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 With spring now upon us and summer fast approaching, it seems like this is 

one of the busiest times of the year for wildlife professionals. However, this is 

also one of the most enjoyable times, as this is when a significant portion of our 

fieldwork occurs, i.e. conducting bird surveys, neotropical bird banding, pre-

scribed burns, vegetation sampling, planting habitat and food plots, capturing 

fawns, and the list goes on. As everyone seems to become busier and busier each 

year, I encourage you to take time this summer to step back and look at every-

thing that you have accomplished and know that it does matter. As Shane Ma-

honey and The Wildlife Society President, Gary Potts mentioned in their ad-

dresses at our 50th Annual Meeting, Wildlife Conservation Does Matter, and we 

are Wildlife Professionals that have devoted ourselves to wildlife conservation. 

President Potts reiterated that The Wildlife Society is our professional organi-
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has challenged each Chapter and Section to increase their Wildlife Society 

Membership numbers at the National Level. At last check, we are 178 members 

strong, and have 40 South Dakota Chapter Members that are also National 

Members of The Wildlife Society. If you are not a cur-

rent member at the National Level, I encourage you to 

consider it, as well as to consider becoming certified as 

an Associate or Certified Wildlife Biologist through The 

Wildlife Society.  

 Our 50th Annual Meeting celebration went really 

well, with 152 registered attendees, and I want to thank everyone for pulling to-

gether to make that meeting what it was. Secretary/Treasurer, Julie DeJong 

put together a financial summary of the 2016 Annual Meeting for the SDTWS 

Executive Board at our last meeting on April 14th. Some additional expenses 

were incurred for the annual meeting, but we also had additional sponsorships 
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this year, as well as the increase in registration fee. All- in-all, we ended up 

needing to dip into our saving for $2,410.72 to cover meeting expenses. At this 

time last year the board reviewed our budget and planned to utilize some of our 

saving to put on a few extras at the 50th annual meeting, and in the end we 

came out well. We are now looking forward to planning our 51st Annual Meeting 

and have secured the meeting location again at Cedar Shore Resort in Oacoma. 

Meeting dates are February 27th �² March 1st, 2017. President-elect Josh Staf-

ford will be taking the lead on lining up our agenda, and if you have any specific 

topics or presentations that you or someone you know would like to give, please 
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myself at any time. We are also planning to have another photo contest at the 

annual meeting, so have your camera ready while in the field this year. It was 

really nice to see all the photos that were submitted at the annual meeting.  

 Finally, as habitat loss and degradation is a real and ev-

er increasing issue here in South Dakota, the board dis-

cussed making a monetary donation to the newly created 

South Dakota Habitat Conservation Fund, as this fund pro-

vides a permanent funding source for habitat work in South 

Dakota, and was a result of one of the recommendations from Governor Dau-
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and promote sound stewardship of wildlife resources and of the environment up-
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direct on-the-ground conservation to restore and enhance wildlife habitat, the 

board felt that we could support this fund and the associated habitat projects 

with a monetary donation of $1,000. For more information about the South Da-

kota Habitat Conservation Fund and the projects funded thus far please visit: 

http://habitat.sd.gov/resources/habitatconservationfund.aspx 
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Nathan Baker, President �² South Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society 



�´�6�H�H�L�Q�J���W�K�H���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���W�U�H�H�V�����F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V���D�Q�G��
�F�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���I�R�U�H�V�W�V���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�G�O�L�I�H�µ 

The 2016 Annual Meeting for the CMPS will be in Steamboat 
Springs, CO from August 8-11, 2016. Join us!   

For more details and registration click here 
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�x�� R for Wildlife Biologists and Conservation Detection Dog workshops 

�x�� Plenary speakers on the contemporary challenges of forest and wild-
life management 

�x�� Contributed papers and posters, and a new session of Ignite Talks 
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2017 PHOTO CONTEST 

�.�H�H�S���W�K�R�V�H���F�D�P�H�U�D�·�V���K�D�Q�G�\��
this year.  The Executive 
committee has once again de-
cided to host a photo contest for the 2017 
�D�Q�Q�X�D�O���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�������:�H���Q�H�H�G���\�R�X�U���S�K�R�W�R�V�«���D�Q�G��
they can be submitted anytime during the 
year. 

Entry fee: $5 per photo �³ no limit on number 
of entries 

Size: 8x10 attached to 10x12 black  
cardboard / foam board mat 

 

�x��Photos can be submitted prior to the  meeting to any board 
member or can be brought to the annual meeting 

�x��Winner will be chosen by popular vote at 2017 Annual Meeting & 
receive 50% of the entry fees. 

