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2014 TWS Leadership Institute  
 

The Wildlife Society (TWS) is accepting applications for its Leadership 
Institute.  From May-October, 10-15 participants will engage in activities to 
develop leadership skills. Institute members will attend the TWS Annual 
Conference in Pittsburgh (October 24-30, 2014) and participate in 
mentoring/leadership workshop sessions. The Institute is free, and 
participants receive free registration & conference travel grant. 
 
Participation is geared toward early-career professionals, 2 to 3 years out of 
school (undergrad or grad), currently working full-time in a wildlife 
professional position, and with leadership evidence. Also eligible are more 
recent grads with strong evidence of leadership potential and those working 
while pursuing a graduate degree. All applicants must be dues-paying TWS 
members & a Chapter or Section of TWS. Selection based upon: excellent 
academic record, leadership capability or potential, level of excellence in 
current position, and commitment to and involvement in TWS.  Preference 
given to individuals certified as Associate Wildlife Biologists® or Certified 
Wildlife Biologists®, or who have submitted such an application to TWS.  
 
Applicants must submit (in one PDF, excluding online application 
form and recommendation letters): 

• Application form (available at 
http://wildlife.org/dbadmin/Leadership_Institute_Application/in
dex.cfm) 

• Cover letter w/ evidence of leadership capacity/potential (e.g. 
previous leadership positions held in TWS or other organizations) 

• Résumé including a list of publications, awards, etc. 

• Academic transcript/s (scanned copy) 

• 2 letters of recommendation from those in leadership positions w/ 
whom you have worked and who are familiar with your 
commitment to TWS & wildlife management & conservation 

o Email letters directly to: Laura Bies (laura@wildlife.org), 
subject line “Leadership Institute Recommendation for 
[applicant last name]” 

• An essay (1000 word limit), which summarizes (1) your concept of 
leadership, (2) your aspiration for your role within TWS in 5 -10 
years, and (3) why you are an ideal candidate for the Institute 

• Application deadline is March 21, 2014. Visit www.wildlife.org 
for more information (click on ‘Professional Development’ tab). 

• Please contact Laura Bies (laura@wildlife.org) with any questions.  
 

INTELLIGENT TINKERING 
 
Published by the Wisconsin Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society.  TWS is an international 
nonprofit organization of wildlife 
professionals.   
Subscriptions are available with Chapter 
membership.   
The editor invites comments and articles for 
possible publication.   
Email submissions in MS Word documents to: 
lesa.kardash@wisconsin.gov 
 

Submission Deadlines: 
Winter Issue: February 1, 2014 

Spring Issue: May 1, 2014 
Summer Issue: August 1, 2014 

 
 

http://wildlife.org/dbadmin/Leadership_Institute_Application/index.cfm
http://wildlife.org/dbadmin/Leadership_Institute_Application/index.cfm
http://www.wildlife.org/
mailto:laura@wildlife.org
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By Tami Ryan 
 

Greetings Wisconsin Wildlifers!  As I gaze out 
my window onto the winter landscape and 
sunshine reflecting off the snow it seems 
appropriate in my last soapbox I reflect upon 
my tenure as chapter president.   
 
A key foundation upon which I ran for election 
was to have our chapter continue on the wildlife 
health track and build upon our technical 
training on field investigations of wildlife 
mortality, as well as, bring the wildlife 
management and wildlife health interdisciplinary 

continuum to the forefront. I identified a specific interest to explore ways for 
our chapter to become involved with the One Health Initiative as a key concept 
to this interconnectedness and all of my soapboxes throughout my term have 
been devoted to this exploration and interest.   
 
Our winter meeting plenary has also been dedicated to One Health with 
esteemed speakers who will further explore the wildlife-human health 
connection, as well as, further define how the role of One Health in wildlife 
conservation is both a challenge and an opportunity for the wildlife profession.   
 
