
Sp ring -Summe r 

2019 Ne wsle tte r

 Pre side nt’s Me ssa g e , 

G ra c e  Die tsc h

G re e ting s Fe llo w Wild life rs,

In Ja nua ry 2019, I a ssume d  

the  ro le  a s p re sid e nt o f yo ur 

Ohio  Cha p te r o f The  Wild life  

So c ie ty. I wo uld  like  to  e xte nd  

a  hug e  tha nk yo u to  Mike  

Enrig ht, fo rme r Cha p te r 

p re sid e nt, fo r no t o nly the  

no mina tio n b ut a lso  fo r 

he lp ing  me  b e c o me  fa milia r 

with the  So c ie ty a nd  

re ma ining  c o mmitte d  to  

b e ing  a  me nto r fo r me  in my 

c a re e r. I’ d  a lso  like  to  tha nk 

G e o ff We ste rfie ld , p a st-

p re sid e nt o f the  Cha p te r fo r 

a ll he  ha s a c c o mp lishe d  to  

p a ve  the  wa y fo r future  b o a rd  

me mb e rs a s we ll a s his 

c o ntrib utio ns to  o ur me mb e rs. 

He  ha s c re a te d  ma ny 

o p p o rtunitie s fo r stud e nts a nd  

p ro fe ssio na ls a like  to  c o nne c t 

a nd  d e ve lo p  ne w skills. 

Ne e d le ss to  sa y, g re a t le a d e rs 

ha ve  b e e n a t the  he lm o f this 

o rg a niza tio n a nd  I ho p e  to  

c a rry o n the  tra d itio n o f 

c re a ting  o p p o rtunitie s fo r 

ne two rking , e d uc a tio n, a nd  

p a rtne rship s. 

(c o ntinue d  ne xt p a g e )
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The re  ha s b e e n c ha lle ng ing  time s re c e ntly in the  c ity o f 

Da yto n. De struc tive  to rna d o e s rip p e d  thro ug h the  a re a  

o n Ma y 28th, c a using  wid e sp re a d  d e struc tio n o f ho me s, 

b usine sse s, a nd  na tura l a re a s. He re  a t Five  Rive rs 

Me tro Pa rks, we  lo st a p p ro xima te ly 70 a c re s o f ma ture  a nd  

e a rly suc c e ssio na l ha rd wo o d  fo re sts to  tho se  140mp h 

wind s a nd  a n a d ja c e nt p a rk lo st a b o ut 400 ma ture  tre e s 

o n 15 a c re s. We  a re  still g ra p p ling  with ho w we  c a n b e g in 

to  re c o ve r a nd  c o ntinue  to  b e  the re  fo r the  p e o p le  a nd  

wild life  tha t d e p e nd  up o n the  e c o lo g ic a l se rvic e s tha t 

the se  a re a s o nc e  p ro vid e d . At the  sa me  time , the  C ity o f 

Da yto n a nd  the  Da yto n Inte rna tio na l Airp o rt a re  ma king  

strid e s to wa rd s d e stro ying  120 a c re s o f a  25-ye a r o ld  

p ra irie  a d ja c e nt to  Eng le wo o d  a nd  Aullwo o d Me tro Pa rks. 

This hig h-func tio ning  p ra irie  syste m p ro te c ts the  

he a d wa te rs to  a  trib uta ry o f the  Stillwa te r Rive r, a  sta te -

d e sig na te d  Sc e nic  Rive r. 

The  re a so n I sha re  this in my first me ssa g e  to  yo u a s 

p re sid e nt b e c a use  I wa nt yo u a ll to  ha rne ss the  e ne rg y o f 

the se  lo sse s a nd  funne l it into  the  p a ssio n tha t yo u b ro ug ht 

yo u into  this fie ld , a nd  turn it up  a  no tc h. I kno w Da yto n is 

no t a lo ne  in the se  re c e nt a nd  lo o ming  lo sse s o f Ohio ’ s 

na tura l he rita g e , b ut a t so me  p o int we  ne e d  to  d ig  in o ur 

he e ls a nd  ma ke  a  c ha ng e . 

(c o ntinue d  ne xt p a g e )



It is us tha t ne e d  to  b e  this c ha ng e  – la nd  ma na g e rs, 

b io lo g ists, sc ie ntists, re se a rc he rs, a nd  te c hnic ia ns a like . 

Yo u d ire c tly o r ind ire c tly ma ke  d e c isio ns a nd  ta ke  a c tio ns 

e ve ry d a y tha t a ffe c ts b io d ive rsity a nd  re silie nc y o f o ur 

re g io n. Mo the r Na ture  a nd  huma n-kind  a re  c ha ng ing  o ur 

la nd sc a p e s mo re  ra p id ly tha n e ve r a nd  we  must a d a p t to  

slo w it d o wn a nd  re ve rse  the se  tre nd s. Eve n the  sma lle st o f 

a c tio ns c a n ma ke  e xp o ne ntia l imp a c ts – p la nt tre e s, 

la nd sc a p e  yo ur ya rd  with na tive  p la nts, jo in a  

c o nse rva tio n o rg a niza tio n, vo lunte e r o r d o na te  to  a  lo c a l 

no n-p ro fit, me nto r a  yo ung  p ro fe ssio na l so  the y a re  mo re  

e ffe c tive  a nd  suc c e ssful in the ir c a re e r, p a rtne r with 

a no the r o rg a niza tio n o n a  p ro je c t to  e xp a nd  re a c h a nd  

g a in mo me ntum, o r just simp ly re a c h o ut to  o the rs a nd  

a sk fo r he lp . To  q uo te  the  Ohio  Po llina to r Ha b ita t Initia tive  

– All Yo u Ca n, Whe re  Yo u Ca n!

Yo urs in Co nse rva tio n,

G ra c e  Die tsc h, Pre sid e nt



OCTWS Profe ssiona ls Summe r Workshop (Aug ust 8th) 

Ple a se  re g iste r fo r the  Aug ust 8th wo rksho p  a t the  Da ve y 

Institute  in Ke nt, OH.  Itine ra ry runs 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  

Lunc h is p ro vid e d .  Mo re  d e ta ils b e lo w a nd  via  link.

