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A Message Fromth e President
Nathan Baker

With spring now upon us and summer fast approaching, it seems like this is

one of the busiest times of the year for wildlife professionals. However, this is
also one of the most enjoyable times, as this is when a significant portion of our
fieldwork occurs, i.e. conducting bird surveys, neotropical bird banding, pre-
scribed burns, vegetation sampling, planting habitat and food plots, capturing
fawns, and the list goes on. As everyone seems to become busier and busier each
year, | encourage you to take time this summer to step back and look at every-
thing that you have accomplished and know that it does matter. As Shane Ma-
honey and The Wildlife Society President, Gary Potts mentioned in their ad-
dresses at our 50th Annual Meeting, Wildlife Conservation Does Matter, and we
are Wildlife Professionals that have devoted ourselves to wildlife conservation.
President Potts reiterated that The Wildlife Society is our professional organi-

has challenged each Chapter and Section to increase their Wildlife Society
Membership numbers at the National Level. At last check, we are 178 members
strong, and have 40 South Dakota Chapter Members that are also National
Members of The Wildlife Society. If you are not a cur-
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consider it, as well as to consider becoming certified as
an Associate or Certified Wildlife Biologist through The

Our 50th Annual Meeting celebration went really
well, with 152 registered attendees, and | want to thank everyone for pulling to-
gether to make that meeting what it was. Secretary/Treasurer, Julie DeJong
put together a financial summary of the 2016 Annual Meeting for the SDTWS
Executive Board at our last meeting on April 14th. Some additional expenses
were incurred for the annual meeting, but we also had additional sponsorships

IDWLRQ DQG HPSKDVL]J]HG WKDW ":H DUH 7KH :LOGO|LIH



this year, as well as the increase in registration fee. All- in-all, we ended up
needing to dip into our saving for $2,410.72 to cover meeting expenses. At this
time last year the board reviewed our budget and planned to utilize some of our
saving to put on a few extras at the 50th annual meeting, and in the end we
came out well. We are now looking forward to planning our 51st Annual Meeting
and have secured the meeting location again at Cedar Shore Resort in Oacoma.
Meeting dates are February 27th  2March 1st, 2017. President-elect Josh Staf-
ford will be taking the lead on lining up our agenda, and if you have any specific
topics or presentations that you or someone you know would like to give, please
GRQ-W KHVLWDWH WR SDVV WKRVH DORQJ WR -RVK
myself at any time. We are also planning to have another photo contest at the
annual meeting, so have your camera ready while in the field this year. It was
really nice to see all the photos that were submitted at the annual meeting.

Finally, as habitat loss and degradation is a real and ev-
er increasing issue here in South Dakota, the board dis-
cussed making a monetary donation to the newly created
South Dakota Habitat Conservation Fund, as this fund pro-

vides a permanent funding source for habitat work in South
Dakota, and was a result of one of the recommendations from Governor Dau-
JDDUG:V +DELWDW 6XPPLW 7ZR RI WKH 6'7:6 2E
and promote sound stewardship of wildlife resources and of the environment up-

RQ ZKLFK ZLOGOLIH DQG KXPDQV GHSHQGu DQG 'W(lR X (

venting human- LQGXFHG HQYLURQPHQWDO GHJUDGDWLR
direct on-the-ground conservation to restore and enhance wildlife habitat, the

board felt that we could support this fund and the associated habitat projects

with a monetary donation of $1,000. For more information about the South Da-

kota Habitat Conservation Fund and the projects funded thus far please visit:
http://habitat.sd.gov/resources/habitatconservationfund.aspx
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Nathan Baker, President 2South Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society

MR

MHF

VR

R X'W




nu al Me eting
nir al Mountains an d Plain s
Sectiono fTWS

The 2016 Annual Meeting for the CMPS will be in Steamboat
Springs, CO from August 8-11, 2016. Join us!

For more details and registration click here
+LJKOLJKWY RI WKLV \HDU:-V FRQIHUHQFH ZLGQ
x R for Wildlife Biologists and Conservation Detection Dog workshops

x Plenary speakers on the contemporary challenges of forest and wild-
life management

x Contributed papers and posters, and a new session of Ignite Talks

x J)RXU IXQ ILHOG WULSV H[SORULQJ 6WHDPER

"6HHLQJ WKH ZLOGOLIH WKURXJK WHKHH
FRQVHUYDWLRQ RI IRUHVWYV D|QG

O L

DW


http://wildlife.org/colorado/CMPS-meeting/

thls year. The Executive .
committee has once again de-

cided to host a photo contest for the 2017
DQQAQXDO PHHWLQJ 'H QHHG
they can be submitted anytime during the
year.

Entry fee:  $5 per photo 3 no limit on number
of entries
Size: 8x10 attached to 10x12 black
cardboard / foam board mat

X Photos can be submitted prior to the meeting to any board
member or can be brought to the annual meeting

X Winner will be chosen by popular vote at 2017 Annual Meeting &
receive 50% of the entry fees.

X The winning photo will be displayed on the SDTWS website and
will be made into a canvas to be auctioned off at 2018 annual
meeting.




2016 Annual Meeting Highlights

Shane Mahoney was our
keynote speaker and gave
an engaging address titled
"&ROVHUYDWLRAQ
during our awards banguet.
The YouTube video can be
viewed here .
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GxquyhaKjqg&feature=youtu.be
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2016 TWS Awards
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The South Dakota Chapter of
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Gary Potts