Thank you for opportunity to serve as chapter president and I am hopeful that 
you have gained new knowledge, insights and inspirations as a result.   And 
now, over to you Scott Craven!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Truisms - Contributed by Tom Bahti 
 

Shamelessly borrowed, stolen and plagiarized from other sources  
 

We live in an era of smart phones and stupid people. 
 

I am fluent in three languages...English, sarcasm and profanity. 
 

A lot of people claim that honesty is the best policy, and then get all offended 
when you tell them the truth. 

 

How many calories does just wearing my running shoes burn? 
 

Do kids who never get in trouble even know what their middle names are? 
 

Nothing says "I mean business." like using a shopping cart at a liquor store. 
 

Unfortunately, my daydreams about being skinny are always interrupted by the 
sound of my own chewing. 

 

Follow your heart, but take your brain with you. 

 
 

Issues Committee Updates 
 

WOLF ISSUES COMMITTEE 

Wolf Hunting with Dogs Lawsuit:                                                                     

A group of humane societies filed a lawsuit in August 2012 claiming the DNR 
did not place any restrictions on how wolf hunters could use dogs.  On January 
4, 2013 Dane County Circuit Judge Peter Anderson ruled that people can use 
dogs to hunt wolves in Wisconsin, but he blocked hunters from training dogs 
to go after wolves. He said that .the DNR had an obligation to amend a pre-
existing rule that allows people to train dogs on wild animals to address 
problems that would arise between dogs and wolves. He found the rule is 
invalid and can't be used to support training on wolves. However, he also said 

Presidents Soapbox 
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that the DNR had no duty to impose restrictions on actually hunting wolves 
with dogs so hounds were allowed to be used in the 2013-14 season.  His 
ruling is being appealed but a hearing date has yet to be set. 

WI Wolf Harvest Season: 

The season was open for 70 days from October 15 through December 23, 
2013; 257 wolves were harvested. Breakdown by zone is below. 

Daily updates of the harvest were shown on our DNR website 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/hunt/wolf.html or dnr.wi.gov  keyword "wolf". 

Zone Total 

quota

State licensed 

quota

Harvest Oct. 15-

Closed:

1
84 76

77 10/30/13

2
31 28

29 10/23/13

3
79 71

75 12/23/13

4
13 12

12 11/05/13

5
35 34

35 10/30/13

6
33 30

29 11/07/13

Total 275 251 257 12/23/13

2013-14 WI WOLF HARVEST

 

168 wolves (66%) were harvested by trapping, 89 by hunting (34%). 35 of the 
89 wolves were harvested using hounds. 
 
Randy Jurewicz, Chair 
 
 
 

WCTWS Board Meeting Minutes 
January 21, 2014, Conference Call 

    
Submitted by Travis Anderson, Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Attending: Tami, Travis, Scott H., Scott C., Sharon, Mandy, Lesa 
Meeting begins: 9:00 
 
Financial Status 

Treasurer Report 
- Financial report submitted by Travis 

TWS National - ~ $11K 
- A check is expected from National for the National Conf. 

being held in Milwaukee 
- The check is estimated to be at $11,000 

   
Winter Meeting 

Social events: 
Arrangements committee reception (Tues evening) 
- Discussion on what type of reception to hold: a “nicer” 

dinner/full meal or free beverages and snacks?  The 
Executive Board is leaning towards the free 
beverages/snacks option.  We will use funds from 
National Conf to pay for this.  Arrangements Committee 
members should take the lead on planning this reception 
(Jamie Nack, Scott Walter, Karl Martin) 

- Tami can send catering info to Jamie. 
- On the Winter Meeting registration form, we will have a 

place for members to mark if they plan to attend this 
reception. 