The  Da ve y Re so urc e  G ro up  p ro vid e s a  wid e  ra ng e  o f 

e nviro nme nta l c o nsulting  se rvic e s to  o rg a niza tio ns 

c o ve ring  b o th p ub lic  a nd  p riva te  la nd s ma na g e me nt 

thro ug ho ut Ohio . The  wo rksho p  will hig hlig ht se ve ra l 

Da ve y p ro je c ts tha t ha ve  b e e n c o mp le te d  thro ug ho ut 

Ohio  o n a  va rie ty o f ha b ita t typ e s—we tla nd s a nd  

flo o d p la in re sto ra tio n, turning  a n o ld  g o lf c o urse  b a c k into  

na tura l ha b ita t, p o llina to r p ro je c ts, a nd  mo re .  The  

mo rning  se ssio n will b e  ind o o rs fo llo we d  b y a n a fte rno o n 

o f fie ld  visits to  se ve ra l o f the ir p ro je c t site s. 

Wo rksho p  c a rrie s up  to  4.25 ISA CEUs, 4 TWS CEUs in 

Ca te g o ry I o f the  Ce rtifie d  Wild life  Bio lo g ist 

Re ne wa l/ Pro fe ssio na l De ve lo p me nt Ce rtific a te  Pro g ra m, 

a nd  CEUs a re  p e nd ing  fo r SAF.  

OCTWS Re g istra tion: $50

Non- me mbe r Re g istra tion: $60 

(inc lude s 1- yr me mbe rship)

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/octws-summer-workhop-tickets-63017072761


Na tiona l TWS Issue s Forma l Sta te me nt on Wildlife  

Killing  Conte sts

G ive n the  flurry o f le g isla tive  a nd  re g ula to ry skirmishe s 

p la ying  o ut o n the  issue  o f wild life  killing  c o nte sts, TWS 

issue d  a  muc h-ne e d e d  sta te me nt o n the  o rg a niza tio n’ s 

p o sitio n o n tho se  a c tivitie s.  Tho se  re sp o nsib le  fo r the  

sta te me nt d id  a  g o o d  jo b  o f d e fining  wha t a  wild life  killing  

c o nte st is a nd  is no t, b a la nc e d  the  sta te me nt in re la tio n to  

TWS’  o the r sta nd ing  p o sitio n sta te me nts o n hunting , the  

No rth Ame ric a n Mo d e l o f Wild life  Co nse rva tio n, a nd  o n 

Co nse rving  Bio lo g ic a l Dive rsity, a nd  use s 7 p o ints to  d e fine  

the ir p o lic y o n the  issue .  Whe the r yo u a g re e  so me , a ll, o r 

no ne  o f it, it wa s a  p o lic y sta te me nt tha t  o ur Na tio na l 

p a re nt o rg a niza tio n ne e d e d  to  issue  a nd  the y d id .  Re a d  

it fo r yo urse lf he re  o r c lic k the  a tta c hme nt.

https://wildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/TWS_IS_WildlifeKillingContest_ApprovedMarch2019.pdf


Ohio Cha pte r of TWS Ope ra tions Ma nua l Fina lize d

A b ig  tha nks to  G e o ff We ste rfie ld  fo r ta king  the  le a d  o n 

a sse mb ling  a n Op e ra tio ns Ma nua l fo r OCTWS.  The  

d o c ume nt is true  to  c ha p te r b yla ws a nd  p ro vid e s a  g re a t 

ro a d ma p  fo r e ve rything  fro m a d ministra tive  sup p o rt 

g uid e line s to  a n a nnua l c a le nd a r o f e ve nts, d e a d line s, 

a nd  a c tivitie s.  Fo r tra nsitio ns b e twe e n b o a rd  le a d e rship  

a nd  o ffic e r turno ve r, the  Op e ra tio ns Ma nua l will smo o th 

o ut a  lo t o f b ump s in the  ro a d .  Tha nks G e o ff!  

The  Op e ra tio ns Ma nua l is p o ste d  o n the  Ohio  Cha p te r 

we b site  he re .

Mona rc h Butte rfly ESA Listing  De c ision Postpone d

Unle ss yo ur he a d  is in the  sa nd , yo u’ ve  p ro b a b ly 

a lre a d y he a rd  tha t the  Mo na rc h Butte rfly ESA listing  

d e c isio n b y the  US Fish a nd  Wild life  Se rvic e  ha s 

b e e n p ushe d  b a c k to  De c e mb e r 2020.  

https://wildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/OHIO-CHAPTER-OF-THE-WILDLIFE-SOCIETY-OPERATIONS-MANUAL_revised-022019.pdf
https://monarchjointventure.org/news-events/news/monarch-butterfly-esa-listing-decision-deadline-extended


2019 Ohio Pollina tor Ha bita t Initia tive  Symposium

Re g istra tio n is limite d  to  the  first 300 fo r this ye a r’ s OPHI 

Symp o sium.  The  2019 Symp o sium will b e  Thursd a y, Aug ust 

22nd a t the  Na tio nwid e  a nd  Ohio  Fa rm Bure a u 4-H Ce nte r 

(2201 Fre d  Ta ylo r Drive , Co lumb us OH 43210).  The  OPHI 

Symp o sium ha s a  ja m-p a c ke d  a g e nd a  tha t b e g ins a t 8:30 

AM a nd  runs until 4:00 PM.  Visit the  fo llo wing  link to  

re g iste r no w. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-ohio-pollinator-habitat-initiative-symposium-tickets-61306418147


SUMMER 2019 We tla nds a nd Wa te r Qua lity 

Symposium, Sa turda y - Aug ust 3, 2019

A o ne -d a y wo rksho p / symp o sium o n the  ro le  tha t 

la rg e -sc a le  we tla nd  re sto ra tio n a nd  c re a tio n c o uld  

ha ve  o n mitig a ting  ha rmful a lg a l b lo o ms o n La ke  

Erie .  The  e ve nt is c o sp o nso re d  b y the  Eve rg la d e s 

We tla nd  Re se a rc h Pa rk, the  Stre a m a nd  We tla nd  

Fo und a tio n, Ohio  We tla nd  Asso c ia tio n, a nd  the  

Je rry B. Pa usc h Fo und a tio n.  The  wo rksho p  will b e  a t 

Sa wmill Cre e k Re so rt in Huro n, OH.  Re g istra tio n 

a va ila b le  a t The  Ohio  We tla nd  Asso c ia tio n we b site .

