
Student Development Working Group 

Executive Board Meeting: Meeting Minutes 

April 2013 

 
PRESENT 

Kent Fricke, Chair, Andy Little, Chair-Elect, Ashley Gramza, Past-Chair, Michel Kohl, 

Treasurer, Matt Gould, Secretary.  

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Fricke called the April executive board meeting of the Student Development Working Group to 

order at 5:07 p.m. MST. 

 

Agenda for this month’s meeting as well as the minutes from last month’s meeting were 
accepted by the SDWG executive board members. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

No activity has taken place since the last SDWG executive board meeting.    
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Spring newsletter: Articles have been submitted by executive board members for the Spring 
newsletter. Michel Kohl and Krysten Zummo will be organizing the Spring Newsletter. If you 
have any questions, please contact Michel or Krysten.  
 
Working group liaisons: Little updated the executive board members on the progress of the 
working group liaison positions. Currently, the working groups in which the position 
announcement was distributed to, liked the idea. They would, however, like to discuss the idea at 
the working group meeting at the 2013 TWS Annual Conference in Milwaukee, WI. In regards 
to the working groups’ concerns about the SDWG finding participants which would lessen the 
burden for other working groups, Little is currently drafting an announcement that will be 
distributed across all working groups. The announcement will call for volunteers from any 
working group who would like to participate and become a working group liaison.  
 
ACTION ITEM (Little): Little will develop an announcement requesting for working group 
liaison volunteers from working group memberships. 
 

ACTION ITEM (Fricke): Fricke will contact the TWS main office about emails for the 
working groups in which the announcements will be distributed to.  
  
Council / Student Liaison update: Fricke informed the executive board that Dr. Kessler 
submitted a webinar to council discussing TWS finances.  

 
o TWS Amazon Store: The Wildlife Society will initiate a store on Amazon.com. 

As a result, when any products are purchased from Amazon through the TWS 
store a portion of the price will be contributed towards TWS. The Wildlife 
Society is currently developing this idea with Amazon. 

 



Annual Conference Topics: 

o Professional development symposium: Fricke has received confirmation from 
Ken Williams, Carol Bocetti, Carol Chambers, Laura Bies, and Katie Edwards as 
speakers for the symposium. He will be filling another 5 vacancies for a total of 
10 speakers. He will be drafting abstracts with each speaker on their topic once all 
participants have been identified.   
  

o Undergraduate discussion panel: Fricke updated the executive board that 
requested speakers have committed to participating in the discussion pane. No 
additional names are needed.  
 

o BTSOSPACR Workshop: Gramza has received confirmation from Courtney 
Conway and Janet Wallace as speakers. She is still waiting for a reply from Dr. 
Connor. The amount of money the SDWG will contribute towards snacks and 
drinks will be discussed at the next workshop meeting between the collaborating 
working groups.  

 

ACTION ITEM (Gramza): Gramza will contact the other participating working groups about 
setting up a meeting in May.  

 

o Student Travel Award: The executive board discussed the amount of money in 
which the SDWG would commit to the Student Travel Award and the “Behind 
the Scenes of Scientific Publication and Critical Review.” The potential problems 
that we identified included the inability to raise funds to sponsor a workshop, a 
travel grant, and the OSCN each year. We discussed many ideas of how to combat 
this including raising the cost of the workshop for participants, eliminating 
snacks, requesting more contributions from participating working groups, and 
raising member dues from $5 to $7. The executive board members agreed that we 
will contribute $500 towards the Student Travel Award and $200 towards the 
workshop. We will be asking the Early Career Professional Working Group to 
contribute money to the workshop this year as they were unable to last year 
because of their short time period as a working group. We have also tabled the 
idea of raising member dues until the 2013 TWS Annual Conference in 
Milwaukee, WI. Raising member dues would require a majority vote by 
membership in order to amend the bylaws. An email detailing these potential 
financial problems and solutions will be sent out to members one or two months 
before th2013 TWS annual Conference in Milwaukee, WI. These issues will then 
be discussed and voted on at the SDWG meeting.  

 

o Student Leaders Breakfast: Based off last year’s feedback from members, the 
executive board will not be hosting a speaker at the Student Leaders Breakfast. 
Instead this year’s Student Breakfast will be more oriented towards discussion 
between student chapters. The breakfast will begin with questions which will 
facilitate initial discussion. Once discussion has begun, the conservation will be 
dictated by the students in attendance.  

 



ACTION ITEM (Fricke): Fricke will develop discussion questions for the Student Breakfast.   
 

o Student Activities Committee: Gramza informed the executive board that the 
SAC has all activities and field trips planed out for the 2013 TWS Annual 
Conference in Milwaukee, WI.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Voting for Student Advisor of the Year Award: The executive board members voted for the 
Student Advisor of the Year Award from five nominations that were received.  
 

REMINDERS 

Upcoming deadlines include:  

o 01 June- Student Advisor of the Year nomination to Yanin 
o 28 June- Abstracts due from each symposium presenter (OASIS website) 
o 25 September- Presentations from each symposium presenter due (OASIS 

website) 
 
Please post and participate on the OSCN. If you have ideas or proposals you’d like to see us 
develop or implement. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting adjourned at 6:14pm MST. 
 