Student breakfast (Weds morning) 
- Will invite student chapters officers & Advisors (UWSP, 

UW-Madison, Northland College) 
- Start time of 7am on Thursday morning?  Will need to 

leave the Hotel for a full breakfast.  Contact the restaurant 
near the hotel/conference center   

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIxMjE0LjEzNDI2OTIxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMTIxNC4xMzQyNjkyMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MzEyNDgxJmVtYWlsaWQ9YWRyaWFuLnd5ZGV2ZW5Ad2lzY29uc2luLmdvdiZ1c2VyaWQ9YWRyaWFuLnd5ZGV2ZW5Ad2lzY29uc2luLmdvdiZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&100&&&http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/hunt/wolf.html
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- Will need a head count to plan for room size 
Pre-banquet 
- Cash bar opens ½ hr before banquet  
Post-banquet 
- Keep bartender on site until 10-11pm? 
- Garage sale/silent auction/art contest ongoing to the side 

 
Program:   

Plenary presenters 
- 3 speakers (Milt Friend, Jonathan Freeman, Zip Johnson 

(spelling?)) 
- Tami will moderate the plenary 
Abstract submittals & session programming 
- Scott H has received 16 submissions so far, and knows 

more are coming.  So far all are graduate students and no 
undergrads…yet 

- Needs 2 more moderators for these sessions 
WSO special session 
- David Drake has this squared away 
Banquet & Awards 
- See below 
50 year membership recognitions? 
- In 2013, each received a $50 gift card to Gander Mt.   
- Alan Crossley had been keeping track of this. 
- We should continue this 
Best student presentation awards (undergrad/grad) – when? 

Who?  
- $50 Gander Mt gift cards.  Scott Hull will take care of 

this.  Awards will be presented on Thursday. 
 
Meals & breaks 

- We are not required to use the meals on the “state rate” 
level, so will go with the slightly more expensive meals.  
Those on the state rate level seemed to be less desirable 

Tuesday evening reception 
- See above in Social Events  

Wednesday am break, lunch, pm break, banquet and evening 
snacks (?) 

- No evening snacks 
Thursday am breakfast or am break or both? 
- Thursday AM break 

 
Registration Fee 

- In 2013 we had an “Early fee” of $80 for members, $90 
for non, and $40 for students/retirees and a late fee of 
$10 more for each category.  Feb 24th is the deadline. 

- Non-refundable?   
- This year fees: keep the same as last year, but add $20 for 

day off registration, $10 more for students.  EARLY: $80 
for members, $90 non-members, $40 students/retirees.  
LATE: $100 for members, $110 non-members, $50 
students/retirees 

 
Program pamphlet 

- Will Krista McGinley do this again?  Scott H will ask 
 
Scholarship & Awards committee chairmanship 

- Bruce Bacon has stepped down, and Ken Jonas is 
willing to serve for 1 more year.   

- Scholarship Committee: Lesa is chairing this 
committee.  She has received 2 applicants, 1 in each 
category 

Awards for 2014 
- Deadline is Feb 1st for nominations 
- Tami has ideas for nominations 

 
Business meeting 
 Advocacy continued (WWF, TWS conservation affairs 

network) 
 Elections/potential candidates 

- Sarah Warner (F&WS) is interested in board position 
- Jason Sucko is thinking about it (for President) 
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- Paul Samerdyke? Mark Pfost (for President?)?  Brian 
Buenzow? Brian Heeringa (USFS) may be interested.  
Michelle Carlisle? 

- Scott H can contact Paul and Brian Buenzow, and 
Jason 

- Lesa can contact Michelle 

- Travis will contact Mark 

- Sharon will touch base with Brian Heeringa 

- Tami will contact Sarah  
 Other 

- Issues with having active Committees (similar to 
unwillingness for members to run for office) 

  
Advocacy 
 Wisconsin Wildlife Federation meeting & additional reps 

- WWF would like to meet with the Ex Board (before the 
Winter Conf) 

- Need to identify a few dates for a meeting, we should 
confer with WWF what dates work best for them.  No 
week nights work for our board. 

- Add more reps to the WWF membership from WCTWS? 
 
Other 

Chuck Pils request 
- A request from League of Conservation Voters for $100 

for a “lobby day” event 
- We paid $100 to be members and expected that that 

would be used towards events such as these.  We would 
like to know more about their stance on the various issues 
before we commit to further donations.    

