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SOUTHEASTERN SECTION
The Wildlife Society

Spring is here and I hope you are able to enjoy some 
time afield – trout fishing, turkey hunting, or other out-
door activities.  I had the opportunity to visit with the 
Florida Chapter to help celebrate their 50th anniver-
sary.  I appreciate the opportunity and invitation from 
Holly Ober and Dan Greene to attend and meet col-
leagues from a neighboring state. 
 
The 2019 Southeastern Wildlife Conclave was held 
in Tifton on the ABAC campus in March.  Dr. William 
Moore and his team of faculty, students, and assis-
tants did a great job with the event.  Well done on the 
weather as well, William!  Congratulations to the win-
ning teams and to the individual event winners. 

Other congratulations go out to Bronson Strickland, 
Ray Iglay, Laura Andrews and their team at Missis-
sippi State for an excellent Wildlife Damage Manage-
ment conference.  They have the same weather con-
tact that ABAC used.  

There are a few noteworthy news items to mention.  
The SEAFWA conference will be held in Hilton Head, 
SC on October 27-30, 2019.  Committee chairs should 
be conducting their business this spring and summer.  
There will be a call for committee reports later in the 
summer.  I want to express my gratitude for the work 
of the committees and leadership of the people who 
chair each committee.

The 26th TWS Annual conference will be a joint meet-
ing with the American Fisheries Society in Reno, NV 
from September 28 – October 3.  I hope to be able to 
visit with some of you at one or both of those meetings. 

This summer, President-Elect Ray Iglay, will be form-
ing a Nomination Committee to seek candidates for 
the offices of President-Elect and Secretary/Treasurer.

If you have an interest in serving on the committee 
please notify Ray as soon as possible.  If you have 
an interest in serving as an officer or committee chair 
please let one of us know of your interest.

There is one more item of information to pass on.  I 
have already sent a letter to state chapter presidents 
and student chapter advisors.  Several members of 
the Southeastern Section are working to create a 
wildlife summer field course modeled after the very 
successful field course in the Northeast Section.  
The NE section’s course has been offered for 11 
years.  This year Dan Greene (Weyerhaeuser Com-
pany) and I will be attending the NE Section course 
for a few days to see the program in action.  Our 
committee is proposing to offer the course in south-
east Georgia at the Jones Center at Ichauway.  The 
course will be offered in late May, 2020 but the exact 
dates are not finalized.  The course will be open to 
20-24 students from across the SE-TWS member 
states.  It is our objective to offer a hands-on field 
course that teaches basic field skills such as bird
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and mammal capture and handling, vegetation sam-
pling, equipment operation, prescribed fire and more.  
We are looking to each state chapter to help us ad-
vertise this opportunity and, perhaps, to offer financial 
assistance in the form of a scholarship to 1 or more 
students from your state who would benefit from par-
ticipating in this course.  The course will carry college 
credit.  Additional details will be provided later this 
summer as we finalize plans for the course. 

Finally, we still have as our stated goal to achieve a 
membership level at least 10% higher than in 2018.  I

encourage each of you to share the work of SE-
TWS and TWS in general to a colleague and help 
us recruit additional members.  TWS has over 2,000 
members residing in the southeastern states but 
less than 33% are members of the Southeastern 
Section.  Let’s all make a commitment to improve 
that ratio and strengthen our collective voice in sup-
port of southeastern wildlife conservation.

Mike Mengak
President, Southeastern Section TWS

Greetings,

This spring has been busy with travel to regional TWS 
events.  I recently attended State Chapter meetings 
in Kentucky, Arkansas and Florida.   It was a real 
pleasure getting to meet new people and catching up 
with old friends.  I think this may be one of the most 
enjoyable aspects of serving as your representative.  

The Florida meeting was particularly special this year 
as the Chapter celebrated their 50th anniversary.  
They also tried something new during this meeting; 
they had a ‘story time’ during their opening social.  I 
can’t imagine another profession that would provide 
more fodder for humor than the work of a wildlifer.  I 
mention this in case other state chapters may want 
to give it a try as it was really a fun time for attend-
ees.  From my perspective it was a great success.  

I was also honored to give the welcome address to 
students and faculty at this year’s Southeastern TWS 
Student Conclave at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 
College.  The faculty, students, and administration at 
ABAC did a great job organizing the event and mak-
ing everyone feel welcome.  Also, to my knowledge, 
this was the first time that Quiz Bowl competition was 
broadcast live.  Great job ABAC!

Have you heard about the new wildlife field course 
that the Southeastern Section TWS is developing?  
It is modeled after the very successful course offered 
by the Northeast Section.  We hope to enlist the help 
of each state chapter to select and help sponsor at 
least one student from each state within the Section.  
We plan to enroll 20 – 24 students in this first offering 
which will be held at the Jones Center at Ichauway
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in southwestern Georgia.  The course will be held 
for 2 consecutive weeks during early summer of 
2020 and will focus on applied wildlife manage-
ment and research field techniques.  It is planned 
that future course offerings will be offered through-
out the Section to facilitate greater involvement 
and provide students the opportunity to experi-
ence different ecosystems.  More information 
will be released as the course is developed.

The Wildlife Society now offers access to a 
new monthly edition of the eWildlifer to Associ-
ate Members of TWS (these are members of 
Sections or State Chapters but not members of 
TWS).   Please spread the word to members of 
your Chapter and encourage them to sign up.  As-
sociate Members should contact their Chapter of-
ficers for a link to sign up. 

Our next TWS annual meeting will take place 
Sept. 29 – Oct. 3 in Reno, Nevada.  Based on 
submitted abstracts and proposals, this meeting 
is on par to attract as many TWS members as any 
meeting in our history.  Given this meeting will be a 
joint meeting with the American Fisheries Society, 
there could be over four thousand total attendees.

As always, thanks for your efforts in managing 
our wildlife resources and thank you for your con-
tinued membership and participation in The Wild-
life Society.   I hope you all have a great summer.    

Mike Conner
Southeastern Section Representative  
Mike.conner@jonesctr.org
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DEER COMMIT TEE

Southeast Deer Study Group 

The 42nd Annual Meeting of the Southeast Deer 
Study Group (SEDSG) was hosted by the Kentucky 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDF-
WR) in Louisville on February 17-19, 2019.  The KD-
FWR host team was led by co-chairs Gabe Jenkins 
(Deer and Elk Program Coordinator) and Kyle Sams 
(Deer Program Biologist).  Approximately 300 regis-
trants enjoyed great hospitality, an excellent meeting 
theme on Deer; It’s What’s For Dinner that included 
6 presentations at 2 plenary sessions and 34 presen-
tations at 6 technical sessions.  The technical por-
tion of the meeting included 10 student presentations 
and 15 posters, 12 of which were by students.  The 
Deer Committee also met and its minutes are posted 
on the SEDSG website SEDSG.com. 

Matt Knox, the Deer Project Coordinator for Virgin-
ia’s Department of Game and Inland Fisheries was 
recipient of 2019 Deer Management Career Achieve-
ment Award.  Matt’s contribution and dedication to 
white-tailed deer management in Virginia and the 
Southeast over the past 30 years are exemplary and 
were highlighted at the awards ceremony.

This award is one of the, if not the most prestigious 
award given for work dedicated to white-tailed deer 
in North America. The award was first established 
in 1995 to recognize outstanding contributions to 
the understanding of white-tailed deer ecology and 
management in the southeastern United States.  
The award is given for activities conducted within 
the member states of the SE Section of The Wildlife 
Society and the states of Delaware, Missouri, Texas, 
and West Virginia.  The SE Section and beyond con-
vey congratulations and appreciation to Matt for this 
well-deserved recognition and praise his character, 
leadership and management excellence in the field of 
white-tailed deer ecology.

Matt Knox, the Deer Project Coordinator for Virginia’s Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
receives the 2019 Deer Management Career Achievement Award from his daughter, Sarah Peltier, 

and Steve Shea, Chairman SE Section of TWS Deer Committee.



C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T S

4COMMITTEE REPORTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

PUBLICATIONS COMMIT TEE

STUDENT AWARDS COMMIT TEE

WETLANDS WILDLIFE COMMIT TEE

The event was capped off by a recognition banquet 
that included student awards for the top three student 
presentations and posters.  Moriah Boggess and 
Rainer Nichols from Mississippi State University took 
1st and 2nd place honors for the Student Presentation 
Award and University of Tennessee’s Wade GeFell-
ers took 3rd place.  University of Georgia students 
took all three places in the poster competition.  Adam 
Edge and Zach Werner tied for first place and Jor-
dan Youngmann took 3rd. 

The 2020 SEDSG Meeting will be hosted by the Ala-
bama Division of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries in 
late February in the State’s coastal region.  Please 
monitor the SEDSG and SE Section websites for de-
tails in the coming months.

Deer Committee Chair: Steve Shea
sheawildlife@gmail.com

Upcoming SEAFWA Student Presentation 
and Student Poster Awards 

The Southeastern Section of TWS annually recog-
nizes the best student presentation and poster given 
at the SEAFWA Conference.  To be eligible to receive 
this award, a student must have graduated within 
one year prior to the meeting and be presenting re-
search at the conference conducted as a student. If 
you have or know of students presenting in the wild-
life technical session or will be presenting a poster 
at the upcoming 73rd Annual SEAFWA Conference 
to be held in Hilton Head Island, SC, please encour-
age them to participate.  If you are a student who 
will be giving a presentation or poster at SEAFWA, 
be sure to indicate that when you submit your ab-
stract (http://www.seafwa.org/conference/program/
call_for_abstracts__posters_and_peer_reviewed_
manuscripts/).  The deadline for submitting gener-
al oral presentations and posters is May 29, 2019.  
The winning students will be recognized at SEAF-
WA and will be presented an award (a plaque and 
$100 for best poster and $200 for best presentation).  