We tla nd De line a tion Tra ining , La ke  Pyma tuning

Fo r stud e nts, this c o urse  is d e sig ne d  to  p ro vid e  a  

fund a me nta l und e rsta nd ing  o f we tla nd  d e line a tio n 

a nd  the  p ro p e r d e ma rc a tio n o f we tla nd  

b o und a rie s.  The  c o urse  will b e  ta ug ht c o nsiste nt 

with Unite d  Sta te s Army Co rp s o f Eng ine e rs (USACE) 

We tla nd s De line a tio n Ma nua l a nd  in a c c o rd a nc e  

with the  a p p lic a b le  USACE Re g io na l Sup p le me nt 

fo r we tla nd  d e line a tio ns.  The  c o urse  will b e  e q ua l 

p a rts c la ss a nd  fie ld  time  inc lud ing  b a sic  

ve g e ta tio n id e ntific a tio n, d e ta ile d  re vie w a nd  

d isc ussio n o f we tla nd  hyd ro lo g y a nd  hyd ric  so il 

ind ic a to rs, a nd  mo re .  Tuitio n is $950 a nd  ho using  is 

a va ila b le  o n-site .  4-d a y c o urse  with 2 c la ssro o m 

d a ys & 2 fie ld  d a ys.  Visit the  fo llo wing  link fo r mo re  

info rma tio n a nd  re g istra tio n.  

https://www.ohwetlands.org/
https://www.gaileyenvironmental.com/training




Stude nt Cha pte r Upda te  – Rio  Gra nde

The  Rio  Cha p te r ha d  a  ve ry b usy a nd  p ro d uc tive  

sp ring  se me ste r.  One  me mb e r a tte nd e d  a nd  c o -

a utho re d  a  p o ste r a t the  Mid we st Fish a nd  Wild life  

Co nfe re nc e  in C le ve la nd  in Ja nua ry.  Nine  

me mb e rs a tte nd e d  the  Ohio  Na tura l Histo ry 

Co nfe re nc e  in Co lumb us in Ja nua ry—7 me mb e rs 

we re  p a rt o f 6 p o ste r p re se nta tio ns;  re g istra tio n 

fe e s a nd  tra ve l stip e nd s to  this c o nfe re nc e  we re  

p ro vid e d  b y the  c ha p te r.  In Ap ril, the  c ha p te r 

ra ise d  fund s b y se lling  ra ffle  tic ke ts o n c a mp us to  

win o ne  o f 4 c usto m, b a rn-sid e  fra me d  

p ho to g ra p hs ta ke n b y me mb e rs. In e a rly Ap ril, Ohio  

Divisio n o f Wild life  d e e r ma na g e me nt sp e c ia list Dr. 

Mike  To nko vic h c a me  to  Rio  to  sha re  a b o ut his 

c a re e r, the  p a st a nd  c urre nt ma na g e me nt o f d e e r 

in Ohio , a nd  insig hts a b o ut ho w imp o rta nt 

re c o g nizing  wild life  ma na g e me nt is o fte n la rg e ly 

p e o p le  ma na g e me nt.



(c o ntinue d , Rio  G ra nd e  SP19 up d a te )  

La te r in Ap ril, Mr. Ro b  Ruth, re g io na l re p re se nta tive  

fo r the  Ro c ky Mo unta in Elk Fo und a tio n visite d  Rio  to  

sha re  a b o ut the  re g io na l a nd  na tio na l e ffo rts o f 

the ir o rg a niza tio ns. He  e mp ha size d  the  e ffo rts RMEF 

ha s ma d e  to  se c ure  hunting  a c c e ss to  p ub lic  

la nd s—e ithe r thro ug h le a se s, e a se me nts, o r 

p urc ha se s o f p riva te  p ro p e rty a d ja c e nt to  fe d e ra l 

a nd  sta te  la nd s.  At the  e nd  o f Ap ril 18 stud e nts 

ma d e  the  c ha p te r’ s se mi-a nnua l visit to  The  Wild s—

tha nks to  a rra ng e me nts ma d e  b y Ste ve  Sp e a r.  The  

hig hlig hts inc lud e d  visiting  the  rhino  a nd  g ira ffe  

b a rns in a d d itio n to  a n e xte nd e d  sto p  a t the  

c a rnivo re  c o nse rva tio n c e nte r.  Fina lly, in e a rly Ma y 

16 me mb e rs tra ve le d  to  the  Vinto n Furna c e  

Exp e rime nta l Fo re st to  se e  timb e r ra ttle sna ke s.  

Ohio  Sta te  Ph.D. stud e nt And re w Ho ffma n to o k us 

into  the  wo o d s to  find  3 ra d io -ma rke d  sna ke s—a nd  

o ne  o f o ur stud e nts sp o tte d  a n unma rke d  sna ke  

a lo ng  the  wa y.  Tha t le d  to  a n o p p o rtunity fo r 

And re w to  d e mo nstra te  ha nd s o n—with stud e nt 

a ssista nc e —the  va rio us a sp e c ts o f ha nd ling , 

ma rking  (i.e ., PIT ta g ), me a suring , a nd  c o lle c ting  

sa mp le s fo r la b  a na lysis.  We  a lso  le a rne d  a  g re a t 

d e a l a b o ut the  re se a rc h o b je c tive s a nd  d e ta ile d  

mic ro ha b ita t d a ta  b e ing  c o lle c te d .  In a d d itio n to  

the se  a c tivitie s, c ha p te r me mb e rs ha ve  

p a rtic ip a te d  in the  winte r so uthe rn flying  sq uirre l 

b o x c he c ks, tre e fro g surve ys, b lue b ird  b o x 

mo nito ring , a nd  the  ke stre l ne st b o x stud y.