 
 
 
 
 
Budget considerations 
All food and beverage much be purchased through hotel 

18% service charge and tax on all food and beverage 
 
$150 bartender fee if a $300 revenue is not met (all alcohol must be purchased 
through hotel) 

Bartender needs?  Tuesday and Wednesday?   
 
Audio/visual equipment rental 
 Needs? (We can bring our own equipment in) 
 
$1800 room rental (discounted rates) 
 
Provide screen, microphone, podium, in each room and one projector 
 
Itemization (N = 220)     Cost estimate 
Tuesday evening reception     N/A for 
registration fee 
Wednesday am break      990 
(4.50/person) 
Wednesday lunch      3300 
(15.00/person) 
Wednesday pm break      1045 
(4.75/person) 
Pre-banquet cash bar/fee     ???? 
Wednesday banquet*      6028 
(27.40/person) 
Post-banquet cash bar/fee     ???? 
Wednesday evening snacks     ???? 
Thursday am break      1320 
(6/person) 
Room rental       1800 
Projector       300 
(150/day) 
Total estimate       14783 
Estimated registration fee     68/person 
(+ per reduced fee for students?) 
*Need vegetarian option (include on registration form) 
 
Meeting adjourn: 10:45 
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Financial Status Report, 11/17/14 
 

Submitted by Travis Anderson, Secretary/Treasurer 
 

   Credits (since last report)  Amount Year (total) 
   Winter Meeting     $16,452.00 
   Silent Auction/Garage Sale    $     335.00 
   Membership      $    $   2,140.00 
   National TWS-Milwaukee  $1,690.00 
      

     Debits (since last report)  Amount Year 
   Winter Meeting     $   8,971.60 
   Awards – Winter Meeting  $     30.00 $      952.85 
   Technical Training   $     85.00 
   WWF Membership     $      180.00 
   League Cons. Voters membership   $      100.00 
   Leopold Scholarships     $    2,000.00 
   Outstanding Student Award    $       116.00 
   National Travel Grants  (3 * $500)   $    1,500.00 
   Mileage & Meetings     $       584.32 
   Postage/clerical/etc.     $       100.04 
   Guy Baldassare Scholarship    $       100.00 
   WI Outdoor Youth Expo    $       500.00 
   TWS Conference (incl. donation & beer glasses)  $    1,934.32 
 
 

ACCOUNT DATE AMOUNT DIFFERENCE   

CHECKING 10/29/13 $3,621.83 
    12/31/13 $5,226.83           -$1,605.00 

 SAVINGS 1 10/29/13 $3,149.05 
    12/31/13 $3,149.85 -$0.80 

 SAVINGS 2 10/29/13 $1,067.63 
    12/31/13 $1,068.11 $0.29 

 CD #1 10/29/13 $1,948.23 
    12/31/13 $1,950.06 $1.01 

 CD #2 (Bjerke) 10/29/13 $83,401.47 
    12/31/13 $83,464.57 $63.10 

 CUNA Brokerage 3/31/13 $13,911.94 
  

  09/30/13 $15,038.48 $1,126.54   

TOTAL 10/29/13  $107,101.16 
       12/31/13     $109,897.90      $2,796.74 

 
Note:  
- Received $1690 from TWS National for sale of pint glasses  
- Reimbursed Mandy Cyr ($25) and Dan Schneider ($60) for attending TWS 
National Conference Workshops 
 
 
 
 
 

                        
  
 
University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point 
 

By Elise Worthel, President       
 

As we return from winter break the UWSP student chapter is doing their best 
to not let the snow interfere with their events. So far this semester our deer 
project has begun trapping in Schmeeckle Reserve. As the deer are trapped 
they are ear tagged and collared. The project has quite a few collars and will be 
trapping for a few weeks to use them up. Deer project’s leaders try to ensure 
that the project is very hands on, but also ensures that the deer aren’t overly 
stressed – getting them out of the trap, ear tagged, and collared in under five 
minutes.  Every volunteer gets an opportunity to help out and no one is just an 
observer. The project will also be helping out a Wildlife of North America 
course, taking students out during their labs, allowing more than just TWS 
members to get hands on experience with the deer. As the semester gets more 
under way many more projects will begin taking members out. 
 