SETWS Student Awards Committee Chair:  
Andy Madison, amadison@uu.edu

NO NEWS REPORTED

NO NEWS REPORTED

http://www.seafwa.org/conference/program/call_for_abstracts__posters_and_peer_reviewed_manuscripts/
http://www.seafwa.org/conference/program/call_for_abstracts__posters_and_peer_reviewed_manuscripts/
http://www.seafwa.org/conference/program/call_for_abstracts__posters_and_peer_reviewed_manuscripts/
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C.W. WATSON AWARD COMMIT TEE

C.W. Watson Award 

The C. W. Watson Award Committee is responsible 
for the annual selection of the recipient of this award.  
The Committee is composed of a representation of 
the SEAFWA, the Southeastern Section of The Wild-
life Society, and the Southern Division of the Ameri-
can Fisheries Society.  Members are appointed by 
the organizations represented for a three-year term, 
each member scheduled to serve as Chairman in 
their third year.   Procedures and qualifications for 
nomination of recipients shall be as prescribed by 
the previously approved C. W. Watson Award cri-
teria. This award shall be presented at the annual 
conference banquet by the Chairman of the Watson
committee. See seafwa.org, Awards and Commit-
tees, or p. 32 for more information on the 2019 nomi-
nating process. 

SETWS Committee Chair: Emily Jo Williams 
ejwilliams@abcbirds.org

SET WS CONSERVATION AFFAIRS 
COMMIT TEE

New Co-Chair

Lisa Lord has joined Nelson Lafon as a new co-
chair of the SE TWS Conservation Affairs Commit-
tee (SE CAC).  Lisa is the South Carolina Field Proj-
ect Coordinator/Savannah River Watershed Project 
Director with The Longleaf Alliance, a member of the 
South Carolina CAC, and a Certified Wildlife Biolo-
gist®.  Lisa and Nelson will both participate in quar-
terly SE SAC calls and bi-monthly TWS Conserva-
tion Affairs Network calls.  Working together, they 
hope to have better coverage at SEAFWA and TWS 
meetings where they can attend SE-TWS business 
meetings and get a chance to meet more SE-TWS 
members in person.

SETWS CAC Co-Chair: Nelson Lafon
nelson.lafon@dgif.virginia.gov

Publicdomainpictures.net
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ALABAMA

STATE REPORTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Alabama Chapter

The 2019 Annual Meeting of the 
Alabama Chapter of The Wildlife Society will be held 
on July 10-11, 2019 at the Alabama Nature Center 
in Millbrook, AL. Join us for technical presentations 
of Wildlife Research and Management in Alabama 
and the Southeastern U.S. as well as a professional 
development program focusing on using camera 
surveys for monitoring wildlife populations.

Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries 
Division

Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries’ six-
teenth community archery park held its grand open-
ing on Wednesday, February 6, 2019, at Walker 
County Public Fishing Lake near Jasper, AL. The 
facility features an eight-target adult range from 
15 to 50 yards and a four-target youth range of 5 
to 20yards. Additionally, Walker County is the first 
state-operated archery park in the nation with a 
wheelchair-accessible elevated shooting platform. 
The elevated platform has six targets at distances 
ranging from 10 to 40 yards. 
 

Walker County joins 15 other community archery 
parks currently in operation throughout the state 
including Athens, Cullman, Dothan, Demopolis, De-
catur, Elba, Foley, Heflin, Huntsville, Lincoln, Tus-
caloosa, Ozark, Wetumpka, and in Oak Mountain 
and Wind Creek state parks. These facilities are one 
component of the Alabama Department of Conser-
vation and Natural Resources’ (ADCNR) effort to in-
crease awareness and participation in the life skill of 
archery.

For more information about Alabama’s community 
archery parks, visit www.outdooralabama.com/ac-
tivities/archery-parks.  

Carrie Threadgill 
carrie.threadgill@dcnr.alabama.gov

The sixteenth community archery park, located at 
Walker County Public Fishing Lake, held its grand 

opening, February 6, 2019.

ARKANSAS

Arkansas Chapter

The annual meeting was held March 7-8, 2019 in 
Little Rock. Across both days, 103 people attended, 
including seven students from AState, ATU, and 
Hendrix College who presented their research. Nine 
professionals also gave an update on their various 
research or management activities, including Mike 
Conner (representative of the SE-TWS section) 
who teamed up with Susan Rupp (Enviroscape) 
to discuss the TWS mentoring program. During this 
meeting, members elected a new President-Elect 
(Dr. Becky McPeake, UA) and a new Secretary-
Treasurer (Dr. Jorista Garrie, ATU), and voted 
unanimously in favor of changes made to the AR 
chapter bylaws.  Two important conservation-related 
items were discussed: (1) the new state solar leg-
islation SB 145 supported by Audubon Arkansas 
(several attendees signed the petition), and (2) the 
proposed rule for Waters of the US (an effort led by 
Scott Yaich meant to gather comments before the 
public comment period closed on April 15).

Virginie Rolland 
vrolland@astate.edu
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FLORIDA

GEORGIA

Georgia Chapter/USDA Wildlife 
Services

Georgia TWS Member Earns Award 

Elizabeth Miller, a member-at-large on the Geor-
gia TWS chapter board, has been selected as the 
2018 Eastern Region Wildlife Biologist of the Year 
for the USDA Wildlife Services program. As the state 
office’s staff biologist, she works across Georgia on 
projects mitigating damage issues related to white-
tailed deer, Canada geese, predators, vultures, pi-
geons and beavers — and she has become adept at 
constructing lifelike vulture effigies used to disperse 
vultures for livestock and property protection.

A 2013 M.S. gradate from the University of Georgia, 
Miller began her Wildlife Services career as a biolo-
gist for the National Wildlife Research Center’s Utah 
field station for predation damage research. She re-
turned to Georgia in 2014 to conduct wildlife haz-
ard assessments at five general aviation airports in

Georgia TWS member Elizabeth A. Miller has been selected as the 2018 Eastern Region Wildlife 
Biologist of the Year for the USDA Wildlife Services program. ©Wildlife Services

Atlanta. The year-long assessments document wild-
life usage of an airport and surroundings, systemati-
cally surveying wildlife at different times of the day 
and year and providing the scientific basis for a for-
mal management plan.

An Associate Wildlife Biologist®, Miller approached 
the logistical challenge of multiple simultaneous as-
sessments enthusiastically, using a Trimble handheld 
GPS data collection device. Six months after complet-
ing the last surveys she delivered five wildlife hazard 
assessments that included maps more dynamic and 
spatially accurate than anything our state program 
had produced previously.

She streamlined data collection for predator damage 
management projects, creating ArcGIS maps in a 
more efficient, time-saving process. Miller is working 
with state partners to develop an application for data 
collection on iPads real time in the field for reports, 
management and data-sharing.

She routinely participates in scientific research efforts 
and teaches labs for wildlife damage management 
classes at the University of Georgia, which led to Mill-
er’s participation on the search panel for a University 
of Georgia wildlife faculty member.

Steve H. Smith, CWB, State Director 
USDA Wildlife Services-North Carolina

Article originally published on wildlife.org. 

NO NEWS REPORTED
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ABAC Student Chapter 

ABAC Hosts The Wildlife Society Southeastern 
Student Conclave

The Wildlife Society Southeastern Student Conclave 
is one of the most active and challenging wildlife-spe-
cific competitions in the world. College and university 
undergraduate and graduate students from across 
the United States compete for three days in a variety 
of physical, artistic, and intellectual events. 

For the first time ever, Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 
College recently hosted this most prestigious annual 
competition of wildlife minds.  The University of Geor-
gia (UGA) was the overall 2019 Conclave winner with 
the highest scores across all competitions.  Missis-
sippi State University finished second followed by 
North Carolina State University, and Haywood (N.C) 
Community College.

A total of 21 colleges and universities, all with wildlife-
related programs, competed in the Conclave, bring-
ing 359 registrants, including student competitors and 
their faculty advisors, to Tifton.  Eleven states were 
represented, ranging from Maryland to Arkansas.

Competing in the Conclave were Auburn University, 
Clemson University, Arkansas State University, Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Monticello, Arkansas Tech Uni-
versity, University of Florida, University of Georgia, 
Murray State University, Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity, Louisiana State University, Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity, Frostburg State University, Mississippi State 
University, North Carolina State University, Haywood 
Community College, Western Carolina University, 
Cleveland State Community College, University of 
Tennessee Knoxville, Tennessee Tech University, 
University of Tennessee at Martin, and Virginia Tech 
University.

Physical events included canoeing, skeet and air rifle 
shooting, archery, and the exhausting but highly en-
tertaining obstacle course, which this year included 
crawling through a mud pit, wading through a pond, 
and hoisting team members over an eight-foot-high 
wooden wall.

Artistic events included the annual art and photogra-
phy contests, which have a variety of submission cat-
egories and a live-photography event where students 
have just a few hours to make a professional wildlife 
and/or habitat photograph. 

Intellectual competitions such as team competi-
tion and quiz bowl, essentially wildlife jeopardy on 
steroids, challenged students’ knowledge on topics 
ranging from plant and animal identification and tax-
onomy, invasive species, history and policy, equip-
ment, habitat and wildlife management techniques, 
and much more.

ABAC used the opportunity as the Conclave host 
to showcase its newly acquired 1,000 acre working 
school forest, which contained the obstacle course, 
archery, air rifle, and orienteering competitions. Field 
photography was held at the nearby Paradise Public 
Fishing Area, and the skeet shoot was held on near-
by private property. 

ABAC’s vast campus served as the host for the team 
competition, an event where entire school teams run 
to and complete 22 various stations on equally di-
verse topics within five minutes on a 1.7-mile route.  
The ABAC campus also served as the site for the 
fishing competition, field estimations, lab practical, 
museum study skin preparation of hispid cotton rats, 
GIS Practical, and dendrology. 

Quiz Bowl was once again a major draw at the Con-
clave when the teams competed in a double-elimina-
tion tournament that spanned two full mornings. The 
event was held at the UGA Tifton Campus Confer-
ence Center. UGA emerged as the Quiz Bowl cham-
pion followed by the University of Tennessee at Mar-
tin and Mississippi State University.

