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May 3, 2013

The Honorable Matthew Cartwright
U.S. House of Representatives

1419 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3817

RE: FRESHER ACT
Dear Representative Cartwright:

On behalf of the undersigned members of the Sportsmen Alliance for Marcellus Conservation
(“Sportsmen Alliance”), we write to thank you for introducing H.R. 1175, the Focused Reduction
of Effluence and Stormwater runoff through Hydrofracking Environmental Regulation Act of 2013
(FRESHER Act). The FRESHER Act fills an important gap in Clean Water Act regulation, and
will help to reduce the amount of sediment entering rivers and streams as a result of
construction activities related to oil and gas development.

Representing more than 265,000 hunters, anglers and trappers from across northern
Appalachia, the Sportsmen Alliance is a coalition of sportsmen and women conservation
organizations working together to identify and propose solutions to mitigate the impacts of
shale gas development on fish and wildlife habitat and sporting tradition. One the greatest
impacts that our members are seeing on the ground, in your home state of Pennsylvania, is
increased erosion and sedimentation in streams resulting from the construction of well pads,
access roads, storage areas and pipelines. To address this impact, the Sportsmen Alliance has
been advocating for repeal of the oil and gas exemption from stormwater runoff rules under the
Clean Water Act.

Sedimentation has direct and indirect impacts on aquatic life, including stress, altered behavior,
reductions in growth and direct mortality.! Several studies in the east have demonstrated
increased erosion and turbidity in areas where natural gas development has occurred.i Many
of the areas currently being developed, or being targeted, for shale gas extraction across
northern Appalachia are the very same areas that have, for generations, attracted millions of
anglers to fish for native and wild brook trout, steelhead, walleye, smallmouth and largemouth
bass. According to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, more than $2.85 billion in revenue is



generated from fishing each year in Pennsylvania, New York and West Virginia—the three

largest eastern shale gas states—and that revenue is funneled back into local communities and

businesses.ii

The FRESHER ACT will help to address sedimentation loading in streams, by requiring oil and
gas operators to obtain authorization under a permit to discharge stormwater runoff from their

sites, and require operators to develop and implement a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan

for construction activities. Again, thank you for introducing this important legislation to
protect streams, rivers and lakes—and the aquatic life that rely upon clean water —as well as the
angling heritage that brings economic revenue to states and local communities where oil and

gas development is occurring.

Sincerely,

g

Katy Dunlap, Esq.
Eastern Water Project Director
Trout Unlimited

Scott Kovarovics

Executive Director

Conservation Director

Izaak Walton League of America

Wini Kessler
President
The Wildlife Society

Kip Adams
Director of Education and Outreach
Quality Deer Management Association

Grant La Rouche
Regional Representative
National Wildlife Federation

John Barone
Board Member
Theodore Gordon Flyfishers

Glenn Erickson, Ph.D.

Board Member, NE Council of the Federation
of Flyfishers

President, Wild Trout Flyrodders

Dan Plummer
Chairman
Friends of the Upper Delaware

John Ord

Susquehanna Co. Delegate, PA Federation of
Sportsmen’s Clubs

Susquehanna County Federation of
Sportsman’s Clubs

Richard A. Martin
Coordinator
Pennsylvania Forest Coalition

Brian Wagner
President
Pennsylvania Council of Trout Unlimited

Les Monostory

President

New York State Division of Izaak Walton
League of America

Ron Urban
Chair
New York Council of Trout Unlimited

Rich Thomas
Chair
New Jersey Council of Trout Unlimited



Graham Simmerman Conrad Strozik

Chair President

Virginia Council of Trout Unlimited Central New York Chapter of Izaak Walton
League of America

Bill Bailey

President

Lloyd Wilson Chapter of Trout Unlimited

i Lloyd, D.S. 1987. Turbidity as a water quality standard for salmonid habitats in Alaska. Pages 34-35. North
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