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Happy Holidays, Fellow Wildlifers!  
Hope this newsletter finds you well.  
There is much to update you up on in 
this issue.  My apologies for the lack 
of newsletters since spring.  Effective 
communication amongst our Chapter 
members and board is a top priority.  
We welcome our new newsletter edi-
tor, Bailey Petersen, who introduces 
herself in this issue!  Hopefully mes-
sages via our Google group for mem-
bers have kept you well informed of 
Chapter activities and opportunities to 
provide input.  We also strive to keep 
our website up to date, Steve Windels 
has initiated a special Facebook page 
for our Annual Meeting, and we’re 
inviting our student chapters to begin 
taking turns administering a regular 
Chapter Facebook page.  Know that 
your input in Chapter activities is al-
ways welcome and appreciated and 
can be shared with me or any board 
member. 
 
Chapter involvement in conservation 
affairs since the April newsletter has 
been abundant.  Highlights include 
release of a conservation grazing posi-
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sota’s Environmental Congress to help 
provide guidance to Minnesota’s Envi-
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to a public forum organized at the 
State Capitol by the Minnesota Con-
servation Federation in honor of Na-
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cellent Shallow Lakes Ecology and 
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formal adoption of our parent society’s  
position statements on feral and free 
ranging domestic cats, and lead in am-
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group letter to support State Wildlife 
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approval of our logo on a Raptor Cen-
ter educational brochure regarding 
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plementation of TWS’s new conserva-
tion affairs network.  I’m sure I’ve 
missed something.  Look deeper inside  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the newsletter for details on some of 
these activities.    
 
This issue is my last as Chapter Presi-
dent, so I’d like to sincerely thank you 
for the opportunity to serve.  It has 
been an honor, a wonderful learning 
and growth experience, and under-
scored what I already knew – Wildlife 
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folks are some of the most passionate and dedi-
cated there is.  I encourage all our members to 
consider sharing their time and talents to keep our 
Chapter running smoothly, guide our activities 
and help meet our wildlife stewardship objec-
tives.  Whether participating at the annual meet-
ing’s student/professional mixer, providing input 
to a draft of a position statement, contacting your 
legislators, serving as an officer, regional rep or 
committee chair, interviewing retired profession-
als for COWCH, or supplying homemade syrup 
for our fundraiser,  it all matters and makes a dif-
ference.  Thank you to those who so generously 
serve.                  
 
See you at our Annual Meeting in February!  
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The Annual Meeting of MN TWS will be held at the South Shore Conference Center in Bemidji on 
Feb. 4-6, 2014.  See http://www.bemidjiconferencecenter.com/index.php for more information about 
the conference facilities. 
 
The Annual Meeting will begin at 1:00 pm on Tuesday Feb. 4 and wrap-up at 12:00 pm on Thursday, 
Feb. 6.  Registration will begin at 10:00 am on Tuesday.  The registration fee will be $50 for profes-
sionals and $10 for students.  Meals are not included in the registration fee.  Organized group meals 
will entail a Tuesday evening buffet prior to the fundraiser and an awards banquet on Wednesday 
evening.  Additional information about registration, accommodations, and conference events will be 
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out soon.  Watch for announcements through the MN TWS Google Group for members or on the 
website (www.mntws.org).  
 
We are planning for an exciting plenary session on Wednesday, Feb 5 titled “Moving Beyond 

Lead:  Education vs. Regulation vs. Reality.”  We have recruited a great panel of speakers from 
Sweden, Missouri, Wisconsin, and Minnesota to share their thoughts about how we can make pro-
gress on reducing the effects of lead ammunition and fishing tackle on wildlife. 
 
2nd Call for Abstracts 

Please consider submitting an abstract to present in one of our concurrent sessions or at the poster 
session.  You can discuss your most recent research findings, updates on management projects, or 
thought-provoking ideas about advancing wildlife conservation.  All quality submittals will be con-
sidered.  Abstracts must be submitted by Dec. 18 to Steve Windels at mntws2014@gmail.com.  See 
“MNTWS 2014 Abstract Instructions.pdf” for details.�
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Name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
City_______________________________________State______________________Zip_____________________ 
Phone:  ___________________________________ E-mail:  ___________________________________________ 
Organization:_______________________________ Title:_____________________________________________ 