Four of our members drove eight and a half hours to attend the Midwest Fish 
and Wildlife Conference in Kansas City, allowing them to network with 

Student Chapter Corner 
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professionals and learn a few things along the way. Some of our members will 
also be attending the Wisconsin Chapter TWS meeting in March.  
 
Attending our weekly meetings will be speakers, including Brandon Stefanski 
from the DNR, Dick Thiel who will speak to us about the wolf hunt, and 
another organization on campus, MANNRS, (Multicultural Awareness in 
Natural Resources and other Related Sciences). We will also be trying to recruit 
some new members at this semester’s Student Organization Fair.  
 
 

University of Wisconsin – Madison 
 

By Tyler Garwood, President       
 

The fall semester finished with our annual Game Dinner.  We served bear, 
venison, pronghorn, pheasant, turkey, and other meats, along with numerous 
sides, all prepared by members of our student chapter and donated by students, 
friends, family, and faculty.  We also had a silent auction and raffle featuring 
donations from local businesses.  In total, we raised $750, which will fund our 
events and travel for the next semester.  A huge thanks to everyone who 
attended and worked to make this event a success! 
 
With the spring semester just starting and the weather being uncooperative, our 
activities have been largely limited to outreach events such as Science Night.  
However, we are scheduled to capture deer in Shiocton with the WDNR for 
the first several weekends in March, and have been out tracking foxes that our 
Vice President, Holly Hovanec, collared for her capstone research project.  
Once spring comes, we will get start with a number of events and projects, 
including the Wisconsin Frog and Toad survey and the Great Wisconsin 
Birdathon.  We are also partnering with the Madison Audubon Society, and 
will help them erect and monitor Kestrel boxes at Goose Pond Sanctuary, as 
well as conduct Wood Duck surveys at Faville Grove Sanctuary near Lake 
Mills.   
 
 
 
 

Annual Winter Meeting – Coming Soon! 
 

The Wisconsin Chapter of The Wildlife Society is holding their winter meeting 
at the Stoney Creek Inn, Rothschild, March 11-13, 2014, with a welcome 
reception the evening of March 11th.  The plenary theme will be – One 
Health: The Wildlife-Human Connection.   
 
Tuesday night reception: On Tuesday, March 11 from 7-10 pm, we will have 
a welcome reception at the Stoney Creek Inn that will be hosted by the 2013 
Arrangements Committee for The Wildlife Society Annual Conference.  This 
will be a chance to catch-up with friends and colleagues. All winter meeting 
attendees are invited. A cash bar will be available.   
 
Lodging:  Stoney Creek Inn (Room block: Wisconsin Wildlife Society).  Call 
1-800-659-2220 for reservations.  Rates are $70/room for single or double.  
 
Full Registration 
Late registration rates take effect after March 1.   
Member: $100 Non-Member: $110 Student/Retiree: $50          
 
2014 WCTWS membership:  $10.00 
 
Silent Auction/Garage Sale:  Please consider donating an item for the silent 
auction or a used outdoor-related item for the garage sale.  Contact Krista 
McGinley (Krista.McGinley@wisconsin.gov or 608-261-8458) if you have 
questions about the silent auction.  
 
Best Student Presentation Award:  Student presentations will be judged 
during the meeting and the student with the best presentation will receive an 
award from the WCTWS during the Wednesday evening award ceremony.  
WCTWS is looking for judges to evaluate student presenters during the special 
student session on the afternoon of Wednesday March 12.  Please contact 
Scott Hull (Scott.Hull@Wisconsin.gov) if you are interested and can commit to 
judging at least 3 student presentations.   
 

