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Wisconsin Trapping Matters Workshop 
 
 

 

 
 
 

                           
                            

 

 
 
 

 
This workshop will consist of 3 main sections: 

1. Communication Skills: 

• The importance of human dimension studies & 
messages related to regulated trapping 

• How the media works & what they expect of you in an 
interview situation 

• How you can use media to educate the public & key 
messages to use about regulated trapping 

• Open dialog & hands-on activities to develop & 
improve communication skills and make the 
experiences interactive  

2. Traps & Trapping Techniques 

• Hands-on demos of trap types and how they work 

• Variety of outdoor trap stations highlighting humane 
and selective techniques 

3. Best Management Practices for Trapping & Furbearer 
Management 

• History and research behind humane trapping, and 
how and why regulated trapping is used in furbearer 
management and wildlife management   

 
Workshop qualifies for 7 credit hours (Category 1) towards TWS 
certification & professional development. 

 

INTELLIGENT TINKERING 
 
Published by the Wisconsin Chapter of The 
Wildlife Society.  TWS is an international 
nonprofit organization of wildlife 
professionals.  Subscriptions are available with 
Chapter membership.  The editor invites 
comments and articles for possible 
publication.  Email submissions in MS Word 
documents to: lesa.kardash@wisconsin.gov 
 

Submission Deadlines: 
Fall Issue: October 7, 2016 

 

General Mail: WI Chapter TWS, 
P.O. Box 274, Necedah, WI 54646 

 

Wildlife students and professionals often shy away from trapping-related 
discussions because of its potential to be a controversial wildlife 
management technique.  Yet it is essential that folks dedicated to the 
wildlife profession understand how regulated trapping provides 
environmental & social benefits.  This workshop is intended to help 
participants understand & better communicate the benefits of regulated 
trapping to wildlife management.  Participants will leave with scientifically 
sound information & be trained in skills that will make them effective 
communicators on this important subject.    
 
Date:  Likely in late September 
Location:  To be determined (likely in central WI) 
Registration:  More details to come soon. 
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By Jason Riddle 
 

Dear Wildlifers, 
 
 Put this down and get the heck outdoors.  
Seriously, stop reading my ramblings and get 
outside.  At least, this is how I’ve been feeling lately.  
Oddly, I think it is related to some new 
responsibilities. 

 
I recently agreed to do some contract point count work with birds in 

the Northwoods.  Counting birds was how I got started in wildlife.  As an 
undergraduate, my first summer technician position was doing shorebird 
surveys around the Chesapeake Bay area of Virginia.  I loved working on 
islands and the beach, but I really wanted a more rugged field experience.  So, I 
eventually ended up doing bird survey work in the Southern Appalachians for 
my first round of graduate school.  I fell in love with warblers in those hills.  
My second round of graduate school and parts of my post-doc involved survey 
work with birds in the Piedmont and Coastal Plain of North Carolina.  There, I 
fell in love with northern bobwhites.  Then, I got a “real job.”  I want to be 
clear that I totally love my vocation as a Professor of Wildlife at UWSP.  One 
aspect of this job is that I spend WAY more time helping others plan studies 
and analyze their own data.  I find that helping others with analysis is one of 
the most fulfilling aspects of my vocation, but I had apparently forgotten about 
what got me into wildlife in the first place.  Since taking on the contract work, 
I’ve spent more time away from the desk and on the trail.  I can’t believe what 
I was missing for the past seven years.  A few days ago I spent an evening 
birding and got the best look at a handsome Chestnut-sided Warbler singing 
and preening himself in a young trembling aspen.  He was stunning.  Why 
haven’t I been watching Chestnut-sided Warblers preen and sing for the last 
seven years?  I guess I could list the reasons, but I’d rather quit typing and get 
outdoors.  I hope you already left this page and did the same… 

 

Wanted: Board Member Candidate for 
North Central Section Elections 

 

Submitted by Jason Riddle, President  
 
Dear Membership, 
 
Elections for the North Central Section Board will be upon us soon. There is 
great interest in recruiting someone from our state chapter to run for a board 
position.  One of the primary reasons for recruiting from Wisconsin is that the 
Midwest Fish and Wildlife meeting will be in WI in 2018. The Section will be 
better positioned to engage and benefit from the meeting if we have some 
locals in the mix. Wisconsin presence with the Section already is on the uptick.  
One of the two new student representatives on the Section Board is our own 
Lisa Zoromski from UWSP. However, her term ends at the end of the coming 
academic year.  
 