presentation of
the SDTWS 50th

Anniversary
Certificate




6287+ '$.27$ &+$37(5 2) 7+( :,/'1,)( 62&,(7<
$QQXDO %XVLQHVWDHAKNLQJ: &HGDU 6KRUH 5HVRUW

2DFF

&DOO WR RUGHU + 3UHVLGHQW -RKQ .DQWD 5HFRJQLWIU\RRURIDD T

3DXO &RXJKOLQ
OLOXWHY IURP $O0QXDO OHHWLQJ * -XOLH "H-RQJ

'LVFXVVLRQ RQ XQFOHDU ZRUGLQJ DW WKH YHU\ HQGI ®IQWKH
QXDO PHHWLQJ PLOQXWHYV IURP ZLOO EH DPHQ®GHWKWID VK PV W

IRU RXU ZHEVLWH UDWKHU WKDQ D SULYDWH FRQWUDFWRU
%DNHU 6HFRQG $OH[ 6ROHP

0RW

$QQOXDO 7UHDVXUHUYV 5HSRUW = -XOLH 'H-RQJ FRWIGR QHMR( [DISFSN

206G %XVLQHVV
6WDQGLQJ &RPPLWWHH 5HSRUWYV
1RPLQDWLRQV DQG (OHFWLRQV + 1DWKDQ %DNHU

&RPPHQWY IURP WKH &DQGLGDWHV SRBVICGGH QWFN -0FDVKN OW B

&DVWLQJ RI WKH %DOORWVDS$SSORWHGCGOBUNURWWHQWKD
7TKUHH QRPLQDWLRQV ZHUH UHFHLYHG IRU WKH :LOGOR QHRPU

10 %
RIHV

WLRQV ZHUH UHFHLYHG IRU WKH &LWL]JHQV $ZDUG :H DOMVRVNURIFH

WKH \HDU DZDUG 7KH 3K' VWXGHQW DZDUG LV RIITHUHG WXH

\ RV

\HDU $ZDUGV ZLOO EH SUHVHQWHG WRQLJKW GX RLSGIQ WSKIHH A D W

DZDUG SODTXHV ZHUH DJDLQ SURFXUHG DV ZDV RQH IRU RX
&RQVHUYDWLRQ 5HYLHZ * 3DXO &RXJKOLQ

U RX

$V RXWOLQHG LQ WKH &KDSWHU %\ODzZV WKH &RQVHUYDWLHQ 5F

OHJLVODWLYH SURSRVDOV DQG 1(3%$ UHODWHG GRFXOEHLQMW YLRD \
6RXWK 'DNRWD WKHQ PDNLQJ UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV WR WIQHENHFX
WKH %RDUG RU &KDSWHU

$FWLYLYLHYV QR VSHFLILF LVVXHV ZHUH EURXJKW WR WKH &R
IRU LWV FRQVLGHUDWLRQ
&RQVHUYDWLRQ $IIDLUV 1HWZRUN

,Q -XQH WKH &KDSWHUTV ([HFEXWLYH %RDUG WDVNRMGRWK|

VHUYH DV WKH &¢KDSWHUYVY UHSUHVHQWDWLYH WR WKH QHZQ\ IR

7KH &$IODXQFKHG LQ HDUO\ XQGHU-WHKH YOHRH\D @/HRUN & 0 B JRI
E\ §&KDSWHUV 6HFWLRQV DQG WKH SDUHQW &KDSW HKHLQDANL

Y QG
JORQ™

UHJLRQDO DQG ORFDO OHYHOV 7KH &%$1 LV D YHQXH IRUG@WUHD
FRRSHUDWLRQ RQ SROLF\ PDWWHUVY LPSRUWDQW WR ZLOGOUYIH S

7KH RYHUDOO 1HWZRUN RSHUDWHY WKURXJK &RQVHUYD
6HFWLRQ DQG &KDSWHU 7KHVH &KDSWHU DQG 6HFWLR@ 6
GUHVVLQJ SROLF\ SULRULWLHYV ZLWKLQ WKHLU VWDWH RHGWY
ZLWK RWKHU &$%$&V DQG 7:6 VWDII YLD WKH 1HWZRUN 7KLV D

LR
LW
1JLR
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LQ WKHLU SROLF\ DFWLYLWLHVY OHQGLQJ H[SHULHQFH DEHF H[SH

WLRQ HITRUWV 6'7:6V &4RQVHUYDWLRQ 5HYLHZ &RPPLWWHH
UROH RI FRPPXQLFDWLQJ 3XS™ WR WKH &036 &%& DV ZHOO D

IXQF
I X G

IURP WKH &036 &%& WR WKH 6'7:6 ([HFXWLYH %RDUG DQG &KIDSWHE




$FWLYLWLHY DQG &RPPLWWHH 3ULRULWLHV

:KLOH WKH &¢RPPLWWHH FRQWLQXHV WR PRQLWRU D YOCSWALHHUM\ L V)
PHPEHUVKLS DUH HQFRXUDJHG WR HQJDJH DQG XWLOL]H WKJH &R
OHJLVODWLYH SROLF\ DQG HQYLURQPHQWDO LVWYXHWDHBHHMINWY
WDNH IXOO DGYDQWDJH RI UHVRXUFHY DYDLODEGHNVKURXJK WK

(GXFDWLRQ DQG ,QIRUPDWLRQ + /DXUD +XEHUYV
1RWKLQJ WR UHSRUW DW WKLV WLPH
OHPEHUVKLS + &KXFN 3\0OH
$QQXDO PHPEHUVKLSFFRPSOLVKPHQWYV
6'7:6 %RDUG DSSURYHG VHWWLQJ XS HOHFWURQLF PH\PEHW\'/{$S

HOHFWURQLF SD\PHQW V\VWHP ZLWK 3D\3DO DQG LV RQXO% U WX
DQG DQQXDO PHHWLQJ DWWHQGDQFH ZHQW R XWWKR' BN&R \}DVEKHDX
6XSHUYLVRU 'HQYHU &2 )HEUXDU\ OHPEHUV VLIJXHG XS
6'7:6 )DFHERRN *URXS 6LWH )HEB®BIDWVH VHQG LQIRUPDWLRP WR
HPDLO JRRVHPDQVG#KRWPDLO FRP IRU LOQIRUPDWLR®WR @HR SF
PDWLRQ OLQNV HWF | RWKHU PHPEHUV WKLQN RI SHRWWKE® H
SOHDVH IHHO IUHH WR SDVV LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WR 6'7:6 %RDUG