Check out the WCTWS website for the registration form: 

http://wildlife.org/wisconsin/home 

mailto:Scott.Hull@Wisconsin.gov
http://wildlife.org/wisconsin/home
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Wisconsin Wildlife Federation 
Meeting Summaries 

 

Submitted by Pat Kaiser, WCTWS Liaison to WWF 
 

Wildlife Committee Meeting, February 1, 2014, Stevens Point, WI 
 
The Wildlife Committee meeting ‘Agenda’ included the following topics and 
discussion. Several representatives from the WDNR staff provided updates 
regarding the Wildlife, Forestry and Natural Areas programs. 

1. Bill Vander Zouwen, WDNR Wildlife Specialist provided a summary 
and update of DNR programs. Some of the program issues were: a) 
Sharptail grouse populations in WI. are very low – thus no hunting 
permits were issued for 2013, b) Waterfowl – discussions are under 
way for a possible ‘early teal season’ as teal populations in the US are 
now at their highest level ever recorded, c) Wolf – the harvest for the 
2013 season  was 257 , with 65% taken by trapping and 35% by 
hunting, d) Bear – a quota harvest  goal of 4700 has been set for 2014, 
e) Bobcat  - a ‘south zone’ for harvest has been established and will 
have a harvest quota for 2014, f) CWD in Deer – testing of deer in 
2013 resulted in 350 deer positives, and four of those positives were  
outside of the CWD zone, g) Farm Bill – a new US farm bill has been 
passed and one of its elements puts a cap of $24 million to be used for 
land leases, h) Animal Damage program – 185,00 acres were open for 
public hunting because of animal damage payments made to 
landowners, of which 23,000 acres was due to wolf damage payments, 
i) Education – a state-of-the-art  interactive education display will be 
established at the WDNR Horicon Marsh office and due to open in 
April 2015, and j) Bill VZ is retiring from WDNR in mid-February and 
will be taking employment with Pheasants Forever as a regional 
representative in Michigan. 
 

2. Kevin Wallenfang, WDNR Big Game Specialist provides updates on 
the deer and elk programs. Deer program; a) the 2013 overall deer 
harvest was approx. 337,000 with 250,000 via gun harvest and 8 very 
cold  and significant snowfall  has already resulted in ‘very severe 
category’ for numerous areas in northern WI and will likely occur in 

some of the central and southern regions of the state. Antlerless 
harvest quota’s will probably be reduced or even eliminated in some 
areas for 2014, c) Implementing the Deer Trustee program – the 
WDNR Board via ‘emergency rule’ approved the ‘Deer Trustee Report 
rule Package’ so that some of its recommendations could be 
implemented in 2015. Some changes include;  1)eliminate in-person 
deer registration with statewide automated deer registration beginning 
in 2015, 2) deer management units will be defined by county 
boundary’s, 3) deer herd populations  will no longer be identified by 
population goals and scientific population estimates, instead a ‘Deer 
Advisory Committee’ composed of  approx. 7 – citizens  will 
arbitrarily decide if the “deer herd” is stable, increasing, or decreasing 
and then make the recommendation for harvest, 4) …four - deer 
management zones are now established ..Northern Forest Zone, 
Central Forest Zone, Central Farmland Zone, and Southern Farmland 
Zone, 5) hunting season structure (i.e. license type and antlerless tag 
availability) will vary within the four management zones, 6) antlerless 
deer tags will be allotted by private land vs. public land and additional 
antlerless deer tags will cost $12 , 7) – All this makes for a “simplified” 
regulations. 
Elk program;  a) current elk population approx. 180, at the Clam Lake 
site, b) the Clam Lake elk site is an area of approx. 1100 sq. mi. but the 
elk are using only about 100 sq. mi.. ,  
c) WDNR has enlarged the Clam Lake site to include more county 
forest land and MFL lands and they intend to capture 12 – 15 elk and 
relocate them to the south part of the zone; d) before a limited elk 
hunting season can be implemented the population must be 200 
animals, e) plans are still in progress to bring additional elk into WI to 
establish an additional herd in the Black River Forest area and add 
additional elk to the Clam Lake area to increase genetic diversity. 
 

