®» President's Message,
Grace Dietsch

Greetngs Fellow Wild life rs,

Ih January 2019, Iassumed
the role aspresidentofyour

Spring-Summe r

2019 Ne wsle tter Ohio ChapterofThe Wildlife
So ciety. Iwould like to e xtend
In this Issue: a huge thankyou to Mike

Ennght, formerChapter

* Incoming President’s president, fornot only the

Message nomiation butalso for
« Davey Workshop helping me become familar
(August 8th) with the Society and

. remaining committed to
* Midwest & OWMA being a mentorforme in my

Recaps career. I'd also like to thank
e Student Wild life Geoff Westerfield, p ast-

Research Symposium | [ president ofthe Chapterfor
allhe hasaccomplished to

C LEmEs Clig IR pave the way forfuture board
OtherResources :
membersaswellas his
* Upcoming contrbutions to ourmembers.

Conferences He hascreated many

v o ppo rtunitie s for stude nts and
professionalsalike to connect
and develop new skills.
Needlessto say,greatleaders
have been atthe helm of this
organization and IThope to
cany on the tradition of
creating opportunities for
networking, education, and
partne rships.

(continued nextpage)




There hasbeen challenging timesrecently in the city of
Dayton. De struc tive tomadoesrpped through the area
on May 28t c ausing widespread destruction of homes,
businesses, and naturalareas. Here at Five Rivers
Me tro Parks, we lostapproximately 70 acresof mature and
eary successionalhardwood foreststo those 140mph
windsand an adjacentparklostabout 400 mature trees
onl5acres. We are stillgrappling with how we canbegin
to recoverand continue to be there forthe people and
wildlife thatdepend upon the ecologicalservicesthat
these areasonce provided. At the same time, the City of
Dayton and the Dayton lhtemational Aiport are making
stidestowardsdestroying 120 acresofa 25-yearold
prairie adjacentto Englewood and Aullwood Me tro Pa rks.
This hig h-func tio ning praire system pro te c ts the
‘'headwatersto a tbutary of the StilwaterRiver, a state -
designated Scenic River.

The reason Ishare thisin my first message to you as
presidentbecause Iwantyou allto hamessthe energyof
the se losses and funnelit into the passion thatyou brought
you into this field, and tum it up a notc h. Iknow Dayton is
notalone in these recentand looming lossesofOhio’s
naturalherntage,butatsome point we need to dig in our
heelsand make a change.

(continued nextpage)




Itisusthatneed to be thischange —land managers,
bio lo gists, scie ntists, rese arc hers, and te c hnicians alike .
You directly orindirec tly make decisions and take actions
every day thataffectsbiodiversity and resiiency ofour
region. MotherNature and human-kind are changing our
landscapesmore rapidly thaneverand we mustadaptto
slow it down and reverse these trends. Even the smallest of
actionscan make exponentialimpacts—planttrees,
landscape youryard with native plants, join a
conservation organization, volunteerordonate to a local
non-pro fit, mentora young professionalso they are more
effective and successfulin theircareer, partnerwith
anotherorganizationon a projectto expand reach and
gain momentum, orjust simply reach out to othersand
askforhelp. To quote the Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initia tive
—AllYou Can, Where You Can!

Yoursin Conservation,

Grace Dietsch, President




OCTWS Profe ssionals SummerWoxkshop (August 81)

Please Ieglsterforthe August 8% workshop atthe Davey
Institute n Kent, OH. kinerary runs 8:00 AM — 3:00 PM.
Innch isprovided. More detaisbelow and via lnk.

The Davey Resource Group providesa wide range of
envimnmentalconsulting servic es to organizations
coverng both public and private lands management
throughout Ohio. The workshop will highlight se veral
Davey prmjectsthathave beencompleted throughout
Ohio on a varnety of habitattypes—wetlandsand
floodplain restoration, tuming anold golfcourse backinto
naturalhabitat, polinatorprojects, and more. The
moming session wilbe mndoorsfollowed by an aftemoon
offield visits to severaloftheirproject sites.

