
Montague Plain WMA 

Restoration, Research and 

Management 



The stewardship of all wild amphibians, reptiles, birds, 

mammals, and freshwater and diadromous fishes in the 
state, as well as endangered, threatened, and special 

concern species, including native wild plants and 

invertebrates.   

Constitution and General Laws of Massachusetts 



Locus 









30% OF THE SPECIES  

PROTECTED BY MESA 

BENEFIT FROM 

CONDITIONS CREATED BY 

 WILDLAND FIRE 

 

 



State Listed SPECIES BENEFITTING FROM 

CONDITIONS CREATED OR MAINTAINED 

BY FIRE 

 

BIRDS     9 

 

REPTILES    2 

 

INVERTEBRATES   36 

 

PLANTS    89 

 

TOTAL     136 
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Bill Byrne Photo 



“…our Eastern bird is ‘a woodland species, inhabiting 

scrubby tracts of oak and pine.’ This discovery- exceedingly 

interesting to scientists- is not important to gunners, the 

latter having practically nothing to do with the remaining 

handful of Eastern birds.” 

Brewster 1885 The Auk 

http://www.dogpile.com/info.dogpl/clickit/search?r_aid=2072BBC9241548D8BD70FBAC7D136C00&r_eop=6&r_sacop=6&r_spf=0&r_cop=main-title&r_snpp=6&r_spp=0&qqn=bPkLaU.%2C&r_coid=372380&rawto=http://www.accordingtothescriptures.org/creation/fossilrecord1.html






Eastern New England 





GAME SPECIES 

 

WOODCOCK 

 

RUFFED GROUSE 

 

BOBWHITE 

 

WILD TURKEY 

 

BLACK BEAR 

 

MOOSE 

 







Mike Nelson 









Low (Upright) 

bindweed- E 



 

Nantucket shadbush 



How did current 

conditions develop? 





Conditions 
Ecological and 
Public Safety Issues 



Wildland –Residential Interface 







Western Units 









Montague Plain 

WMA 





Eastern Units 





Characterizing Canopy Fuels as They 
Affect Fire Behavior in Pitch Pine," 
Master's Thesis by Matthew Duveneck  

Determination of Springtime Foliar 

Moisture Content in Pitch Pine," 
Professional Master's Project by Peter 
P. Grima  

http://www.umass.edu/nebarrensfuels/publications/pdfs/duveneck_thesis_2005.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/nebarrensfuels/publications/pdfs/duveneck_thesis_2005.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/nebarrensfuels/publications/pdfs/duveneck_thesis_2005.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/nebarrensfuels/publications/pdfs/Grima_FMC_paper_17Feb09.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/nebarrensfuels/publications/pdfs/Grima_FMC_paper_17Feb09.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/nebarrensfuels/publications/pdfs/Grima_FMC_paper_17Feb09.pdf
http://www.umass.edu/nebarrensfuels/publications/pdfs/Grima_FMC_paper_17Feb09.pdf








Fuels 

Birds 

Herps 

Invertebrates 

Plants 













http://www.umass.edu/nebarrensfuels/ 

http://harvardforest.fas.harvard.edu/ 







Community Wildfire Protection Plan 





William  A. Patterson III and 
graduate students 

 
Glenn Motzkin 
 

David King 
 
Robert Brooks 

 
Joan Milam 
 

NRCS 



Thank you 

Tim Simmons 

Restoration 

Ecologist 

Tim.simmons@state

.ma.us 





Vegetation and Fuels 

http://www.landfire.gov/
http://www.landfire.gov/vegetation.php
http://www.landfire.gov/fuel.php

