The Wi l dl i fe Soci ety

October, 2014
Fall Edition

New Jersey Chapter Newsletter
Fal l 2014 Meeti ng:
When: Wednesday, October 15, 2014; 9:30-3:00
Where: NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife Assunpink Conservation Center, Upper Freehold Twp
Directions to Assunpink Conservation Center:
-Take Rt. I-195 to Exit 11 (Imlaystown/Cox Corner)
-End of ramp take Hightstown Rd. north
-At stop sign go across Rt. 524
-At first intersection past little bridge make a right
-Enter Assunpink WMA, go past new office
-Conservation Center is located on the right at bend in the road
Please RSVP to Ted Nichols at ted.nichols@comcast.net or 609-628-3218 by October 13; RSVP
will help for planning.
MEETING AGENDA

NJTWS business meeting
9:30 –10:00
Evan Madlinger, President
Individual
Highlights:

Fall 2014 meeting
agenda

12:00-1:00 Lunch: Provided by the Applegates; lunch will be provided on site for a
reasonable fee.

1,2

NJTWS Elections

2

President’s Message

3

Scholarship info

4

SAF Article

5

Status, Perspectives, and Opportunities for Piping Plover in New Jersey
Eric Schrading, US Fish and Wildlife Service and Todd Pover, Conserve
Wildlife Foundation of NJ
Evidence-based Framework for Protecting Beach-nesting Bird Habitat in the
Wake of Severe Coastal Storms
Brooke Maslo, Department of Ecology, Evolution and Natural Resources,
Rutgers University and Todd Pover, Conserve Wildlife Foundation of New
Jersey
The History and Management of Feral Swine in New Jersey
Adam Randall and Aaron Guikema, USDA APHIS Wildlife Services

NJTWS Membership
Form

PRESENTATIONS 10:00 to 12:00 and 1:00 to 3:00

6

The status of mute swans in New Jersey: past and future issues
Ted Nichols, NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife
Vulnerability of Northern New Jersey’s Agricultural Lands to Black Bear
Predation
Elizabeth Newton and Brooke Maslo, Rutgers Dept. of Ecology, Evolution, and
Natural Resources
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Fal l 2014 Meeti ng Agenda Cont.
Factors influencing stakeholder acceptance capacity for black bears
Catherine Tredick, Assistant Professor of Environmental Science, The Richard Stockton College of NJ
Observations of Scrub/Shrub Species on Beaver Brook WMA and Implications for Management
Mim Dunne, NJ Division of Fish & Wildlife
Comparison of bog turtle diets from populations found in northern and southern New Jersey
Nelson Melendez, Graduate Department, Saint Joseph's University
A Distribution Model for Stocking Propagated Ring-Necked Pheasants in NJ
Patrick Carr, New Jersey Division of Fish and Wildlife
The Effects of White-tailed Deer on Forest Health and Plant Diversity in New Jersey
Susan Predl, NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife

Become i nvol ved i n the New Jersey Chapter!
Fall is that time of the year the Executive Board positions are up for re-election. The New
Jersey Chapter is looking for new individuals interested in becoming involved to bring
fresh ideas to the function of the Chapter. Those positions up for re-election this fall
2014 include Treasurer, Vice President, and one Board Member. In addition, due to the
length of time current officers have been serving the positions of President, Secretary,
and Board Member, these positions may also be up for re-election if there is a specific
interest, and can be voted on at the fall meeting.
If you are interested in learning more about these positions, please contact any Board
member for more information and/or to express an interest in becoming involved in a
functioning Committee or starting a new Committee. Contact information can be found
on the New Jersey Chapter website at http://wildlife.org/nj/
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NJTWS Fal l 2014 Presi dent’s Message
Hard to believe it is time for the fall meeting already. I think those mild temperatures made this summer
feel like it went by even faster. Not complaining as I will take summers full of warm days and cool nights
every year!
One item I wanted to be sure to mention in this message is a reminder that this year’s national meeting
is close by in Pittsburgh. I know there are a few people attending, however, I want to urge whoever can
attend to do so. I was lucky enough to attend a National Meeting in Utah back in 2011. It was a
phenomenal experience. The conference was very well run and the diversity of topics presented by
leaders in the field of wildlife biology was fascinating. In addition it was a great networking experience,
meeting professionals throughout the country and sharing stories over dinner each night. Field trips and
workshops start on Saturday October 25th with the official conference starting the next day. Registration
has been extended until October 15th. I highly recommend your attendance and hope to see you there.
I also wanted to mention that we have received a lot of positive feedback regarding this past spring
meeting on Cooperative Management of Young Forest for Imperiled Species. While the weather could
have been a little better, overall it was a very good day. I appreciate Mim Dunne’s efforts in taking the
lead in the coordination of the meeting. Steve Kallesser, who is vice- chair of the New Jersey Division of
the Allegheny Society of American Foresters, wrote up a nice article that mentions our joint effort in
hosting the meeting. This article was published in their national publication and a copy of the article has
been included in this newsletter. Partnering with other professional societies can be very beneficial and
it is something we will look to continue with SAF and other relevant professional societies in the future.
I also forwarded the SAF article with some additional information regarding our joint meeting to The
Wildlife Society nationally in hopes that they would run at least a paragraph regarding the meeting in the
regional section of the publication. Unfortunately, it did not appear to be included within this quarter’s
publication and I plan to follow up with them. In the regional section they run short one or two paragraph
news items from individual states. In my tenure New Jersey has yet to be mentioned and I would love to
see us get a get some recognition for all the hard work, interesting projects and important research that
we do here in New Jersey. If you have been involved with something you feel is worth a mention in The
Wildlife Professional please let me know. I would be glad to help push headquarters for its inclusion.
I want to again thank Ted Nichols for pulling together what will surely be another great meeting coming
up on October 15th. I have looked through all the topics and read the abstracts. I can honestly say I am
looking forward to hearing all of the presentations. One of the great things about NJTWS is that you get
to learn about topics even here within the state that you may know very little about. I spend most of my
time in north Jersey, so I find it very interesting to learn more about such things like beach nesting birds,
feral swine or mute swans.
It always amazes me to think about the diversity we have throughout this small 8,729 square mile state
and how you can drive just a few miles and be dealing with a whole other suite of plant and animal
species. We might not always get the national respect we deserve for our wildlife efforts or get
published in The Wildlife Professional, but I definitely appreciate working in New Jersey!
In closing, I urge you all to break away from the grind and spend a nice day with fellow professionals
learning about some very interesting topics. I promise all your work will still be waiting for you on
October 15th. Hope to see you at the Fall meeting!
Evan Madlinger

