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By Serra J. Hoagland

NATIVE AMERICANS TAP INTO TRADITIONAL PRACTICES TO MANAGE FORESTS 

A Tribal Model of Wildlife Stewardship

Deer Dance/For Your Return

If this

will hasten your return

then I will hold myself above you all night

blowing softly

down-feathered clouds

that drift above the spruce

and hide your eyes

as you are born back

to the mountain.

Years ago

through the yellow oak leaves

antlers polished like stones

in the canyon stream-crossing

              Morning turned in the sky

              when I saw you

              and I wanted the gift

              you carry on moon-color shoulders

              so big

              the size of you

              holds the long winter. 

– Leslie Marmon Silko Feb 1977 Columbia:

A Journal of Literature and Art No. 1 pp 9-11.

 The Pueblo of 

Laguna, located 45 miles 

west of Albuquerque, 

covers 530,000 acres. 

The reservation is home 

to roughly half of the 

8,700 tribal members; 

the other half live o! 

the reservation. Species 

such as mule deer, 

bears, Mexican spotted 

owls, southwestern 

willow flycatchers, 

as well as introduced 

species including Rocky 

Mountain elk, Himalayan 

tahr and Barbary sheep, 

are also found on the 

reservation. 

Credit: Serra Hoagland
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http://www.life.illinois.edu/ib/451/Grumbine%20(1994).pdf
http://www.treesearch.fs.fed.us/pubs/41311
http://www.bia.gov/FAQs/
https://www.amazon.com/Tillers-Guide-Indian-Country-Reservations/dp/1885931042
http://hpaied.org/publications-and-research
http://hpaied.org/publications-and-research
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Credit: Elisha Flores 

 Author Serra Hoagland, a member of the Pueblo of Laguna, and Chase Voirin, a 

member of the Navajo tribe, return from a survey of Mexican spotted owls (inset) on 

the Mescalero Apache Indian Reservation.
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http://academic.evergreen.edu/G/grossmaz/Sustaining%20the%20Forest.pdf
http://courses.washington.edu/dtsclass/TEK-Menominee.pdf
http://courses.washington.edu/dtsclass/TEK-Menominee.pdf
http://www.itcnet.org/issues_projects/issues_2/forest_management/assessment.html
http://plexusowls.com/PDFs/Owl%20Tales%20from%20Africa%20and%20NA%20-%20Marcot.pdf
http://gradworks.umi.com/10/12/10125325.html
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Credit: Adapted from Gordon et al. 2013

 Native American 

student enrollment 

at 85 institutions, not 

including tribal colleges, 

with fisheries and 

wildlife fields, is slightly 

higher than forestry and 

environmental science 

and studies.

Serra J. Hoagland, Laguna Pueblo, PhD, 

is a biological scientist with the U.S. Forest 

Service, chair-elect and native student professional 

development program coordinator for The Wildlife 

Society’s Native Peoples Wildlife Management 

Working Group and a member of The Wildlife 

Professional’s Editorial Advisory Board.
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Native American enrollment at 85 institutions
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http://energy.gov/nepa/downloads/eo-13175-consultation-and-coordination-indian-tribal-governments-2000
http://www.fs.fed.us/research/tribal-engagement/roadmap.php
http://www.fs.fed.us/research/tribal-engagement/roadmap.php
http://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/pubs/journals/pnw_2015_hummel001.pdf
http://wildlife.org/apply-now-for-native-american-research-assistantships/
http://www.faeis.ahnrit.vt.edu/
http://www.itcnet.org/issues_projects/issues_2/forest_management/assessment.htm