�x��The winning photo will be displayed on the SDTWS website and 
will be made into a canvas to be auctioned off at 2018 annual 
meeting.   

 

 



2016 Annual Meeting Highlights 

Shane Mahoney was our 
keynote speaker and gave 
an engaging address titled 
�´�&�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���0�D�W�W�H�U�V�µ��
during our awards banquet. 
The YouTube video can be 
viewed here  . 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GxquyhaKjqg&feature=youtu.be
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Gary Potts  

presentation of 
the SDTWS 50th  

Anniversary  

Certificate 
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http://gfp.sd.gov/hunting/docs/prairiedogmappingreport.pdf
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Wildlife Commission ap-
proves hunting season rec-
ommendations for 2016.  
 

Tribal biologist and staff prepared 
and met with the Wildlife Commis-
sion Meeting on February 24th and 
all recommendations were generally agreed to and passed. There may be a need to 
have another briefing or meeting with the asst. chairman and we will be prepared to 
do so. All grant work is on hold until payment in early April.  

Tribal biologist and staff have decided to help create awareness & educational oppor-
tunities within the tribe and have come up with an idea called the SRST Game & Fish 
Department newsletter. We will draft Winter-Spring 2016, Volume No. 1. for your re-
view. It will contain survey results and talk about why we do them. Photos and spe-
cial interest stories will also be included.  

Numerous recommendations have been compiled regarding habitat improvements 
across the reservation. It appears the wildlife commission has much interest in this 
and will wait when the Director says the word to start. In the mean time we are gath-
ering information for the plan as it will take the rest of this year to complete.  

 

Reasons for biologist and surveys  

New Century Environmental uses the best and most up to date survey techniques to 
determine the status of game species population on the Reservation. Over time, our 
biologist will compare each year using trending data. State information is also gath-
ered and analyzed by our biologist to gain the best understanding on what is happen-
ing to the game species population on and around the Reservation. The whole goal of 
the biologist is to sustain the population of game species for future generations, so 
�W�K�H�\���W�R�R���F�D�Q���H�Q�M�R�\���W�K�H���5�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�����2�X�U���E�L�R�O�R�J�L�V�W���K�D�V���S�O�D�Q�V���R�Q���F�U�H��
ating habitat improvement areas which will increase the trophy size of our animals. 
�6�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���5�R�F�N�¶�V���5�H�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���L�V���O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���D�Q���D�U�H�D���W�K�D�W���K�D�U�Q�H�V�V�H�V���E�L�J���W�U�R�S�K�\���V�L�]�H�G��
deer, our biologist wants to ensure these trophy bucks keep thriving around the Res-
ervation from year to year  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015/2016 spotlight surveys  

Three spotlight surveys were conducted thus far on Standing Rock to correlate and 
compare deer population estimates from previous years. The Wakpala route was con-
ducted two different times, once during the pre-rifle season on the 14th of October 
then again during the post-rifle season on the 17th of January. Another post-rifle spot-
light survey was conducted on the Walker Bottom route on the 19th of January. The 
�U�D�Z���G�D�W�D���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H�����������¶�V���Y�V�����W�K�H���������������������¶�V���G�D�W�D���F�D�Q���E�H���V�K�R�Z�Q���E�H�O�R�Z�����2�Y�H�U�D�O�O����
�W�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���P�R�U�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���V�H�H�Q���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V���V�X�U�Y�H�\�V���D�V���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V��
surveys. We had a new high record of deer recorded during the pre-rifle spotlight sur-
vey with 6.05 deer seen per mile.  

 

Ground Counts  
An additional survey technique was add-
ed in 2013 and it will take several years 
before we can build a reliable trending 
database. This survey provides additional 
data not gathered from aerial surveys. 
The table below shows ground counts to 
�W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V���������������������������� 

 

Dusk Surveys  

In the effort to get the most accurate count of deer and other wildlife on the reserva-
tion, a new technique was added this fall/winter 2014-2015. These new surveys will 
be conducted at dusk; during the dusk hours, deer and other wildlife such as coyotes, 
raccoons, porcupine, etc. are more likely to be seen. Or dusk surveys reveal a more 
accurate count on wildlife, deer in particular. This technique provides a more cost ef-
fective way of surveying wildlife.  