Help us continue to enhance our WI presence and please consider running for 
a position! Most North Central Section Board positions are two-year 
commitments with the exception of President-elect or Treasurer (which are 
three-year commitments).   
 
Please let me know as soon as possible if you have any questions, as the 
Section would like to have a list of potential candidates rather quickly. 
 
Cheers, Jason 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President’s Soapbox 
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Executive Board Meeting Conference Call 
Minutes 

 
May 26, 2016, 9am 

 

By Carey Strobel, Secretary/Treasurer 
 

Attending: Mark Pfost, Derek Johnson, Jason Riddle, Lesa Kardash, Carey Haralson-
Strobel, Mandy Kamps, Lisa Zoromski 

1) Update on pesticide matters 
o North Central Section (NCS) is seeking input from state 

chapters on neonicotinoids and other potential pesticides of 
concern influencing pollinators.  National TWS asked the 
NCS to collect information from their respective states. 

o The Board will consult with experts in our chapter and pass 
on the appropriate information to the NCS. 

 
2) Search for a NCS Board Member 

o Congratulations to Lisa Zoromski as a new Section Student 
Representative. 

o NCS would like to see more WI representation for the 
Midwest FW Conference in 2018.   

o Jason recommends sending out a broad recruitment request.   
o Lesa Kardash stated we should contact people specifically for 

involvement.  A statement will be placed in IT as well. 
o Jason will write a recruitment letter.  Try to gather information 

on what role this person would play in the MWF 2018 
meeting. 

 
3) Update on Strategic Planning Committee (SPC) 

o Board determined that a Strategic Planning Process is 
necessary before decisions are made on how we 
invest/reinvest Chapter funds 

o Jason talked with Brad Strobel and will be polling current 

members on how we are doing on our current objectives.  
There is no need to change our current objectives. 

o Names of the SPC 
 Jon Olson 
 Lisa Zoromski 
 Tami Ryan 
 Shelli Dubay 
 Brad Strobel 
 Jason Riddle (board member liaison) 
 Timeline for current action: Mid-August will have a 

survey out to the board for approval/suggestions and 
then sent out to membership on September 1, then 
on October 1 would compile responses.  By October 
15 present the board with a summary of their 
findings. 

 Members who are comfortable might not respond.  
We would like to get 2/3s of the membership to 
respond.  Try to move things ahead by not giving 
members 1 month to respond.  Try to get results in 
September.   

 Possibly provide an incentive to membership, free 
membership and registration to winter meeting. 

 
4) Fall Technical Training (please review emails from John Olson) 

o Trapping Matters: late summer or early September (Saturday 
September 10?) 

o Two options for fall training: set it as an independent event, 
or have it in conjunction with the WTA Rendezvous in 
Marshfield.   

o Agree that having it in conjunction in Marshfield sounds best, 
but needs to be discussed with Jon Olson to iron out the 
details. 

 
5) 2018 Midwest and 2017 Winter Meetings 

o Milwaukee has been selected as the MWF Conference, 
possibly the Hilton.  



 
 

 
 

  INTELLIGENT TINKERING: Vol. 45, No. 2 (Summer 2016) 
4 

o Hosts our joint meeting there next year: Feb 28 -March 2, 
2017  is available 

o Make sure this info is correct.  We need to lock in these dates.  
Contact President of WI AFS.  Should focus on the upcoming 
winter meeting, get a theme set.  Meet with WI AFS. 

o Jason: there is not much communication between Fisheries 
and Wildlife DNR persons for the Midwest Conf. 

o Lesa: We can’t do much about MWF Conf. until we find out 
who is leading this from DNR Wildlife.  In the past the 
Chapter steps up at the end to help out with registration or 
filling in as needed.   