3URJUDP + 1DWKDQ %DNHU
5HSRUW SUHVHQWHG FRQFHUQLQJ DUUDQJHPHQWYV IRU WKH|suUR
SHVROXWLRQV DQG 3XEOLF 6WDWHPHQWY + 9DFDQW
$UUDQJHPHQWY + ODUN 1RUWRQ
5HSRUW SUHVHQWHG FRQFHUQLQJ DUUDQJHPHQWYV IRU WKH|PHH
&HUWLILFDWLRQ + 7UR\ *URYHQEXUJ
1RWKLQJ WR UHSRUW DW WKLV WLPH
&KDSWHU +LVWRU\ + &RUH\ +X[ROO
1RWKLQJ WR UHSRUW DW WKLV WLPH
(QHUJ\ +.& -HQVHQ DQG 6LOND .HPSHPD
1RWKLQJ WR UHSRUW DW WKLV WLPH
JHH +XQWLQJ DQG 2ZQHUVKLS RI :LOGOLIH + $QG\ /LQGEOJRRP
1R UHSRUW
)XQGUDLVLQJ + 9DFDQW
*UDVVODQG ,VVXHV +/HH (ULFNVRQ
$V LQ WKH SDVW \HDUV PDQ\ RI WKH WKUHDWV WR 6RX\A/\/\K\1$LRW

ZH ZHUH DVNHG WR JHQHUDWH D OLVW RI WKUHH RI WKIHVW VLV
KDYH UHPDLQHG WKH VDPH IRU , Q PXOWLSOH BIUOBXWDY
QRQH KDYH SDVVHG :H DUH VWLOO PRQLWRULQJ WKH OHJLYODW

I1DWLYH *UDVVODQG &4RQYHUVLRQ 7D[DWLRQ *+ SURPRWH@JFRIQY}
SHUSHWXDO (DVHPHQWY ODQDJHPHQW RI &53 + &XUUGWWIOU p¥KH
IURP RFFXUULQJ DW RSWLPXP WLPHVY EHFDXVH RI RYHUODS RI QI




OLVVRXUL 5LYHU ,VVXHV +* 1DWKDQ %DNHU
IRWKLQJ WR UHSRUW DW WKLV WLPH

1HZVOHWWHU + -HQQLIHU %ULJJV
I1RWKLQJ WR UHSRUW DW WKLV WLPH

3XEOLF /DQGV + '"HQQLH 0DQQ 7RP /H)DLYH (GGLH &KLQIGHU

'HDGPDQ 7UDLO $GGLWLRQPLOG \6 \RKRMRRW L$HG WUDLO H[SDQNLR
'DYHQSRUW FDYH 7UDLOV ZRXOG EH XVHG E\ PRXQWDLQ ELJNHV

‘HVW +HOO 5HIRUHNVEBWLRYQHEW K LD GYIRWHHGF WHIPD X0 RI WKH LP S
KDYH RQ WKH ELJKRUQ VKHHS FXUUHQWO\ LQKDBLWL\QN WHGIP+ 5K
HVWDWLRQ (DVW 7KH (ON ORXQWDLQ 5HIRUHVWDWLRQ SU
‘H KRSH D VLPLODU UHVROXWLRQ FDQ EH PDGH |RA}* 1H WWR +
U\ DYDLODEOH GLUHFWLYH DQG ODZ WR DYRLG LUUH@ WU
VKHHS LQ +HOO &DQ\RQ

WHUQDWLYHV WKH 6RXWK 'DNRWD &KDSWHU RI 7KH :LOGOLI
ODQDJHPHQW $GDSWLYH PDQDJHPHQW KDV W K HDR/SGVML\RDHN
DERYH FRPPHQWY $OWHUQDWLYH ZLOO EH VXFFHVVIX®&HRPO\ :
DOORWPHQWY WR DFKLHYH GHVLUHG HFRORJLFDO FRQGLWLROQV
WLRQDO WULJJHUV DQG EDFNLQJ RII IURP ! XVH YHJHRWO\VLYF
WLRQ

O\WWLF 5DQJHU 'LVWURRWPHI@WY ZHUH PRVWO\ DJUHHDEOH WR W
DIJHPHQW SODQ EXW SURSRVHG FKDQJHV WR LQFORBH HHKDFOGX
KXQWLQJ VHDVRQV

6SRUWVPDQYTV -RXWK 'DNRWD KDV D ULFK KLVWRU\ Rl KXQWLQJ
UHVLGHQWUMNYGGHRIDN VSRUWVPHQ DQG ZRPHQ $FFHVV WR $XEC
IRU $PHULFD V VSRUWVPHQ DQG ZRPHQ 7KH 6SRUWVPHQ V 4FW |
PHDVXUHV WR HQKDQFH RSSRUWXQLWLHV IRU KX QMKXIAL DIV HUL
WKRUL]JH NH\ FRQVHUYDWLRQ SURJUDPV LPSURYH DHFRNMWG RIRUSL
UHDWLRQ HFRQRP\

7ULEDO )LVK :LOGOLFIHODIHRQH 0DQQ
+DYHQYW EHHQ DEOH WR UHDFK 'LDQH + GR ZH QHHG D QHZ FKDI
"HWODQEDQE\ OHLGLQJIHU
5HSRUW SUHVHQWHG E\ 6BWHYH +XEHU 5HSRUW SUHSDUHG Ep 5D

,Q -XQH RI WKH ZHWODQG FRPPLWWHH FRQVLGHUHGWR U DXH
WHU HQFRXUDJLQJ 6WDWH 5HSUHVHQWDWLYH .ULVWI&SREHHR R
-VSRQVRULQJ + 5 7KLV ELOO ZDV LQWHQG HSSUWRUH DVWHEHE® WV |
FDWLRQ WR FDUU\ RXW DSSURYHG ZHWODQGV FRQVHUWIDW
&RQVHUYDWLRQ $FW WKURXJK ILVFDO \HDU , W Z BAH i WFIRPW |
6' &KDSWHU VLIQ RQ WR WKLV OHWWHU 7KLV ELOO KBIVEBAYHQW
6HQDWH DQG VLIJQHG LQWR ODZ E\ WKH 3UHVLGHQW