President of the New Jersey Chapter of the Wildlife Society
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NJTWS 2014 Russel l A. Cooki ngham Schol arshi p Award
The New Jersey Chapter of The Wildlife Society announced the award of the Russell A. Cookingham
Scholarship to Hillsborough resident Jillena Yeager, a student at Richard Stockton College of NJ. Jillena
was selected for the award based on a combination of strong academic performance, experience in the
field of wildlife conservation, and service to natural resources and the wildlife management and
conservation profession.
Jillena is an environmental science major entering her senior year. She has spent this summer and last as
an intern at the Coastal Conservation Research Program at The Wetlands Institute in Stone Harbor. While
there, she has participated in long-term conservation and research projects focused on diamondback
terrapins, horseshoe crabs, and coastal ecology. She also conducted her own independent research on
diamondback terrapins. She also has extensive internship experience with pine snakes.
The $1000 Cookingham Scholarship is offered annually to a qualified undergraduate student in the
wildlife, fisheries or biological sciences field. This scholarship is made possible by an endowment from
the late Russell A. Cookingham, former Director of the New Jersey DEP Division of Fish and Wildlife. It
is intended to assist qualified students in the wildlife/fisheries or conservation education/communication
field with college and related expenses, and to lend a hand to aspiring wildlife professionals. Students
must reside permanently in New Jersey to be considered. New Jersey residents attending school out-ofstate are eligible.
The New Jersey Chapter of The Wildlife Society, a chapter of The Wildlife Society, represents
professional wildlife managers employed by state, federal and other government agencies, nonprofits,
academic institutions, and private companies that address wildlife issues.

Jillena Yeager, 2014 Russell A. Cookingham Scholarship winner
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New Jersey Chapter Membershi p Form
NJTWS is looking for new members. Annual membership dues are $10.00 per year.
Benefits of membership in the New Jersey Chapter include free registration and
attendance at all meetings, inclusion on the email list to receive Chapter notices and
correspondence, meeting agendas and bi-annual newsletters. See the membership form
below that can be filled out and returned with the annual dues to Kimberly Clapper, the
Membership Committee chairperson.

APPLICATION FOR 2014-2015 MEMBERSHIP
The New Jersey Chapter of The Wildlife Society

FULL NAME (Please print) _______________________________________________________________
First
Middle Initial
Last
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________
(Students, please use most permanent mailing address.)
CITY ____________________________________ STATE _____________ ZIP ____________________
DAYTIME PHONE _(_________)_________________________________________________________
Area code
E-MAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________________________________________

Annual membership fee is $10, make checks payable to:
The New Jersey Chapter of The Wildlife Society
Membership runs October 1, 2014 – September 30, 2015
Please complete this form and mail or email it to the Chapter Membership Chair:
Kimberly Clapper- 350 Corporate Blvd., Robbinsville, NJ 08691
Kimberly.s.clapper@aphis.usda.gov
Are you a member of National TWS? Yes / No*
*Although you can be an affiliate member of the New Jersey Chapter, we encourage you to become a member of
National TWS as well. More information is available @:
http://www.wildlife.org/membership