Ohio Wildlife  Ma na g e me nt Assoc ia tion 2019 Re c a p

Hund re d s o f wild life  p ro fe ssio na ls a nd  stud e nts 

e njo ye d  ye t a no the r suc c e ssful OWMA Co nfe re nc e  

in Ja nua ry a t the  4-H Ce nte r.  The  Thursd a y nig ht 

b usine ss me e ting  (minute s a tta c he d ) a nd  so c ia l 

wa s a tte nd e d  b y ne a rly 50 p e o p le .  The  

c o nve rsa tio n wa s live ly a nd  the  b usine ss me e ting  

p o rtio n wa s q uic k a nd  to  the  p o int.  Frid a y’ s ta lks 

ra ng e d  fro m up d a te s o n the  sta te  b umb le b e e  a nd  

d ra g o nfly surve ys to  sta te wid e  Lig hts Out initia tive s 

to  La ke  Erie  ra il re se a rc h.

Ano the r hig hlig ht wa s se e ing  Sa ma ntha  Sa rg e a nt

a tte nd  the  Co nfe re nc e  a nd  e ng a g e  with o ur 

c o mmunity.  She  wa s the  winne r o f la st ye a r’ s 

Wild life  Awa re ne ss Awa rd  fro m the  Sta te  Sc ie nc e  

Fa ir, a nd  it’ s e xc iting  to  se e  the  c ultiva tio n o f the  

ne xt g e ne ra tio n o f na tura l re so urc e  p ro fe ssio na ls 

b e fo re  o ur ve ry e ye s.  



Ohio Wildlife  Ma na g e me nt Assoc ia tion 2019 Re c a p

(c ontinue d)

Lo o king  b a c k a t my o wn p e rso na l no te s tha t I 

jo tte d  d o wn, I wa s p a rtic ula rly fa sc ina te d  b y the  

wo rk tha t Vio re l Po p e sc u fro m Ohio  Unive rsity 

p re se nte d  o n b o b c a t mo rta lity risk a sso c ia te d  with 

ro a d wa ys.  A fe w b ulle ts p e rta ining  to  tha t ta lk: 

*Bo b c a t mo rta lity d ue  to  ve hic ula r c o llisio ns p e a ks 

in Ma rc h (re p ro d uc tive  a c tivity o f ma le s ro a ming  

fo r fe ma le s) a nd  Oc to b e r (kitte ns a re  o ld  e no ug h 

to  sta rt ro a ming  with mo m)  

*Tho ug h b o b c a ts d id  no t e xhib it ro a d  a vo id a nc e  

o utrig ht, the y d id  sho w no n-ra nd o m use  (via  

c ro ssing  fre q ue nc y) o f d iffe re nt ro a d  typ e s

*Turns o ut a  b o b c a t a c tua lly ha s 10 live s, 1 mo re  

tha n the  tra d itio na lly a c c e p te d  9.  Fo r e ve ry 11 

a tte mp te d  inte rsta te  c ro ssing s, a  b o b c a t o nly 

ma ke s it a c ro ss a live  10 time s.  The  11th—no t so  

fo rtuna te .  

*Ba se d  o n mo d e le d  mo rta lity p a ra me te rs fro m 

mo ve me nt d a ta  a nd  inc o rp o ra ting  re a l Ohio  

ro a d s/ tra ffic  vo lume  d a ta , a p p ro xima te ly 18% o f 

Ohio ’ s b o b c a t p o p ula tio n c o uld  b e  lo st to  

ve hic ula r c o llisio ns a nnua lly.  

https://vioreldpopescu.com/project-realbobcatsofohio/


OCTWS Swa g !!  We  still ha ve  a  

g o o d  inve nto ry o f OCTWS lo g o  

d e c a ls, t-shirts, a nd  ho o d ie s 

(a va ila b le  up o n re q ue st).  If yo u

wo uld  like  to  p urc ha se  so me thing ,

p le a se  se nd  us a n e ma il a nd  

p la c e  a n o rd e r.  We ’ ll ha ve  ite ms 

a va ila b le  a t up c o ming  wo rksho p s a nd  c o nfe re nc e s. 

A list o f Ohio -re la te d  

p ub s a nd  ma nusc rip ts 

fo r yo ur re a d ing  

p le a sure !

 Butte rfly d e c line s in 

Ohio

 Ca me ra  tra p  

trig g e rs, d e te c tio ns, 

a nd  o c c up a nc y 

mo d e ling

 Bo b c a t Se a so n?  

HDW p a p e r fro m 

Ohio

 Tyzze r’ s d ise a se  in 

muskra ts

 Histo ry o f musse ling

in the  Ohio  Rive r

 So ng b ird s in 

re c la ma tio n ha b ita ts

 Ea ste rn US b la c k 

vulture s

G lo b a lly-imp o rta nt re p o rt 

re c e ntly re le a se d !!

 IPBES G lo b a l Asse ssme nt 

Re p o rt o n Bio d ive rsity a nd  

Ec o syste m Se rvic e s

https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/613786v2
https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/catalog/6312498
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10871209.2019.1581860?af=R
https://www.jwildlifedis.org/doi/pdf/10.7589/2018-11-267
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/723709/pdf
https://www.fs.fed.us/nrs/pubs/jrnl/2019/nrs_2019_margenau_001.pdf
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jwmg.21608
https://lp.panda.org/ipbes


Most Downloa de d TWS Journa l Artic le s of 2018

In 2018, the re  we re  ne a rly ¼ millio n d o wnlo a d s o f 

a rtic le s fro m TWS’  jo urna ls—a n a ve ra g e  o f 20,000 

d o wnlo a d s p e r mo nth!!

