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President’s Message 

We are well into the field season and I hope everyone is 
enjoying their time outdoors. Spring and summer are so 
exciting in Pennsylvania and they always seem to fly by 
as we are all busy trying to keep track of all kinds of 
wildlife and their young. On April 24th I had my stu-
dents out at a local lake as hundreds of migrating swal-
lows whizzed by our heads. The students looked at me 
like I was nuts as I couldn’t contain my happiness when 
I heard my first black-throated green warbler of the 
year. On May 14th I found my first nest on a study site 
of the year, again a black-throated green warbler. By 
June 15th the nest was empty. The fledglings had al-
ready moved on with their parents. Fledglings, fawns 
and other babies were everywhere. As fast as the breed-
ing season had come it was passing. 
 

Now into July we are in the heart of the summer. Wild-
life professionals do not see each other much during 
this time of the year unless we are working on the same 
field projects. Although we are all busy, the Board of 
PATWS has been hard at work, most recently providing 
comments on the Pennsylvania Game Commission’s 
Strategic Plan for 2015-2020. Individually, I have been 
accepted into the Leadership Institute of The Wildlife 
Society and will be learning more about the organiza-
tion and how to be an effective leader over the next few 
months. My hope is that my new knowledge and expe-
riences will allow me to have a positive effect on our 
own Pennsylvania Chapter now and into the future. 
 

Going back a few months, the PATWS held our annual 
conference in March at the Ramada in State College. As 
always, it was wonderful to see many of the wildlife 
professionals from throughout the Commonwealth. The 
high number of students in attendance was refreshing. 
Luckily, I was able to attend the necropsy workshop on 
Friday and am certain it was the best workshop I have 
ever attended. Thanks to all of you who attended and 

those who responded to our post-conference survey. 
Your responses are very valuable as we plan the 
conference for 2016. 
 

As a member of the Pennsylvania Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society, you should always feel free to 
share any ideas, comments, recommendations, etc. 
with the Board. We are always looking for new ideas 
for workshops and conference content. Our contact 
information is available on our website and all com-
ments are welcome and appreciated. 
 

Over the next few months we will start planning the 
2016 conference and I will be working through the 
Leadership Institute. I look forward to sharing about 
my experience in the next newsletter. In the mean-
time, enjoy the beautiful summer Pennsylvania has 
to offer as it will probably be snowing the next time 
I write a President’s message. 
 

  Emily H. Thomas 

  President, PA TWS 
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Annual Conference Executive Board Meeting  

**Current Board Initiatives** 

Comments on PGC’s Strategic Plan 2015-

2020:  PA TWS recently submitted comments  
on the Pennsylvania Game Commission stra-
tegic plan for their strategic plan that will 
guide the agency and its operations for the 
next five years. Our board members collec-
tively collated comments to provide input to 
this plan. The PA TWS letter to the PGC can 
be found on our website in the Policy section 
under Official Letters & Correspondence. 
 

NE Section Automatic Enrollment: The PA 
TWS board recently voted to approve auto-
matically enrolling its members in the NE 
section. Once this arrangement is finalized a 
person who signs up for PA TWS will auto-
matically become a NE section member at no 

extra cost to them. This process is still pend-
ing and waiting on the NE section to finalize 
the deal. Stay tuned for when this process is 
complete. 
 

Increased Participation & Communication: 
PA TWS is working hard to promote member 
relations and increase student/professional 
interactions. A National recruiting campaign 
led to approximately 10 new PA TWS mem-
bers. Last year the board activated a Face-
book page and is also working on updating a 
list of professionals at colleges and universi-
ties and is encouraging the creation of new 
student chapters. Be sure to like us on Face-
book! 
 

 

The 2015 Board member election closed in 
March. Emily Thomas, former Vice President, 
has stepped into Christina Voorhees’ position 
as the President. Christina will now serve as 
the Past President. Margaret Brittingham is 
now Vice President (and President-elect). 
 

Newly-seated Board members: 
Member At-Large— Robert W. Blye  
Member At-Large— Thomas Keller  
Secretary— Samara Trusso 

Treasurer— Virginia Tilden 

Website Manager— Jennifer Dzimiela Martin 

Newsletter Editor— Lillie Langlois 

 

 

Mid-term Board members: 
Member At-Large— Samantha Pedder  
Member At-Large— Andrea Evans  
Northeast Section Rep.— Emily Boyd  
Membership Coordinator— Wendy Vreeland 

 

Special thanks are in order for all those PA 
Chapter members who were willing to throw 
their hat in the ring. Congratulations to the 
new Board members.  
 

More information on Board member terms, 
responsibilities, contact info, and PA TWS By-

laws at our website: http://www.wildlife.org/
pennsylvania-chapter/ 
  

Executive Board Elections 
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Board Reports continued... 