3. Erin Crane and Randy Hoffman of the WDNR ‘Natural Heritage and 
Conservation Program’ presented information on the State Natural 
Areas (SNA) of Wisconsin. Erin provided an overall perspective and 
Randy presented some informational facts regarding SNA’s ;  
a) less than 2% of Wisconsin lands and waters qualify as ‘natural areas’, 
b) there are 673 designated SNA’s , c) there are approx. 373,000 acres 
of SNA, d)  approx.  186,000 acres are part of lands already owned as 
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wildlife, forestry, fishery, parks areas, and including 77,000 acres that 
are standalone state natural area properties. The remaining SNA acres 
are part of county, federal ownerships and some private ownership, e) 
most recreational activities are allowed on SNA’s including hunting, 
fishing, hiking, etc.  .  

 
4. Bob Mather of WDNR Forestry program provided information on a 

legislative issue involving the Managed Forest Law .  Assembly Bill 700 
is an attempt to modify some of the current guidelines of the MFL 
law.  The bill has changes that address; a) lands eligible for entry into 
MFL, b) access to closed lands in a MFL ownership, c)leasing of MFL 
land, d) sale and transfer of MFL land, e) withdrawal of MFL land, f) 
assessment of withdrawal taxes and yield taxes, g) renewal of lands 
into MFL program.  Discussions regarding possible changes to MFL 
have been ongoing between WDNR staff and the WI. Council of 
Forestry for a couple years and this AB 700 reflects some of those 
discussions. 

 
5. Ralph Fritsch, WWF Wildlife Committee Chairman discussed several 

other topics; a) Hunter Education Policy – regarding ‘course length’.  
Starting in 2016 overall class length can be no longer than 19 hours, 
and classes can be no longer than 3 weeks from start to finish. b) 
Assembly Bill 691 – ‘sport shooting range’, this bill protects an existing 
shooting range from any state or local zoning rules relating to noise or 
nonconforming use. Wildlife committee voted to support this bill.   

 
Bi-Monthly Meeting, February 14-15, 2014, Stevens Point, WI 
 
A.   George Meyer, WWF Executive Director discussed several topics.  
1)  Legislative Issue’s; a) –  Assembly Bill (AB 602) this bill would designate a 
specific property in city of Sturgeon Bay, WI to be exempt from wetland filling 
so a family residential unit can be constructed. Motion made that WWF oppose 
this bill – Motion Approved!  b) (AB665) this bill pertains to ‘access to land 
acquired with stewardship funding’, and, ‘access to managed forest lands’. This 
bill would prohibit the expenditure of stewardship $$ to acquire land to acquire 
land that is required to be open to the public unless the land is accessible to the 
public on foot; and, this bill establishes an additional requirement for MFL 
eligibility--- for land to be designated as MFL it must be accessible to the 

public on foot, unless it has been designated as closed to public access. Motion 
for WWF to support this bill – Motion approved! c) Senate Bill (SB527) this 
bill pertains to ‘sport shooting ranges’ by providing additional protections. 
Under this bill a sport shooting range is not subject to any state or local zoning 
conditions or rules related to noise or nonconforming use,  it provides the 
owner or operator immunity from civil liability in any action by the state or its 
political subdivisions, .. Motion for WWF to support this bill – Motion 
approved! 
2) WWF Annual Meeting April 11-12, 2014 --- will be held at the Mead Inn, 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI.  At this meeting the Annual Resolutions will be 
presented, discussed and voted on.  Also, the newly organized Youth 
Conservation Leadership Corp will present their resolutions to the WWF 
Board for discussion and voting.  Several guest presentations will include; a) 
Preston Cole – NRB Chair will likely be the keynote speaker,  b) the topic of 
‘Future Wolf Mgt. in WI.’ by Dave McFarland, and c) topic of ‘Impact of 
Climate Change on Fish and Wildlife Habitat in Wisconsin’ – speaker to be 
determined. Finally the presentation of Annual Awards will be made during the 
evening dinner program. 
3) Youth Conservation Leadership Corp -- this first class of 14 students have 
gone thru two weekend training sessions. They are doing quite well and their 
final training session is Feb. 21-22, 2014 in Stevens Point, WI. With 
completion of this session, they will be developing ‘conservation resolutions’ 
and presenting them for discussion and voting at the WWF Annual meeting in 
April 2014. 
 