Annual Meeting:          Amount 
    Registration – Regular/Retiree..………………………………. $50  __________ 
    Registration - Student………………………………………… $10  __________ 
    Late fee (if post-marked after Jan 2)…..................................... $10  __________ 
    Tues Mixer & Auction…………….………………………….. $15  __________     
    Tues Beer Tasting at Bemidji Brewing (Max. 50)……………. $5  __________ 
    Wed Awards Banquet………………….……………………… $25  __________ 

 

Membership: 

    Regular Membership……………. ………………………$15/year _________ 
    Student Membership……………………………………..$5/year   _________ 
    Retiree Membership…………….......................................$7.50/year _________ 
    Life Membership…………………………………………$375   _________    

   
(Cash or Checks Only Payable to MTWS) check #__________          Total Due: __________      
Have you been a Chapter member in the past?             YES           NO 
Please circle all that apply:               
 MTWS Life Member      North Central Section Member        TWS National Member 

Please check if you would like to learn more about the following Committees or Positions: 
_____  Audit    _____  Celebrating Our Wildlife Conservation Heritage (COWCH) 
_____  Awards    _____  MN Conservation Federation Representative  
_____  Fundraising   _____   NRCS State Technical Committee Representative  
_____  Membership       
_____  Student Relations   Habitat Teams (address issues/opportunities) 
_____  Publicity/Programs   _____  Prairie/Farmland  _____  Forest 
_____  Historian/Archivist   _____  Wetland   _____  Statewide 
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All members are invited to vote for candidates to serve on the 2013 board in 

the follo�in� �osi�ons�  
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Q�-�����	0	-��
����������	�
�
�escri��ons of the �osi�ons and d��es are available in the �ha�ter�s  �era!

�ons "an�al at # h$��%%���&mnt�s&or�%mn%b'la�s&html ( or b' emailin� 

"ike at the address belo�&  

 

*he follo�in� �a�es contain informa�on on candidate r�nnin� for each �osi!

�on&  +�ecial thanks to ,a'ne -rinin�er for s�earheadin� the e.ort to solicit 

members to r�n for these im�ortant �osi�ons& 
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*he Nat�ral Reso�rces �l�b at �entral Lakes �olle�e 

is involved �ith man' events d�rin� Fall +emester&  In 

mid!+e�tember �e started o. o�r 'ear b' vol�nteer!

in� at a banq�et ��t on b' "orrison �o�nt' Pheas!

ants Forever&  *he follo�in� �eek �e took a �l�b tri� 

to 6a�k Rid�e in ��l�th to observe the mi�ra�on of 

ea�les, ha�ks, and n�mero�s other t'�es of birds& In 

 ctober, cl�b events reall' be�an to �ick ��&  "an' 

of o�r first 'ear st�dents, alon� �ith a fe� of the sec!

ond and third 'ear st�dents, ta��ht third, fo�rth, and 

fi9h �raders abo�t �ace factors, ho� to navi�ate �s!

in� a com�ass, tree a�in� and tree iden�fica�on& In 

the la$er �art of  ctober and earl' November, the 

�l�b hel�ed the �NR �ith the �am� Ri�le' -o� 

6�nt&  �l�b members a�ed, �ei�hed, and collected 

tooth sam�les in an e.ort to learn more abo�t the 

condi�on of the deer herd at �am� Ri�le'&  A9er the 

deer h�nt, �l�b members assisted �ith the Al Noren!

ber� Yo�th Pheasant 6�nt s�onsored b' "orrison 

�o�nt' PF ! teachin� 'o�th abo�t safe ��n habits and 

the reasons for �sin� h�n�n� as a means for �o��la!

�on control&  All this �as takin� �lace �hile the kids 

had a chance to shoot a co��le of �heasants&  

     *he most recent cl�b ac�vit' that �e have 

hel�ed �ith is cleanin� deer hides for "�6A 

(s�ecificall' the -rainerd "�6A �ha�ter)& -' far o�r 

bi��est ac�vit' that occ�rs thro��ho�t fall and s�rin� 

semester is tra��in� fisher at �am� Ri�le'& *hro��h!

o�t fall semester, members ini�ated the Fisher Pro!

ject the cl�b has been involved �ith at �am� Ri�le' 

for over 5 'ears; live tra��in� animals and �erform!

in� telemetr' �ork tr'in� to kee� track of the ani!

mals that �ere collared d�rin� �revio�s tra��in� sea!

