
setting and 
maintaining 
professional 
standards and 
serving as a non
-biased forum 
for the 
discussion of key 
wildlife issues 
and translating 
that information 
to legislators. 
The bottom line 
of all this 
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Other than a downturn in the return on TWS investments as a result 
of the pandemic’s impact on the economy, another major budget 
concern is the potential loss of deposits should the situation require 
cancellation of the Annual Meeting scheduled to be held this Fall. 
TWS staff and the Council Finance Committee are closely monitoring 
the situation are preparing for all possible scenarios.  At this time, 
the conference is still scheduled. Members will be notified of updates 
as they occur.  

 

Council has also been made aware of the potential impacts to       
recruitment and retention of members and will be examining options 
to help members facing financial hardship retain their TWS member-
ship. 

 

Other topics on the Council agenda in Omaha included: 

• Western Section concerns related to the Annual Meeting      
scheduled for Louisville as well as potential future locations in 
states which  appear to have discriminatory laws or regulations.  
California and five other states ban the use of state funding for 
employees, including university employees, to travel to such 
states.  TWS President White is working with other members of 
Council to further clarify TWS anti-discrimination and “All are  
Welcome” policy in the venue selection process. 

• Conference planning is a 3-year long process requiring negotia-
tions with hotels and vendors to ensure best available rates to 
keep   registration costs as low as possible.  As much as possible, 
the planning process attempts to consider members concerns.  
The 2021 TWS Annual Meeting is scheduled for Baltimore MD, 
while 2022 meeting will be in Spokane WA. 

• Developing a structure for applying for Council Action Fund   
funding was discussed and will undergo further committee        
review. 
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steps to implement a Mentorship for Life Strategic Plan as prepared by an ad hoc 
committee to Council. 

• The topic of killing contests as well as the existing Standing Position on Traps, 
Trapping, and Furbearer Management were discussed and referred to committees for 
further analysis and potential edits. 
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• Council was 
requested by 
the Western 
Section to re
-examine 
The Wildlife 
Society 
(Policies and 
Procedures) 
Code, Ethics 
Policy, Code 
of Ethics, 
and AWB/
CWB 
Certification 
Program 
expectations 
to strengthen 
and clarify 
their policies 
regarding 
Discriminatio
n, 
Harassment, 
Sexual 
Harassment, 
and Bullying. 

• The 
Canadian 
Section has 
been 
incorporated 
as a separate 
entity to 
comply with 
Canadian 
law.  
Implications 
of the 
process as it 
might apply 
to other 
entities such 
as the 
evolving 
efforts in 
Mexico were 
discussed. 

• Council 
approved the 
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• Council members agreed there is a need for increased coordination 
with the Native American Fish and Wildlife Society.  Vice President 
Gordon Batcheller continue outreach efforts to NAFWS and will   
explore interest in organization becoming a TWS Conservation 
Partner. 

• A list of outstanding nominations for the TWS Fellows Award and 
Group Achievement Award was reviewed and voted upon. Results 
will be officially announced before the Annual Meeting. 

• CEO Thompson reported on alternatives regarding the present TWS 
Headquarters building in Bethesda MD.  Leasing different office 
space closer to Capitol Hill is prohibitively expensive.  Retaining the 
existing office space will be a continuing expense of approximately. 
$50,000 per yr. Sale of the larger portion of the existing office 
space while retaining a smaller workspace in the building would  
reduce owners’ association fees considerably and net TWS a profit 
on the sale. Those funds could then be added to existing accounts 
or investments.  Council authorized TWS staff to continue pursuing 
formal appraisal and assessment of potential buyer interest. 

• After 2 days of discussion and adjustments, the FY21 Operations 
Plans and Budgets were approved. 

Chris Kochanny, Jim Ramakka, Fidel Hernandez, and 
Amy Kresta at the 2019 TWS conference in Reno, NV. 
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Detailed minutes of the Spring 2020 Wildlife Society Council meeting 
will be published on the TWS website.  Council will have a conference 
call in July where we will discuss progress and evolving issues. 