 

Issue Committee Updates 
   
Deer Issues Committee 
 
Although the committee has retreated into remission at the present time, we 
have added Dr. Scott Hygnstrom (UWSP) to our group.  There are at least 8 
burning deer issues that should receive attention when the timing is better.  We 
look forward to Scott’s contributions. 
 
Keith McCaffery, Acting Chair 
 
 

Forestry Issues Committee 
 
Since the Winter Meeting of the Wisconsin Chapter, the Silviculture Guidance 
Team (SGT) has been involved with possible Silviculture Handbook changes 
to aspen rotation ages, red pine plantation rotation ages, northern hardwood 
selective cutting, and very importantly, the results of the Legislature’s $625,000 
Forest Practices Study.  All proposed changes in forest management 
prescriptions are currently under review by a series of SGT ad hoc committees 
and at Council of Forestry meetings. The National Council on Air & Stream 
Improvement (NCASI), a pulp and paper industry organization, held their 

annual northern meeting in Wausau with a two-day forestry session on the 
preliminary results of the large Forest Practices Study. 
 
I represented The Wisconsin Chapter and wildlife habitat considerations at 
SGT committee meetings at Stevens Point (two meetings), Tomahawk (two 
meetings), and Antigo as well as Council on Forestry meetings at Madison and 
Stevens Point.  I attended the two day NCASI Forest Practices Conference at 
Wausau. All this activity is leading up to possible silviculture handbook and 
forest management policy changes that would impact wildlife habitat in forests.   
 
Ron Eckstein, Chair, Rhinelander 
 
Wildlife Damage Issues Committee 
 
Court Rules Against DCCO Depredation Orders - A District Court judge 
recently ruled against the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) in a case 
regarding the extension of two double crested cormorant (Phalocoacorax auritus) 
depredation orders. The case, brought forth by the Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility (PEER) against the FWS, argued that the FWS 
failed to follow the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) when it 
extended the Depredation Order For Double-crested Cormorants at 
Aquaculture Facilities (50 CFR 21.47) and the Depredation Order for Double-
crested Cormorants to Protect Public Resources (50 CFR 21.48). These orders, 
originally issued in 1998 and 2003, respectively, allowed aquaculture producers 
in 13 states to kill double-crested cormorants if they were committing or about 
to commit depredations on aquaculture stocks, and further allowed state and 
federal agencies, and recognized tribes, in an additional 11 states to kill double-
crested cormorants that were committing or about to commit depredations on 
public resources. 
 
In their lawsuit, PEER argued that the FWS failed to adequately conduct an 
environmental assessment (EA) prior to extending the depredation orders. 
PEER cited that the FWS used double-crested cormorant population 
estimations from its 2009 EA, and did not adequately consider public 
comments on alternative actions prior to extending the orders. 
 



 
 

 
 

  INTELLIGENT TINKERING: Vol. 45, No. 2 (Summer 2016) 
5 

Following the ruling, the FWS petitioned the court to not vacate orders until 
they are able to conduct an EA, that the court finds suitable, or an 
environmental impact statement (EIS), a self-estimated 7 month period. The 
FWS argued, in their petition, that vacatur of the orders could cause 
environmental and monetary damages, pose an administrative burden on the 
FWS and state agencies and tribes, and disrupt the activities of the affected 
industry and entities. The judge found that the evidence of monetary and 
environmental damages was vague and unclear. The judge also noted that the 
estimated time for the FWS to produce a new EA was not so long as to allow 
double-crested cormorant populations to significantly increase. With these 
findings, the judge vacated both depredation orders until the FWS conducts a 
satisfactory EA or EIS. The judge further denied a petition to stay the order of 
vacatur, citing the same justification as for the vacatur. 
 