Workshop camesup to 4.25 ISA CEUs, 4 TWS CEUs in
Category Iofthe Certified Wildlife Biolo gist
Renewal/Professional Development Certificate Program,
and CEUs are pending for SAF.

Ohio Chapter of The Wildlife Society

DAVEY Summer Wc}rkshap
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/octws-summer-workhop-tickets-63017072761

National TWS Issues annal State ment on Wild life
Killing Conte sts

Given the fluny oflegislative and re gulatory skirmishe s
playing out on the issue of wildlife kiling c o nte sts, TWS
issued a much-needed statementon the organization’s .
position on those activities. Those responsible forthe
statementdid a good job ofdefining whata wildlife killing
contestisand isnot, balanced the statementm relation to
TWS otherstanding position state ments on hunting, the
North American ModelofWidlife Conservation, and on
Conserving Biologic al Diversity, and uses 7 points to de fine
theirpolicy on the issue. Whetheryou agree some, all, or
none ofit, it wasa policy statementthat ourNational

parentorganization needed to issue and they did. Read
it foryourself here orclick the attac hment.



https://wildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/TWS_IS_WildlifeKillingContest_ApprovedMarch2019.pdf

Ohio ChapterofTWS Operations Manual Fina lize d

A big thanksto Geoff Westerfield fortaking the lead on
assemblng an Operations Manualfor OCTWS. The
documentistrue to chapterbylawsand providesa great
rmadmap foreverything from administrative support
guidelnesto an annualcalendarofevents, deadlnes,
and activities. Fortransitionsbetween board leadership
and officertumover, the Operations Manualwill smooth
outa lotofbumpsin the mad. Thanks Geo ff!

The Operations Manualisposted on the Ohio Chapter
website here.

Monarc h Butte rfly ESA Listing De cision Postponed

Unlessyourhead isin the sand, you’ve probably
alrrady heard thatthe Monarch Butte ifly ESA listing
decision by the US Fish and Wildlife Service has
been pushed backto December2020.



https://wildlife.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/OHIO-CHAPTER-OF-THE-WILDLIFE-SOCIETY-OPERATIONS-MANUAL_revised-022019.pdf
https://monarchjointventure.org/news-events/news/monarch-butterfly-esa-listing-decision-deadline-extended

2019 Ohio Pollina tor Habita t Initia tive Sym po sium

Re gistration is imite d to the first 300 forthis year s O PHI
Symposium. The 2019 Symposium willbe Thursday, August
2214 gt the Nationwide and Ohio Farm Bureau 4-HCenter
(2201 Fred Taylor Drive, Columbus OH43210). The OPHI -
Symposium hasa jam-packed agenda thatbeginsat 8:30
AM and runs until 4:00 PM. Visit the follo wing link to
re gisternow.

'hio Pollinator

Habitat Initiative



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2019-ohio-pollinator-habitat-initiative-symposium-tickets-61306418147

SUMMER 2019 Wetlands and Water Qua lity
Symposium, Saturday - August 3, 2019

A one-day workshop/symposium on the role that
large-scale wetland restoration and creation could
have on mitigating hammfulalgalbloomson ILake
FErie. The eventiscosponsored by the Everglades
Wetland Research Park, the Stream and Wetland
Foundation, Ohio Wetland Association, and the
Jerry B. Pausch Foundation. The workshop willbe at
Sawmil Creek Resort in Huron, OH. Re gistration
available at'The Ohio Wetland Association we b site .

"Wetland Deline ation Taining, Iake Pyma tuning

Forstudents, thiscourse isdesigned to provide a
fundamentalunderstanding of wetland delneation
and the properdemarcation of wetland
boundamnes. The course wilbe taught c onsiste nt
with United States Army Corpsof Engineers (USACE)
Wetlands Delineation Manualand maccordance
with the applicable USACERegional Supple ment
forwetland delineations. The course wilbe equal
partsclassand field time inc luding b a sic
vegetation identification, detailed review and
discussion of wetland hydmlogy and hydnc soil
indicators, and more. Tuition is $950 and housing is
available on-site. 4-day course with 2 classroom
days & 2 field days. Visit the follo wing link formore
information and re gistra tion.