,Q -XQH RI WKH ZHWODQG FREPIWWHWWHYLHZGWDDLQLQJJFRP
JHVWHG FKDQJHV WR WKH GUDIW DJULFXOWXUDO HAKBWE D/QIGHIPA_RAX
‘DNRWD )DUP %XUHDX 7KLV PLWLJDWLRQ EDQN SURMH,RMW W
*UDQW DZDUGHG E\ WKH 15&6 7KH OHWWHU LQGLFDWHRG W KH G- X




WR DGRSW WKH IROORZLQJ VXJIJHVWHG LPSRUWDQW \F QRQJ BV V D«
KHUH

,PSURYH WUDQVSDUHQF\ RQ KRZ WKH ILQDO IUDPHZRUN
PDWHO\ LPSOHPHQWHG

(QVXUH 15&6 GRHVY QRW DXWRPDWLFDOO\ DGRSW IUPpPHZ
PHQWY DQG H[WHUQDO UHYLHZ IURP RWKHU VWDNHKROGHU

$OORZ PLWLIJDWLRQ EDQN ORFDWLRQV WR EHFRPH 9XEO

$GRSW D EURDGHU DQG PRUH GLYHUVH OLVW RI SRYHQW
3DQHO WR UHSUHVHQW D ZLGHU DUUD\ RI VWDNHKROGHUYV DIQG V

OLWLIJDWLRQ EDQNV PXVW DYRLG FRQVROLGDWLRQ RI PX
JDWHG IRU DV RQH ODUJH ZHWODQG $OVR WKH *HRJUBBWLJF 6H
ObQGYV VKRXOG EH OLPLWHG WR WKH VDPH 86*6 ZDWHUVE&HE\ER X
ORVW

"HWODQG PLWLIJDWLRQ VKRXOG LQYROYH UHVWRUDWLRQ
IXQFWLRQ WR WKH FRQYHUWHG ZHWODQGV ZLWK UBLIBWDRHHAHQW

SUHYLRXVO\ UHVWRUHG RU SUHVHUYHG ZHWODQGV PXVW
ZHWODQG FUHDWLRQ SURMHFWY VKRXOG EH OLPLWHG RU LQ@HOL,

SHGXFH WKH SHUFHQW RI FUHGLWY DYDLODEOH IRUJLQL\
LFDO SHUIRUPDQFH VWDQGDUGV RI WR VW HRU HMGK AHWOWLEG® W HIGR W F
IRU DSSURYHG PLWLIJDWLRQ EDQNYV

$W D PLQLPXP DOO PLWLIJDWLRQ EDQN VLWHV VKRXOG E
HFRORJLFDO REMHFWLYHY DUH PHW

$SSURYHG PLWLIJDWLRQ EDQNV PXVW PHHW KLIJKHFRORJ
VWDQGDUGYV RXWOLQHG LQ WKH OLWLIJDWLRQ %DQN ,QVWUXPHQYV

%DQN VSRQVRUV VKRXOG EH UHTXLUHG WR SURYLGH 86"
WLRQ EDQN ODQGYVY DQG WKHVH HDVHPHQWY VKRXOG EH SHYPSHW

,W ZzDV UHFRPPHQGHG E\ WKH FRPPLWWHH WKDW WKH 6'PY&KD
FRQVHUYDWLRQ JURXSVY WKDW KDG DOUHDG\ GRQNR/R RU LQPGLF

:LOGOLIH 'LVHDVHV = 6WHYH *ULIILQ

&KURQLF :DVWLQJ 'LYHRRHX®@\' WR )HEUXDU\ D WRWDC

HON PXOH GHHUWDQ®HGZ&EHWH ZHUH FROOHFWHG IURH VRX
QRUWKHDVWHUQ 6RXWK 'DNRWD DQG WKH %ODFN +LOMORI BIR XYV
VXOWYV DUH LQ H[FHSW IRU SHQGLQJ UHVXOWYV DQG ZH KDYH IR
ZKELWBLOHG GHHU DQG &:' SRVLWLYH PXOH GHHU 6L QHHH NV W
GRFXPHQWHG FDVHV RI &:' HON DQG GHHU LQG HDQ
IDWLRQDO 3DUN DFFRXQWYV IRU RI WKHVH DQLPDOV RKQ® DQ
WKLUWHHQ HON DQG RQH GHHU $ WRWDO@RWHVWHGOR UWs B H W/ D(

‘H DUH FROOHFWLQJ DOO YROXQWDU\ KXQWHU KDUYHNVW®
VDPSOH GHHU KHDGV IURP &:'" XQLWYV WKDW DUH VXEPLWWHREWR
WLQXH WR WHVW DQ\ VXVSHFW DQLPDOV IURP DFURVV WKH YWDV

+HPRUUKDJLF 'LVHDVH 7KH 6WDWH RI 6RXWK 'DNIRFF\RQ W[5




WDLOHG GHHU ZDV FRQILUPHG ZLWK WKH (+' YLUXV[SRWKHQ FBIUD
VLIQLILFRQWIGEHHU GXULQJ DOWKRXJKWOQID IS \AMHWY kv’ &
LQ 3HQQLQJWRQ &RXQW\ 2YHUDOO WKHUH ZHUH D WRRND|R |
'DNRWD LQ 5HJLRQ UHSRUWHG D WRWDO RI GHD G U
5HJLRQ UHSRUWHG D WRWDO RI GHDG GHHU LQ FRXQM BV
DQG 5HJLRQ UHSRUWHG QR VXVSHFWHG (+' LQ 7 KZHL R V
(+' IURP 3HQQLQJWRQ &RXQW\ DQG 6X00\ &RXQW\ Z¥ WK ARRH VWP
FRPPRQ VHURW\SH RI WKH (+' YLUXV HKGY

'‘XH WR WKH ODUJH QXPEGKMGRGAKUWHKDW ZHUH EHLQJ ORWW W
&RXQW\ WKH 6RXWK 'DNRWD '"HSDUWPHQW RI *DPH )LWKZIORJG 3L
SUHYLRXVO\ UHFHLYHG D OLFHQVH IRU ZHVWHUQ 6X0O0\ &RXR W\
/ILFHQVH UHWXUQV LQFOXGHG D WRWDO RI OLFHQVHYV DJ