sons (6 animals at �resent)& 

 *he events that the Nat�ral Reso�rces �l�b 

at �entral Lakes �olle�e �ar�ci�ates in take a lot of 

e.ort to ��t to�ether and then to accom�lish them& 

,itho�t the �n�averin� ��idance of o�r instr�ctors� 

�r& -ill Faber, Kent "ont�omer' and Gar' �arson, 

these events �o�ld not take �lace& From the instr�c!

tors to the st�dents, ever'one did an excellent job 

and so to all of them �e o.er a h��e thanks for all 

their e.orts&  
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November 14, 2013 
 

High Conservation Value Forest Workgroup 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources - Forestry 

500 Lafayette Rd 

St. Paul, MN  55155 

 

Dear DNR High Conservation Value Forest (HCVF) Workgroup: 

The Minnesota Chapter of the Wildlife Society has reviewed the proposed process for identifying 
HCVF and the proposed list of candidate sites. We offer the following comments for your consid-
eration.  We believe the process as outlined is commendable and the tracts that have been identi-
fied all merit the designation of HCVF.  The tracts closely match those that have been recognized 
as Areas of Limitations through the state forest Off Highway Vehicle planning process and areas 
that have been recognized as meriting Scientific and Natural Area status, such as Bemis Swamp. 
 
We are concerned, however, that the Minnesota County Biological Survey (MCBS) has not been 
completed for Beltrami, Clearwater, Koochiching, Lake of the Woods, Roseau and St. Louis.  
These counties lack proposed candidate HCVF sites. We seek assurances from the DNR that as 
MCBS is completed in these counties that additional HCVF be designated.  In particular, we be-
lieve there should be significantly more primary lowland conifer forests within the Minnesota—
Ontario Peatlands Section that should be considered HCVF under both HCV Categories 2 and 3. 
 
We also note that there are no designated HCVF candidate sites in the Nashwauk Uplands, the 
Littlefork Vermillion Uplands, or the Toimi Uplands Ecological Classification System (ECS) 
Subsections.  Tomorrow’s Habitat for the Wild and Rare lists several forested habitats as key 
habitats for Species in Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) for all of these ECS subsections.  We 
respectfully request that these ECS subsections be re-evaluated for candidate HCVF sites. 
 
We also note that Cass County generally lacks candidate sites and we are concerned that Cass 
County has been overlooked due to the MCBS data not residing with the DNR, but rather with 
ProWest Associates in Walker.  We have three recommended sites for you to re-consider for 
HCVF status in Cass County:  1) the Willow River area in the Remer State Forest, 2) a tract of 
old-growth forest along the Pine River south of the City of Pine River, and 3) areas in the north-
ern region of the Pillsbury State Forest along CSAH 15 from Gull Lake to Rock Lake.  This latter 
area contains natural origin mature red and white pine forests (which are key habitats in Tomor-

row’s Habitat for the Wild and Rare) and old growth forests that support many SGCNs and Spe-
cies of Special Concern including red-shouldered hawk, Eastern whip-poor-will, American wood-
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cock, bald eagle, gray wolf, veery, least flycatcher, rose-breasted grosbeak, yellow-bellied sapsuck-
er, and potentially northern goshawk. 
 
Lastly, we recommend that the portion of the Mississippi Headwaters State Forest within Clearwa-
ter County be re-evaluated for HCVF status.  State lands contain bog adders-mouth (endangered), 
ram’s-head lady’s-slippers (threatened), and white adders-	�����!���
����
��
���"
�����������������

River that flows through the State Forest supports a unique assemblage of rare invertebrates includ-
ing Oxytheria itascae#�$������%��
���
�����
��������#�����
�����������������
���������������������������

the Mississippi further contain Oxytheria ecornata (LaSalle Lake State Recreation Area) and the 
only known population in the world of Chilostigma itascae (in Itasca State Park), both of which 
could reasonably be expected to occur in the State Forest. 
 
Our Chapter thanks you for the opportunity to provide input and your consideration of these im-
portant recommendations.  As a society of professionals working in a wide array of wildlife re-
source related fields, we are eager to assist and collaborate for the benefit of habitat, wildlife and 
people.  Please feel free to contact our Chapter if we can assist further.   
 