While ABAC judges graded all the events on a rig-
orous Saturday morning in time for the awards cer-
emony and banquet that night, Conclave participants 
enjoyed a variety of field trips and educational op-
portunities. Project Wild, Project Learning Tree, 
and farm equipment workshops were offered on the 
ABAC campus. 
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KENTUCKY

Other participants chose field trips to the Silver Lake 
Wildlife Management Area (WMA), Broxton Rocks 
owned by The Nature Conservancy, Grand Bay 
WMA, Montezuma WMA, the Flint RiverQuarium, 
Cordele Fish Hatchery, and a private hunting ranch 
managed by Buck Country Wildlife Consulting.  Each 
field trip and educational opportunity offered a broad 
view of the ecology, natural history, and management 
of wildlife and habitat in South Georgia.

First, second, and third place winners of individual 
events received an engraved basswood plaque with 
the event title and their placement. Winners of more 
difficult group events, such as quiz bowl and team 
competition, received an engraved metal wood duck 
silhouette and a nicely framed wildlife print to hang 
with bragging rights at their respective academic in-
stitutions. 

“A competition such as Conclave wouldn’t be a suc-
cess without the dozens of volunteers and ABAC 
alumni who traveled from all over the state to come 
back and help ABAC’s Student Chapter of The Wild-
life Society members put on this spectacular event,” 
Dr. Vanessa Lane, an assistant professor of wildlife 
ecology and management at ABAC, said. 

“A special thanks goes to Michael Connor for speak-
ing at the opening ceremony, Nikki Castleberry for 
helping run and score the museum study skin prepa-
ration, Vonda Fenn for being the go-to person behind 
registration and all logistics involved in planning an 
event of this scale, Director of Marketing and Com-
munications Lindsey Roberts for all her assistance, 
all of the field trip leaders, all of ABAC’s faculty and 
staff who helped with crowd control and running vari-
ous activities, and the ABAC administration, includ-
ing the ABAC Foundation and the ABAC Alumni As-
sociation, for being so incredibly supportive with their 
financial and match-in-kind contributions.”

For further information on individual event winners, 
interested persons can contact Dr. Jason Scott at 
jscott@abac.edu.

College and university students from across the nation converged on the ABAC campus for the 
2019 version of The Wildlife Society Southeastern Student Conclave.

The theme of the 2019 annual meeting of the KCT-
WS was “Multi-State Conservation Initiatives”. Invited 
keynotes speakers included Dr. Becky Keller, Ameri-
can Bird Conservancy’s Science Coordinator for the

Kentucky Chapter
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Appalachian Mountains Joint Venture; Don McKen-
zie, Director for the National Bobwhite Conservation 
Initiative (NBCI); and Gabe Jenkins, KDFWR Deer 
and Elk Program Coordinator, who recounted the 
historical multi-state species restoration projects in 
which KDFWR has participated. Oral presentations 
at the meeting covered topics ranging from use of 
artificial roost structures by Indiana bats, landown-
er response to the end of CREP payments, habitat 
modeling approach to American chestnut restoration 
in Appalachia, assessment of wetland reserve moni-
tor program in western Kentucky, and influence of 
deer density on corn and soybean yield in western 
Kentucky.  At the poster session, the topics of the 17 
posters ranged from parasite load and zoonotic dis-
ease prevalence in feral cats, snake fungal disease 
in western Kentucky, New Mexico river otters, effects 
wetlands and forest openings on early-successional 
birds, estimating black bear occupancy using baited 
camera traps, autumn behavior of Northern long-
eared bats, cover crop modification and impact on 
voles, amphibian mortality due to invasive honey-
suckle, fire ant impact on diet of Southern toads, and 
count-based population viability and endangered 
running buffalo clover. 

Louisiana Association of  
Professional Biologists / LA TWS 

Louisiana Association of Professional Biologists / LA 
TWS announced their annual meeting will be held 
August 8-9, 2019 in Lafayette, LA. Student presenta-
tions will be held Thursday, August 8 and a focus ses-
sion on Integrated Natural Resource Management 
on Private Lands will be held on Friday, August 9. 

Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

LDWF Biologist Receives Prestigious 
“Presidential Award for Leadership”

Fred Hagaman, biologist manager in the LDWF 
WMA Forestry Program, received the 2018 Louisi-
ana Society of American Foresters (LASAF) “Presi-
dential Award for Leadership”. The award is given in 
recognition of vision, leadership and service in pro-
moting sustainable forestry in Louisiana and for years 
of service to LASAF. Fred has served as the LASAF 

Kentucky Dept. of Fish & Wildlife Resources 

 A sportsman and third-generation farmer with a var-
ied background ranging from mining, automotive 
manufacturing and human resources, Rich Storm 
was selected as the new Commissioner of the KDF-
WR. He earned his bachelor’s degree in Agricultural 
Science from Kentucky’s Morehead State University.  
KDFWR’s Kentucky Wild program reported from 2007 
to 2016 bald eagle nesting territories increased by 
315%; 174 active eagle nests were located in 2018.

Chuck Elliott 
charles.elliott@eku.edu   

Mark Musselman, NCTC Library 
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secretary since 2017 and was on the National Society 
of American Foresters Revenue Development Com-
mittee from 2017-2018.  Fred was also a candidate 
for the National Society of American Foresters Board 
in 2016 and served as the LASAF chair in 2013. 

MARYLAND/DELAWARE

The National Wild Turkey Federation Honors  
LDWF’s Lynn Bennett

Lynn Bennett, a wildlife technician supervisor with 
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
was recognized by the Lake Charles chapter of the 
National Wild Turkey Federation for his work with 
the species and assisting with LDWF’s annual turkey 
youth lottery hunt.

Bennett, who has been with LDWF for 19 years, 
was previously honored as the state NWTF Wildlife 
Management Area Technician of the Year. He helps 
to trap wild turkeys on southwest Louisiana Wildlife 

Management Areas and National Forest lands for 
research. In addition, he has been involved with the 
Peason Ridge WMA Youth Lottery Turkey hunt for 
many years.

Jeff Duguay
jduguay@wlf.la.gov

NO NEWS REPORTED

George Tiley presents Fred Hagaman (right) the 
LASAF Presidential Award for Leadership.

Photo Credit: Tim L. Holland

LDWF’s Lynn Bennett (left) with Lake Charles 
Chapter NWTF committee member 

Harold Yarborough.
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MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi Chapter

The Mississippi Chapter of TWS (MS 
TWS) will be holding their annual meeting in Vicks-
burg on September 18-19. Professional develop-
ment workshops, research presentations, field tours 
and a business meeting.

MS TWS provided a scholarship to an undergradu-
ate to attend the 18th Wildlife Damage Management 
Conference, March 25-17, hosted by Mississippi 
State University’s (MSU) Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture with support from the 
MSU College of Forest Resources, MSU Forest and 
Wildlife Research Center, MSU Extension Service, 
USDA/APHIS/Wildlife Services-MS State Office, 
and USDA/APHIS/Wildlife Services/National Wildlife 
Research Center-MS Field Station. Participation in 
this meeting contributed to the student’s acceptance 

into a DVM/PhD program where she will study 
wildlife-related disease transmission. Conference 
attendees represented research faculty, resources 
managers, and policy-makers at U.S. and interna-
tional universities, federal and state agencies respon-
sible for wildlife damage management, and profes-
sional nuisance wildlife operators in private practice. 

Mississippi State University Student Chapter

The Mississippi State University (MSU) chapter of 
TWS has worked hard on promotion and public edu-
cation. Chapter members participated in MSU’s Sci-
ence Night and Earth Day events as well as contrib-
uting to Canoe Days at a local refuge and BioBlitz 
events with the MSU Extension Service.  The group 
has also been involved in professional development 
and service projects, including collaborating in a 
stream clean-up with other campus groups, building 
nest boxes for placement at the Sam D. Hamilton 
Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge, and participating 
in boating and electrofishing workshops.

MSU TWS members after a day of nest box construction work.
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NORTH CAROLINA

MSU TWS sent an 18-member team to the 2019 
Southeastern Conclave at Abraham-Baldwin Agricul-
tural College in Tifton, GA. The chapter placed 3rd in 
Quiz Bowl and 2nd overall, as well as placing in the 
top three in turkey calling, archery, dendrology, and 
museum specimen preparation. 

Leslie Burger 
leslie.burger@msstate.edu

MSU TWS Conclave team at the 2019 Southeastern Conclave Awards Banquet.

North Carolina Chapter

Over the last several months, we were busy plan-
ning our Annual Chapter Meeting, held from April 2-4 
in Black Mountain.  The theme of the meeting was 
‘Habitat Matters: Conservation from the Ground Up’.  

It focused on all levels of habitat management, res-
toration and conservation, with different perspectives 
from federal government, state government and pri-
vate land management.  We had a fantastic turnout 
and welcomed almost 140 participants!  

In addition to the meeting, we offered several great 
field trips, including a salamander and bird hike, a 
tour of the NC Wildlife Resources Commission’s 
(NCWRC) Conservation Aquaculture Facility and 
an early successional plant ID hike with our key-
note speaker, Jordan Nanney (TN  Wildlife Re-
sources Agency).  We rounded off the meeting 
with numerous fundraising opportunities, includ-
ing raffles and both silent and live auctions.  We’re 
excited to start planning our meeting next year, 
slated to occur in the Piedmont area of the State. 

We’re happy to announce that our 2019 Spring 
Grants are now available for our NCTWS members. 



OKLAHOMA

SOUTH CAROLINA

NO NEWS REPORTED
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This includes the Annual Meeting Registration Grant 
and the Professional Development Grant.  Rachael 
Urbanek, our newly elected President, was the re-
cipient of the 2018 Conference Grant.  This allowed 
her to travel to the TWS National Conference in 
Cleveland, OH, where she was able to present on 
two collaborative works between NCWRC and UNC-
Wilmington.  We’re also grateful to our Professional 
Development Committee, who developed a Threat-
ened and Endangered Species Workshop for our 
members last fall.  Attendees were presented with a 
series of eight lectures from a wide variety of subject 
matter experts and a guided site visit on Fort Bragg.  
Attendees got an up-close look at a red-cockaded 
woodpecker cluster and pixie moss in the beautiful 
habitat of the Sandhills.     