3QHXPRQLD LQ %LJKRYQ BYHHRINLQI RQ UHVHDUFK LQYHVWLJI
SQHXPRQLD LQ RXU ELJKRUQ VKHHS KHUGV LQ &XVWHU 6@ DWH 3
&LW\ 7KLV UHVHDUFK ZLOO ORRN DW ELJKRUQ VKHHS MHBRWH
5HVHDUFK VWDUWHG ODVW VXPPHU DQG LV UHDOO\ JHWWL®J V\
FDSWXUH Rl ELJKRBQODRUQUDIBQE GLVHDVH WHVWLQJ WKLV [ZzLQ\

2WKHWVHDVHV WKDW ZH DUH DZDUH RI DQG PRQLWRULQJ JRU
VIQGURPH LQ EDWV SODJXH LQ SUDLULH GRJV UDE LKDW DGI§ X2
IDFHG LQ ZDV DYLDQ LQIOXHQ]D DQG DQ XSGOWHKEZD W BRRW E
RI WKLY PRQLWRULQJ LV GRQH WKURXJK WKH 6RXVER ODWRWH WE
ZRUN ZLWK WKH $QLPDO ,QGXVWU\ %RDUG RQ RWKHU GLVHDJVH L

'LOGOLIH "'L¥ BUMVWOQWHG E\ (LOHHQ 'RZG 6WXNHO DQG 6LJOND
&RPPLWWHH OHPEHUV &DVH\ +HLPHUO /DXUD +XEHUV RP [/

6RXWK 'DNRWD :LOGOLIH $FWLRQ 30DQ UHYLVLRQ ,QXHanpouo
6RXWK 'DNRWD *DPH )LVK DQG 3DUNV 6'*)3 FRPSOHWHG MQUH YL
LV DYDLODEOH RQ WKH *)3 ZHEVLWH DORQJ ZLWK ZGGGWLR{ XD
WDWV FRQVHUYDWLRQ FKDOOHQJHV DQG VROXWLRB®\DWHJIDYG DA
DO :LOGOLIH *UDQWYV ZKLOH ZRUNLQJ RQ PRUH SHUPDQHQW [ixQc«

%OXH S5LEERQ 3DQHO 7KH %OXH 5LEERQ 3DQHO RQ 6 XVWBDYIPIL C
5HVRXUFHV FRQWLQXHG PHHWLQJ GXULQJ WKHWBV® IVHDWL X LK
OLIH LV OBKGDRHWU&R-RKQ ORUULV RI %DVV 3UR 6KRSV DQG IRUPHU
JUHXGHQWKDO $FFRUGLQJ WR WKH $VVRFLDWLRQ RI PDIOMHKODRW V.
ZLOO ZRUN WRIJHWKHU RYHU WKH FRXUVH RI D \HDU WR SUWRRILXFK}
RSWLRQV RQ WKH PRVW VXVWDLQDEOH DQG HTXLMDBOMHURPBE IRO |
DQG ZLOGOLIH VSHFLHV ~

%»DOG (DJOH $ZDUHQHVYV 'D\V 2XU FKDSWHU FRQWLQXHV HWV \
HYHQW ZDV KHOG LQ ODWH )HEUXDU\ ZLWK WERHR®$®WND DKPIXIGY
IHDWXUHG SUHVHQWDWLRQV LQ 6LRX[ )DOOV DQG 3LHUUH Z4LWK
RI SUH\ EURXJKW E\ HGXFDWRUV IURP 7KH 5DSWRU &HQWDH UIUKERI
HYHQW WRRN SODFH IURP )HEUXDU\ + D J B)L3Q2 MH/DGWRARYL Q J
&DPSXV (DVW LQ 6LRX[ )DOOV VFKRRO SURJUDPV LQ 30DQNYQWI
HU 8HQWUH LQ 3LHUUH 7KH 6'*)3 2XWGRRU &DPSXV :HVW LQ 5D S
FDOOHG D 5DSWRU 2SHQ +RXVH GXULQJ %DOG (DJOH $ZDUH@®HV\

6'*)3 VWDWXV UHYLHZV RI VWDWH OLVWHG VSHFLHV 6'*)3[LOC
EHHQ H[DPLQLQJ WKH VWDWXV RI VSHFLHY OLVWH® WX W WHWLH{ XA
FOXGHV D VXPPDU\ RI ZKDW LV NQRZQ DERXW D VSHFLHW U OH\




DQG D UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ DV WR ZKHWKHU WKH VSHFDAW LMKXHXOG
PDWLRQ LV DYDLODEOH D UHYLHZ DOVR LQFOXGHV UHFIRPHHRGHW
ZLOO DGG DFFRXQWDELOLW\ WR WKH SURFHVV RI GHOHYWHDY DI
VRRQ EH VKDUHG ZLWK :LOGOLIH 'LYLVLRQ VWDII DIBEWK DRIRP RER
UHYLHZ GXULQJ

SHFHQW IHGHUDO OLVWLQJ DFWLYLWLHYVY SHUWDLQLQJ WR 6RXWK

t *UHDWHWBRINH )ROORZLQJ D VWDWXV UHYLHZ WKH 8 )LV
DQQRXQFHG LQ 6HSWHPEHU WKDW OLVWLQJ R6SMIFLWW SARLED
QRW ZDUUDQWHG 7KH ):6VFDWHGFRQQBW¥DWHRQ HIIRUWYV DFPRV\
WLILFDWLRQ IRU WKLV GHFLVLRQ ZKLFK PHDQV WKLV VSHFLHV L

t QRUWKHUWOQWRDEDW 7KLV VSHFLHV ZDV OLVWHG DV D IHGHU

GXH WR WKH LP-SIRWH RNQEUWPH LQ HDVWHUQ 1RUWK HBPUHRG FL
EDW OLNHO\ RFFXUV WKURXJK PXFK Rl 6RXWK 'DNRWD ZLWK|NQR
LQ WKH %ODFN +LOOV 7KLV EDW KLEHUQDWHY LQ FDYHWIRQE PL
XQGHU ORRVH WUHH EDUN 7KH ):6 UHFHQWO\ UHOHDVHG D ILQDC
RSWLRQ IRU IHGHUDO WKUHDWHQHG VSHFLHV WKDWYKHWRMY $BVR
LPSDFW RQ WKUHDWYV 7KH UXOH RIIHUV PRUH IOH[LELOLW\ IRU D
WKUHDWYV $W WKL) BRHE QWQ GUKRP BKIIRQH RQO\ LQFOXGHV H[WUHP
NRWD 7KLV GLVHDVH DQG WKH IXQJXV WKDW F D XQHW KLV VRADD M HQ

