Wildlife Society Meeting Membership meeting 3.3.12
1) 11:07  Meeting called to order by President Ben Wheeler  
2) Secretaries report read by Kyle Graham  Motion to approve Secretaries report by Mel Nenneman, Scott Hygnstrom. Motion passes
3) Treasurers report - Mark Lindvall, 

a) Mark goes through each of the income and expense items.  As of 12.31.11  the NETWS has $8,224.81 in checking, and a net worth of $15,111.72 

b) Motion to approve by Treasuer’s report by Laurel Badura, Steve Hicks. Motion passes 

President Ben Wheeler called for introduction of board members, all board members present with exception of Andrew Pierson. 

c) Draft 2012 Budget: Mark Lindvall presents projected expenses for 2012, new budget item will include student travel to national meeting.  Mark asked for an informal audit to take place.  Mel Neneman and Laurel Badura volunteered to help with this. 
4) Committee Reports 

Nominating: Lucas Negas reported that a good number of voters ( 67) participated in NETWS election.  Lucas will be looking for new board members in September .  Need to make sure people are on Listserv so everybody knows about election.  
Membership: Chairman Shuan Dunn is absent, reported that we currently have 107 members, he would like to retain and/or gain 20 new members, could use help in this committee.
Programs: Chairman Lucas Negas;  Reported that this is a good location for a NETWS meeting, good attendance, suggestions needed for locations for next year, a relevant topic makes a big difference.     
Conservation Review: 
Private Lands: Chairman Tim McCoy is absent; no report available.  



Public Lands: Chairman Bill Vodenhal reported:
· Letter of support sent in Spring 2011 to FWS Rainwater Basin Wetland Management District regarding increasing the land acquisition goal currently at 24,000 acres to 38,177 acres; FWS would acquire additional 9,177 acres through fee title and 5,000 acres through conservation easements.  Rainwater Basin is critical each spring as staging area for migrating cranes, waterfowl, and shorebirds.

· Samuel R. McKelvie NF final EIS relative to grazing management on all allotments will have a Record of Decision in 2012.  Depending on Appeals, implementation of the Grazing Management Adaptive Management Option will begin in 2013.  Bill Vodehnal has been working in Cooperative Agency Status for NGPC with USFS in developing the final EIS.

· Ogallala National Grasslands (ONG) is undergoing the NEPA process to evaluate grazing management and re-issuance of 10-year grazing permits.  Scoping process has been completed and USFS in process of developing alternatives in their draft EIS.  NETWS will have opportunity to respond once alternatives are developed.

· Since 2010, USFS has been proposing the Sand Creek Land Exchange in Sioux County whereby 760 acres of USFS property would be exchanged for 800 acres of private property.  Exchange would fill in some gaps in current USFS land holdings.  Chapter should provide comments once draft proposal is released ensuring that equal ecological value is attained in the exchange.

· Rearing Pheasants on NGPC Wildlife Management Areas-Should the Nebraska Chapter be providing comments to NGPC reference this activity?

· LB 374 is approaching final reading and has serious ramifications concerning black-tailed prairie dog management and control on private and public lands and potentially could infringe on private property rights.  Should chapter provide letter of concern opposed to LB 374

Information and Education: Chairman Jamie Bachman and Diane Beachly absent;   No updates available.  Laurel Badura provides update on website, needs information for website, would like to make the website more interesting.  Laurel will include past award winners on website. 
Awards:  Chairperson Laurel Badura.   Encourage members to nominate peers, one person submitted but not a NETWS member,  Joe Gabig award will be presented at this meeting.  Motion by Scott Hygnstrom. Suggest that the nominating committee and award committee sit down and discuss how to nominate members for awards.     
Motion seconded by Matt Stefil.  Discussion about building history of who has won the award. Motion passed. 

Certification Committee: Chairman Steve Riley  absent, no report available. 

Student Chapter: Chairperson Amber ?  absent;  Amber has graduated and no update is available, Discussion on how to determine who is in this position. 

Fundraising:  Chairman Matt Stefil:  Most of our profit comes our auction, expand into outside fundraising opportunities.  Matt would like one person from student chapters on this committee. Be thinking of other fundraising options for NETWS. 
Old Business

a) Gary White presents a powerpoint on National WS. 

a. All time high membership at meeting in Hawaii (1,400 people) higher the costs, the higher the attendance. 

b. Update on a number of WS reviews underway, position statements, 
c. TAISER affinity program (company will donate $25 per Taiser if they can put TWS logo on website. 

d. Wildlife Bulletin is back but subscribers are few. 

e. Portland OR is the location for the next WS meeting.  

f. CMPS meeting will be in Bismark ND on September 10th, 2012  

New Business 

a) Laurel Badura proposes that we develop a AD Hoc committee to capture the history of NETWS and revisit the COUCH program.  Teresa Zimmerman volunteers to chair committee if long time members also participate;  Larkin Powell makes motion to support this idea;  Scott Wessel  seconds.  Motion passes  
b) Prairie Dog Legislation;  Lucas Negas presents information, this bill would treat prairie dogs  similar to noxious weeds law, potentially it could be voted on today,  up to individuals to contact legislatures.  We need more notice time when these types of bills show up.  
c) Attracting more wildlife professionals to NETWS annual meetings:  Mark Lindvall thought we could have joint meetings with AFS, other states WS.  We would like to survey people who did not attend.  Need to redevelop tradition of attending wildlife professionals attending NETWS meeting.  Discussion  regarding concurrent meetings. Many non-members at this meeting because of a relevant topic,  
d) Kearney student conclave end of March, Teresa Zimmerman encourages students to attend.  
Ben Wheeler adjourns meeting,  Teresa Zimmerman , Lucas Negas,   12:16pm