Finally, the Wildlife Policy and Communications Staff at TWS contin-
ues to do an excellent job of tracking and commenting on proposed 
regulatory changes and federal agency budgets. The most recent of 
these activities has included TWS co-signing, along with 160 other  
organizations, a letter sent to the World Health Organization and the 
UN Environment Program requesting a strong but measured approach 
to coordination and oversight of the global wildlife trade/wet markets 
in response to the Covid-19 crisis.   

 

Uncertainty is going to be the rule of the day for the immediate future 
as the economic and policy effects of the present crisis continue to 
evolve. Input from the wildlife profession continues to be important 
as the inevitable debates surrounding plans for economic recovery 
develop.  I encourage everyone to stay engaged personally and    
professionally and to stay safe. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or comments. 

Jim 

Jim Ramakka, CWB® Southwest Section Representative  

Gambel’s quail (Callipepla gambelii) eyeing a locoweed (Astragulus 
mollissimus) in the badlands of western New Mexico.   

Photo courtesy of Jim Ramakka.  
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Life at the limit: the Organ Mountains Colorado chipmunk 

 

My research has focused on understanding the ecology of the rare, endemic 
Organ Mountains Colorado chipmunk (Neotamias quadrivittatus australis). 
This chipmunk is a subspecies of the wider-known Colorado chipmunk 
(Neotamias quadrivittatus), which is found throughout Colorado, Utah, and 
northern New Mexico. The Organ Mountains Colorado chipmunk resides in 
the small, isolated range of the Organ Mountains, with limited coniferous 
forest habitat. As a population at its southern range limit, the Organ 
Mountains Colorado chipmunk is facing threats such as habitat loss due to 
climate change. Despite its status as threatened by the state of New Mexico, 
there has been limited information published about the subspecies. Thus, my 
goals have been to understand habitat selection and activity pattern by this 
charismatic creature.  

We have learned about this chipmunks’ habitat selection by conducting a 
radio telemetry study. We captured 21 individuals and attached small VHF 
radio transmitter collars. We located 
collared chipmunks and collected detailed 
field and GIS-based habitat information to 
assess selection. Unlike their Colorado 
counterparts, we did not find strong 
associations with coniferous forest, which 
we had predicted. Instead, we have found 
that these chipmunks are associated with 
the arroyos, or steep-sided drainages, that 
provide ephemeral water and relief from 
the arid conditions of this southern 
mountain range. As our climate continues 
to warm and the severity and duration of 
droughts and risks of wildfire increase, we 
suggest that these riparian corridors will 
become imperative for the persistence of 
these chipmunks.  
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A radio collared Organ Mountains Colorado chipmunk 
(Neotamias quadrivittatus australis).                      

Photo courtesy of Brittany Schweiger.  
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In addition to the radio telemetry study, we have deployed remote 
cameras across the study area for the last year to monitor chipmunk 
activity across the seasons. Our research suggests that these chipmunks 
are limited by maximum daytime temperature, with their lowest activity 
occurring during the dry, hot period in June. Conversely, their peak 
activity occurs in the cooler, slightly wetter months of March and 
November. This differs from what we know about chipmunk life history in 
that peak activity and reproduction generally occurs in late spring, with 
reduced activity around winter. From our remote camera capture, we have 
been able to understand driving factors in chipmunk activity that can have 
potential dire consequences to their fitness. Research will continue with a 
range-wide occupancy study that will hopefully better inform the status of 
the population. 

My goals after defending my Master’s this summer are to continue my 
education in a PhD program in the near future. I would like to continue 
researching the impacts of climate change on species. I am hugely grateful 
to be a recipient of the 
Southwestern Section’s 
graduate student award. 
I would like to thank the 
scholarship committee 
and all those involved 
with the award for 
recognizing my hard 
work and the value of 
this research for a 
species of conservation 
concern. 
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Organ Mountains Colorado chipmunks captured by 
a remote camera deployed at the Aguirre Springs 
Recreation Area of the Organ Mountains-Desert 

Peaks National Monument.                              
Photo Courtesy Brittany Schweiger 
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Peloncillo Mountains to monitor the turkeys and gain minimum population counts.  
 