1 PRQDUFK 7KH ):6 FRQWLQXHV WR UHYLHZ WKH VWDWXV RI W
LQJ LV ZDUUDQWHG &RQFHUQ DERXW PRQDUFKVY DQG SROORRRDW
VLV DPRQJ FRQVHUYDWLRQ RUJDQL]DWLRQV ODQGRZ2QM SV G D
WLRQ RI )LVK DQG :LOGOLIH $JHQFLHV KRVWHG D ORQDWFKRZRQV
LQ 2FWREHU 0DQ\ VWDWHY KDYH KRVWHG RU SODQ WRPKRVW
SURYH FRRUGLQDWLRQ DPRQJ SDUWQHUV LQFOXGLQJ FRRRJWPH
SODQV
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ODOH JHPDOH DUH VWXGHQWYV IURP &036 DQG R®QVO
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7KHUH LV D QHHG IRU QHZ OHDGHUV LQ WKH RUJDQL]DWLRQ IDQG



http://gfp.sd.gov/hunting/docs/prairiedogmappingreport.pdf
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WKH VWXGHQWY LQYROYHG ZLWK WKH SXEOLF DQG RXWERRY DF\
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LQJY LQFUHDVH YROXQWHHU FODVVHYVY DW WKH 2XWGRRU $@YHQ
2XWVLGH SURJUDP DQG 1%$63 1DWLRQDO $UFKHU\ LQ WKH 6FKRR
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FRQIHUHQFH QH[W \HDU $V IRU SHRSOH RQ FRP P LWSWHHW
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Game and Fish Department 3 Spring Newsletter

Wildlife Commission ap-
proves hunting season rec-
ommendations for 2016.

Tribal biologist and staff prepared
and met with the Wildlife Commis-
sion Meeting on February 24w and
all recommendations were generally agreed to and passed. There may be a need to
have another briefing or meeting with the asst. chairman and we will be prepared to
do so. All grant work is on hold until payment in early April.

Tribal biologist and staff have decided to help create awareness & educational oppor-
tunities within the tribe and have come up with an idea called the SRST Game & Fish
Department newsletter. We will draft Winter-Spring 2016, Volume No. 1. for your re-
view. It will contain survey results and talk about why we do them. Photos and spe-
cial interest stories will also be included.

Numerous recommendations have been compiled regarding habitat improvements
across the reservation. It appears the wildlife commission has much interest in this
and will wait when the Director says the word to start. In the mean time we are gath-
ering information for the plan as it will take the rest of this year to complete.

Reasons for biologist and surveys

New Century Environmental uses the best and most up to date survey techniques to
determine the status of game species population on the Reservation. Over time, our
biologist will compare each year using trending data. State information is also gath-
ered and analyzed by our biologist to gain the best understanding on what is happen-
ing to the game species population on and around the Reservation. The whole goal off
the biologist is to sustain the population of game species for future generations, so

WKH\ WRR FDQ HQMR\ WKH 5 HVHUYDWLRQTV QDWXUpPO L

ating habitat improvement areas which will increase the trophy size of our animals.
6WDQGLQJ 5RFNYV 5HVHUYDWLRQ LV ORFDWHG LQ O
deer, our biologist wants to ensure these trophy bucks keep thriving around the Res-
ervation from year to year

QD



2015/2016 spotlight surveys

Three spotlight surveys were conducted thus far on Standing Rock to correlate and
compare deer population estimates from previous years. The Wakpala route was con-
ducted two different times, once during the pre-rifle season on the 14 of October
then again during the post-rifle season on the 1#» of January. Another post-rifle spot-
light survey was conducted on the Walker Bottom route on the 19n of January. The
UDZ GDWD FRPSDULQJ WKH TV YV WKH 1V EDW
WKHUH ZHUH PRUH QXPEHUYV VHHQ GXULQJ WKLV \HpU T\
surveys. We had a new high record of deer recorded during the pre-rifle spotllght sur-

vey with 6.05 deer seen per mile. : -

Ground Counts

An additional survey technique was add-
ed in 2013 and it will take several years
before we can build a reliable trending
database. This survey provides additional =
data not gathered from aerial surveys.
The table below shows ground counts to
WKLV \HDUTYV

Dusk Surveys

In the effort to get the most accurate count of deer and other wildlife on the reserva-
tion, a new technique was added this fall/winter 2014-2015. These new surveys will
be conducted at dusk; during the dusk hours, deer and other wildlife such as coyotes,
raccoons, porcupine, etc. are more likely to be seen. Or dusk surveys reveal a more
accurate count on wildlife, deer in particular. This technique provides a more cost ef-
fective way of surveying wildlife.

Aerial 2016 biological/survey data:

We conducted 1 aerial flight throughout the Southwest portion of the reservation and
along the Grand River Corridor, these areas we believe to be the most represented ar
ea of big game species. A total of 6.55 hours of surveying flight time was recorded.
The overall winter aerial surveys indicate dramatic increasing numbers in white tail
DQG PXOH GHHU DQWHORSH VKRZHG IHZHU QXPEHY WK
deer to mule deer ratio appears to be 75:25. This is a desirable ratio between the two
species of deer. The rise in big game species will bring good recruitment for fawns in
WKH FRPLQJ \HDUV 7KH WDEOH EHORZ FRPSDUHV OJDVW
UHJLRQ WR WKLV \HDUTYV FRXQWYV




Habitat Management plan Improvements

x Develop a habitat improvement plan for the entire Reservation to enhance the
7TULEHYY QDWXUDO UHVRXUFHV WKDW WKULYH ZLWKL

x Installing food plots and mineral blocks wherever agriculture is scarce to provide
additional nutrition to deer and other wildlife which would increase carry capaci-
ty and size/quality of deer. Locations will be selected upon approval of recom-
mendation.

x Sampling the biomass in areas of high concentration of deer to figure available
nutrition the deer have to forage on. Obtaining trending data on biomass produc-
tion on a year to year basis will give a good indication on amount of nutrition
available to the deer population. Designated locations will be chosen upon ap-
proval of this project.

x Implement prescribe burns on designated areas to promote healthy growth of na-
tive grasses and forbs the deer use to feed and cover from native elements such q4s
predation and exposure. Members of NCE staff are certified and will oversee the
prescribe burns at the designated locations chosen upon approval of this action.

x Close a section of the Reservation for a minimum of 1 year, preferably 2 years to
implement a trophy sized deer management area. Location will be formulated
based on approval, possible revenue booster to raffle off permits within the area.