In our most recent newsletter, we highlighted the 
Joyce Kilmer-Slickrock Wilderness Area (JKSWA). 
Named after Joyce Kilmer, a prolific poet, journal-
ist and lecturer, this wilderness area contains one of 
the few remaining tracts of virgin forest in the eastern 
United States.  The JKSWA adjoins Citigo Creek Wil-
derness and straddles the NC-TN border in both the 
Pisgah and Cherokee National Forests.  After sev-
eral additions of land over the years, they total almost 
33,000 acres.  Some of the trees in this area exceed 
20 feet in circumference and are over 400 years old.  
For more information about this unique and rare habi-
tat, contact the Cheoah Ranger District in Robbins-
ville (828-479-6431).         

For additional news and upcoming events, check out 
the quarterly newsletter (NC Wildlifer) on the Chapter 
website (www.nctws.org/wordpress/).  

Gabriela Garrison 
gabriela.garrison@ncwildlife.org

South Carolina DNR

SCDNR Preserve Manager Named to International 
Association of Wildland Fire Board of Directors

Johnny Stowe, Heritage Preserve manager with the 
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources 
(SCDNR), was recently named to the board of direc-
tors of the International Association of Wildland Fire. 
The International Association of Wildland Fire, based 
in Missoula, Montana, is an independent organization 
whose membership includes experts in all aspects of 
wildland fire. 

Stowe is a S.C. Registered Forester and Certified 
Wildlife Biologist® in SCDNR’s Pee Dee/Catawba 
Region. He has managed SCDNR heritage preserves 
with prescribed fire for 23 years. He represents the 
department on wildland fire management, policy, 
education and outreach issues, and he helped form 
the South Carolina Prescribed Fire Council. Stowe lit 
his first fires 50 years ago on the family farm that he 
still burns today. His passions and energy center on 
the cultural and natural heritage of prescribed fire and 
its connection to human ecology, on putting good-fire 
on-the-ground to restore and maintain the integrity of 
imperiled ecosystems, and on engaging and mentor-
ing the next generation of wildland fire leaders and 
managers.

“This is an incredible honor for Johnny to be named 
to the board of the International Association of Wild-
land Fire,” said Billy Dukes, SCDNR chief of wildlife. 
“Being appointed to an international board like this 
shows just how well respected and highly regarded 
Johnny is within the wildland fire community.”

“I’ve been very fortunate to have many good teachers 
and mentors over the years,” said Stowe, “including 
my family and friends when I was growing up, my col-
leagues at SCDNR and many private landowners and 
others in the prescribed fire community here in the 
Southeast, and in the global wildland fire community. 
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I am very grateful to all those folks, and especially 
to retired U.S. Forest Service Fire Researcher Dale 
Wade for taking me under his wing when I first came 
to South Carolina. Dale connected me with folks in 
the IAWF; he has for 23 years patiently taught and 
corrected and guided and challenged me, and he 
has enabled my lifelong love of learning and teach-
ing. I am striving to share the Southland’s prescribed 
fire culture with others around the globe. Modern fire 
science began in Southeastern North America, and 
using controlled burning to reduce fuel loads and 
enhance public safety, and to provide a wide range 
of ecological, economic and cultural benefits, is a 
deeply rooted part of Southern heritage, and it is 
more important now than ever. And, of course, the 
benefits flow both ways—over the last decade I have 
learned a great deal from IAWF folks, and it is excit-
ing to bring that knowledge back to South Carolina. 
And I am very grateful to the IAWF for the opportunity 
to serve on its board.”

Johnny Stowe, Heritage Preserve manager with the 
South Carolina Department of Natural Resources.

The mission of the International Association of Wildland 
Fire (IAWF) is to facilitate communication and provide 
leadership for the wildland fire community. The IAWF 
was formed to promote a better understanding of wild-
land fire and built on the belief that an understanding of 
this dynamic natural force is vital for natural resource 
management, for firefighter safety, and for harmoni-
ous interaction between people and their environment.

Clemson Tigers’ Waterfowl and Wetlands Spring 
Migration

Annual migrations by birds and other wildlife are 
adaptive and awe-inspiring for ecologists to ob-
serve. As weather warms, millions of waterfowl and 
other waterbirds exhibit Zugunruhe—a German word 
meaning anxious behavior to migrate. Like many wa-
terfowl and waterbird enthusiasts, 14 undergraduate 
students enrolled in Clemson University’s Creative 
Inquiry Course and interns of the James C. Kenne-
dy Waterfowl & Wetlands Conservation Center were 
anxious to migrate during our spring break in March 
2019. The “Kennedy Kids,” as we are affectionately 
known, departed campus and dispersed northward to 
North Carolina’s Outer Banks to visit state wildlife ar-
eas, National Wildlife Refuges (NWR), and an Audu-
bon sanctuary in coastal North Carolina. We were 
chaperoned by our advisors, Nicholas Masto, M..S. 
graduate student, and Dr. Rick Kaminski, Professor 
and Director of the Kennedy Center.  The following is 
a summary of our migration.

On Friday March 15th, we arrived at the Outer Banks, 
Kitty Hawk, NC. We saw sand dunes, maritime scrub-
lands and forests, beach, and brackish marshes. We 
also were surprised by the level of human develop-
ment and tourism in this region in spite of recent hur-
ricanes and increasing sea-level rise along the North 
Carolina Atlantic Coast.

On Saturday, March 16th, we began our scheduled 
experiential learning opportunities, the first of which 
was a visit to Donal C. Obrien Sanctuary and Audu-
bon Center at Pine Island, NC. We were greeted by 
Dr. Robbie Fearn, the Center’s Director, who admit-
ted us behind the gates at the Center. He explained 
the national historical and conservation significance 
of this property, which has hosted waterfowl hunting 
for over a century and now is providing opportunities 
for wetland systems research. Dr. Fearn explained 
the philosophy of understanding and accepting eco-
system change over time and emphasized wetland 
movement, transition, and management to mitigate 
impacts of climate change and sea-level rise. Addi-
tionally, the property contained a red bay (Persea bor-
bonia) dominated scrub community, which, according 
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according to Dr. Fearn, is one of the rarest habitats in the 
world.  After speaking with Dr. Fearn, we hiked along a 
nature trail. We observed several species of waterfowl 
including greater scaup (Aythya marila), black ducks 
(Anas rubripes), American green-winged teal (A. crec-
ca), and Canada geese (Branta canadensis). Stopping 
at an idled former crop field, Dr. Kaminski discussed 
how the field could be transformed into a site for dove 
hunting, emphasizing the importance of species other 
than waterfowl on this island. Additionally, he shared 
his insight as we walked along a wet meadow of broom 
sedge (Andropogon virginicus). He lectured that broom 
sedge was a late successional grass species with little 
value for waterfowl and other wildlife. A combination of 
burning and disking would encourage germination of 
early successional plants from the native seed bank, 
which would provide food and cover for waterfowl and 
other birds. 
 
Next, we drove to Pea Island NWR. There, we saw a 
variety of waterfowl and American coots (Fulica ameri-
cana). Shortly after arriving, we espied a river otter (Lu-
tra canadensis) swimming with a drake gadwall (Mareca 
strepera) firmly in its grasp like a retriever. The otter held 
our attention for much of our remaining time at Pea Is-
land NWR, and one student, David Singletary, snapped 
an excellent photograph of this predator with its prey.

Additionally, Dr. Kaminski quizzed us on wildlife tracks 
and scats. We also found the skeleton of a shorebird, 
which we identified as such by the length of its tibio-
tarsi. Afterwards, we stopped at Oregon Inlet, a world-
recognized inlet for its dangerous waves and currents 
that have sunk many sport fishing ships.

River otter with its waterfowl prey.

On March 17th, we traveled inland to tour North 
Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission’s J. Mor-
gan Futch Wildlife Gamelands, where we met Da-
vid Turner, the Commission’s Northern Coastal 
Management Biologist. We toured the facilities, in-
cluding a handicap hunter duck blind, eight moist-
soil wetland impoundments, and six catfish ponds 
which were converted and managed to promote 
growth of submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) for 
waterfowl. During the tour, students engaged in dis-
cussion of moist-soil management, waterfowl hunt-
ing and harvest, nuisance wildlife, aquatic plant 
management, and the area’s cooperative farming 
program.  The program allows farmers to grow and 
harvest agricultural crops on this state land, where-
in farmers must leave about 10% of crop for use 
by waterfowl and other wildlife. Mr. Turner informed 
the students of nuisance aquatic plant and wildlife 
species including alligator weed (Alternanthera 
philoxeroides) that clogs pumps and channels, 
muskrats (Ondatra zibethicus) and nutria (Myocas-
tor coypus) that tunnel into dikes, and black bear 
(Ursus americanus) that depredate crops, ransack 
cabs of heavy equipment, and chew holes in rub-
ber hydraulic fluid hoses.  Mr. Turner believed the 
bears rolled in hydraulic fluid perhaps to help repel 
insects from their pelage.  Lastly, Mr. Turner dis-
cussed legislative roles in operations and manage-
ment of state wildlife lands. We enjoyed an outdoor 
lunch with Mr. Turner and then followed him to Tex-
as Plantation, another managed state gameland.

Texas Plantation is managed similarly to J. Mor-
gan Futch, although it is currently being renovat-
ed. Renovations included additional impounded 
wetlands and installation of new infrastructure to 
prevent alligator weed from entering and clogging 
water pumping stations. This device consisted of a 
perforated metal grate in a sliding channel in the 
canal, designed to collect floating vegetation be-
fore entering and clogging pumps. Mr. Turner also 
discussed their great partnership with Ducks Un-
limited, Inc. on this and other wetlands projects in 
North Carolina.

