
TWS Minnesota Chapter Election – 2021 

Candidate Bios 

 

 

President: 

 

Nicole Bernd 

District Manager of West Polk SWCD, Crookston, since 2006, employee since 1994. A creator 

of relationships/partnerships and collaborator of successful projects for the restoration and 

conservation of our natural resources. University of Minnesota Crookston Graduate (1996), 

Natural Resource Management and an Associate’s in Applied Science Degree in Natural 
Resource Technology (1993), Brainerd Community College, aka, Central Lakes College.  A 

believer in people knowing all want to be included, not excluded and to be a part of something 

bigger than themselves. 

 

Bruce D. Anderson  

I retired from the MN Department of Natural Resources in July 2017. During my four years with 

the DNR I was Assistant Wildlife Manager and wildlife planner where I was involved wildlife 

surveys, planning, wildlife damage management, habitat assessments, invasive species 

management and Interdisciplinary support to timber management. 

 

Prior to this I had a 35-year career with the US Forest Service where I worked in North and 

South Dakota, Montana, Idaho and most recently on the Superior National Forest in Duluth. 

During my Forest Service career, I worked in program management positions for invasive 

species, rangeland management, oil & gas leasing, wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers, trails, 

Forest program monitoring, wildlife and recreation. I worked at length within five wilderness 

areas on wilderness related topics including livestock and recreational grazing, wildlife damage 

management, invasive species control, motorized use management and fire effects monitoring.   

 

Board member at large: 

 

Nicole Davros 

I am honored to be asked to serve as a Board Member At Large for the Minnesota Chapter of 

The Wildlife Society (MN TWS). I have been a member of our national chapter since 2003, and 

I joined MN TWS in 2013 after moving to Minnesota and prior to attending my first state 

chapter meeting. Admittedly, my involvement in chapters to date has been in more limited, 

behind-the-scenes roles rather than as an elected official. Prior to moving to Minnesota, I was a 

member of the University of Illinois’ Student Chapter during graduate school where I took a 

large role in organizing our first ever “Run For Your Wildlife” 5k fundraising event – a highly 

successful event that generated funds which helped support student travel to annual meetings and 

other activities. Over the past two years, I have worked closely with MN TWS’s 
Prairie/Farmland Committee Chairs as a contributor to our monthly newsletter.  

 

I’m currently the Research Supervisor for Minnesota Department of Natural Resources’ 
Farmland Wildlife Populations and Research Group, a position I’ve held since 2016. Prior to this 
role, I served as the Upland Game Research Scientist for the FaWPRG from 2012-2016. I earned 



my B.S. in Ecology, Ethology, and Evolution from the University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign (UIUC), my M.S. in Animal Ecology from Iowa State University, and my Ph.D. in 

Ecology, Evolution, and Conservation Biology from UIUC. Although I’m originally from 
Illinois, I’m very proud to be a transplant to Minnesota… but I need to be honest and say that I 
will always root for my Chicago sports teams (Bears, White Sox) over the Vikings or Twins. 

 

If elected, I will strive to bring the same energy, knowledge, and dedication to the Governing 

Board that I have seen demonstrated during my time as a MN TWS chapter member. As a liaison 

between members and the board, I’ll work to be your voice on issues important to you and to 
ensure that we uphold our core mission of science-based management and conservation of our 

wildlife and their habitats. Our chapter has done a great job of supporting students in their early 

careers, and I want to help continue making student support a key focus. In addition, I’ll work to 
find ways to engage and support new and existing members, with a focus on equity and inclusion 

for everyone. Throughout, I’ll strive to be a good listener and turn your ideas into tangible 
actions for us to take together. 

 

Kristin Hall 

I grew up in north Idaho and was a grubby little farm kid by nature. When I went to college I had 

aspirations of becoming a veterinarian because I had no idea there was any other choice if you 

wanted to work with animals and be outside. By way of proximity and economics, I landed at the 

University of Montana where, I took an introduction to wildlife course. Mind Blown! Working 

with wildlife could be a job?  

 

Absolutely hooked, I received a BS in Wildlife Biology from the University of Montana, worked 

multiple temporary field jobs, earned a Master’s degree in Conservation Biology and Sustainable 
Development from the University of WI- Madison and have been working in the conservation 

field for a couple decades now. I have worked in a variety of places for agencies, universities and 

NGOs. My primary muse has been birds with habitat protection/ enhancement at the core. I have 

done invasive species work in Hawaii, endangered species work for the military in California, 

and spent 10 years with Audubon building partnerships and collaborations for Important Bird 

Areas. I am currently with the MN DNR and my main task is working with partners to 

implement the State Wildlife Action Plan. I am fortunate to have a great team to work with, I 

value the partnerships I have and the new ones on the horizon and most importantly I believe in 

the work we do.   

 

Christopher Smith 

Chris is a Certified Wildlife Biologist and currently works for the Minnesota Department of 

Transportation as the agency's Protected Species Program Coordinator. He has a bachelor's 

degree in fisheries and wildlife and a master's degree in conservation biology - both from the 

University of Minnesota. Chris' work focuses on endangered species conservation with an 

emphasis on amphibian, reptiles, and terrestrial invertebrates. In addition, Chris is increasingly 

involved in the world of road ecology -- a discipline that focuses on ecological problems and 

solutions related to roads and other linear infrastructure. 

 

In addition to his professional work, Chris is an avid "field herper" as well as a community-

science advocate. He volunteers his time to a variety of conservation-focused organizations, and 



currently sits on the Board of Directors for The Center for North American Herpetology 

(CNAH), and is an active Midwest Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (MW 

PARC) and Minnesota Herpetological Society (MHS) member. 

 

Ben Walker 

I am a career U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employee who relocated to Northwestern Minnesota 

in 2015, to work at Glacial Ridge and Rydell National Wildlife Refuges. I currently serve as one 

of the field- based Inventory and Monitoring Biologists for the Midwest Region, and have the 

opportunity to help manage both Refuges while working with other stations and partners on 

biological monitoring efforts, data and GIS analysis, and regional pilot projects. When off 

Refuge, my wife and I enjoy spending time in wild places with our two young sons and 

continuing a love/hate relationship with a century and a half year old house.   

 

Treasurer 

 

Bill Severud 

I grew up in a suburb of Minneapolis.  My childhood was spent playing in streams and forests 

around my house; it was there I developed my interests in the natural world and wildlife in 

particular.  Throughout my career, The Wildlife Society has fostered these interests I held since 

childhood.  I have served as the MNTWS treasurer from 2019 to 2021 and would be delighted to 

run for a second term.  I am currently a postdoc at the University of Minnesota’s College of 
Veterinary Medicine in the Department of Veterinary Population Medicine. 