 

Aerial 2016 biological/survey data:  

We conducted 1 aerial flight throughout the Southwest portion of the reservation and 
along the Grand River Corridor, these areas we believe to be the most represented ar-
ea of big game species. A total of 6.55 hours of surveying flight time was recorded. 
The overall winter aerial surveys indicate dramatic increasing numbers in white tail 
�D�Q�G���P�X�O�H���G�H�H�U�����D�Q�W�H�O�R�S�H���V�K�R�Z�H�G���I�H�Z�H�U���Q�X�P�E�H�U���W�K�D�Q���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V���V�X�U�Y�H�\�����7�K�H���Z�K�L�W�H�W�D�L�O��
deer to mule deer ratio appears to be 75:25. This is a desirable ratio between the two 
species of deer. The rise in big game species will bring good recruitment for fawns in 
�W�K�H���F�R�P�L�Q�J���\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H���W�D�E�O�H���E�H�O�R�Z���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�V���O�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V���D�H�U�L�D�O���F�R�X�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���6�R�X�W�K�Z�H�V�W��
�U�H�J�L�R�Q���W�R���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V�����������������F�R�X�Q�W�V���� 

 



  

 
 

 

 

 

Habitat Management plan Improvements  

�x�� Develop a habitat improvement plan for the entire Reservation to enhance the 
�7�U�L�E�H�¶�V���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�U�L�Y�H���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�Q�G���� 

�x�� Installing food plots and mineral blocks wherever agriculture is scarce to provide 
additional nutrition to deer and other wildlife which would increase carry capaci-
ty and size/quality of deer. Locations will be selected upon approval of recom-
mendation.  

�x�� Sampling the biomass in areas of high concentration of deer to figure available 
nutrition the deer have to forage on. Obtaining trending data on biomass produc-
tion on a year to year basis will give a good indication on amount of nutrition 
available to the deer population. Designated locations will be chosen upon ap-
proval of this project.  

�x�� Implement prescribe burns on designated areas to promote healthy growth of na-
tive grasses and forbs the deer use to feed and cover from native elements such as 
predation and exposure. Members of NCE staff are certified and will oversee the 
prescribe burns at the designated locations chosen upon approval of this action.  

�x�� Close a section of the Reservation for a minimum of 1 year, preferably 2 years to 
implement a trophy sized deer management area. Location will be formulated 
based on approval, possible revenue booster to raffle off permits within the area. 

 

Awarded grants for Standing Rock  

Our biologist has successfully written various grants from the Tribal Wildlife Pro-
gram as well as BIA that have been awarded. These grants include an in depth look 
�I�R�U���D�O�O���R�I���6�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���5�R�F�N�¶�V���V�P�D�O�O���P�D�P�P�D�O���S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���V�X�U�Y�H�\�V���I�R�U���W�K�H��
federally endangered black footed ferret (Mustela nigripes ) which have been docu-
mented by our biologist back in October of 2012. Another grant is for documenta-
tion of the gray wolf ( Canis lupus) on Standing Rock. There have been some sus-
pected sightings by various accounts including a game and fish game warden. Other 
studies include an elk habitat study in the location the elk thrive on the Reservation. 
All grant work is at a stop until funding is reached to our biologist.  
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General habitat conditions at Unit 41 
 



The Wildlife Society News 

�x�� Report shows steep declines for North American birds 

Popular Articles on the TWS website 

For the latest TWS News Center  
http://wildlife.org/learn/news-center/ 

Check it out... 

�x��SDTWS has a new website ..  

SDTWS is on Facebook!  

Click here  to join the group!    Facebook is a great way to share information, 
post events, to stimulate discussions on environmental issues or other topics of 
interest .   

Contact Chuck Pyle at goosemansd@hotmail.com if you have events, pictures, or 
topics you would like posted to the site.  

 http://wildlife.org/south-dakota-chapter/ 

�x�� Epic wolverine journey ends in North Dakota 

�x�� �7�:�6�·�������5�'���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H 
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   Public Lands Committee Report  
Dennie Mann  

Cheyenne River Area Range Allotment Plan 

 The South Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Socie-
ty (SDTWS) submits comments concerning live-
stock grazing on 6 grazing allotments on the Chey-
enne River area of the Buffalo Gap National 
Grasslands. Our organization has an interest in 
this project and we appreciate the opportunity to 
comment.  The Wildlife Society is an international 
non-profit scientific and educational association 
dedicated to excellence in wildlife stewardship 
through science and education.  The South Dakota 
Chapter achieves this mission in part by evaluating 
the principals involved in proposed public actions 
that affect wildlife and habitats. Our Chapter 
goals and objectives are more clearly outlined 
at:  http://wildlife.org/south-dakota-chapter/ 

 In the Review of your proposed actions: 

1.    Combining Indian Creek and Big Corral allot-
ments:  This could improve rest rotation and allow 
managed grazing with movement to the other pas-
ture when monitoring and evaluation of the pas-
ture dictates movement of livestock. 