Article by Robert J. Lewis, Utah State University, Department of Wildland 
Resources, Logan, UT.   
Submitted by Dan Hirchert, Wildlife Damage Issues Committee Chair 
 
 

Financial Status Report, 06/18/16 
 

Submitted by Carey Strobel, Secretary/Treasurer  
   
 

Account 1/1/16 Amount   
6/18/16 
Amount 

CHECKING $3,931.65 
 

$5,974.83 
SAVINGS 1 $15,957.90 

 
$15,964.57 

SAVINGS 2 20,974.02 
 

$22,942.22 
CD1  (closed 2/28/16) $1,958.08 

 
  $0 

CD2 (Bjerke) $64,070.36  $64,112.50 
(matures 9/24/16)    
CUNA Brokerage $18,031.77  $18,031.77 

Saving/Investment Total     $120,992.13  $124,106.56 
        Total Balance                                 $124,923.78            $127,025.89 
 
Membership: 229 

 
 

 
Northland College    No report. 

 
 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 

By Danny Erickson, President 
 
What another great year for the UW-Madison TWS student chapter! The 
semester ended on a high note with our annual wildlife vs. forestry club 
kickball game with good turnout. Although we honorably turned over our 
coveted Raven Trophy of Excellence in defeat, it was an opportunity for 
students to relax during final exams and to meet other students from a similar 
major. And that was really our goal—to promote the connection between two 
separate, yet related fields of study that are integral to the field of wildlife 
management.   
 
On April, 10 members attended the North Central Section Student Conclave 
hosted by UW-Stevens Point in Treehaven. We were extremely impressed by 
the hard work the UWSP Chapter put in, not to mention the amazing locale 
that helped make a great and memorable experience for all those present. UW-
Madison members benefitted from the many workshops, talks, and varied 
social events put on and claimed victory in the student-led quiz bowl! 
Afterwards National TWS President Gary Potts graciously stopped in Madison 
for lunch with a few students. We discussed the benefits of becoming a 
certified wildlife biologist and what it means to be a member of TWS. It was 
rewarding to see someone so advanced in their career show personal concern 
and care, giving advice as well as encouragement to the next generation of 
wildlife professionals.  
 
This year’s officers were elected soon after conclave. The new team combines 
experienced veterans and new faces to the club and I am excited to work with 
them over the coming year! We are currently planning for fall events, 

Student Chapter Corner 
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contacting speakers, and brainstorming for our big Game Dinner for the 
upcoming semester. One of our big focuses is to help students new and old 
rediscover their passion for wildlife and to provide them with opportunities to 
achieve their vocation. The 2016-2017 officers are as follows: 
 
President: Daniel Erickson 
Vice President: Spencer Keyser  
Secretary: Kristina Kennedy  
Treasurer: Valerie Knurr  
Web Master: Angela Ingrassia 
Outreach: Siena Muehlfeld/Steven Plesh 
Marketing: Rhianna Miles  
Social Coordinator: Eric Hammerer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even with school out, our members have been very busy this summer! Former 
president Lucas Olson led a group of students to Clam Lake in northern 
Wisconsin to assist elk biologists deconstruct an elk acclimation pen. The 
fencing material will be reused to expand existing pens to house the arrival of 
elk from Kentucky to bolster the Wisconsin population. A special thanks to 
Laine Stowell and his family for their hospitality and home cooked meals 
during our stay!  In May, chapter members assisted graduate student Regan 
Dohm conduct raptor surveys to help determine the impacts of wind farms on 

these particular birds. It was a fine day of birding where members increased 
their accipiter identification skills and wrestled with ideas of how to mitigate 
this human-wildlife conflict. Students are also actively engaged in the WDNR 
Frog and Toad Survey, with the first survey completed in late March and 
continuing through the summer with two more survey periods ending on mid-
July. By listening to frog calls along a prescribed wetland route, we help 
determine distributions and abundances of these amphibians in the state. In a 
partnership that began last fall with the UW Urban Canid Project headed by 
graduate student Marcus Mueller and professor David Drake, Madison TWS 
members tracked radio-collared coyotes and foxes in the Madison area. Part of 
the project aims to better understand the habits of canids in the cityscape and 
also to investigate how residents can coexist with their neighborhood fox. The 
project will continue into fall with new and old members gaining valuable 
telemetry experience tracking these enigmatic creatures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our organization will be sponsoring five students to the national conference in 
Raleigh, NC this October. Preparations are well underway, including finalizing 
the quizbowl team. Looking back, it was another semester for the books with 
many TWS members away starting that great summer job experience. I am 
eager to serve as the new president and backed by an outstanding officer team, 
it is looking to be another eventful year in Madison! 
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University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
 