Mo re  tha n e ve r b e fo re , g lo b a l wild life  

p ro fe ssio na ls a re  turning  to  TWS jo urna ls a s the ir 

so urc e  fo r the  la te st re se a rc h find ing s in wild life  

sc ie nc e  a nd  ma na g e me nt.  He re ’ s just a  b it o f 

wha t the y’ re  re a d ing :

# 3 o f To p  10 2018 d o wnlo a d s: Pre d ic ting  the  

e vo lutio na ry c o nse q ue nc e s o f tro p hy hunting  o n 

q ua ntita tive  tra its

# 5 o f To p  10: CWD influe nc e s a c tivity a nd  b e ha vio r 

in white -ta ile d  d e e r

# 9 o f To p  10: Re vie w a nd  synthe sis o f re se a rc h 

inve stig a ting  g o ld e n e a g le  e le c tro c utio ns

As a  q uic k re mind e r, o nline  a c c e ss to  a ll TWS 

jo urna l a rtic le s is a  b e ne fit o f TWS me mb e rship .  To  

a c c e ss, lo g in in to  yo ur TWS a c c o unt thro ug h Yo ur 

Me mb e rship  o r d ire c tly thro ug h the  TWS Jo urna l 

Hub .  The re  a re  so me  e xc e lle nt a rtic le s o ut a lre a d y 

in 2019, he re ’ s a no the r to  c he c k o ut o n whe the r o r 

no t c o yo te s’  e xp a nd e d  ra ng e  ha s c urta ile d  Ea ste rn 

US d e e r p o p ula tio ns o r no t.  

https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/jwmg.21261
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jwmg.21341
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jwmg.21412
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jwmg.21651


Midwe st Fish & Wildlife  Confe re nc e  2019 Re c a p 

(Cle ve la nd, OH)

OCTWS c o ntrib ute d  e ne rg y to  ma ke  the  Wild  Jo b s Ca fé  

a  suc c e ss a t this ye a r’ s Mid we st c o nfe re nc e .  Stud e nts 

to o k a d va nta g e  o f re sume  re vie w se rvic e s, mo c k 

inte rvie ws, a nd  me e t a nd  g re e ts with hiring  p ro fe ssio na ls.  

The  jo b  b o a rd  wa s c ro wd e d  with a ll so rts o f listing s fro m 

te mp  fie ld  te c h p o sitio ns to  full-time  o ffe ring s with b e ne fits 

– so me thing  fo r e ve ryo ne  lo o king  fo r a lmo st a nything .  

OCTWS o nc e  a g a in he lp e d  to  sup p o rt this ye a r’ s Fe nske  

Me mo ria l Awa rd .  The  Awa rd  ha s b e e n g ra nte d  fo r 14 

ye a rs a nd  25 fina lists c o mp le te d  fo r the  fishe rie s 

sc ho la rship  a nd  wild life  sc ho la rship .  The  fina lists ha ile d  

fro m 16 d iffe re nt unive rsitie s, a nd  ultima te ly, Mic hig a n 

Sta te  Unive rsity’ s Me lissa  Sta rking a nd  Ohio  Sta te ’ s o wn 

Che lse y Nie ma n we re  d e e me d  the  winne rs o f the  $750 

sc ho la rship s.  



TWS Ce rtific a tion Workshop Re c a p

Sp e c ia l tha nks to  OSU G ra d ua te  Stud e nt Jim 

Ha nse n fo r p utting  to g e the r this p ie c e  fo r us!!

Re c e ntly I ha d  the  o p p o rtunity to  a tte nd  the  TWS 

c e rtific a tio n wo rksho p  a t the  76th Mid we st Fish & 

Wild life  Co nfe re nc e  in C le ve la nd , Ohio .  The  

wo rksho p  wa s sp o nso re d  b y the  No rth Ce ntra l 

Se c tio n (NCS) o f TWS a s p a rt o f the ir le a d e rship  

se rie s (the  wo rksho p  wa s p ro vid e d  fo r fre e  to  NCS 

me mb e rs; to  le a rn mo re  a b o ut the  ma ny b e ne fits 

o f b e c o ming  a  me mb e r o f the  NCS a nd  ho w it will 

se rve  yo ur inte re sts a s a  wild life  p ro fe ssio na l in the  

Mid we st, yo u c a n c lic k he re ).  The  g o a ls o f this 

wo rksho p  we re  to  p ro vid e  a n o ve rvie w o f The  

Wild life  So c ie ty’ s c e rtifie d  b io lo g ist p ro g ra m a nd  

p ro vid e  ha nd s-o n stra te g ie s fo r suc c e ssfully 

a p p lying .  In the  p a st I ha d  o c c a sio na lly he a rd  

a b o ut the  c e rtific a tio n p ro g ra m b ut d id n’ t 

und e rsta nd  the  histo ry a nd  imp o rta nc e  o f 

b e c o ming  c e rtifie d . 

This wo rksho p  d id  a  p he no me na l jo b  o f o utlining  

the  histo ry o f the  p ro g ra m a nd  e xp la ining  the  ma ny 

re a so ns why it’ s so  imp o rta nt to  b e c o me  c e rtifie d , 

so me  o f whic h inc lud e : inc re a sing  yo ur c re d ib ility 

a s a  wild life  b io lo g ist b y b e ing  re c o g nize d  a s 

ha ving  the  ne c e ssa ry e d uc a tio n a nd  e xp e rie nc e  to  

b e  q ua lifie d  a s a  b io lo g ist b y THE p ro fe ssio na l 

o rg a niza tio n tha t re p re se nts wild life  p ro fe ssio na ls in 

No rth Ame ric a ; …   (c o ntinue d )

https://www.wildlife.org/ncs


TWS Ce rtific a tion Workshop Re c a p

(c o ntinue d )