2.    Fence along the Cheyenne River:  Good man-
agement practice but difficult to achieve during 
high-water years and flooding.  Keeping bison and 
cattle from repetitive movements to riparian are-
as will require monitoring and maintenance of 
fence to limit impacts to the riparian communi-
ty.  Other metrics in addition to percent utiliza-
tion should be itemized in the monitoring table. 
Utilization of >40% in riparian areas will not allow 
adequate riparian vegetation growth to stabilize 
river banks and improve wildlife habitat 

3.    Dam repair, well placement, pumps and 
tanks:  Water placements are critical and will im-
prove grazing management.  Placement away from 
the riparian areas will limit use on those corridors 
and allow for better grazing utilization on the up-
land areas. 

4.    Herding:  This is an excellent direction to lim-
it overuse but requires increased monitoring and 
knowledge to improve grassland health and its re-

productive potential throughout the grazing sea-
son. 

5.    Prescribed Fire Utilization:  Fire is an appro-
priate management tool in prairie ecosystems and 
when utilized can increase native grass and forb 
production.  Planning is critical to achieve desired 
goals and a one year rest after the burn from 
grazing (except where cool season non-natives 
need to be suppressed) will limit negative impacts 
and improve grassland health and vigor. 

6.    Salt and Minerals:  This is a way to reduce 
impacts along sensitive areas and can be utilized in 
similar ways such as water locations to distribute 
grazing pressure. Salt and minerals must be kept 
far from wet meadows, saturated soils and ripari-
an areas. 

7.    Adaptive Management Grazing:  Priority 
should be given to monitoring to ensure adaptive 
management grazing is effective at meeting range 
condition goals. 

8.    Allotment Management and condition:  We ap-
preciated the enclosed maps but noticed that key 
monitoring areas were not highlighted.  What is 
the desired condition for each allotment? 

9.    Drought.  We are extremely supportive of a 
RMP which includes drought management. Timing 
and grazing pressure are crucial outside of 
drought, but even more important during and fol-
lowing drought.  We encourage that the attached 
drought article by Reece et al. remain in the EA 
and be incorporated into individual operating plans  

With the evaluation of the proposed alternatives 
the South Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
is supporting Alternative 3 (Adaptive Manage-
ment).  Adaptive management has the options to 
address various issues as listed in our above com-
ments.  Alternative 3 will be successful only with 
proper and intense monitoring of the allotments to 
achieve desired ecological conditions for riparian 
areas (with incorporation of additional triggers 
and backing off from >60% use), vegetative struc-
ture, and native species composition. The South 
Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society appreci-
ates the opportunity to provide comments. Please 
continue to send correspondence to our Chapter. 
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SDTWS �³ Standing Committee Chairs * 
Audit �² Mark Norton, 773- 3096  
Awards - Nathan Baker 223-7709  
Conservation Review - Paul Coughlin, 773- 4194  
Education & Information - Laura Hubers, 947- 4521  
Membership �² Chuck Pyle, 353- 5753  
Program �² Nathan Baker 223- 7709  
Nominations and Elections �² Nathan Baker 223- 7709  
Resolutions & Public Statements �² Vacant 

 

SDTWS - Special Committee Chairs *  
 

Arrangements �² Mark Norton, 773-3096 & Tom Kirschenmann, 352- 1874  
Certification �² Troy Grovenburg, 688- 5064  
Chapter History - Corey Huxoll, 773- 4195  
Energy - K C Jensen, 688-4781 & Silka Kempema, 773-2742 
Fee Hunting & Ownership of Wildlife - Andy Lindbloom, 223- 7709  
Fund Raising �² VACANT 
Grassland Issues - Lee Erickson, 347- 4952  
Missouri River Issues �² Nathan Baker, 223- 7709  
Newsletter �² Jennifer Briggs, 256- 2974  
Website - �&�K�D�U�O�H�Q�H���´�&�K�D�U�O�L�H�µ���%�H�V�V�N�H�Q����������- 9445  
Public Lands -, Dennis Mann, 939-8156, Eddie Childers, 433- 5263  
Tribal Fish & Wildlife - Mike Gutzmer, 402- 910 -3533 
Wetlands �² Randy Meidinger, 380- 0380  
Wildlife Diseases - Steve Griffin, 394- 6786  
Wildlife Diversity - Eileen Stukel, 773-4229,  Silka Kempema, 773- 2742  

Workshop �² Travis Runia, 353-8477 & Casey Heimerl, 773- 4345  
 
*Please see the Committees webpage at SDTWS  to find the list of      
Committee members and email contact information. 
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