On Monday, March 18th, we visited North Caroli-
na’s Goose Creek Gamelands, where we met Mr. 
Rickie Clark, the Commission’s Central Coastal
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Management Biologist. Mr. Clark gave the students 
a brief history of Goose Creek Gamelands, which 
originally was created for mosquito control and later 
converted to promote production of SAV for winter-
ing waterfowl. After the history lesson, we traveled to 
an observation tower where we observed impacts of 
saltwater intrusion on a former freshwater forested 
wetland and a variety of waterfowl including Ameri-
can wigeon (M. americana), black ducks, and blue-
winged teal (Spatula discors). Mr. Clark discussed 
management challenges, such as invasive species, 
natural disasters, and wind and boat wave action 
that causes significant dike damage. After observ-
ing a significantly eroded dike along the intracoastal 
waterway, we headed to Pocosin Lake NWR.

Upon arriving at Pocosin Lake, we met Ms. Sarah 
Watts, Refuge Volunteer and Program Coordinator. 
During lunch, Ms. Watts provided us a brief history 
of the Pocosin Lake NWR. The word Pocosin, is a 
Native American term for “swamps on a hill,” where 
peat and bog wetlands were geologically formed in 
this area. Ms. Watts also discussed the importance 
of carbon sequestration by Pocosin peatlands, as 
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well the history and reintroduction of red wolves (Ca-
nis rufus). Pocosin NWR also has a cooperative farm-
ing that provides corn and other grains for migratory 
waterfowl. After lunch, Ms. Watts led us on a driving 
tour of the refuge in which we saw croplands, forested 
wetlands, and managed marshes. After the tour, Dr. 
Kaminski led us in a critical thinking exercise in which 
we discussed possible ecological explanations for 
cross-continental migration of tundra swans (Cygnus 
columbianus) that winter at this refuge and elsewhere 
in the Atlantic coastal region. These large-bodied birds 
breed in Alaska and migrate southeasterly to winter in 
great abundances in coastal North Carolina. We pro-
posed several theories for this cross-continental mi-
gration.  Perhaps the birds’ foraging dependence on 
aquatic vegetation in lakes and other wetlands from 
Alaska to the Atlantic coast influenced evolution of 
this cross-continental migration. 

We spent Tuesday, March 19th at famed Mattamus-
keet NWR, where we were welcomed by Ms. Wendy 
Stanton, Refuge Biologist. Ms. Stanton shared an in-
formative presentation, depicting management chal-
lenges faced at Mattamuskeet NWR, most of which

All 16 members of Clemson University’s James C. Kennedy Waterfowl and Wetlands Creative Inquiry 
spring break trip shown here at the Donal C. Obrien Sanctuary and Audubon Center at Pine Island boat 
ramp. Left to right: David Singletary, advisor Dr. Rick Kaminski, Marcus Dudley, Colby Taylor, Jess 
Eidson, Chandler Gray, Tristan Turner, Amanda Taylor, Granger Rabon, Colin Farah, Caleb Watson, 

Stephanie Braswell, Nathaniel Schmidt, Castles Leland, Richard Coen, and Nick Masto. 
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Wildlife Professional of the Year Award – Chuck 
Yoest, TWRA (left). Presented by Robert Brewer.

Lifetime Achievement Award – Roger Applegate, 
TWRA (right). Presented by Robert Brewer.

Tennessee Chapter

The Tennessee Chapter of The Wildlife Society held 
its 51st annual meeting from February 27 - March 1, 
2019 in Gatlinburg, TN. Please join us in congratu-
lating the following award winners for their achieve-
ments and dedication to the wildlife profession!

TENNESSEElink to the Lake’s increasing salinity. Lacking ability 
to manage hydrology adequately, coupled with pres-
sure from local farmers to maintain freshwater for 
irrigation, salinity, eutrophication, and algal blooms 
are significant influences on decline of SAV for win-
tering waterfowl and coots. We discussed problems 
associated with decreased SAV coverage including 
foraging carrying capacity for the nearly 60,000 tun-
dra swans and 200,000 ducks that winter in the area. 
Because of decreased SAV, swans and geese now 
readily forage in dry corn fields on and off the refuge.  
Afterwards, Ms. Stanton discussed the value of vol-
unteer and paid work experiences to “get your foot 
in the door” to earn a federal or other job in natural 
resources. We rounded out the trip at a local restau-
rant for lunch and more discussion before migrating 
back to Clemson, SC.

As we arrived in Clemson and completed our migra-
tion, an unspoken satisfaction and appreciation per-
meated the vans. We understood what a privilege 
and opportunity we were afforded through the Ken-
nedy Center; Clemson University Creative Inquiry 
Program; our chaperones, Nick Masto and Dr. Ka-
minski; and the North Carolina state, federal, and pri-
vately affiliated hosts. We were happy to spend our 
spring breaks to travel and enhance our waterfowl 
and wetlands education in North Carolina. Rarely do 
campus classes offer experiential opportunities such 
as the one we have described. Each of us will cher-
ish this experience, those with whom we shared it, 
and the opportunity and impact of it on our education 
and future careers. 

Contributed by: Nathaniel Schmidt, Robert  
Leland, Nicholas Masto, and Dr. Rick Kaminski
James C. Kennedy Waterfowl & Wetlands  
Conservation Center, Clemson University 

David Jachowski 
djachow@clemson.edu
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Student Presentation Award – Katie Harris,  
UT-Knoxville. Presented by Roger Applegate.

Student Poster Award – William Brewer, 
Cleveland State. Presented by Roger Applegate. 

Undergraduate Scholarship Recipient – 
Tara Schmidt, TTU. Presented by Emma Willcox.

Wild Game Cook-off Winner - Michael Darity, 
Cleveland State. Presented by Steve Hayslette.
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The Tennessee Chapter approved a position state-
ment following detection of chronic wasting disease 
(see TWRA section for additional information). 

Position Statement on the Invasion of Chronic 
Wasting Disease into Tennessee

Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a transmissible 
spongiform encephalopathy of some members of 
Cervidae, including white-tailed deer, mule deer, elk, 
moose, and others.  As of 1 March 2019, positive 
CWD cervids have been detected in 26 U.S. states 
and three Canadian provinces since the late 1960s, 
and the disease continues to emerge and spread in 
North America. Substantial population declines of 
cervids and economic loss can occur following the 
invasion of CWD into previously disease-free loca-
tions. In addition, some evidence suggests that CWD 
may be transmissible to primates, and captive cervid 
facilities may contribute to the invasion of CWD. 

Positive CWD white-tailed deer were detected in Fay-
ette and Hardeman counties, Tennessee, on 14 De-
cember 2018. The Tennessee Chapter of The Wildlife 
Society (TN-TWS) hereby declares the invasion of 
CWD into Tennessee as a threat to the wildlife, econ-
omy, and potentially the public health of the State of 
Tennessee. The TN-TWS supports swift and coor-
dinated response by state natural resource, agricul-
ture, and public health agencies in cooperation with 
the Tennessee General Assembly and other identi-
fied partners. The TN-TWS recommends that re-
sponse includes at a minimum: (1) rapid identification 
of CWD distribution in Tennessee, (2) assessment 
of potential CWD impacts on Tennessee economics, 
(3) identification of factors that may contribute to the 
spread of CWD in Tennessee, (4) identification and 
implementation of strategies to reduce the impact of 
CWD on the citizens of Tennessee, and (5) inclusion 
of science in decision making.

Vote: 41 For, 0 Against, 0 Abstentions (03/01/2019) 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency

In December 2018, Tennessee became the 26th 
state to detect chronic wasting disease (CWD) with-
in its borders.  The initial detections were a result of 
the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency’s (TWRA) 
statewide surveillance efforts of hunter-harvested 
deer which has been occurring since 2002.  The first 
detections were in Hardeman and Fayette Counties 
in Southwest Tennessee.  As a result, TWRA began 
an extensive monitoring effort which led to the dis-
covery of CWD in Madison County as well.  TWRA 
developed special regulations for the CWD positive 
counties and five other Southwest TN counties, con-
sidered high-risk for CWD, where the disease has 
been detected within 10 miles.  Regulations include 
carcass exportation and wildlife feeding restrictions 
and specialized hunting bag limits and season dates.  
These measures are meant to help prevent the spa-
tial distribution of CWD from expanding and to de-
crease the prevalence of the disease where it exists.  
TWRA is now in the process of developing a long-
term disease management plan.

Tennessee Tech University Student Chapter

The 2018-19 academic year has been a busy one 
for the Tennessee Tech University Student Chapter 
of The Wildlife Society!  Our chapter prides itself on 
working to involve our members in as many hands-on 
opportunities as possible, whether it be in our com-
munity or beyond.  At the start of the fall semester, 
chapter members traveled to Lancing, Tennessee 
for a hemlock woolly adelgid treatment event and to 
Seven Islands State Park in Knoxville, Tennessee for 
Sturgeon Fest, where we operated a booth for kids to 
construct homemade bird feeders.  In September, we 
conducted a river clean-up on the Caney Fork River, 
and we partnered with TTU’s Student Fisheries Asso-
ciation and the Biology Graduate Student Society in a 
Putnam Proud Trash-off.  In November, TTU chapter 
members participated in deer and bear check-in sta-
tions with the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency.  



S T A T E  R E P O R T S

21STATE REPORTS CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

Members also attended a lymph node extraction event 
in Crossville, Tennessee to aid in chronic wasting dis-
ease sampling efforts.  Other Fall 2019 activities in-
cluded bird banding at Whigg Meadows in Tellico 
Plains and partnering with the National Wild Turkey 
Federation for their annual “Wheeling Sportsmen’s 
Hunt.” At this hunt, students worked as guides and pro-
cessors, helping to provide disabled hunters with an 
opportunity to harvest their own deer. Other members 
helped to prepare meals for all in attendance at this 
worthwhile and rewarding event.  During the winter, 
members assisted with the annual youth squirrel hunt 
at Chuck Swan WMA.  There, students worked as dog 
handlers and guides for youth hunters, many of whom 
have never hunted or harvested a squirrel before.  In 
mid-February our chapter hosted our annual Beast 
Feast Wild Game Dinner, our largest fundraiser of the 
year.  Attendees were treated to a variety of wild game 
dishes, a silent auction, door prizes, and a birds-of-
prey show!  In late February, several of our members 
attended the TN-TWS meeting in Gatlinburg, where 
they networked with wildlife professionals, participated 
in the Tennessee student chapter wild game cook-off, 
and had a great time!  In March, nineteen of our mem-
bers travelled to Abraham Baldwin Agricultural Col-
lege for the Southeastern Wildlife Conclave, where a 
number of our competitors placed among the top three 
finishers in their events.  In April, we once again part-
nered with the NWTF to help disabled hunters pursue 
and harvest a spring gobbler.  At the end of April, we 
celebrated our 2019 graduates with our end-of-the-
year Spring Formal.  During the summer, many of our 
members will continue their education and training by 
interning with various state and federal agencies, as 
well as volunteering with various wildlife research and 
monitoring projects.