By Lisa Zoromski, President     
 
My name is Lisa Zoromski, and I am truly honored to introduce myself as the 
new UWSP Wildlife Society President. I served as a chapter officer the past 
two years as Vice President and Treasurer, and I am excited to take on this new 
role. This year, I also serve as the Wisconsin TWS student representative. Our 
chapter accomplished a lot this past year. 
 
Our 22 student led research projects contributed to over 6,000 volunteer 
hours. There were 14 professional speakers that presented at our TWS 
meetings. Members had participated and presented in 5 different conferences 
and 2 research symposiums. There were 20 posters presentations from TWS 
members just at the UWSP symposium alone. Our chapter had several 
educational programs for local schools, for over 330 students! Not to mention 
also planning the North Central Section Student Conclave. 
 
Conclave planning started almost a year ago; which included many hours of 
meetings. I was surprised at the amount of enthusiasm and help our chapter 
brought to hosting such a large event. About 20 students volunteered to help 
with conclave. Volunteering included leading workshops (teamwork, wildlife 

Olympics, telemetry), organizing speakers, writing sponsor letters, creating 
activities, budgeting, and much more. After conclave, each attending chapter 
contributed two votes for the two new North Central Section student 
representatives. I am ecstatic to say I now serve as one of the new student 
representatives! 
 
Around the same time as conclave, several projects were taking volunteers out 
and conducting research. Ruffed grouse telemetry, rabbit live-trapping, raptor 
road surveys, and woodcock research were just a few. Our chapter hosted a 
Wild Game Feed event with the UWSP Fisheries society, where 50 students 
enjoyed some delicious food. Some other events were volunteering at Sandhill 
Wildlife Area open house, a sharp shooting course, and a Tomahawk live trap 
tour. Elections were held for the 10 officer/board member positions. There 
were a very large number of election applicants this year (16!). All were 
extremely active TWS members. I look forward to working with the new board 
and TWS members.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

James Hansen- Ruffed Grouse telemetry 
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Wisconsin Center for Wildlife leads TWS firearm safety  
and shotgun shooting event. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandhill open house volunteer event 
 
At the last general TWS meeting, our chapter awarded a student of the year 
and project of the year. Student of the year went to Eric Canania. Eric was very 
active in TWS being the deer project leader, presenting at many conferences, 
and helping with various activities since he became a member four years ago.  
Project of the year went to the Canid project. This project alone had 35 
volunteers and 2,200 project hours. They presented at symposiums, updated 
objectives, and were very enthusiastic. Also, at the last meeting, Dr. Eric 

Anderson had one of his last presentations at UWSP, “Rules for surviving a 
zombie infested world.” With his retirement, we will truly miss having his 
infectious enthusiasm around UWSP.  
 
With Dr. Tim Ginnett’s promotion to Interim Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs and Dr. Eric Anderson’s retirement, UWSP was in search of two new 
wildlife professors. After searching through a large pool of applicants, two new 
faculty were chosen. We are excited to welcome Robert Lonsinger and Shawn 
Crimmins to our university. We were also lucky to be granted a Kennedy-
Grohne Endowed Chair in Waterfowl and Wetlands Conservation position, 
the second endowed chair position at UWSP, both chairs being in wildlife. 
Congratulations to Jacob Straub, our new endowed chair. UWSP now has 8 
wildlife faculty!  
 
Each year our chapter and wildlife program grow. I am truly thankful to be 
elected as the new president to such a great organization. I can’t wait to see 
what our chapter will accomplish next year. 
 