…ha ving  a n inte rna tio na l g ro up  o f c o lle a g ue s to  

sup p o rt yo u thro ug h the  c ha lle ng e s tha t yo u ma y 

fa c e  in yo ur c a re e r; a nd  he lp ing  p ro vid e  mo re  

rig o ro us sta nd a rd s to  the  wild life  p ro fe ssio n. Afte r 

g a ining  ne w insig ht into  the  p ro g ra m a nd  

inc re a sing  o ur inte re st in b e c o ming  c e rtifie d , we  

we re  the n p ro vid e d  with a  p le tho ra  o f tip s a nd  a  

ste p -b y-ste p  a p p ro a c h to  the  o ve ra ll a p p lic a tio n 

p ro c e ss in g e ne ra l, sp litting  a nd  a ssig ning  c la sse s to  

the  d iffe re nt c o urse  c a te g o rie s, a nd  ho w to  fill o ut 

the  a p p lic a tio n so  tha t it’ s e a sie r o n yo u a nd  the  

re vie we rs. The re  a re  fa r to o  ma ny tip s to  g o  into  a ll 

o f the m he re , b ut so me  o f the  b e st tip s we re  to  p ut 

e ve ry b it o f the  c o urse s a nd  c o urse  d e sc rip tio ns 

fro m yo ur tra nsc rip t into  the  a p p lic a tio n, ma ke  it 

e a sy o n the  re vie w b o a rd  b y sp e c ifying  ho w ma ny 

c re d its fro m e a c h c la ss a re  g o ing  into  whic h 

se c tio n, a nd  re a d  the  TWS e thic s sta te me nt 

multip le  time s b e fo re  a p p lying . To  re a p  the  full 

re wa rd s o f a p p lying , I sug g e st b e c o ming  a  

me mb e r o f the  NCS a nd  a tte nd ing  the  wo rksho p  in 

the  future . As a  g ra d ua te  stud e nt a nd  so o n-to -b e  

e a rly c a re e r p ro fe ssio na l, this wo rksho p  wa s a  hug e  

he lp  in p ro vid ing  the  kno wle d g e  ne e d e d  to  ta ke  

tha t ne xt ste p  to  a d va nc e  my c a re e r a s a  wild life  

p ro fe ssio na l. - Jim Ha nse n



2019 TWS & AFS Joint Annua l Confe re nc e

Ea rly re g istra tio n is d o wn to  just 10 d a ys re ma ining  

fo r Se p te mb e r 29-Oc to b e r 3 in Re no , Ne va d a .  Fo r 

the  first time  e ve r, the  Ame ric a n Fishe rie s So c ie ty 

a nd  The  Wild life  So c ie ty will me ld  the ir a nnua l 

c o nfe re nc e s.  The  e ve nt p ro mise s to  b e  a  VERY BIG  

DEAL!!  Pe r the  e ma il tha t just we nt o ut fro m 

Na tio na ls, the  d isc o unte d  ho te l ro o m inve nto ry is 

ne a rly so ld  o ut a nd  wo rksho p  slo ts a re  filling  up  

q uic kly.

https://afstws2019.org/register/
https://afstws2019.org/hotels/
https://afstws2019.org/tws-workshops/


2019 Stude nt Wildlife  Re se a rc h Symposium

We  a re  thrille d  to  e nte r into  a  mo re  fo rma l 

p a rtne rship  with the  Stud e nt Wild life  Re se a rc h 

Symp o sium.  He ld  this ye a r in c o njunc tio n with the  52nd

a nnua l c o nfe re nc e  fo r Enviro nme nta l Ed uc a tio n 

Co unc il o f Ohio , the  ve nue  wa s Mo hic a n Sta te  Fo re st.  

G ra nville  Hig h Sc ho o l’ s o wn Jim Re d ing d e live re d  a  

ke yno te  a nd  wa s b o o ke nd e d  b y sup p o rting  re ma rks 

b y Divisio n o f Wild life ’ s Sc o tt Butte rwo rth a nd  Je n 

De nniso n.  Five  stud e nt te a ms p re se nte d  re se a rc h via  

o ra l p re se nta tio ns a nd  mo re  sho we d  p o ste rs to  the  

a ud ie nc e  in a  se p a ra te  d e d ic a te d  se ssio n.  OCTWS 

ha nd  d e live re d  a  sig ne d  c o p y o f Sa nd  Co unty 

Alma na c  (tha nks Je n fo r the  sup p o rt!!) to  e a c h a nd  

e ve ry p a rtic ip a ting  stud e nt, a nd  mo ving  fo rwa rd , we  

a re  e xp lo ring  me c ha nisms whe re b y stud e nt p re se nte rs 

c a n sha re  the ir re se a rc h with the  OCTWS c o mmunity 

thro ug h o ur ne wsle tte r a nd  inte g ra te  mid d le  a nd  hig h 

sc ho o l stud e nts mo re  inte ntio na lly into  o ur p ro fe ssio na l 

ne two rk via  the  a nnua l OWMA c o nfe re nc e .





G ra c e  Die tsc h, Pre sid e nt

Re ne e  Buc k, Pre sid e nt Ele c t

G e o ffre y We ste rfie ld , o utg o ing  Pre sid e nt

Tho ma s Butle r, Tre a sure r

G a b rie l Ka rns, Se c re ta ry

One  la st g o ld  nug g e t to  le a ve  yo u with.  This p ie c e  

fro m The  Pra irie  Ec o lo g ist e ntitle d  “ Dive rsifying  

Co nse rva tio n” .  So me thing  we  ta lk q uite  a  b it a b o ut 

b ut the  rid d le  o f so lving , if we ’ re  ho ne st with 

o urse lve s, is a  ha rd  nut to  c ra c k!!  The  true  va lue  o f 

this sho rt p ie c e  lie s in the  ta ng ib le  a c tio n p o ints the  

a utho r le a ve s his re a d e rs with.  G ive  it a  re a d !