https://www.ohwetlands.org/
https://www.gaileyenvironmental.com/training




Student ChapterUpdate — Rio Grande

The Rio Chapterhad a very busy and produc tive
| : spring semester. One memberattended and co-
authored a posteratthe Midwe st Fish and Wild life
Conference in Cleveland in January. Nine
membersattended the Ohio Natural Histo ry
Conference in Columbusin January—7 members
were partof6 posterpresentations; registration
feesand travelstipendsto thisconference were
provided by the chapter. n Aprl the chapter
raised funds by seling raffle ticketson campus to
win one of4 custom, bam-side framed
‘'photographstaken by members. h eardy Aprl, Ohio
Division of Wildlife deermanagement specialist Dr.
Mike Tonkovich came to Rio to share about his
career,the pastand cument managementofdeer
‘ in Ohio, and insights about how important
recognizing wildlife managementisoften largely
people management.




(continued, Rio Grande SP19 update)

Iaterin Aprl Mr. Rob Ruth, re gio nalrepresentative
forthe Roc ky Mountain Elk Foundation visited Rio to
share aboutthe regionaland nationaleffortsof
theirorganizations. He emphasized the e fforts RMEF
hasmade to secure hunting accessto public
lands—eitherthrough leases, easements, or
purchasesofprvate property adjacentto federal
and state lands. Atthe end of Aprl 18 students
made the chapterssemiannualvisit to The Wild s—
thanksto amangementsmade by Steve Spear. The
hig hlights included visiting the rhino and gira ffe
‘bamsin addition to an extended stop at the
camivore conservation center. Finally, n early May
16 memberstraveled to the Vinton Fumace
Experimental Fore st to see timberrattle snakes.
Ohio State Ph.D. student Andrew Hoffman took us
into the woodsto find 3 radio-marked snakes—and
one ofourstudents spotted an unmarked snake
along the way. Thatled to an opportunity for
Andrew to demonstrate hands on—with student
assistance—the varousaspectsofhandlng,
marking (ie., PITtag), measuring, and collecting
samplesforlab analysis. We also leamed a great
dealaboutthe research objectivesand detailed
microhabitatdata being collected. ln addition to
these activities, chaptermembers have
participated in the winte r southe m flying squirre 1
boxchecks, treefrog surveys, bluebird box
mo nitoring , and the kestrelnest box study.




Ohio Wildlife ManageméntAssociation 2019 Recap

Hundreds o f wildlife professionals and students
enjoyed yet anothersuccessful OWMA Conference
in January at the 4-HCenter. The Thursday night
busine ss meeting (minutes attached) and social
wasattended byneary 50 people. The
conversation waslively and the busine ss me e ting
portion wasquickand to the point. Fnday’s talks
ranged from updateson the state bumblebee and
dragonfly surveys to state wide Lights Out initia tive s
to Iake Ere railresearc h.

Anotherhighlight wasseeing Samantha Sargeant
attend the Conference and engage with our
community. She wasthe winneroflastyears
Wildlife Awareness Award from the State Science
Fair, and it’s exciting to see the cultivation of the
next generation of naturalresource professionals
before ourvery eyes.




O hio Wild life ManagémentAssociation 2019 Recap
. (continued)

Iooking backatmyown personalnotesthatlI
jotted down, Iwasparticulardy fascinated by the
work that Viorel Popescu from Ohio Unive rsity
presented on bobcatmorntality risk associated with
rmadways. A few bullets pertaining to that talk:

*Bobcat mortality due to vehicularcollisions peaks
in March (reproductive activity of malesmaming
forfemales) and October(kittensare old enough
to start maming with mom)

*Though bobcatsdid notexhibit nad avoidance
outrig ht, they did show non-random use (via
crossing frequency) of differentroad types

‘ *Mumsouta bobcatactually has10 lives, 1 more
than the traditionally accepted 9. Forevery 11
attempted interstate crossings, a bobcatonly
makesitacrossalive 10 times. The 11t—not so
fortunate.