Awarded grants for Standing Rock

Our biologist has successfully written various grants from the Tribal Wildlife Pro-
gram as well as BIA that have been awarded. These grants include an in depth look
IRU DOO RI 6WDQGLQJ 5RFNYV VPDOO PDPPDO SRSXYODYV
federally endangered black footed ferret (Mustela nigripes ) which have been docu-
mented by our biologist back in October of 2012. Another grant is for documenta-
tion of the gray wolf (Canis lupus) on Standing Rock. There have been some sus-
pected sightings by various accounts including a game and fish game warden. Other
studies include an elk habitat study in the location the elk thrive on the Reservation.
All grant work is at a stop until funding is reached to our biologist.
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General habitat conditions at Unit 41




Check It out...

x SDTWS has a new website
Ihttp://wildlife.org/south-dakota-chapter/

SDTWS is on Facebook!

Click here to join the group! Facebook is a great way to share information,
post events, to stimulate discussions on environmental issues or other topics of
interest .

Contact Chuck Pyle at goosemansd@hotmail.com if you have events, pictures, or
topics you would like posted to the site.

Popular Articles on the TWS website

x Report shows steep declines for North American birds

x Epic wolverine journey ends in North Dakota

x 7°6- 5' $00XDO &RQIHUHQFH

For the latest TWS News Center

http://wildlife.org/learn/news-center/




([HFXWLYH %RDUG OHHWLQJ

$SULO WK
2Q WKH FDOO

SUHVLGHQW 1DWKDQ %DNHU 3UHVLGHQW HOHFW |-RV
WD 6HFUHWDU\ 7UHDVXUHU -XOLH 'H-RQJ %RDUG]|PHF

6HFUHWDU\ 7TUHDVXUHUTVY 5HSRUW

SURYH $OH[ 6ROHP 6HFRQG -RVK 6WDIIRUG $00 LQ |

x $SSURYDO RI WUHDVXUHUVY UHSRUW 6TXDUH DQ¢ SD
UHPRYHG DXWRPDWLFDOO\ IURP WKH DPRXQW EHIHUH
IROORZV WKH EDQN VWDWHPHQWY RQO\ 7KH\ DUH VKR
JLODQFLDOV GRFXPHQW -XOLH ZLOO SXW LQ 6TXDYH L
DQG VHQG WR ERDUG D UHYLVHG WUHDVXUHUYV UHRSRI
GDU 6KRUHV %LOO ORWLRQ WR DSSURYH | W F
6TXDUH $OH[ 6ROHP 6HFRQG -RVK 6WDIIRUG $0Q LQ

x $SSURYDO RI PLQXWHV IURP ODVW H[HFXWLYH E}DU(

206G % XVLQHVV

x $QQXDO OHHWLQJ 5HYLHZ 5HYLHZHG D ILQDQFLD|O E!
FXVVHG FRPPHQWY IURP SDUWLFLSDQWYV + DOO JRRG
PDQ VWXGHQW PHPEHU IRU DXFWLRQHHU QH[W \H[pU

RYHUORRNHG WKLV DQG ZLOO WU\ WR UHPHPEHU LW IF

x $SSURYDO RI $QQXDO OMHHHWMQARQVORY XDFOHDU FRU
%XVLQHVV PLQXWHV :LOO HGLW WKH HQG WR UHIQHF\
UDWKHU WKDQ D SULYDWH FRQWUDFWRU 5HG /L]DUG D
SURYH -RKQ .DQWD 6HFRQG -RVK 6WDIIRUG $00]|L0

x &036 6HFWLRQ 'XHV IRU 6'7:6 &KDSWHU OHPEHUYV
PHPEHUV 2Q UHJLVWUDWLRQ IRUP ZH VWDWH WKD W
VWDWH GXHV (DFK &KDSWHU SD\V SHU PHPEHU R E
ZLOO FKHFEN ZLWK %RE /DQND RQ ZKHWKHU LWV UHTX
IRU WKLV \HDU DQG ODVW \HDU WR FDWFK XS

x &RPPLWWHH 9DFDQFLHYV 'LVFEFXVVLRQ RQ &RPPLWMWHF

JXOGUDLVLOJ &RPPLWMNHH &KDPHUO VWHSSHG $RZ
QHZ FKDLU

JULEDO )LVK DOGDQQGCAUMBMQHU LV FKDLU + XQOEOF
KHU EXW VKH LV VWLOO D PHPEHU + -RKQ .DQWD ZLOO

SHVROXWLRQOV DOG 3XEOLF 6WDWHPH@W M GIRHRH MWKV
QDPH WR 6FLHQFH &RPPLWWHH RXOGDWWD NHL W WI{([I-ICDJH




WR GRLQJ WKLV"
FKDQJHG

1HZ % XVLQHVV

X

$QQXDO OHHWLQJ 'DWH DQG /RFDWLRQ 5DSLG
PHQWYV DERXW ORFDWLRQ RU &HGDU 6KRUHV LWV
MRLQW 'DNRWD PHHWLQJ DW VRPH SRLQW $00 DJ
ZRUNREURXQG;6SULQJ<WﬁHmWKHDum«HWLQvaﬁ*RD
ODUF

