
Nebraska Wildlife Society meeting 

Science Communication Workshop 

Draft Agenda 

 

1. Introductions—why do we need to communicate science? 

2. Interview other participants to get a feeling for talking about your work (research, new 

wildlife program, etc. 

a. Encourage people to talk about their own research, but a few scenarios are 

provided on the interview guide (below) 

b. Try this for about 10 minutes or so, then bring everyone back to talk about why 

this is challenging (both to interview and be interviewed…) 

3. Talk about “talking points”—why they’re important, and how to develop them 

a. Talk about what is the point you want to make, what is your message? 

b. Use a local example of a news story. In Nebraska, we used Nebraska Educational 

Television’s swift fox story as an example 

4. Introduction on how to use social media 

a. Examples of some social media strategies that have been successful 

b. Would be fun to have some bad examples to share and talk about why they 

don’t work, maybe come up with ways to improve them or show some good 

examples 

5. Break into groups again to develop talking points about your research or about your 

scenario, trade and get feedback from each other, bring everyone back for sharing and 

discussion 

a. Talk about what makes something jargon-y? (e.g. Carl Zimmers’ list of 

“blacklisted words” 

b. Why writing or speaking in the passive voice makes things confusing 

Share some examples (videos, Facebook posts, Blogs/websites) 

6. Social media stunts that more ‘awareness building’, not necessarily storytelling, but 

often useful 

a. Talk about striking a balance when you work in an agency (e.g. policy stuff, 

controversial issues) 

  

There are also lots of organizations that offer workshops on science communication, for 

example AAAS (http://www.aaas.org/pes/communicating-science-workshops) and Alan Alda 

Center for Communicating Science 

(http://www.centerforcommunicatingscience.org/workshops/). Here is a website that has 

compiled a list of places that offer science communication training 

(http://compassblogs.org/gradscicomm-list/).   

http://www.aaas.org/pes/communicating-science-workshops
http://www.centerforcommunicatingscience.org/workshops/
http://compassblogs.org/gradscicomm-list/


Some interview questions that you may be asked about your project by the media. 

 

What do you work on? 

Why is that important? 

Why was this project started? 

What’s the most interesting thing about what you do? 

Tell me about a memorable experience you’ve had working on a conservation project. 

Why do you think people will want to know about what you work on? What will they find most 

interesting? 

What is new or unusual about what you’re working on? 

Tell me about something you’ve found surprising in your work as a wildlife biologist. 

What do you find most challenging about what you work on? 

What would you like to learn about this next? 

 

Example science communication scenarios: 

You’re working on a research project where you are studying a population of upland game birds 

that you’ve fitted with radio collars to track their movements and survival.  A local reporter 

notices the large antennae on the top of your telemetry truck and wants to interview you for 

the local paper. What is that for?  How does listening for a signal from a collared bird tell you 

where it is?  Why do you care where they are?  What do you hope to find out?   

 

Members of a local community start to notice construction equipment, etc., parked outside of a 

wildlife management area.  Someone working for the town newspaper wants to know more 

about why it’s there and what the plans are, e.g. what are you doing?  Why is habitat 

restoration important?  Why might people be interested in this project? 

 

You’ve been deploying camera traps on public and private properties to document the 

presence of an elusive nocturnal mammal.  A local reporter approaches you because people 

have noticed the cameras and don’t know what you’re doing with them.  Why are cameras 

used as research tools?  What do you do with all the pictures?  What are you looking for? 

 

 A local reporter is writing a feature story about what el Niño means for unusual spring 

weather, and wants to interview you about what warmer temperatures and earlier springs 

might mean for wildlife. 

 

 

 

 