Membership Report -- 3/21/2015 

We have 64 life members. 
167 paid through 2015. 

 

60 members still needing to renew/ be confirmed through National 
 

2015 members (including life members) 231 

50 current members are known student members  
(graduate & undergraduate) 

 

Wendy Vreeland 

Membership Coordinator, PA TWS 

Save the Date 
  

Applied Spatial Ecology  
in R 2-day workshop 

 

September 2015 

 

Penn State University 

Contact: David Walter for 
details 

wdwalter@psu.edu 

 

 

 

Thee Wildlife Society 

22nd Annual Conference 

 

October 17-21, 2015 

 

RBC Convention Centre 

Winnipeg, Manitoba 

 

www.twsconference.org 
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Virginia Tilden 

Treasurer, PA TWS 

Treasury Report 
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Pennsylvania Chapter Website Update 

 

This Newsletter is produced on a roughly quarterly basis for members 
of the Pennsylvania Chapter of The Wildlife Society.  
Editor: Lillie A. Langlois 

Send items of interest, comments, announcements, questions, or cor-
rections to Lillie at: lal276@psu.edu.  
Subject — “PATWS newsletter”   

The PA TWS website has transitioned to a new content management system. Our state 
Chapter website has a new look and is more integrated with the National Organization’s 
website. You still have all the links you were familiar with before plus additional content. 
We hope you like the change! 
 

Check it out: http://www.wildlife.org/pennsylvania-chapter/ 

Jennifer Dzimiela Martin 

Website Manager, PA TWS 
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The Pennsylvania Chapter of The Wildlife 
Society held its 2015 annual meeting March 
20-21 at the Ramada Inn in State College,  
PA. The theme for this year was “Wildlife 
Diseases: Examining Impacts for Penn-
sylvania and Beyond”. Overall attendance 
for the conference was 156 people (82 pro-
fessionals, 66 students, and 8 Wildlife Lead-
ership Academy students).  
 

The wildlife workshop was held on Friday 
March 20th covering “Deer Necropsy”. Fri-
day morning participants traveled to the 
State Game Land 176 where the group 
heard speakers from the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission including veterinarian Dr. 
Justin Brown, Ph.D., DVM. After lunch partic-
ipants gained hands-on practical experience 
with the opportunity to necropsy a white-

tailed deer.  
 

Friday evening all attendees of the confer-
ence were invited to the student-professional 
mixer, which was well attended and a suc-
cess as usual. 
 

Saturday’s plenary session was centered 
around our theme and coupled with thoughts 
on our future horizons. Plenary speakers 
from Clarion University, USDA/APHIS/
Wildlife Services, USGS/National Wildlife 
Health Center and PGC shared information 
and current updates on various wildlife dis-
ease occurring across the state. 
 

Two concurrent sessions were held in the 
afternoon focusing on a variety of topics. Six-
teen student and professional speakers gave 
presentations on topics ranging from disease 
transmission to wildlife dispersal patterns. 
Also, this year we were pleased to have 
eight students from the Wildlife Leadership 

Academy present posters. The afternoon 
was capped off with the Executive Board 
business meeting, which was open to all 
members and well-attended.  
 

PA TWS welcomed Val Beasley, Penn State 
Department of Veterinary & Biomedical Sci-
ences, as our banquet speaker. Dr. Beasley 
spoke about the interconnectedness of hu-
man, animal, and plant life. He encouraged 
wildlife managers to seek broader support 
and financial investment to help recover and 
create disease-resilient landscapes. He also 
emphasized the need for a multi-
disciplinarian approach to create a construc-
tive dialog focusing on adaptive manage-
ment to efficiently improve our collective 
One Health. His talk was entitled “One 
Health & Wildlife Management: Shared Mis-
sion, Shared Needs, Shared Opportunities”.  
 

 

Thank you all for attending, contributing, and 
presenting, your involvement makes our an-
nual conference what it is—a true success.  
 

 

 

 

2015 Annual Conference & Workshop 

Val Beasley, banquet 
speaker, spoke to the con-
ference on One Health & 
Wildlife Management: 
Shared Mission, Shared 
Needs, Shared Opportuni-
ties. 
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Annual Conference continued... 

Raffle and Auction  
Donations 

 

The following individuals, businesses, and organizations donated items for the fundraising raf-
fle this year. Please consider patronizing these businesses and thank those individuals and 
organizations for their commitment to improving the profession of wildlife management in 
Pennsylvania. Thanks again to all the donors. 

 

Burris Optics 

Pennsylvania Game Commission 

Pennsylvania Wild Resources Conservation Fund 

Ron Beach Studios 

PA TWS Chapter Members 

Student Award/Scholarship Recipients 

Nichole Leigey received the Frank Felbaum 
Scholarship Award. Nicky is a student at 
Penn State Du Bois. Congratulations and 
good luck Nicky!  