$QQXDO OHHWLQJ 30DQQLQJ -RVK 6WDIIRUG L
VKRSV WUDFNLQJ 6SHDNHUV 7KHPH 7UDLQLQJ Y
EHIRUH RU ORQGD\ PRUQLQJ

I1DWKDQ %DNHU ZLOO ORRN IXUW R HU

& LW
ol
UHF

QD Fk
AUV

$QQXDO OHHWLQJ 3KRWR &RQWHVW + 3XUFKDVH R &D

QH[W \HDU *HW DQ LQH[SHQVLYH RQH RQ VDOH %
VLWHV WR -XOLH 'H-RQJ

HQ

SHYLHZ GXWLHY UHVSRQVLELOLWLHY RI ERDUG PH
WR ERDUG PHPEHUV *RRJOH '"ULYH ,QIRUPDWLRQ

7:6 $QQXDO &RQIHUHQFH 6'7:6 &KDSWHU 5HSUHV
07 :< SD)\ IXO0O DPRXQW IRU WKH 3UHVLGHQW RU
7UDYHO DSSURYDO E\ HQG RI -XO\ %RDUG VXSSR
DQG LGHDV IRU VWDWH FKDSWHU DUH LPSRUWDOQ

PEF
W R

QW
W K
WV
Ol

\HDU ZLWK 6'7:6 SD\LQJ XS WR WKH IXOO FRVW GIHSH«

RI LQGLYLGXDO -RKQ .DQWD 6HFRQG -XOLH '"H-R

,QFUHDVH 7:6 OHPEHUVKLS DW 1DWLRQDO /HYHO
GHQW 3RWWYV *RDO &036 5HS /DQNDTV *
PRUH PHPEHUV

J

RDO

H &

&RPPLWWHH *XLGDQFH IURP ([HFEXWLYH %RDUG L

WDLQ ERDUGYV

3& RXFK” ,QWHUYLHZV + 6LOND .HPSHPD PD\ EH DE
ZKR FRXOG EH LQWHUYLHZHG )RUZDUG QDPHV WHR
PHHWLQJ

J)DFHERRN *URXS 6KRXOG ZH FRQYHUW WR D )DFH
IDWKDQ ZLOO ORRN LQWR LW

6RXWK 'DNRWD +DELWDW &RQVHUYDWLRQ )XQG 3+

HWF ERDUG QHHGV WR SURYLGH VRPH JXLGDQFFLRQ

H V
1D

ERR

DEL

Rl 6'7:6 IXQGV IRU ERDUG WR WKLQN DERXW = JHW PR

IXQGYVY DUH JRLQJ

ORWLRQ WR DGMRXUQ DW &67 $OH[ 6ROHP
BHFRQG %HQ /DUG)




Public Lands Committee Report
Dennie Mann

Cheyenne River Area Range Allotment Plan

The South Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Socie-
ty (SDTWS) submits comments concerning live-
stock grazing on 6 grazing allotments on the Chey-
enne River area of the Buffalo Gap National
Grasslands. Our organization has an interest in
this project and we appreciate the opportunity to
comment. The Wildlife Society is an international
non-profit scientific and educational association
dedicated to excellence in wildlife stewardship
through science and education. The South Dakota
Chapter achieves this mission in part by evaluating
the principals involved in proposed public actions
that affect wildlife and habitats. Our Chapter

goals and objectives are more clearly outlined

at: http://wildlife.org/south-dakota-chapter/

In the Review of your proposed actions:

1. Combining Indian Creek and Big Corral allot-
ments: This could improve rest rotation and allow
managed grazing with movement to the other pas-
ture when monitoring and evaluation of the pas-
ture dictates movement of livestock.

2. Fence along the Cheyenne River: Good man-
agement practice but difficult to achieve during
high-water years and flooding. Keeping bison and
cattle from repetitive movements to riparian are-
as will require monitoring and maintenance of
fence to limit impacts to the riparian communi-

ty. Other metrics in addition to percent utiliza-
tion should be itemized in the monitoring table.
Utilization of >40% in riparian areas will not allow
adequate riparian vegetation growth to stabilize
river banks and improve wildlife habitat

3. Dam repair, well placement, pumps and
tanks: Water placements are critical and will im-
prove grazing management. Placement away from
the riparian areas will limit use on those corridors
and allow for better grazing utilization on the up-
land areas.

4. Herding: This is an excellent direction to lim-
it overuse but requires increased monitoring and
knowledge to improve grassland health and its re-

productive potential throughout the grazing sea-
son.

5. Prescribed Fire Utilization: Fire is an appro-
priate management tool in prairie ecosystems and
when utilized can increase native grass and forb
production. Planning is critical to achieve desired
goals and a one year rest after the burn from
grazing (except where cool season non-natives
need to be suppressed) will limit negative impacts
and improve grassland health and vigor.

6. Salt and Minerals: This is a way to reduce
impacts along sensitive areas and can be utilized in
similar ways such as water locations to distribute
grazing pressure. Salt and minerals must be kept
far from wet meadows, saturated soils and ripari-
an areas.

7. Adaptive Management Grazing: Priority
should be given to monitoring to ensure adaptive
management grazing is effective at meeting range
condition goals.

8. Allotment Management and condition: We ap-
preciated the enclosed maps but noticed that key
monitoring areas were not highlighted. What is

the desired condition for each allotment?

9. Drought. We are extremely supportive of a
RMP which includes drought management. Timing
and grazing pressure are crucial outside of
drought, but even more important during and fol-
lowing drought. We encourage that the attached
drought article by Reece et al. remain in the EA
and be incorporated into individual operating plans

With the evaluation of the proposed alternatives
the South Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society
is supporting Alternative 3 (Adaptive Manage-
ment). Adaptive management has the options to
address various issues as listed in our above com-
ments. Alternative 3 will be successful only with
proper and intense monitoring of the allotments to
achieve desired ecological conditions for riparian
areas (with incorporation of additional triggers
and backing off from >60% use), vegetative struc-
ture, and native species composition. The South
Dakota Chapter of The Wildlife Society appreci-
ates the opportunity to provide comments. Please
continue to send correspondence to our Chapter.
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Resolutions & Public Statements  2Vacant

SDTWS - Special Committee Chairs *
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