A Gould’s turkey recovery plan was finalized by the Department in 2017.  In this 
report, Gathering additional information on population status and habitat use was 
identified as a vital component to recovery.   
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Gould’s 
Turkey 
Research 

 

New Mexico is 
home to three 
subspecies of 
wild turkey: 
Merriam’s, Rio 
Grande, and 
Gould’s. 
Gould’s turkeys 
were first 
documented in 
New Mexico in 
1892.  Limited 
recorded 
sightings of the 
subspecies, 
combined with 
limited 
available 
habitat, led to 
its listing as 
State 
Threatened 
under the New 
Mexico Wildlife 
Conservation 
Act in 1975.  In 
the 1980s, 
researchers at 
New Mexico 
State University 
gathered 
information on 
population 
status, life 
history 
requirements, 
and habitat 
use. Based on 
their research, 
population 
estimates of 
Gould’s turkeys 
in the Peloncillo 
Mountains 
ranged from 12
–75 birds.  In 
2006, the New 
Mexico 
Department of 
Game and Fish 
(Department) 
began annual 
spring surveys 
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Andrew Jones,  President of the Arizona Chapter of The Wildlife Society and 
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When I was asked to provide an overview on the recent comings and      
goings of the Arizona Chapter of the Wildlife Society (AZTWS), I figured it 
would be easy to provide a quick update. However, once I sat down to 
write I realized that our recent Chapter activities are less about what we 
have done and more about what we planned, then cancelled. Maybe I 
should have seen that coming given what Robert Burns said about the best 
laid plans.  

Nonetheless, the most recent Chapter event was the 53rd Joint Annual 
Meeting of the Arizona/New Mexico Chapter of the Fisheries Society,       
Arizona Chapter of the Wildlife Society, and New Mexico Chapter of the 
Wildlife Society, which was held in Prescott, AZ. The Arizona and New   
Mexico  Chapter of the American Fisheries Society did a fantastic job of 
planning and organizing the JAM. As usual, the event was a great success 
and well attended by students and professionals alike. The presentation 
and poster sessions were fantastic, with a total of 54 presentations and 31 
poster abstracts accepted this year. We also presented four Chapter awards 
as part of the JAM banquet. We presented the WILDHARE Award to Maria 
Altemus for her contributions in the applying habitat principles to the man-
agement of jackrabbits in Arizona. We presented the Professional Service 
Award to the Arizona Game and Fish Department Ranid Frogs Program 
(Tom Jones, Audrey Owens, Christina Akins, Cody Mosely, and Maddie 
Marsh) for their outstanding contributions to management and conservation 
of wildlife, as well as to recognize their professional work standards and 
conduct. Sue Boe received the Doug 
Morrison Award, for her significant 
contributions to the management and 
conservation of wildlife in Arizona. The 
final AZTWS award was the David E. 
Brown  Lifetime Achievement Award, 
which recognizes an individual for his 
or her accomplishments in wildlife  

Audrey Owens & Christina Aikens accept the Professional Service Award 
for the Ranid Frogs Program at the 53rd Joint Annual Meeting presented 
by Andrew Jones.    Photo courtesy of Jessica Moreno. 
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Peloncillo Mountains to monitor the turkeys and gain minimum population counts.  
 

A Gould’s turkey recovery plan was finalized by the Department in 2017.  In this 
report, Gathering additional information on population status and habitat use was 
identified as a vital component to recovery.   
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biology and management over their lifetime. The Lifetime Achievement 
Award was presented to Randy Babb. Randy is a dedicated and accom-
plished biologist, naturalist, educator, mentor, advocate, author, and artist.  