*Based on modeled mortality parameters from
movementdata and incorporating real Ohio
roads/traffic volume data, approximately 18% of
Ohio’sbobcatpopulation could be lost to

ve hic ularc o llisio ns annually.



https://vioreldpopescu.com/project-realbobcatsofohio/

OC'IWS Swag!! We sti]lhave a

good mventory of OCTWSlogo
decals, t-shits, and hoodies
(available uponrequest). Fyou
would like to purc hase some thing,
please send usan emailand

place anorder. We’llhave items
available atupcoming workshopsand conferences.

Alstof Ohio-related
pubsand manuscripts
foryourreading

ple asure!

®» Butterfly declnesin
/ O hio

®» Camera trap
trnggers, detec tions,
and occupancy
modelng

®» BobcatSeason?
HDW paperfrom
O hio

®» Tyzzersdisease in
muskra ts

®» History of musseling
m the Ohio River

®» Songbidsin
reclamation habitats

®» Fastem USblack
vulture s

Globally-importantreport
recently released!!

®» [PBESGlobal Asse ssment
Reporton Biodive rsity and

Ecosystem Services



https://www.biorxiv.org/content/10.1101/613786v2
https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/catalog/6312498
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/10871209.2019.1581860?af=R
https://www.jwildlifedis.org/doi/pdf/10.7589/2018-11-267
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/723709/pdf
https://www.fs.fed.us/nrs/pubs/jrnl/2019/nrs_2019_margenau_001.pdf
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jwmg.21608
https://lp.panda.org/ipbes

Most Downloaded ’IWS Joumal Articles 0f2018

In 2018, therre were neandy 4 millon downloadsof
article s from TWS joumals—an average of 20,000
downloads permonth!!

More than everbefore, global wild life
professionals are tuming to TWSjoumals as their
source forthe latest research findings in wild life
science and management. Here’sjusta bitof
whatthey're reading:

#3 o0fTop 10 2018 downloads: Predic ting the
evolutionary consequencesoftrophy hunting on
quantitative traits

#50fTop 10: CWD influences activity and behavior
in white -tailed deer

#9ofTop 10: Review and synthesisofresearch
mve sticating golden eagle elec trocutions

Asa quickreminder, onlne accessto all TWS
joumalarticlesisa benefit of TWSmembership. To
access, logininto yourTWSaccount through Your
Membership ordirectly through the TWS Joumal
Hub. There are some excellentarticlesoutaheady
in 2019, here’sanotherto checkouton whetheror
notcoyotes expanded range hascurtailed Eastem
USdeerpopulationsornot.



https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1002/jwmg.21261
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/jwmg.21341
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jwmg.21412
https://wildlife.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/jwmg.21651

Mid we st Fish &Wild]ifé Conference 2019 Recap
(Cleveland, OH)

OCTWScontnbuted energy to make the Wild Jobs Café
a successatthisyearsMidwest conference. Students
tookadvantage of resume review services, mock
mterviews, and meetand greets with hiring pro fe ssionals.
The job board wascrowded with allsorts of listing s from
temp field tec h positions to full-time o fferings with b e ne fits
—something foreveryone looking foralmo st anything.

OCTWSonce again helped to support this year s Fe nske
MemoralAward. The Award hasbeen granted for 14
yearsand 25 finalistscompleted forthe fisheres
‘scholarship and wildlife sc holarship. The finalists hailed
from 16 diffe re nt unive rsitie s, and ultimate ly, Mic higan
State Unive rsity’ s Me lissa Starking and Ohio State’sown
Chelsey Nieman were deemed the winners of the $750
sc ho larships.




TWS Certification Workshop Recap

Specialthanksto OSU Graduate Student Jim
Hansen forputting togetherthispiece forus!!

Recently Ihad the opportunity to attend the TWS"
c ertification workshop atthe 76% Midwe st Fish &
Wildlife Conference in Cleveland, Ohio. The
workshop wassponsored by the North Central
Section (NCS) of TWSaspart of theirle adership
serie s (the workshop wasprovided forfree to NCS
members;to leam more about the many bene fits
ofbecoming a memberofthe NCSand how it will
'serve yourinterests as a wildlife professionalin the
Midwest, voucan clickhere). The goalsof this
workshop were to provide an overview of 'The
Wildlife Society’scertified biologist program and
provide hands-on strate gie s forsuc c e ssfully
applying. Inthe pastIhad occasionally heard
aboutthe certification program butdidn’t
understand the history and importance of
becoming certified.