https://prairieecologist.com/2019/06/05/diversifying-conservation/

	����Spring-Summer 2019 Newsletter
	  There has been challenging times recently in the city of Dayton. Destructive tornadoes ripped through the area on May 28th, causing widespread destruction of homes, businesses, and natural areas. Here at Five Rivers MetroParks, we lost approximately 70 acres of mature and early successional hardwood forests to those 140mph winds and an adjacent park lost about 400 mature trees on 15 acres. We are still grappling with how we can begin to recover and continue to be there for the people and wildlife that depend upon the ecological services that these areas once provided. At the same time, the City of Dayton and the Dayton International Airport are making strides towards destroying 120 acres of a 25-year old prairie adjacent to Englewood and Aullwood MetroParks. This high-functioning prairie system protects the headwaters to a tributary of the Stillwater River, a state-designated Scenic River. � �  The reason I share this in my first message to you as president because I want you all to harness the energy of these losses and funnel it into the passion that you brought you into this field, and turn it up a notch. I know Dayton is not alone in these recent and looming losses of Ohio’s natural heritage, but at some point we need to dig in our heels and make a change. �                              (continued next page)
	  It is us that need to be this change – land managers, biologists, scientists, researchers, and technicians alike. You directly or indirectly make decisions and take actions every day that affects biodiversity and resiliency of our region. Mother Nature and human-kind are changing our landscapes more rapidly than ever and we must adapt to slow it down and reverse these trends. Even the smallest of actions can make exponential impacts – plant trees, landscape your yard with native plants, join a conservation organization, volunteer or donate to a local non-profit, mentor a young professional so they are more effective and successful in their career, partner with another organization on a project to expand reach and gain momentum, or just simply reach out to others and ask for help. To quote the Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative – All You Can, Where You Can!� �Yours in Conservation,� �Grace Dietsch, President�
	OCTWS Professionals Summer Workshop (August 8th) ��  Please register for the August 8th workshop at the Davey Institute in Kent, OH.  Itinerary runs 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  Lunch is provided.  More details below and via link.��  The Davey Resource Group provides a wide range of environmental consulting services to organizations covering both public and private lands management throughout Ohio.  The workshop will highlight several Davey projects that have been completed throughout Ohio on a variety of habitat types—wetlands and floodplain restoration, turning an old golf course back into natural habitat, pollinator projects, and more.  The morning session will be indoors followed by an afternoon of field visits to several of their project sites. �  �  Workshop carries up to 4.25 ISA CEUs, 4 TWS CEUs in Category I of the Certified Wildlife Biologist Renewal/Professional Development Certificate Program, and CEUs are pending for SAF.  
	National TWS Issues Formal Statement on Wildlife Killing Contests��  Given the flurry of legislative and regulatory skirmishes playing out on the issue of wildlife killing contests, TWS issued a much-needed statement on the organization’s position on those activities.  Those responsible for the statement did a good job of defining what a wildlife killing contest is and is not, balanced the statement in relation to TWS’ other standing position statements on hunting, the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation, and on Conserving Biological Diversity, and uses 7 points to define their policy on the issue.  Whether you agree some, all, or none of it, it was a policy statement that  our National parent organization needed to issue and they did.  Read it for yourself here or click the attachment.��
	Ohio Chapter of TWS Operations Manual Finalized��  A big thanks to Geoff Westerfield for taking the lead on assembling an Operations Manual for OCTWS.  The document is true to chapter bylaws and provides a great roadmap for everything from administrative support guidelines to an annual calendar of events, deadlines, and activities.  For transitions between board leadership and officer turnover, the Operations Manual will smooth out a lot of bumps in the road.  Thanks Geoff!  ��The Operations Manual is posted on the Ohio Chapter website here.��
	2019 Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative Symposium��  Registration is limited to the first 300 for this year’s OPHI Symposium.  The 2019 Symposium will be Thursday, August 22nd at the Nationwide and Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center (2201 Fred Taylor Drive, Columbus OH 43210).  The OPHI Symposium has a jam-packed agenda that begins at 8:30 AM and runs until 4:00 PM.  Visit the following link to register now. 
	SUMMER 2019 Wetlands and Water Quality Symposium, Saturday - August 3, 2019��  A one-day workshop/symposium on the role that large-scale wetland restoration and creation could have on mitigating harmful algal blooms on Lake Erie.  The event is cosponsored by the Everglades Wetland Research Park, the Stream and Wetland Foundation, Ohio Wetland Association, and the Jerry B. Pausch Foundation.  The workshop will be at Sawmill Creek Resort in Huron, OH.  Registration available at The Ohio Wetland Association website.
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	                 (continued, Rio Grande SP19 update)  ��  Later in April, Mr. Rob Ruth, regional representative for the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation visited Rio to share about the regional and national efforts of their organizations. He emphasized the efforts RMEF has made to secure hunting access to public lands—either through leases, easements, or purchases of private property adjacent to federal and state lands.  At the end of April 18 students made the chapter’s semi-annual visit to The Wilds—thanks to arrangements made by Steve Spear.  The highlights included visiting the rhino and giraffe barns in addition to an extended stop at the carnivore conservation center.  Finally, in early May 16 members traveled to the Vinton Furnace Experimental Forest to see timber rattlesnakes.  Ohio State Ph.D. student Andrew Hoffman took us into the woods to find 3 radio-marked snakes—and one of our students spotted an unmarked snake along the way.  That led to an opportunity for Andrew to demonstrate hands on—with student assistance—the various aspects of handling, marking (i.e., PIT tag), measuring, and collecting samples for lab analysis.  We also learned a great deal about the research objectives and detailed microhabitat data being collected.  In addition to these activities, chapter members have participated in the winter southern flying squirrel box checks, treefrog surveys, bluebird box monitoring, and the kestrel nest box study.
	Ohio Wildlife Management Association 2019 Recap��  Hundreds of wildlife professionals and students enjoyed yet another successful OWMA Conference in January at the 4-H Center.  The Thursday night business meeting (minutes attached) and social was attended by nearly 50 people.  The conversation was lively and the business meeting portion was quick and to the point.  Friday’s talks ranged from updates on the state bumblebee and dragonfly surveys to statewide Lights Out initiatives to Lake Erie rail research.��  Another highlight was seeing Samantha Sargeant attend the Conference and engage with our community.  She was the winner of last year’s Wildlife Awareness Award from the State Science Fair, and it’s exciting to see the cultivation of the next generation of natural resource professionals before our very eyes.  