University of Tennessee – Martin Student Chapter 

The UT Martin student chapter has had a very active 
year. During the fall semester they conducted their first 
stream clean-up of the year. Their 16 volunteers as-
sisted in making the fall semester clean-up a huge suc-
cess by removing tires, plastic, rusting metal, and other 
debris from the stream. Their stream clean-ups are 
funded by a grant that is provided by the Tennessee

Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA). They had six-
teen students attend the Southeastern Association 
of Fish and Wildlife Agencies annual conference to 
make connections with wildlife professionals. On the 
opening day of muzzleloader and gun season they 
assisted TWRA biologists at deer check in stations 
to age deer and collect samples to test for Chronic 
Wasting Disease. They had a group build and de-
ploy bluebird nesting boxes around campus and an 
alumni hosted a boater’s education course on cam-
pus. Additionally, they have been busy during the 
spring semester as well. They had a tree planting 
funded by Quail Forever and their seventeen vol-
unteers were able to successfully plant 6,700 trees 
and shrubs. They assisted TWRA in constructing 
fish attracters. They had nine students attend the 
Tennessee state chapter of The Wildlife Society an-
nual meeting and a group of students attended Con-
clave with several placing in the top ten.  

Brett Dunlap
brett.g.dunlap@usda.gov

Pixabay.com
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VIRGINIA

Virginia Chapter

The Virginia Chapter of The Wildlife Society held its 
annual meeting from February 4-6, 2019 in Waynes-
boro, VA. This multi-day meeting featured student 
and professional presentations and posters about 
wildlife research and management activities in the 
Commonwealth, workshops, chapter awards (below), 
silent auction and raffle, and a field trip to the Wildlife 
Center of Virginia. The Chapter’s business meeting 
provided an opportunity for the chapter to elect of-
ficers, discuss priority topics, and receive updates on 
what issues matter most to our membership.

Virginia Department of Game and Inland 
Fisheries

Chronic Wasting Disease Update

The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisher-
ies (DGIF) has confirmed Chronic Wasting Disease 
(CWD) in a buck legally harvested in Culpeper Coun-
ty in November 2018.  A cooperating taxidermist sub-
mitted the sample to DGIF in late January. 

Award winners from the 2019 VATWS annual meeting. Left to right - Garrett Rhyne (Scholarship), 
the volunteers of The Wildlife Center of Virginia represented by Deborah Bailey, Peg Leinbach, and 

Shelly Hokanson (A. Willis Robertson award), and Dr. Ray Dueser (Henry S. Mosby Award). 

At the time this deer was harvested, the hunter did not 
notice any outward signs of disease and the buck ap-
peared to be in good condition. While CWD has been 
documented in northwest Virginia for over nine years, 
this deer was harvested more than 40 miles from the 
nearest CWD-positive deer in Frederick or Shenan-
doah counties.  Because of the distance from other 
known positives, DGIF conducted an extensive foren-
sic investigation to confirm the harvest location of this 
deer, resulting in a delay in releasing the information 
to the public.  

This spring and summer, the DGIF will be working with 
cooperating partners and members of the CWD Re-
sponse Team to determine the most appropriate mea-
sures moving forward.  These measures may include 
regulation changes, enhanced CWD surveillance, and 
other methods designed to assess and manage the 
spread of the disease in Culpeper and surrounding 
counties.  Additional CWD surveillance efforts will be 
launched in fall 2019 utilizing predominately hunter-
harvested deer. In order to address questions and 
concerns from the community about the Department’s 
planned management approach to CWD in this area, 
a public meeting will be scheduled for late summer in 
Culpeper County.
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DUCKS UNLIMITEDThis past hunting season, the DGIF worked with fifty 
taxidermists statewide to enhance Virginia’s CWD 
surveillance.  Of the more than 1,600 samples sub-
mitted by participating taxidermists, CWD was only 
detected in the single Culpeper deer.  The DGIF 
also tested over 1,550 deer harvested from Freder-
ick, Clarke, Warren and Shenandoah counties and 
detected CWD in 2 deer from Shenandoah County 
and twenty-six deer from Frederick County.  An ad-
ditional doe from Shenandoah County, reported to the 
Department by a member of the public and showing 
symptoms of the disease, was diagnosed with CWD 
in April.  DGIF staff are very appreciative for the enthu-
siasm and cooperation demonstrated by taxidermists 
and deer hunters who aided in this sampling effort.   

CWD has been detected in twenty-six states and three 
Canadian provinces.  In Virginia, a total of sixty-eight 
deer have tested positive since 2009.  This incurable 
disease, found in deer, elk, and moose in North Amer-
ica, is a slow and progressive neurologic disease that 
ultimately results in death of the animal. The disease-
causing agent is spread through the urine, feces, and 
saliva of infected animals. Noticeable symptoms, 
though may not appear in animals for over a year, 
include staggering, abnormal posture, lowered head, 
drooling, confusion, and marked weight loss. 
 
There is no evidence that CWD can be transmitted 
naturally to humans, livestock, or pets, but the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention advise hunt-
ers to test all deer harvested from known CWD-pos-
itive areas and to not consume any animals that test 
positive for the disease. 

Regulations pertaining to CWD, maps of affected 
states, and information about CWD can be found on 
the DGIF website at: www.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/
disease/cwd. 
 

Southeast Conservation Unit – AR, AL, FL, GA, 
North LA, MS, NC, SC, TN, VA

Walmart Foundation Supports Water  
Conservation

More farmers in the Mississippi Alluvial Valley can 
reduce groundwater use thanks to a grant from the 
Walmart Foundation. The $1 million grant comple-
ments $6.5 million from the USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) to support on-farm 
work through the USA Rice-Ducks Unlimited Rice 
Stewardship Partnership. Working lands are vital for 
waterfowl and other wildlife, and farmers are good 
stewards of the soil, water and other resources. Help-
ing them improve on-farm operations is critical for 
conservation success.

The focus of this grant is groundwater conservation on 
agricultural lands in Arkansas, Mississippi and Louisi-
ana. With nearly 10 million acres of irrigated cropland 
in the Lower Mississippi River Valley, irrigation with-
drawals in many areas exceed recharge rates. There 
is growing concern across the region about falling 
groundwater levels. To address this concern and help 
farmers grow sustainable crops, Ducks Unlimited is 
working with farmers, the NRCS and other partners to 
convert farms to surface-water irrigation. Using sur-
face water will reduce groundwater use and, in many 
cases, improve water quality after on-farm use.

DU staff will serve as the boots-on-the-ground to pro-
vide professional advice to interested landowners. 
The program will begin in Louisiana and Mississippi 
this year with plans to extend to Arkansas in 2020. 
Walmart Foundation funding will also be used to sup-
port a research study by the University of Arkansas-
Monticello examining persistence of conservation 
practices after NRCS conservation contracts expire. 
Interviews with farmers who received financial as-
sistance through an initial Regional Conservation 
Partnership Program will help the researchers un-
derstand which conservation practices are continued 
beyond the life of the actual conservation contract. 
This information will be used to better design future  Michelle Smith, NCTC Library
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conservation programs and improve uptake of con-
servation practices.

Rice Stewardship funders include the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation, Walmart Foundation, the Mosaic 
Company Foundation, Nestlé Purina PetCare, Chev-
ron U.S.A., Freeport-McMoRan Foundation, Irene W. 
and C.B. Pennington Foundation, RiceTec, BASF, 
American Rice, Inc. – Riviana Foods, Inc., Joe W. and 
Dorothy Dorsett Brown Foundation, Delta Plastics, 
Anheuser-Busch InBev, Corteva Agriscience, Wells 
Fargo, Farmers Rice Milling Company, Horizon Ag, 
Turner’s Creek & Bombay Hook Farms, MacDon In-
dustries, Riceland Foods and Ducks Unlimited major 
sponsors.

Three Southern States Recognized for Continued 
Support of Canadian Habitat Conservation

Recognizing the migratory nature of waterfowl, state 
wildlife agencies have been contributing to habitat 
conservation in Canada, where most of the water-
fowl that winter in the U.S. are produced each year, 
since 1965. Funding comes primarily through hunting 
license sales. 

“The importance of state contributions to Canadian 
habitat conservation and restoration projects cannot 
be overstated,” said DU Canada’s Director of Inter-
national Partnerships Pat Kehoe. “Individual state 
contributions are combined with other state contribu-
tions, matched dollar for dollar by DU Inc., used as 
match for North American Wetlands Conservation Act 
(NAWCA) grants and then leveraged further by DU 
Canada.”

Three southeastern states were recognized for their 
contributions at the North American Wildlife and Natu-
ral Resources Conference in Denver.

   •   Georgia – Bronze award for reaching $100,000   
       cumulative giving in FY19.
    •  Florida – Silver award for reaching $500,000 
       cumulative giving in FY19.
    •  North Carolina – 50 years of contributing to 
       habitat conservation in Canada.

Mississippi
Delta National Forest Long Bayou GTR Restored

DU has been working with the U.S. Forest Service 
(USFS) for several years to restore management ca-
pacity and infrastructure on Delta National Forest. 
Delta National Forest is approximately 60,000 acres 
in Sharkey County, Mississippi, and was established 
in 1955. Delta National Forest consist entirely of bot-
tomland hardwood forest with stands varying in age 
from regeneration areas to mature forests. Being one 
of the largest remaining contiguous tracts of mature 
bottomland hardwood forest in the Mississippi Delta 
and the only national forest composed entirely of bot-
tomland hardwoods, Delta National Forest is a critical 
area for wildlife dependent on this ecosystem. 

