
February 24, 
2020  

The Honorable Nancy 
Pelosi Speaker of the 
House U.S. House of 
Representatives U.S. 
Capitol, H-232 Washington, 
D.C. 20515  
The Honorable Kevin 

McCarthy Minority Leader 
U.S. House of 
Representatives U.S. 
Capitol, H-204 Washington, 
D.C. 20515  

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Leader 
McCarthy,  

As organizations collectively representing millions of Americans who enjoy the 
outdoors through hunting, fishing, birding, hiking, paddling, and gardening, as well as 
the state fish and wildlife agencies and other natural resource professionals charged 
with stewarding our nation’s wildlife, we write to express our strong support for the 
bipartisan ​Recovering America’s Wildlife Act ​(H.R. 3742) and urge you to advance it to 
the House floor for a vote.  

This legislation provides a comprehensive strategy to protect our wildlife heritage by 
assuring sufficient funding for on-the-ground activities that support states’ most urgent 
wildlife conservation priorities. This proactive approach to solving the ever-increasing 
challenges facing our nation’s fish and wildlife has brought over 170 Members of 
Congress together as cosponsors of this legislation. Just two months ago, the bill 
received overwhelming bipartisan support in the House Committee on Natural 
Resources and was reported out by a 26-6 vote, with a majority of Republican 
committee members present voting in favor. The momentum and increasingly bipartisan 
support building behind this bill underscore the urgency of advancing it to the floor. With 
more than one-third of all U.S. species at increased risk of extinction, we can’t afford not 
to take swift action.  

The ​Recovering America’s Wildlife Act ​will help recover and conserve species at risk by 
dedicating $1.3 billion for state-level conservation and $97.5 million to Tribal nations for 
on-the- ground conservation projects. The legislation funds the implementation of the 
congressionally- mandated State Wildlife Action Plans, which outline specific 
conservation actions necessary to recover and sustain healthy fish and wildlife 
populations, while also accelerating the recovery of species already listed under the 
Endangered Species Act. Similarly, tribal nations will expand conservation efforts on 
their lands, which provide vital habitat for hundreds of fish and wildlife species, including 



more than 500 species listed as threatened or endangered. This bill also allocates more 
funding for wildlife conservation in the territories, as recent natural disasters have 
exacerbated pressures on native species.  

The premise of this bill is simple: an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. We 
can save wildlife and save money in the long run by investing in collaborative solutions 
before species require more restrictive and expensive “emergency room” measures 
under the Endangered Species Act. This approach will save federal taxpayers tens of 
billions of dollars by ensuring  
more regulatory certainty for farmers, businesses, and industry while also growing our 
continuously expanding $887 billion outdoor economy that supports more than 7.6 
million jobs.  

The ​Recovering America’s Wildlife Act ​builds upon the incredible legacy of the Pittman- 
Robertson and Dingell-Johnson Acts, which brought iconic fish and wildlife species 
back from the brink of extinction through cooperative, science-driven wildlife 
management, supported by reliable funding. It will take a similar vision and effort to 
address the escalating problems facing our fish and wildlife in the 21​st ​century, and this 
bill presents a solution that meets the magnitude of the challenge.  

Passage of the ​Recovering America’s Wildlife Act ​is unequivocally the most important 
thing this Congress can do to protect our nation’s outdoor heritage. We look forward to 
working with you to bring this legislation to the House floor in the coming weeks.  
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