	Ohio Wildlife Management Association 2019 Recap�                                  (continued)�  �  Looking back at my own personal notes that I jotted down, I was particularly fascinated by the work that Viorel Popescu from Ohio University presented on bobcat mortality risk associated with roadways.  A few bullets pertaining to that talk: ��*Bobcat mortality due to vehicular collisions peaks in March (reproductive activity of males roaming for females) and October (kittens are old enough to start roaming with mom)  ��*Though bobcats did not exhibit road avoidance outright, they did show non-random use (via crossing frequency) of different road types��*Turns out a bobcat actually has 10 lives, 1 more than the traditionally accepted 9.  For every 11 attempted interstate crossings, a bobcat only makes it across alive 10 times.  The 11th—not so fortunate.  ��*Based on modeled mortality parameters from movement data and incorporating real Ohio roads/traffic volume data, approximately 18% of Ohio’s bobcat population could be lost to vehicular collisions annually.  
	OCTWS Swag!!  We still have a �good inventory of OCTWS logo �decals, t-shirts, and hoodies �(available upon request).  If you�would like to purchase something,�please send us an email and �place an order.  We’ll have items �available at upcoming workshops and conferences. �
	Most Downloaded TWS Journal Articles of 2018��  In 2018, there were nearly ¼ million downloads of articles from TWS’ journals—an average of 20,000 downloads per month!!��  More than ever before, global wildlife professionals are turning to TWS journals as their source for the latest research findings in wildlife science and management.  Here’s just a bit of what they’re reading:��#3 of Top 10 2018 downloads: Predicting the evolutionary consequences of trophy hunting on quantitative traits��#5 of Top 10: CWD influences activity and behavior in white-tailed deer��#9 of Top 10: Review and synthesis of research investigating golden eagle electrocutions��As a quick reminder, online access to all TWS journal articles is a benefit of TWS membership.  To access, login in to your TWS account through Your Membership or directly through the TWS Journal Hub.  There are some excellent articles out already in 2019, here’s another to check out on whether or not coyotes’ expanded range has curtailed Eastern US deer populations or not.  
	Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference 2019 Recap (Cleveland, OH)��  OCTWS contributed energy to make the Wild Jobs Café a success at this year’s Midwest conference.  Students took advantage of resume review services, mock interviews, and meet and greets with hiring professionals.  The job board was crowded with all sorts of listings from temp field tech positions to full-time offerings with benefits – something for everyone looking for almost anything.  ��  OCTWS once again helped to support this year’s Fenske Memorial Award.  The Award has been granted for 14 years and 25 finalists completed for the fisheries scholarship and wildlife scholarship.  The finalists hailed from 16 different universities, and ultimately, Michigan State University’s Melissa Starking and Ohio State’s own Chelsey Nieman were deemed the winners of the $750 scholarships.  �
	TWS Certification Workshop Recap ��  Special thanks to OSU Graduate Student Jim Hansen for putting together this piece for us!!��  Recently I had the opportunity to attend the TWS certification workshop at the 76th Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference in Cleveland, Ohio.  The workshop was sponsored by the North Central Section (NCS) of TWS as part of their leadership series (the workshop was provided for free to NCS members; to learn more about the many benefits of becoming a member of the NCS and how it will serve your interests as a wildlife professional in the Midwest, you can click here).  The goals of this workshop were to provide an overview of The Wildlife Society’s certified biologist program and provide hands-on strategies for successfully applying.  In the past I had occasionally heard about the certification program but didn’t understand the history and importance of becoming certified. �  �  This workshop did a phenomenal job of outlining the history of the program and explaining the many reasons why it’s so important to become certified, some of which include: increasing your credibility as a wildlife biologist by being recognized as having the necessary education and experience to be qualified as a biologist by THE professional organization that represents wildlife professionals in North America; …   (continued)
	TWS Certification Workshop Recap ��                                  (continued)��  …having an international group of colleagues to support you through the challenges that you may face in your career; and helping provide more rigorous standards to the wildlife profession. After gaining new insight into the program and increasing our interest in becoming certified, we were then provided with a plethora of tips and a step-by-step approach to the overall application process in general, splitting and assigning classes to the different course categories, and how to fill out the application so that it’s easier on you and the reviewers. There are far too many tips to go into all of them here, but some of the best tips were to put every bit of the courses and course descriptions from your transcript into the application, make it easy on the review board by specifying how many credits from each class are going into which section, and read the TWS ethics statement multiple times before applying. To reap the full rewards of applying, I suggest becoming a member of the NCS and attending the workshop in the future. As a graduate student and soon-to-be early career professional, this workshop was a huge help in providing the knowledge needed to take that next step to advance my career as a wildlife professional.  - Jim Hansen
	2019 TWS & AFS Joint Annual Conference��  Early registration is down to just 10 days remaining for September 29-October 3 in Reno, Nevada.  For the first time ever, the American Fisheries Society and The Wildlife Society will meld their annual conferences.  The event promises to be a VERY BIG DEAL!!  Per the email that just went out from Nationals, the discounted hotel room inventory is nearly sold out and workshop slots are filling up quickly.
	2019 Student Wildlife Research Symposium��  We are thrilled to enter into a more formal partnership with the Student Wildlife Research Symposium.  Held this year in conjunction with the 52nd annual conference for Environmental Education Council of Ohio, the venue was Mohican State Forest.  Granville High School’s own Jim Reding delivered a keynote and was bookended by supporting remarks by Division of Wildlife’s Scott Butterworth and Jen Dennison.  Five student teams presented research via oral presentations and more showed posters to the audience in a separate dedicated session.  OCTWS hand delivered a signed copy of Sand County Almanac (thanks Jen for the support!!) to each and every participating student, and moving forward, we are exploring mechanisms whereby student presenters can share their research with the OCTWS community through our newsletter and integrate middle and high school students more intentionally into our professional network via the annual OWMA conference.
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