The Wildlife Society
Ohio Chapter

The Honorable XX

United States House of Representatives
1524 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

March 2, 2015

Dear Congressman XX,

As you may be aware, Teaming With Wildlife (TWW) is a coalition comprised of more than
6,400 State fish and wildlife agencies, wildlife biologists, hunters, anglers, birdwatchers, hikers,
nature-based businesses, and other conservationists. TWW is the largest and most diverse coalition
ever assembled in support of wildlife conservation efforts and is the leading advocate for the State
Wildlife Grants (SWG) Program, which is aimed at preventing wildlife from becoming endangered.
The Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Wildlife is a proud member of this respected
organization. Once each year, TWW members join together in Washington, DC for our annual “Fly-In
Event” to advocate for the funding of the State Wildlife Grants Program. Recognizing the need for
government on all levels to be more fiscally conscious, ODNR has chosen not to participate in this
year’'s annual event in person. Instead, it is our hope to convey the importance of maintaining
funding for the State Wildlife Grant Program through this letter.

The State Wildlife Grants Program provides federal money to every state and territory for
cost-effective conservation aimed at preventing wildlife from becoming endangered. This program
continues the long history of cooperation between the federal government and the states for
managing and conserving wildlife species, going back to landmark laws like the 1937 Pittman-
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act and the 1950 Dingell-Johnson Sportfish Restoration Act.

President Obama’s budget requested $67 million for FY17 for the State and Tribal Wildlife Grant
Program. Additionally, the President’'s request maintains the 35% state funding match required for
implementation projects, which is greatly appreciated, as opposed to the 50/50 match that was once
required. Of the $67 million requested, the President designated that $10 million be awarded for
Tribal Grants and $6 million be awarded for Competitive Grants, leaving $51 million for the main
portion of the Grant. Ohio’s FY16 share is $1,292,952 and our FY17 share would be comparable
under the President’s request.

State and Tribal Wildlife Grants is the only funding allocated to support species of greatest
conservation need. These are the species we don't hunt, fish or trap, which are the remaining 85%
of our wildlife. We have used this funding on important projects here in Ohio to protect critical
habitat for endangered wildlife, and conduct research and surveys on wildlife species that are
imperiled by loss of habitat and other various factors. We have found that it is much cheaper to



protect species before they become endangered and feel strongly that this is in the best interest of
both the animals and the public. We hope you will support the SWG program on Ohio’s behalf and
would be happy to answer any questions you may have. Please feel free to call (330-338-6140) or
email (gdwl31@msn.com) me if you would like to discuss this funding request further. | appreciate
your time and consideration on State Wildlife Grant funding.

Sincerely,
Geoff Westerfield

President-Elect
Ohio Chapter of The Wildlife Society