B. Committee Reports: a) Wildlife Committee – refer to the report that was 
submitted for the WWF - Wildlife Committee meeting that was held February 
1, 2014. However, one additional topic for discussion was in reference to the 
new Wolf Mgt. Plan.  Ralph Fritsch, Wildlife Committee chairman indicated 
that the previous wolf mgt. plan had a population goal of 350. He stated that in 
the new plan some of the discussions include raising the goal to ‘500 + - 20%’ 
or maybe ‘No Goal’. He stated that there are indications that the WI. 
Conservation Congress may be supporting the 500 + - 20% level, which would 
be contradictory to their previous support of 350 wolf population goal.  The 
WWF have at previous meetings supported a motion for a population goal of 
350. b) Calendar Committee – The annual calendar raffle is the primary source 
of fund raising by WWF. A total of 8140 (2014 WWF Calendars) were sold, -- 
this compares to 7797 calendars sold for 2013, and 7850 sold for 2012. c) Dog 
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Committee – Andy Lewandowski, Chairman identified some issues being 
worked on include; meetings with DNR staff at Bong and Ottawa grounds 
pertaining to multiple user conflicts, the need for at least one Class 1 & Class 2 
dog training areas in every county,  the dealing with dog training prohibitions 
on MFL lands and some Nature Conservancy lands that were purchased 
partially by Stewardship $$ . d) Forestry, Parks, Recreation Committee – Jerry 
Knuth, Chairman discussed AB700 which pertains to Managed Forest Law 
program (refer to the report from the WWF Wildlife Committee mtg. of Feb. 
1, 2014). e) Fishery and Environmental Committee – two issues of concern are; 
the New Zealand Mud Snail invasion in Wisconsin trout streams and the 
National Wildlife Federation (NWF) is concerned about an oil pipeline that 
crosses the Mackinac Straits in the UP of Michigan. The oil industry intends to 
pass ‘tar sands oil’ thru this pipeline which is now 60 yrs. old. Tar sands oil is 
much more corrosive than existing crude oil, thus the concern is that the 
pipeline is much more prone to rupture with tar sands oil flow. The NWF asks 
for WWF support to discuss with federal legislators the need to replace the 60 
yr. old pipeline across the Mackinac Straits before tar sands oil flows thru the 
pipeline.  A resolution for each of these two issues will be proposed at the 
WWF Annual meeting in April 2014. 
 
C. Frank Trcka, DNR – Wildlife Management Deputy Director provided 
updates on several activities in the wildlife management program. Some topics 
he discussed; the DNR intent to hire 13 wildlife techs in 2014, CWD sampled 
approx. 6500 deer during the 2013 deer season and found 350 + positive’s for 
CWD of which 4 were outside of the CWD zone, DNR intends to bring an 
additional 75 elk into WI during 2015 and 2016 to supplement the Clam Lake 
herd in northern WI. and start a new herd in the Black River Falls area, a new 
educational exhibit is near completion at the Horicon Marsh Education Center 
with opening expected to be late April 2014, construction of the new pheasant 
incubator facility at the State Game Farm, Poynette, WI has been delayed 
because costs are now greater than previously estimated and over the amount 
of $$ budgeted for the project. DNR is trying to utilize other funds within its 
wildlife mgt. program to cover the deficit. 
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