This workshop did a phenomenaljob of outlining
the history ofthe program and explaining the many
reasons why it’'s so importantto become certified,
some of which include: increasing yourc re dibility
asa wildlife biologist by being recognized as
having the necessary education and experence to
be qualfied asa biologist by THE pro fe ssional
organization that re pre se nts wild life professionalsin
North Amernca; ... (continued)



https://www.wildlife.org/ncs

TWS Certification Workshop Recap
(continued)

...having an ntemationalgroup ofcolleaguesto
support you through the challengesthat you may
face in yourcareer,and helping provide more
rigorous standards to the wildlife profession. After
gamning new insight into the program and
mcreasing ourinterest in becoming certified, we
were then provided with a plethora oftipsand a
step-by-step appmach to the overallapplication
processin general splitting and assigning classes to
‘the different course categornes, and how to fillout
the application so thatit’'seasieron you and the
reviewers. There are fartoo many tipsto go into all
ofthem here, but some ofthe besttipswere to put
every bit of the courses and course de scrip tions
from yourtranscrpt into the application, make it
easy on the review board by specifying how many
creditsfrom each classare going into which
section, and read the TWSethic s statement
multiple timesbefore applying. Tb reap the full
rewardsofapplying, Isuggest becoming a
memberofthe NCSand attending the workshop in
the future. Asa graduate student and soon-to-be
eary careerprofessional this workshop wasa huge
help in providing the knowledge needed to take
that next step to advance mycareerasa wildlife
professional -Jm Hansen




2019 TWS & AFS JoihtAnnual Conference

Eadly registration isdown to just 10 days remaining
forSeptember29-October3 in Reno, Nevada. For
the first time ever, the Amerc an Fshere s So cie ty
and The Widlife Society wilmeld theirannual
conferences. The event promisesto be a VERY BIG
DEAL!! Perthe emaithat just wentout from
Nationals, the discounted hotelmom inventory is
neany sold out and workshop slotsare filling up

g uic Kly.



https://afstws2019.org/register/
https://afstws2019.org/hotels/
https://afstws2019.org/tws-workshops/

2019 Student Wildlife Research Symposium

We are thrilled to enterinto a more formal
partne rship with the Student Wildlife Reseaich
Symposium. Held this yearin c onjunc tion with the 524
annualconference for Envilmnmental Educ ation
CouncilofOhio, the venue was Mo hic an State Fo re st.
Granville High School'sown Jim Reding delivered a
keynote and wasbookended by supporting re ma ks
by Division o f Wild life’ s Sc o tt Butterworth and Jen
Dennison. Five studentteams presented research via
oralpresentationsand more showed postersto the
audience ina separate dedicated session. OCTWS
hand delivered a signed copy of Sand County
Almanac (thanksdJen forthe support!!) to each and
every parnticipating student, and moving forward, we
are exploring mechanisms whereby student pre senters
can share theirresearch with the O CTWS c o mmunity
through ournewsletterand integrate middle and high
schoolstudents more inte ntionally nto ourprofessional
network via the annual OWMA conference.
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One last gold nuggetto leave you with. This piece
from The Praine Ecolo gist e ntitled “Dive rsifying
Conservation”. Something we talkquite a bit about
but the riddle ofsolving, if we’re hone st with
ourselves, isa hard nut to crack!! The true value of
this short piece liesin the tangible action points the
authorleaveshisreaders with. Give ita read!

