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Education: B.S. in Biology, University of Iowa; M.S. in Ecology and 

Evolutionary Biology, Iowa State University, Ph.D. in Environmental 

Sciences, Arkansas State University 

 

Personal Background:  I grew up in central Iowa, graduating from the 

University of Iowa with a B.S. and from Iowa State University with a 

M.S.  My graduate research at Iowa State involved working closely 

with NRCS and Iowa DNR to examine breeding bird responses to 

management of lands enrolled in the Wetlands Reserve Program and 

similar easement programs in the floodplain of the Iowa River.  After 

graduating with my M.S., I continued to work closely with the NRCS 

and IDNR on a variety of tasks before beginning work on my Ph.D. 

the following year.  I completed my Ph.D. at Arkansas State 

University where I examined the ecology of Swainson’s Warblers, a 

conservation-priority species, in bottomland hardwood forests of 

southeastern Arkansas.  I moved to Champaign in 2008 where I now 

live along with my wife, daughter (9), and son (6).  I started working at the Illinois Natural History 

Survey in August of 2008 where I now coordinate the Critical Trends Assessment Program and run a 

research program focused primarily on avian ecology and conservation, including emphasis on both game 

and non-game species.  I enjoy working closely with natural resource agencies to address research 

priorities with direct relevance to conservation and management.   

Work History/Positions Held:  

• 2000-2003 – Graduate Research and Teaching Assistant, Iowa State University 

• 2003-2004 – Natural Resources Technician, Iowa Department of Natural Resources 

• 2003-2004 – Research Assistant, Iowa State University and Natural Resources Conservation 

Service – Wildlife Habitat Management Institute 

• 2004-2008 – Graduate Research Assistant, Arkansas State University 

• 2008-2010 – Post-doctoral Research Associate, Illinois Natural History Survey, University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

• 2010-present – Critical Trends Assessment Program Coordinator, Illinois Natural History Survey, 

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

• 2011-2016 – Assistant Research Program Leader, Illinois Natural History Survey, University of 

Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

• 2011-2016 – Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Natural Resources and Environmental 

Sciences, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 

• 2016-present – Senior Wildlife Ecologist, Illinois Natural History Survey, University of Illinois at 

Urbana-Champaign 

• 2016-present – Research Associate Professor, Department of Natural Resources and 

Environmental Sciences, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 



Views:  I have been a member of The Wildlife Society since 2001.  I was a member of the Iowa Chapter 

and North Central Section from 2001 to 2004, the Arkansas Chapter and Southeastern Section from 2005 

to 2008, and have been a member of the Illinois Chapter and North Central Section from 2009 to present.  

I feel that each level within TWS performs important, yet different, functions. In my experience, much of 

the engagement in important natural resource issues takes place at the state chapter level.  A great 

example of this engagement was last year’s effort opposing the deer feeding bill.  As president-elect and 

president, I would continue to support the ICTWS approach of collective action around shared priorities, 

including close interaction with other chapters and TWS representatives at the section and national levels, 

and targeted use of TWS resources such as the Conservation Affairs Network, and TWS Position 

Statements, Technical Reviews, Fact Sheets, and Policy Briefs to communicate our priorities.  I would 

also continue to support our efforts on student engagement and enhancing communication among ICTWS 

members on a year-round basis.   

As a researcher, I have worked closely with natural resource agencies throughout my career and consider 

this among the most important functions of my job.  That being said, I’ll be the first to admit that 
researchers, including myself, don’t do all we can to effectively communicate our research results to 
natural resource managers.  Although peer-reviewed journal articles are the currency for academic 

researchers, these articles can be inaccessible or written in a way that is not conducive to translation into 

on-the-ground action.  To complicate matters further, the proliferation of online resources has, in some 

cases, led to situations where our inboxes can be inundated with too much information.  Our annual 

meeting, regional meetings such as the Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference, and various other 

opportunities to share presentations help transmit information, but these presentations are ephemeral and 

only useful if you’re able to attend these events.  Therefore, another of my priorities as president-elect and 

president would be to seek concise and relatively standardized approaches for helping to disseminate 

relevant research findings to those that would find them useful.   

 