 

Felbaum Scholarship Award  
Winner: Nichole Leigey (right) award given by  
President Emily Thomas (left) 
 

The Best Student Presentation Award was 
earned by William Miller, a graduate student 
at Penn State University. Will presented two 
talks at the conference and earned the award 
for his talk entitled “The importance of con-
nectivity for dispersal among salamander 
populations.”  

Best Student Presentation Award  
Winner: William Miller (right) 
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Student Awards continued... 

Chelsea Buell, a student at Clarion Universi-
ty, was the winner of the Best Student Poster.  
Her winning poster was entitled “Biomass and 
nutrient standing stocks associated with pop-
ulations of Eastern Red-backed salamander 
(Plethadon cinereus) on State Game Lands 
69, Crawford County, Pennsylvania”.  

 

Briana Jimenez, a student from Delaware 
Valley College is the recipient of the NE field 
course scholarship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hanna Krause is from Berks County and at-
tends Conrad Weiser High School. Hanna will 
be a junior this year in the Agricultural Sci-
ence program and is a member of the Nation-
al FFA Organization. She is the Wildlife Lead-
ership Academy Poster Award winner this 
year, with her poster entitled “Preserving the 
Monarch Butterflies”.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The WLA is a youth program administered by 
the Pennsylvania Institute for Conservation 
Education.  
 

 

Best Student Poster Winner: Chelsea Buell (right) 

NE Field Course Scholarship Winner: Briana Jimenez 

WLA Student Poster Winner: Hanna Krause (center) 
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Conference Survey Results 

Thanks to the forty respondents who complet-
ed this year’s conference survey. Overall, the 
conference was rated favorably, with 53% rat-
ing it as excellent and 39% rating it as good. 
Similar to previous years, the survey indicated 
that while networking with colleagues remains 
the most important overall benefit expected 
from the conference, participants were also 
interested in keeping up with current wildlife 
issues, continuing education and the oppor-
tunity to present their work. 
 

We asked how participants would rate the so-
cial networking value—60% rated it as excel-
lent and 35% rated it good. For participants 
who wrote down what their favorite part of the 
conference was, the highest number men-
tioned the technical sessions (see Figure 1; 
poster and paper presentation; n = 20), the 
plenary session (n = 12), and the Friday night 
social (n = 7).   

 

 

Once again most people said they would be 
attending a future conference. Topics sugges-
tions for future workshops included: deer and 
habitat management, new technology in the 
wildlife field, communication and career de-
velopment skills. 
 

Topics suggested for the plenary session in 
future years were diverse and included: habi-
tat management, politics and conservation, 
threatened and endangered species, wildlife 
management and wildlife/human conflicts. 
 

At the March business meeting a few mem-
bers brought up the idea of changing the days 
of the conference. So, we sent out a survey to 
assess member preferences for future confer-
ences. In previous years, PA TWS has held 
the conference on Friday and Saturday. The 
option suggested at the business meeting 
was to move to a Thursday-Friday format. 
Eighty-two members responded and the re-
sults were split nearly in half: 51% preferred 
to have a Friday-Saturday conference and 
49% preferred Thursday-Friday. The PA TWS 
board members reviewed the results and op-
tional comments, and decided to keep the 
2016 conference on a Friday-Saturday sched-
ule. We did this in large measure to ensure 
the continued participation by students, in-
cluding those from WLA, as those were the 
most comments we received. We thank the 
members for responding to this inquiry and 
will revisit this issue in the future if the need 

arises. 
 

  Samara Trusso 

  Secretary, PA TWS 

 

 

 

   Fig. 1. What was the best part about the conference? 
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Pennsylvania TWS Objectives  
 

 To develop and promote sound steward-
ship of wildlife resources and of the en-
vironments upon which wildlife and hu-
mans depend. 

 

2. To undertake an active role in prevent-
ing human-induced environmental deg-
radation. 

 

3. To increase awareness and apprecia-
tion of wildlife values. 

 

4. To seek the highest standards in all ac-
tivities of the wildlife profession. 

 

5. To serve the specialized needs of Penn-
sylvania in wildlife resource manage-
ment. 

 

 

 

President……………...Emily Thomas 

Vice-President………..Margaret Brittingham  

Past President……….Christina Voorhees 

Secretary……………..Samara Trusso 

Treasurer……………..Virginia Tilden 

Northeast Section 

Representative……….Emily Boyd 

Website Manager……Jennifer Dzimiela Martin 

Newsletter Editor…….Lillie Langlois 

Membership  
Coordinator………….. Wendy Vreeland 

At-Large Members…. Robert W. Blye 

   Andrea Evans  

   Thomas Keller 
   Samantha Pedder 

 

—Who’s Who on the Board— 

2015 Executive Board Members 

Pennsylvania Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
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2016 