Grace Dietsc h, President
Renee Buck, President Elect
Geoffrey Westerfield, outgoing President
Thomas Butler, Tire asurer
Gabrel Kams, Secretary
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https://prairieecologist.com/2019/06/05/diversifying-conservation/

	����Spring-Summer 2019 Newsletter
	  There has been challenging times recently in the city of Dayton. Destructive tornadoes ripped through the area on May 28th, causing widespread destruction of homes, businesses, and natural areas. Here at Five Rivers MetroParks, we lost approximately 70 acres of mature and early successional hardwood forests to those 140mph winds and an adjacent park lost about 400 mature trees on 15 acres. We are still grappling with how we can begin to recover and continue to be there for the people and wildlife that depend upon the ecological services that these areas once provided. At the same time, the City of Dayton and the Dayton International Airport are making strides towards destroying 120 acres of a 25-year old prairie adjacent to Englewood and Aullwood MetroParks. This high-functioning prairie system protects the headwaters to a tributary of the Stillwater River, a state-designated Scenic River. � �  The reason I share this in my first message to you as president because I want you all to harness the energy of these losses and funnel it into the passion that you brought you into this field, and turn it up a notch. I know Dayton is not alone in these recent and looming losses of Ohio’s natural heritage, but at some point we need to dig in our heels and make a change. �                              (continued next page)
	  It is us that need to be this change – land managers, biologists, scientists, researchers, and technicians alike. You directly or indirectly make decisions and take actions every day that affects biodiversity and resiliency of our region. Mother Nature and human-kind are changing our landscapes more rapidly than ever and we must adapt to slow it down and reverse these trends. Even the smallest of actions can make exponential impacts – plant trees, landscape your yard with native plants, join a conservation organization, volunteer or donate to a local non-profit, mentor a young professional so they are more effective and successful in their career, partner with another organization on a project to expand reach and gain momentum, or just simply reach out to others and ask for help. To quote the Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative – All You Can, Where You Can!� �Yours in Conservation,� �Grace Dietsch, President�
	OCTWS Professionals Summer Workshop (August 8th) ��  Please register for the August 8th workshop at the Davey Institute in Kent, OH.  Itinerary runs 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM.  Lunch is provided.  More details below and via link.��  The Davey Resource Group provides a wide range of environmental consulting services to organizations covering both public and private lands management throughout Ohio.  The workshop will highlight several Davey projects that have been completed throughout Ohio on a variety of habitat types—wetlands and floodplain restoration, turning an old golf course back into natural habitat, pollinator projects, and more.  The morning session will be indoors followed by an afternoon of field visits to several of their project sites. �  �  Workshop carries up to 4.25 ISA CEUs, 4 TWS CEUs in Category I of the Certified Wildlife Biologist Renewal/Professional Development Certificate Program, and CEUs are pending for SAF.  
	National TWS Issues Formal Statement on Wildlife Killing Contests��  Given the flurry of legislative and regulatory skirmishes playing out on the issue of wildlife killing contests, TWS issued a much-needed statement on the organization’s position on those activities.  Those responsible for the statement did a good job of defining what a wildlife killing contest is and is not, balanced the statement in relation to TWS’ other standing position statements on hunting, the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation, and on Conserving Biological Diversity, and uses 7 points to define their policy on the issue.  Whether you agree some, all, or none of it, it was a policy statement that  our National parent organization needed to issue and they did.  Read it for yourself here or click the attachment.��
	Ohio Chapter of TWS Operations Manual Finalized��  A big thanks to Geoff Westerfield for taking the lead on assembling an Operations Manual for OCTWS.  The document is true to chapter bylaws and provides a great roadmap for everything from administrative support guidelines to an annual calendar of events, deadlines, and activities.  For transitions between board leadership and officer turnover, the Operations Manual will smooth out a lot of bumps in the road.  Thanks Geoff!  ��The Operations Manual is posted on the Ohio Chapter website here.��
	2019 Ohio Pollinator Habitat Initiative Symposium��  Registration is limited to the first 300 for this year’s OPHI Symposium.  The 2019 Symposium will be Thursday, August 22nd at the Nationwide and Ohio Farm Bureau 4-H Center (2201 Fred Taylor Drive, Columbus OH 43210).  The OPHI Symposium has a jam-packed agenda that begins at 8:30 AM and runs until 4:00 PM.  Visit the following link to register now. 