Generally, the next Chapter event of the year after the JAM is our yearly 
wildlife techniques workshop, which we host in mid-April. At this workshop, 
participants have the opportunity to become familiar with field techniques 
common to the wildlife field, including orienteering, telemetry, and live-

trapping methods, as well as the opportunity to network with Arizona biolo-
gists. However, we cancelled the techniques workshop due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Like many other organizations, we are watching if and when it 
becomes feasible to host workshops, after which we will determine whether 
to host the event in the fall. Similarly, we cancelled plans to sponsor a 

screening of the film 
Deer 139 https://
deer139film.org/. 
Our intent with this 
event was to help  
Arizona student 
chapter raise funds. 
We are still consider-
ing carrying forward 
with a screening of 
this film to help our 
student chapters,  
albeit when it is safe 
and prudent to do so.  

Recently, the Chapter 
established an      
appointed bio-blitz 
committee, which is 
chaired by Scott 
Sprague.  The intent 
of this appointed 
chair position is to 

partner with organizations planning bio-blitz efforts, and help those organi-
zations with volunteer recruitment, necessary equipment, and professional 
expertise. We are cautiously optimistic that we may be able help plan and 
participate in some bio-blitz efforts in the fall.  

 

Andrew Jones presenting Randy Babb the David E. 
Brown Lifetime Achievement Award                              
at the 53rd Joint Annual Meeting.                             
Photo courtesy of Jessica Moreno. 
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available habitat, led to its listing as State Threatened under the New Mexico 
Wildlife Conservation Act in 1975.  In the 1980s, researchers at New Mexico State 
University gathered information on population status, life history requirements, and 
habitat use. Based on their research, population estimates of Gould’s turkeys in the 
Peloncillo Mountains ranged from 12–75 birds.  In 2006, the New Mexico 
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We have recently updated our membership portal using the Member Planet 
software. This move is helping us to keep a consistently updated membership 
roster and remind members of their dues.  Related to membership, we are 
also considering a “pay-it-forward” recruitment drive. The intent of this drive 
would be for AZTWS members to sponsor a student or new professional for 
an AZTWS membership for 1 year.  

As president, I would like to see more engagement on the membership side, 
and I think this might be an effective recruitment tool. If you are interested 
sponsoring a membership for 1 or more students, please let me know!       
Finally, the Chapter still offers 6, $500.00 ($2,500 total) continuing education 
grants per year. So far year, we have awarded 1 grant to Brianna Russo, who 
is a graduate student at Arizona State University in the lab of Dr. Jesse Lewis. 
Brianna’s thesis is focused on habitat selection by mule deer at the urban   
interface of Phoenix, and Brianna is aiming to understand how recreational 
activities may influence mule deer space use patterns. I believe one of the 
things AZTWS does best is provide support to students, and our continuing 
education grants are a perfect example of these efforts. If you, or someone 
you know, are looking for funds to pay tuition, travel to a conference, or any 
other continuing education activities, you can find the details at https://
aztws.com/resources/continuinged/.  

 

Andrew 

Andrew Jones with a sedated black bear 
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to wildlifers in southern Arizona and beyond. I first met Sheridan when I was 
gathering genetic samples for my doctoral work on javelina, and the collections we 
made at Fort Huachuca became a critical part of that data set. Sheridan took me 
into his home during that first visit to Fort Huachuca, and the warmth and 
friendship he exuded during my stay remained the hallmark of our interactions in 
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The 2015 winner of the South-
west Section’s Roger Bumstead 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
and 2013 TWS Fellow, Reed 
Sanderson, has been a fixture 
of the Southwest Section for a 
very long time and rarely 
missed a New Mexico/Arizona 
Joint Annual Meeting.          
Conspicuously missing from 
this year’s JAM, we tracked him 
down and asked him to catch 
everyone up on what’s going 
on in Reed’s world.   ~  MLS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello My Friends in the Southwest Section.  This is not the usual item 
you see in our newsletter.  However, I wanted to tell my SW Section 
friends and colleagues why I rather suddenly disappeared.  It is not 
what I would have selected to do — but it happened. 