 
Sincerely yours in conservation, 

 

Jodie Provost, President 

Minnesota Chapter of the Wildlife Society 

27267 Spruce Grove Road 

Aitkin, MN  56431 

218-838-3553 
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Position Statement  

Conservation Grazing 
Conservation grazing is the use of domesticated grazing or browsing livestock for the primary 
purpose of modifying vegetation structure and composition to meet habitat management objec-
tives.  It is often utilized on lands dedicated to conservation of natural resources such as plants, 
plant communities, fish and wildlife, ecosystems, biodiversity, and landscapes.  Examples of 
these conservation lands include, but are not limited to, state Wildlife Management Areas, State 
Parks, state Scientific & Natural Areas, federal National Wildlife Refuges, federal Waterfowl 
Production Areas, and properties owned or managed by non-governmental conservation organiza-
tions and land trusts.  Conservation grazing is not conducted for the primary purpose of generat-
ing income through sale of animal products such as meat, dairy, fiber, or leather. However, in-
come and habitat management objectives can often be met simultaneously.    
 
Properly functioning grassland ecosystems support a wide diversity of native plants and vegeta-
tion structure that provides critical habitat for wildlife and contributes to the maintenance of bio-
diversity.  Scientifically sound management plans and practices which mimic the disturbances 
under which grassland ecosystems evolved and to which their plants and wildlife are adapted, are 
key to properly managing, protecting, enhancing and restoring grasslands.  These disturbances 
included grazing and browsing by wild animals, along with fire and periods of rest between dis-
turbances. Conservation grazing is an important management tool used to mimic grazing and 
browsing by wild animals.     
 
The policy of the Minnesota Chapter of The Wildlife Society in regard to conservation grazing is 
to support: 
 
1. The use of properly managed domestic livestock as a habitat management tool on conserva-

tion lands to meet clearly defined objectives when science indicates it may be an effective 
tool in achieving those objectives.   

2. Its use on conservation lands when potential effects of livestock grazing on resources for 
which lands are managed have been fully considered, as well as on other natural resources 
important to society such as biota, soil, and water.  

3. Its use on conservation lands as a flexible management tool that allows managers to alter 
stocking rate and timing of grazing to meet specific restoration or management objectives. 

4. Monitoring to determine its effectiveness in meeting management objectives, including devel-
opment of criteria to determine what plant communities, landscapes or habitat conditions ben-
efit from grazing based on plants, soils, or water resources at the site.   

5.  Adaptive management driven by results of field-based, experimental design to provide for 
continual improvement in its application as new knowledge becomes available.   

 

#�"��
7����8
�����������




�

#!$����� %�������!�&	!"����

6. Identification of lands where grazing could be detrimental to the plant community or local wild           
life population or certain species, such as a threatened or endangered species. 

7. Consideration of its use in the context of other management practices such as burning, mowing, 
and haying, either alone or in combination, such as with patch burn grazing.  

8. Effective coordination and cooperation between agencies, organizations and the affected public, 
such as livestock producers, to encourage information sharing and unity toward a common goal 
of healthy grassland ecosystems and local economies.  

9. Its use on conservation lands as a catalyst to encourage its implementation on private lands.  
10. Training and education of agency and organization staff, the public and landowners on its uses 

and benefits, as well as practical details such as fencing, watering, and development of  site-
specific management plans.   

11. Development of strong professional and public education programs which clearly explain goals 
and outcomes of its use and encourage development of grazing plans and specific objectives for 
sites.   

12. Its use, when appropriate, to demonstrate successful integration of habitat conservation and live-
stock production objectives that benefit native species, plant communities and ecosystems while 
also providing economically viable livestock production. 

13. Efforts by agencies, non-government organizations and landowners to implement this position 
statement. 
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Creating a Conservation Affairs Network - A New Way of Doing Business at All Levels 

Things are changing in the world of Conservation Affairs for The Wildlife Society. In an 
effort to support and strengthen our subunits, the Government Affairs and Partnerships staff is 
working with members to develop a Conservation Affairs Network focused on the Section level. 
Traditionally, each TWS subunit has functioned independently when dealing with conservation 
affairs related issues – only engaging headquarters or neighboring subunits when deemed neces-
sary. For some, this process has worked well. For others, the lack of a communication structure or 
standard guidance has created difficulties. Depending on the scale and complexity, volatile na-
ture, or comfort and understanding of a particular issue and the players involved, many subunits 
and members have shied away from engaging in the conservation affairs arena. Although it is up 
to any given subunit to engage in conservation affairs, the lack of a cohesive effort hurts the en-
gagement and effectiveness of many wildlife professionals. 