In the National Forest, there are five Green Tree Res-
ervoirs (GTRs) that are rotationally flooded with rain-
fall. The USFS manages about 10,000 acres of for-
ested wetland habitat primarily for wintering waterfowl 
annually. All the GTRs area open to public waterfowl 
hunting. All five were constructed around 1980 with 
corrugated metal pipes. After nearly 40 years, most 
of the pipes are in very poor condition, limiting water 
management capabilities. 

Long Bayou is the first of several GTR restoration 
projects to be done.
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DU recently worked with the USFS to identify the 
highest priority structures for replacement. The 
first project focused on Long Bayou GTR and was 
completed in 2018. The main water-control struc-
ture was replaced and the area was reconnected 
to Long Bayou to provide for a natural and reliable 
source of water in the GTR. Partners on the project 
and the related North American Wetlands Conser-
vation Act (NAWCA) grant included the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks, Mis-
sissippi Land Trust, DU and the USFS.

Virginia
Virginia Public Land Enhanced 

DU, in partnership with the Virginia Department of 
Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF), recently com-
pleted construction on the first phase of a two-phase 
project on Hog Island Wildlife Management Area in 
Surry County. Hog Island WMA, one of the primary 
waterfowl complexes and historic colonial areas in 
Virginia, is a 1,300-acre state game land across the 
James River from Williamsburg, Virginia. 

The first phase of this project enhanced 1,100 acres 
of managed wetlands on the WMA utilized by the 
public for hunting, birding and recreational activi-
ties. Managed wetlands are critical to wildlife since 
a large portion of the original wetland acreage in the 
state has been lost and wetland habitat throughout 
the state continues to decline. Waterfowl, wading 
birds, shorebirds and other wetland dependent wild-
life will greatly benefit from enhanced foraging and 
wintering habitat provided by this project.

South Carolina
Dewees Island Restoration

Ducks Unlimited was selected by the Dewees Is-
land Property Owners Association and the Dewees 
Island Conservancy to restore 250 acres of wetland 
habitat for waterfowl, wading birds, shorebirds and 
marine fisheries. Partner and matching funds were 
used in combination with a North American Wet-
lands Conservation Act (NAWCA) grant to improve 
habitat within Lake Timicau on Dewees Island.  

Dewees Island is a barrier island about 11 miles north 
of Charleston, South Carolina. The project is in the 
CAWS (Cooper, Ashley, Wando and Stono rivers) Fo-
cus Area of the Atlantic Coast Joint Venture’s South 
Atlantic Migratory Bird Initiative. The project is located 
in the Cape Romain – Santee Delta Region Western 
Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network Sight of Inter-
national Importance and will protect critical migratory 
stopover habitat for shorebirds.

The work included enhancing water delivery canals 
and installing water-control structures to improve water 
management of the impoundment and increase tidal 
interchange for these brackish marsh wetlands. These 
improvements will help managers encourage produc-
tion of quality forage for waterfowl, provide mudflats 
and sheet water for shorebird foraging habitat and im-
prove nursery habitat for marine fishes.

Southwest Conservation Unit – South LA, OK, 
TX, NM

South Louisiana
Cameron Prairie Restoration Project Planned

Ducks Unlimited (DU) has been preparing for con-
struction of several wetland restoration projects in 
Louisiana. DU conservation staff are currently com-
pleting engineering designs and permitting for these 
projects to begin construction in the spring and sum-
mer of 2019. One such project is the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) funded project 
– Cameron Prairie Marsh Restoration. 

DU obtained the NAWCA grant of $999,901 for the 
restoration project, which includes additional funding 
from matching partners Fox & Baldwin LLC, Louisi-
ana’s Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority 
(CPRA), Axalta, Energy Transfer, and DU. Construc-
tion is scheduled for April through July 2019. The 
project will restore brackish marsh on Cameron Par-
ish School Board land and Cameron Prairie National 
Wildlife Refuge located in the Calcasieu/Sabine Basin. 
Approximately 80% of marsh in the project area was 
eroded away, primarily due to Hurricanes Rita and Ike 
(2005 and 2008).
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The Cameron Prairie Marsh Restoration project in-
cludes the construction and planting of approximately 
41,000 linear feet of earthen terraces, which will ben-
efit 1,865 acres of coastal marsh. The construction 
of earthen terraces in shallow open water areas will 
create suitable conditions for desirable plant commu-
nities that will enhance foraging, loafing, and nesting 
conditions for a multitude of waterbird species as well 
as enhance fishery habitat.

Oklahoma Public Land Expanded

The Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation 
(ODWC) and Ducks Unlimited are working together 
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to expand and improve public hunting opportuni-
ties in north central Oklahoma. Two critical tracts 
will be added to the extremely popular Drummond 
Flats Wildlife Management Area (WMA) this summer. 
Ducks Unlimited purchased the tracts in 2016 and 
leased them to ODWC with the option to purchase 
once funding was available. These are critical tracts 
as they were the only remaining areas in private own-
ership in the 4,000-acre basin.

Andi Cooper
acooper@ducks.org

Pixabay.com
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Most Downloaded Journal Articles in 2018 

In 2018, there were over 240,000 downloads of articles from TWS’ three premier wildlife journals—The Journal 
of Wildlife Management, Wildlife Monographs, and the Wildlife Society Bulletin. That’s an average of 20,000 
downloads per month!  

More than ever before, wildlife professionals from around the globe are turning to TWS journals as their source 
for the latest research findings in wildlife science and management. Here’s what they’re reading: 

Most Downloaded Articles in 2018

     • JWM – Population growth and status of California sea lions 
     • WSB – From climate to caribou: How manufactured uncertainty is affecting wildlife management
     • JWM – Predicting the evolutionary consequences of trophy hunting on quantitative trait
     • JWM – Pneumonia in bighorn sheep: Risk and resilience
     • JWM – Chronic wasting disease influences activity and behavior in white tailed deer
     • JWM – Inefficiency of evolutionarily relevant selection in ungulate trophy hunting
     • JWM – Special section: Controversies in mountain sheep management
     • JWM – Effects of rotational grazing management on nesting greater sage-grouse
     • JWM – Review and synthesis of research investigating golden eagle electrocutions
     •  JWM –  Applying a random encounter model to estimate lion density from camera traps in Serengeti National 
                   Park, Tanzania

As a quick reminder, online access to all TWS journal articles is a benefit of TWS membership. To access, simply 
login to your TWS account through Your Membership or directly through the TWS Journal Hub. 

Pxhere.com

http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21405
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/wsb.891
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21261
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21309
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21341
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21337
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21400
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21344
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.21412
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.902
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/jwmg.902
https://wildlife.secure.force.com/customlogin
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
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Congratulations to TWS’ Leadership Institute Class of 2019

The Wildlife Society is pleased to announce the Leadership Institute Class of 2019. Each year, a group of 10 
early career wildlife professionals are selected from a competitive pool of applicants to participate in TWS’ flag-
ship leadership training program. Starting in May, participants will engage in a variety of distance learning and 
hands-on projects and develop a greater understanding of how to apply leadership action in their professional 
career. The Leadership Institute will culminate at TWS’ 26th Annual Conference in Reno, Nevada this October 
with a series of workshops and seminars.

Leadership Institute participants are selected by a committee of TWS members and staff based on academic 
record, evidence of leadership capability or potential, demonstrated level of excellence in their current position, 
and commitment and involvement in TWS.

Leadership Institute Class of 2019:

     •  Auriel Fournier, AWB – Forbes Biological Station–Bellrose Waterfowl Research Center, Illinois Natural 
        History Survey, Prairie Research Institute, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
     •  John Kinsey, CWB – Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
     •  Julia Nawrocki, AWB– Nebraska Game and Parks Commission
     •  Dustin Ranglack, CWB – University of Nebraska at Kearney
     •  Bill Severud, AWB– University of Minnesota
     •  Phillip Stephenson, AWB– U.S. Geological Survey, Tennessee
     •  Jake Haus, AWB– Bemidji State University, Minnesota
     •  Angela Larsen– National Council for Air and Stream Improvement, South Carolina
     •  Molly O’Grady– Research Cooperative of the University of Hawaii
    •  Justin Shew– Lewis and Clark Community College/The National Great Rivers Research and Education  
        Center, Missouri

Over the course of their Leadership Institute experience, this cohort will have the opportunity to interact with 
TWS Council and senior staff, participate in mentorship activities with established TWS members, and take part 
in discussions with leading wildlife professionals.

Congratulations to the Leadership Institute Class of 2019!

Receive a Free, Special Edition of The Wildlife Society’s eWildlifer 

Are you a member of the Southeastern Section but not The Wildlife Society (aka an Associate Member of 
TWS)? Are you interested in staying up to date on the latest wildlife news and happenings from across North 
America and beyond?  Then The Wildlife Society is excited to offer you free access to a new, monthly edi-
tion of the eWildlifer. The eWildlifer is the Society’s regular e-newsletter which serves as a one-stop shop for 
all the latest wildlife news, Section and Chapter activities, TWS announcements, and more. The Associate 
Member edition of the eWildlifer will allow these individuals to experience one element of TWS member-
ship, free of charge, and learn more about the Society. This e-newsletter will be distributed once per month. 
Contact your Section or Chapter officers for a link to sign up. Please contact Mariah Simmons, TWS Unit 
Services Manager, with any questions at MSimmons@wildlife.org. 
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The Wildlife Society’s Executive Committee recently approved a new issue statement on wildlife killing contests. 

Issue Statement
Wildlife Killing Contests

Wildlife killing contests are organized, competitive contests where participants compete for cash or other prizes 
for killing animals in a specified location during a specific time period. They are conducted on a wide range of 
species including coyotes, bobcats, foxes, raccoons, crows, wolves, and prairie dogs. Management of these 
contests by state and provincial wildlife agencies varies widely. Each state or province, even ones adjacent to 
each other with similar demographics, can have very different regulations and agency approaches. The public at 
large may often be unaware that these events take place. 