I was having some problems with low energy and trouble catching 
my breath due to a flappy heart valve that was not pushing my 
blood from my heart and through my lungs.  I was scheduled to get 
tabs placed on my valve when my wife suddenly left this world.  She 
was in the hospital for about 7 weeks receiving palliative care for 
stage 4 cancer that added to my stress.   

 

 

 

 

Reed Sanderson (right)                                         
at the 2013 TWS Annual Conference            

Milwaukee, Wisconsin                                          
Photo courtesy Misty L. Sumner 
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to wildlifers in southern Arizona and beyond. I first met Sheridan when I was 
gathering genetic samples for my doctoral work on javelina, and the collections we 
made at Fort Huachuca became a critical part of that data set. Sheridan took me 
into his home during that first visit to Fort Huachuca, and the warmth and 
friendship he exuded during my stay remained the hallmark of our interactions in 
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When I checked in for surgery, I was diagnosed with a blood infection and 
pneumonia.  I was treated for those issues and the surgery was delayed for 
about 8 weeks. The surgery went well, but pneumonia came back.  I spent 
about all last summer in and out of the hospital and came out unable to 
walk, my speech was strange, and I had no energy!  My son and his wife 
were with me all that time taking care of me when I was not in the hospital.  
When I finally got home in mid-September, I was invited to join them in Salt 
Lake City.  And so here I am! 

 

With the help of University of Utah Hospital doctors, I am recovering.  I am 
walking with a cane, I have recovered some of my energy, and I can 
breathe.  I will eventually move into a senior living facility.  The COVID-19 
virus has put a real cramp into getting physical therapy, doctor visits are  
virtual, and visiting senior living facilities is impossible. 

 

And so my friends, I am now living in Salt Lake City with my son and 
his wife, and being very well taken care of.  Unfortunately, I have left     
behind so many friends in Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas.  I enjoyed 
living in Arizona for 20 years and truly became a lizard — I liked the 
warm desert climate.  I still do.  I will miss the annual JAM meetings 
and seeing your smiling faces.  If any of you pass through Salt Lake 
City, give me a call at 520-288-0280.  It would be a pleasure to visit 
with you.  

 

Cheers my friends — stay healthy, stay positive, and stay negative! 

 

Reed Sanderson 
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Alec D. Ritzell . 1994 — March 9, 2020  

In Memoriam 
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Alec D. Ritzell, a graduate student at 
Texas A&M Kingsville and TWS 
member, died March 9, 2020, after a 
seven-month battle with brain cancer. 
He was 25. 

Ritzell was born in Denver in 1994 and 
grew up in Colorado and Texas, where 
he developed a love for the natural 
world. He graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree from Sul Ross State University 
in Alpine, Texas, before pursuing his 
master’s degree at Kingsville, where 
he was studying Northern bobwhite 
quail.  

Ritzell had research assistantships and 
internships at the Borderlands 
Research Institute, the Noble 
Foundation, the Rolling Plains Quail 
Research Foundation and the Caesar 
W. Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute. 

Survivors include his mother, Jackie, and brother, Nic. 

Scholarship funds in his name are being created at SRSU and Texas A&M-

Kingsville. 

Alec D. Ritzell 

 Photo courtesy                            
Ceaser Kleberg Wildlife Research 

Institute 
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Check us out on Facebook at The 
Wildlife Society Southwest 
Section Chapters Hub or click 
on the following link  https://
www.facebook.com/pages/The-

Wildlife-Society-Southwest-
Section-Chapters-
Hub/205755042835210.  

Find the latest news from the 
TWS office at the TWS (https://
www.facebook.com/
thewildlifesociety/?fref=ts)  

 

From Ed Thompson, Chief Executive Officer, The Wildlife Society 

In support of your efforts to transition to online learning during this challenging 
time, The Wildlife Society is opening its Live Learning Center to educators and their 
students. The Live Learning Center contains hundreds of presentations on a wide 
variety of wildlife topics from our AFS/TWS Joint Conference last September. 