TWS staff recognizes this difficulty and looks forward to working with our subunits to 
create a system of support that works! At the TWS Annual Conference in Portland, staff met with 
representatives from each Section to discuss how a Conservation Affairs Network could function. 
Essentially, the network features coordination at the Section level through the creation of Conser-
vation Affairs Committees (CACs) comprised of representatives from each Chapter within the 
Section. The Section CAC would be responsible for tracking and taking action as appropriate on 
regional issues of concern, providing support to Chapters who need assistance addressing issues 
that are too volatile or difficult on a local level for direct Chapter involvement, and highlighting 
regional issues that may have national significance to headquarters to address. The Section CAC 
would also serve as the hub for subunit communication and collaboration for particular issues. 
Chapters would, of course, still function with autonomy and could tailor a system to address con-
servation affairs issues in a way that best meets the unique needs of the individual chapter.  

The Conservation Affairs Network is still in the planning and assessment stage. If de-
signed correctly, with the right member input and strong grassroots support, TWS’ Conservation 
Affairs Network can help decrease workload for subunits currently engaged in conservation af-
fairs, reduce duplicative efforts, increase resource sharing, increase communication and inter-
subunit collaboration, and provide a mechanism to better engage all levels of our Society on criti-
cal issues that affect natural resource management and the wildlife profession.  

MTWS is considering using this new network.  Look to hear more about it soon, including 
the Annual Membership Meeting in early February.  If you are interested in learning more about 
conservation affairs or getting engaged with your Section or Chapter’s CAC or the Conservation 
Affairs Network please contact your Section or Chapter President or TWS Government Affairs 
Staff (laura@wildlife.org) for more information. 
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Voices from the Swamp 

 

When the Boss isn’t Right 

 

Sooner or later, regardless of the level of respect you have for your supervisor, it is going to hap-

pen. As sure as the stars, someday you will be asked to support a decision that you find misguided 

at best, perhaps incredibly stupid at worst. At first, you may be simply stunned. Then as the deci-

sion sinks in there is a small voice in your head that grows and grows un�l its screams begin to blot 

out the ra�onal. 

 kay, thatDs a li$le over the top, or not, depending on the circumstances. 6ow you respond to that 

voice, however, can have career long implica�ons. 6ere are a few rules of thumb, courtesy of 

those who have been there many, many �mes. 

First, recognize that the decision may not have been your bossDs and they may be feeling the same 

level of anguish as you. Fveryone in the organiza�on has a GbossH and they all do things at �mes 

that we would rather they didnDt. 

Second, recognize that your boss has access to, and is inIuenced by, informa�on that you may 

not. Just one eCample is the poli�cal reali�es of conserva�on program survival in addi�on to con-

serva�on program design to meet ecological principles. 3n addi�on, for be$er or worse, we are 

professionals in a scien�fic field that is sub=ect to change. Kncertainty is nearly always present to 

some degree. 

Third, if you absolutely must confront your boss, do so in private. This allows your boss the oppor-

tunity to be open and honest about the basis and ramifica�ons of the decision. 3f the response 

seems unusually gru. it may be an indica�on that they are as frustrated as you but have no la�-

tude to change the decision. 

Fourth, asking the right 4ues�ons will be much more important than having the GrightH answer. 

Adopt the aLtude that you need to be$er understand the decision to e.ec�vely perform your du-

�es. Ask your boss sincere 4ues�ons and listen carefully to the content, and tone, of the answers. 

Fi9h, as employees we are paid for providing a service to our organiza�on. ,e have a contract, 

wri$en or not, with our employer. Knless we are being asked to do something illegal or immoral, 

we have a responsibility to our employers to do our =ob as long as we are accep�ng payment. 

/early three decades ago 3 put in a very long day on construc�on of a wetland Grestora�onH. Alt-

hough it had been approved by my boss it was a pro=ect that never should have happened. The list 

of nega�ves is too long to go into here. SuMce to say that as the hours mounted so did the frustra-

�on. ,e got back to home base well a9er dark. "y boss had waited for us. "y behavior was in 

synch with my aLtude as 3 responded to his 4ues�on of how it went. 3 was very lucky to have a 

great supervisor. 6e looked me straight in the eyes, smiled, and simply said GThe boss may not al-

ways be right, but they are always the boss. See you tomorrow.H  Good words to remember. 
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