	SUMMER 2019 Wetlands and Water Quality Symposium, Saturday - August 3, 2019��  A one-day workshop/symposium on the role that large-scale wetland restoration and creation could have on mitigating harmful algal blooms on Lake Erie.  The event is cosponsored by the Everglades Wetland Research Park, the Stream and Wetland Foundation, Ohio Wetland Association, and the Jerry B. Pausch Foundation.  The workshop will be at Sawmill Creek Resort in Huron, OH.  Registration available at The Ohio Wetland Association website.
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	                 (continued, Rio Grande SP19 update)  ��  Later in April, Mr. Rob Ruth, regional representative for the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation visited Rio to share about the regional and national efforts of their organizations. He emphasized the efforts RMEF has made to secure hunting access to public lands—either through leases, easements, or purchases of private property adjacent to federal and state lands.  At the end of April 18 students made the chapter’s semi-annual visit to The Wilds—thanks to arrangements made by Steve Spear.  The highlights included visiting the rhino and giraffe barns in addition to an extended stop at the carnivore conservation center.  Finally, in early May 16 members traveled to the Vinton Furnace Experimental Forest to see timber rattlesnakes.  Ohio State Ph.D. student Andrew Hoffman took us into the woods to find 3 radio-marked snakes—and one of our students spotted an unmarked snake along the way.  That led to an opportunity for Andrew to demonstrate hands on—with student assistance—the various aspects of handling, marking (i.e., PIT tag), measuring, and collecting samples for lab analysis.  We also learned a great deal about the research objectives and detailed microhabitat data being collected.  In addition to these activities, chapter members have participated in the winter southern flying squirrel box checks, treefrog surveys, bluebird box monitoring, and the kestrel nest box study.
	Ohio Wildlife Management Association 2019 Recap��  Hundreds of wildlife professionals and students enjoyed yet another successful OWMA Conference in January at the 4-H Center.  The Thursday night business meeting (minutes attached) and social was attended by nearly 50 people.  The conversation was lively and the business meeting portion was quick and to the point.  Friday’s talks ranged from updates on the state bumblebee and dragonfly surveys to statewide Lights Out initiatives to Lake Erie rail research.��  Another highlight was seeing Samantha Sargeant attend the Conference and engage with our community.  She was the winner of last year’s Wildlife Awareness Award from the State Science Fair, and it’s exciting to see the cultivation of the next generation of natural resource professionals before our very eyes.  
	Ohio Wildlife Management Association 2019 Recap�                                  (continued)�  �  Looking back at my own personal notes that I jotted down, I was particularly fascinated by the work that Viorel Popescu from Ohio University presented on bobcat mortality risk associated with roadways.  A few bullets pertaining to that talk: ��*Bobcat mortality due to vehicular collisions peaks in March (reproductive activity of males roaming for females) and October (kittens are old enough to start roaming with mom)  ��*Though bobcats did not exhibit road avoidance outright, they did show non-random use (via crossing frequency) of different road types��*Turns out a bobcat actually has 10 lives, 1 more than the traditionally accepted 9.  For every 11 attempted interstate crossings, a bobcat only makes it across alive 10 times.  The 11th—not so fortunate.  ��*Based on modeled mortality parameters from movement data and incorporating real Ohio roads/traffic volume data, approximately 18% of Ohio’s bobcat population could be lost to vehicular collisions annually.  
	OCTWS Swag!!  We still have a �good inventory of OCTWS logo �decals, t-shirts, and hoodies �(available upon request).  If you�would like to purchase something,�please send us an email and �place an order.  We’ll have items �available at upcoming workshops and conferences. �
	Most Downloaded TWS Journal Articles of 2018��  In 2018, there were nearly ¼ million downloads of articles from TWS’ journals—an average of 20,000 downloads per month!!��  More than ever before, global wildlife professionals are turning to TWS journals as their source for the latest research findings in wildlife science and management.  Here’s just a bit of what they’re reading:��#3 of Top 10 2018 downloads: Predicting the evolutionary consequences of trophy hunting on quantitative traits��#5 of Top 10: CWD influences activity and behavior in white-tailed deer��#9 of Top 10: Review and synthesis of research investigating golden eagle electrocutions��As a quick reminder, online access to all TWS journal articles is a benefit of TWS membership.  To access, login in to your TWS account through Your Membership or directly through the TWS Journal Hub.  There are some excellent articles out already in 2019, here’s another to check out on whether or not coyotes’ expanded range has curtailed Eastern US deer populations or not.  
	Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference 2019 Recap (Cleveland, OH)��  OCTWS contributed energy to make the Wild Jobs Café a success at this year’s Midwest conference.  Students took advantage of resume review services, mock interviews, and meet and greets with hiring professionals.  The job board was crowded with all sorts of listings from temp field tech positions to full-time offerings with benefits – something for everyone looking for almost anything.  ��  OCTWS once again helped to support this year’s Fenske Memorial Award.  The Award has been granted for 14 years and 25 finalists completed for the fisheries scholarship and wildlife scholarship.  The finalists hailed from 16 different universities, and ultimately, Michigan State University’s Melissa Starking and Ohio State’s own Chelsey Nieman were deemed the winners of the $750 scholarships.  �
	TWS Certification Workshop Recap ��  Special thanks to OSU Graduate Student Jim Hansen for putting together this piece for us!!��  Recently I had the opportunity to attend the TWS certification workshop at the 76th Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference in Cleveland, Ohio.  The workshop was sponsored by the North Central Section (NCS) of TWS as part of their leadership series (the workshop was provided for free to NCS members; to learn more about the many benefits of becoming a member of the NCS and how it will serve your interests as a wildlife professional in the Midwest, you can click here).  The goals of this workshop were to provide an overview of The Wildlife Society’s certified biologist program and provide hands-on strategies for successfully applying.  In the past I had occasionally heard about the certification program but didn’t understand the history and importance of becoming certified. �  �  This workshop did a phenomenal job of outlining the history of the program and explaining the many reasons why it’s so important to become certified, some of which include: increasing your credibility as a wildlife biologist by being recognized as having the necessary education and experience to be qualified as a biologist by THE professional organization that represents wildlife professionals in North America; …   (continued)
	TWS Certification Workshop Recap ��                                  (continued)��  …having an international group of colleagues to support you through the challenges that you may face in your career; and helping provide more rigorous standards to the wildlife profession. After gaining new insight into the program and increasing our interest in becoming certified, we were then provided with a plethora of tips and a step-by-step approach to the overall application process in general, splitting and assigning classes to the different course categories, and how to fill out the application so that it’s easier on you and the reviewers. There are far too many tips to go into all of them here, but some of the best tips were to put every bit of the courses and course descriptions from your transcript into the application, make it easy on the review board by specifying how many credits from each class are going into which section, and read the TWS ethics statement multiple times before applying. To reap the full rewards of applying, I suggest becoming a member of the NCS and attending the workshop in the future. As a graduate student and soon-to-be early career professional, this workshop was a huge help in providing the knowledge needed to take that next step to advance my career as a wildlife professional.  - Jim Hansen
	2019 TWS & AFS Joint Annual Conference��  Early registration is down to just 10 days remaining for September 29-October 3 in Reno, Nevada.  For the first time ever, the American Fisheries Society and The Wildlife Society will meld their annual conferences.  The event promises to be a VERY BIG DEAL!!  Per the email that just went out from Nationals, the discounted hotel room inventory is nearly sold out and workshop slots are filling up quickly.
	2019 Student Wildlife Research Symposium��  We are thrilled to enter into a more formal partnership with the Student Wildlife Research Symposium.  Held this year in conjunction with the 52nd annual conference for Environmental Education Council of Ohio, the venue was Mohican State Forest.  Granville High School’s own Jim Reding delivered a keynote and was bookended by supporting remarks by Division of Wildlife’s Scott Butterworth and Jen Dennison.  Five student teams presented research via oral presentations and more showed posters to the audience in a separate dedicated session.  OCTWS hand delivered a signed copy of Sand County Almanac (thanks Jen for the support!!) to each and every participating student, and moving forward, we are exploring mechanisms whereby student presenters can share their research with the OCTWS community through our newsletter and integrate middle and high school students more intentionally into our professional network via the annual OWMA conference.
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