Gaining access is easy. Click this link to register with your name, email address, 
and institution. Then click submit, and you’ll  receive an email with the login 
information that you can share with your students. 

Use the search functionality to see what topics may be available related to your 
courses. 

Please share this with your fellow educators as a resource. They don’t have to be 
members of TWS to gain access to these presentations. We appreciate your efforts 
to educate the next generation of wildlife professionals and hope you will find this 
to be helpful! 
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Current Board 

President: Fidel Hernandez     fidel.hernandez@tamuk.edu 361-593-3926  

President-Elect: James Cain     jwcain@nmsu.edu 575-646-3382 

Past President: Tad Theimer    Tad.Theimer@nau.edu  928-523-8374 

Secretary: Casey Cardinal       casey.cardinal@state.nm.us    

Treasurer: Erika Nowak           Erika.Nowak@nau.edu 928-523-7760 

 

Southwest Section Representative to TWS Council
 James Ramakka     j_ramakka@msn.com (505) 486-2746 

 

 

Active Committees 

Conservation Affairs:        

 Romey Swanson      romeyswanson@gmail.com   512-667-8124 

Geospacial Advisory Committee:      

 Leland Pierce           leland.pierce@state.nm.us         505-476-8094                   
 & Ginny Seamster    virginia.seamster@state.nm.us  505-476-8111 

Newsletter:   

 Jamie Killian          7race13@gmail.com              830-480-9043    
 & Misty Sumner     msmuledeer@gmail.com        254-702-1869 

Women of Wildlife Committee:         
 Is now under TWS’ Ethnic and Gender Diversity Working Group (EGDWG)   
 Don Yasuda Chair  dyasudaTWS@gmail.com    

         Women of Wildlife Committee & EGDWG Liason         

 Kathy Granillo        kgbirder55@gmail.com          505-864-4021   
 

 

 

 

SWS Board & Committee Chairs   
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Membership Application 

Membership Fee $5.00 

 

First Name   Middle Name   Last Name 

 Suffix 

Mailing Address 
 

City    State   Zip Code  Country 

 

E-mail address  Phone 

 

Member Type (Please circle one): Student   Regular Retired 

 

Please include this form with your payment and mail to:  
Erika Nowak, Treasurer, Southwest Section of TWS, USGS  
Southwest Biol Ctr Box 5614 Flagstaff AZ 86011 

 

Membership benefits for the Southwest Section TWS 

• SWS TWS Newsletter 

• Scholarship opportunities 

• Section-level meetings and conferences 

• Strengthen your connections to national TWS 

• Peer connections through Listserv and Facebook  

• Website information at http://wildlife.org/sw-section/about/ 

  

 

 

      

Join! 

STAFF  

When the TWS financial downturn occurred a few years ago, several staff positions were 
eliminated and left unfilled. The Society has worked diligently over the past 5 years to 
greatly improve its financial condition, which is has done. So, TWS recently has begun to 
slowly fill staff positions in key areas. One of those key areas is the Directorate of 

Southwest Section News 

“The Trust of 
the Public” 

 

I sometimes like 
to call the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife 
Department, the 
land of a 
thousand hills to 
die on.  It is a 
joke of course, 
but not really.  If 
nothing else, our 
fish, wildlife, 
park, and outdoor 
enthusiasts are 
passionate 
beyond measure 
about the matters 
they care about.  
Pick your species, 
pick your issue, 
pick your place, 
there is some one 
or some group 
ready and willing 
to go to the mat 
for it. 
I hope that never 
changes.  In this 
realm, I’ll take 
passion over 
complacency any 
day. 
Thankfully, of all 
the natural 
resource policy 
related concerns I 
have laid awake 
about at night, I 
must confess that 
the right of 
Texans to hunt 
and fish simply 
hasn’t been one 
of them.  Oh, 
from time to time 
we have suffered 
through the 
occasional 
contretemps over 
the trapping of 
mountain lions, 
the hunting of 
deer in state 
parks, the 
commercial 
harvest of 
freshwater 
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