When informed about killing contests, a segment of the public, including hunters and groups seeking ethical 
hunting and humane treatment of wildlife, find these contests offensive. Pictures and disturbing language posted 
on social media or other electronic communications can further negative perceptions about hunting. Because 
of controversy around killing contests, some jurisdictions have sought to limit or ban such killing contests. As of 
2019, one state legislature has banned killing contests, some state wildlife agencies have banned them, other 
state agencies require permits or other special conditions to conduct them, and some states currently support 
killing contests for some species on the basis that removing predators improves prey populations. 

Killing contests differ from typical regulated hunting by the very nature of the organized public competition and 
prizes being given specifically for killing the largest, smallest, or most animals. “Big Buck” pools or organized 
record books differ from killing contests because the animals recognized in these competitions are harvested 
consistent with ordinary and generally accepted hunting practices and then introduced to the competition. 

Killing contests are viewed in widely different perspectives. Some people view them as making a game of killing 
animals, thus demonstrating disrespect for and devaluing animals; others view them as a potential management 
tool to be used to control predators and increase prey populations, or as entertainment without a perceived legiti-
mate use of the harvested animals. In some cases, particularly for predators, justification for the killing contests 
is often based on flawed use of science. For example, coyote killing contests are often justified on the basis that 
coyotes kill deer or other game; however, that fails to recognize that predation is a proximal cause of mortality, 
but not necessarily the ultimate cause that limits a species’ population. 

The policy of The Wildlife Society regarding wildlife killing contests: 

     1.  Discourages contests that adversely affect the wildlife resource or the public appreciation of wildlife re
          sources. 
     2.  Supports that wildlife killed must be put to legitimate uses. 
     3.  Opposes all contests that: 
                a.  intentionally wound animals in a manner that causes excess pain and suffering, 
                b.  kill parents resulting in orphaned, dependent young,
                c.  or devalue wildlife by showing disrespectful photos of piles of dead animals.
    

29POLICY CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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      4.  Discourage contests that portray hunting in an unethical fashion. If a contest is held, all applicable 
           permitting and hunting regulations must be followed during the contest by all parties involved.
      5.  Support public attitude surveys to determine societal values regarding killing contests and encourage 
           agencies to consider these survey results when managing and regulating killing contests. 
      6.  Recognize that there is little evidence to support the use of killing contests for controlling predator 
           populations. 
      7.  Recognize that while species killed in contests can be legally killed in most states, making a contest of it 
           may undermine the public's view of ethical hunting. 

The Wildlife Society’s Standing Position Statement on Hunting states that “hunting, when properly regulated fol-
lowing biological principles, is an appropriate means of managing wildlife populations” and “encourage decision 
makers to weigh the biological, societal, cultural, and economic considerations when making decisions on hunt-
ing and the welfare of wildlife.” 

The Wildlife Society’s Position Statement on The North American Model of Wildlife Conservation supports and 
promotes adherence to the seven core components of the model, one of which is “Wildlife Should Only be Killed 
for a Legitimate Purpose.” 

The Wildlife Society's Standing Position on Conserving Biological Diversity supports and promotes "policies and 
programs to conserve biological diversity that are biologically, socially, environmentally, and economically valid, 
effective, and practical; and supports and promotes "efforts to educate decision makers, elected officials, educa-
tors, and the general public on the values that biological diversity provides to our society." 

Approved on March 7, 2019
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Student Chapter of the Year Award 

Active and effective student chapters are needed to achieve The Wildlife Society’s goals, many of which are 
best addressed at the state/provincial or local level. Student chapters also strengthen the Society’s membership 
recruitment and retention efforts by providing opportunities for member involvement in Society activities.  The 
Southeastern Section of TWS annually recognizes at SEAFWA a student chapter in its section.  Student chapters 
are invited to nominate themselves for the award. The SETWS provides a plaque and a $1,000.00 cash award to 
the student chapter of the year based on the chapter’s involvement in activities that advance their members pro-
fessional development and the goals of TWS. The application can be obtained from the SETWS Student Awards 
Committee Chair. The application should be submitted via email (materials should be sent as a single PDF file) 
to the Chair by June 30, 2019, with a subject line: SETWS Student Chapter Award.

Andy Madison, Chair, SETWS Student Awards Committee, amadison@uu.edu

Wildlife Management Excellence Award

Each year during its annual meeting, the Southeastern Section of The Wildlife Society (SETWS) may present 
the Wildlife Management Excellence Award to recognize excellence in wildlife management activities carried out 
within the member states of the SETWS.

Persons making nominations must be current members of the SETWS; however, nominees need not be mem-
bers. Nominations may include either an individual or group and evaluation of nominees will be based upon 
a single management achievement, not a “lifetime service” that has been accomplished in the field of wildlife 
management.

Examples of management achievements worthy of the award include (but definitely are not limited to) activities 
such as an exceptional break-through in bringing back an endangered species, the rapid (over a few years) 
development of a management area due to an individual or group effort, a major effort in stopping a particularly 
environmentally damaging project or an extension education effort that results in substantial and measurable 
change in private landowner acreage set aside for wildlife use.

Nominations should be submitted following the nomination format found on the SETWS website (http://wildlife.
org/se-section/se-section-about/) and will be reviewed by a five-member committee. The committee is seeking 
nominations of individuals or groups who have performed “above and beyond” in their nominated category with 
good quantitative data to support the nomination.

The deadline for nominations is August 1, 2019 and should be emailed directly to the Chair of the WMEA Com-
mittee, Dr. Steven Castleberry (scastle@uga.edu).  The recipient will be presented with the Wildlife Manage-
ment Excellence Award at the annual meeting of the Southeastern Section of The Wildlife Society. Your participa-
tion is vital to the awards programs of the SETWS and is greatly appreciated. We all are aware of the multitude 
of deserving individuals and groups within our essential profession. As such, please take the time to nominate 
these deserving professionals.

Steven Castleberry, Chair, WMEA Committee, scastle@uga.edu

N O M I N A T I O N S
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N O M I N A T I O N S
C.W. Watson Award Nomination Format

     I. Name of Individual making the Nomination
                         A. Contact Email
                         B. Contact Phone Number

    II. Background Information of Nominee
                         A. Name
                         B. Birthdate
                         C. Education
                         D. Employment History

   III. Accomplishments – include information upon which the Award should be based.
                          A. (1) Problem or program that nominee was involved with.
                              (2) Action nominee took to solve the problem, develop the program and/or 
                                   capitalize on opportunity. 
                              (3) Results (accomplishments) of nominee’s actions.

Information should be comprehensive. Include as many problems, programs and/or opportunities addressed by 
the nominee that should be considered during the award review process.

The C.W. Watson Award may be given for accomplishing a single item or a series of different nonrelated items. 
But, the award is given to a nominee who has contributed the most to any of the appropriate areas of fish and 
wildlife conservation. Emphasis is on the contribution, not tenure. Those making nominations are requested to 
ensure that they explain clearly what was accomplished and how it contributed to fish and wildlife conservation.

The C.W. Watson Award is the most prestigious award given by SEAFWA and is presented to the career indi-
vidual who, in the opinion of the Award Committee, has made the greatest contribution to wildlife or fish con-
servation during the previous year or years. Consideration includes research, administration, law enforcement, 
I&E, wildlife management, fish management, and includes teachers, professionals, and students. This award is 
presented jointly by the Southern Division of the American Fisheries Society, the Southeastern Section of The 
Wildlife Society, and the Southeastern Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies.

C.W. Watson Award nominations should be submitted to the Chair of the C.W. Watson Award Committee - 
Emily Jo Williams, ejwilliams@abcbirds.org, no later than September 1, 2019. 

Pixabay.com

The C.W. Watson Award will be 
presented during the 73rd Annual 

SEAFWA Conference in Hilton Head, 
SC this October. For more information 

on the award and a list of past 
recipients, please visit seafwa.org. 
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FEBRUARY 2020JULY 2019

AUGUST 2019

SEPTEMBER 2019

OCTOBER 2019

American Society of Ichthyologists and 
Herpetologists Annual Meeting

July 24-28, 2019
Snowbird, UT 
www.asih.org/meetings 

Ecological Society of America and USSEE Joint 
Meeting

August 11-16, 2019
Louisville, KY
https://esa.org/louisville/ 

109th AFWA Annual Meeting

September 22-25, 2019
Saint Paul, MN 
http://www.afwaannualmeeting.org/

AFS & TWS Joint Conference 

September 29 - October 3, 2019
Reno, NV
http://wildlife.org/2019-conference/ 

MARCH 2020

73rd SEAFWA Conference

October 27-30, 2019 
Hilton Head, SC
www.seafwa.org/conference

JUNE 2019

International Urban Wildlife Conference

June 2-5, 2019
Portland, OR 
http://www/urban-wildlife.org/

43rd Southeast Deer Study Group Meeting

Alabama - February 2020
Dates and location TBD 
http://www.sedsg.com 

25th Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Bat  
Diversity Network & 30th Annual Colloquium of the 
Conservation of Mammals in the Southeastern U.S. 

February 12-14, 2020 
Athens, GA  
https://sbdn.org/annual-meeting/

North American Wildlife and Natural Resources  
Conference 

March 4-9, 2019
Sheraton Denver Downtown 
Denver, CO 
https://wildlifemanagement.institute

Thomas G. Barnes/NCTC Library



Southeastern Section of The Wildlife Society
Membership Application 

New  Renewal       Change of Address

Number of years (multiple year membership)

(please print)

NAME 

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

E-MAIL

PHONE

For new memberships or renewals, please enclose a check for $10.00 per year 
(students: $6.00) payable to Southeastern Section of The Wildlife Society with this application 
and send to:

Kelly Douglass
Technical Assistance Biologist
NC Wildlife Resources Commission
1722 Mail Service Center
Raleigh, NC 27699
Phone (919) 621-3317
kelly.douglass@ncwildlife.org 
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