 
 

2016 Student Conclave 
 

Submitted by Lisa Zoromski, 2016 Conclave Planning Chair 
 
On April 1-3rd, the University of Wisconsin- Stevens Point (UWSP) student 
chapter hosted the 2016 North Central Section TWS Student Conclave at 
Treehaven in Tomahawk, WI. There were 104 attendees from 12 chapters 
across 7 states. Many levels of TWS were represented at this event. Chapter 
members, officers, Wisconsin Chapter officers and board members, the NCS 
TWS past president (Mark Larson), and the National TWS president (Gary 
Potts) were in attendance. Conclaves are unique in the fact that they are 
specifically geared towards students. They provide fun opportunities to learn 
wildlife techniques and network. 
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2016 NCS Conclave group photo with Gary Potts on far right 
 
Conclave was given a theme this year, teamwork. The UWSP student chapter 
collaborates annually with the Wisconsin Center for Wildlife with a leadership 
series workshop. A teambuilding workshop was incorporated into conclave, 
with 80 attendees participating. Chapters used a nominal group process to 
come up with ways to increase membership numbers and engagement within 
their own chapters. Several team building exercises were incorporated into the 
workshop as well. This workshop taught attendees valuable teambuilding skills 
which they could bring back to their chapters.  

 
 
 
Teamwork activity led by ten 
UWSP students and Dr. Scott 
Hygnstrom through the 
Wisconsin Center for 
Wildlife. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Students had the opportunity to participate in a Wildlife Olympics activity, 
where they had to work as a team and were tested on field skills. Other 
conclave activities included quiz bowl, photo contests, nature photography, 
wolf howling, telemetry, and tie dying conclave t-shirts. There were several 
speakers from many different wildlife agencies that volunteered their time to 
present at conclave as well. 
 

 
UWSP Wildlife Olympics 
team being tested on their 

forestry skills. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ten chapters competed 

at the conclave 
quizbowl, led by the 
UWSP liaison, James 

Hansen.  
Congratulations to UW-
Madison for being the 
quiz bowl champions! 
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This event couldn’t have been as successful as it was without the help of over 
20 dedicated UWSP conclave planning committee members, 20 wildlife 
professionals, and 17 sponsors. Conclave created an excellent way for UWSP 
to provide additional leadership opportunities for members. UWSP viewed 
conclave as a huge success from increasing chapter involvement through 
leadership roles within their chapter, to increasing communication between 
chapters. UWSP really enjoyed hosting this event, and hope other students will 
benefit from the skills they gained at conclave. 
 
 

North Central Section – The Wildlife 
Society Update 

 

Submitted by Chris Newbold, 2016 NCS President  
 

The Executive Board of the North Central Section (NCS) has been busy this 
year working to the increase the services provided to our members.  The 
Section continues to support and recognize the outstanding work that our 
members accomplish.  We are currently soliciting nomination for the 
Outstanding Wildlife Graduate and Undergraduate Student Awards and the 
Professional Award of Merit.  The NCS also works to develop nominations of 
Section members for TWS Fellows Awards.  If you have a student or 
professional in mind that you think should be recognized for their outstanding 
work and commitment to the wildlife profession, you should consider 
contacting one of your NCS Board Members and developing a nomination for 
one of these awards.   
 
Providing quality professional development and continuing education 
opportunities to our members is a chief priority of the current Executive Board 
of NCS.  Currently, the Section is busy working on the 2017 Leadership Series 
training which is planned for the upcoming Midwest Fish and Wildlife 
Conference in Lincoln, Nebraska.  This planned workshop is sponsored by 
both the Section and the Midwest Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
(MAFWA) and is focused on providing leadership training to natural resource 

professionals ranging from students to seasoned professionals.  Please look for 
more information in the coming months regarding this workshop and plan to 
participate with us in Lincoln. 
 
The Section is also taking an active role in TWS’s Conservation Affairs 
Network by increasing communication, soliciting input and coordinating with 
national, section and state chapter representatives on wildlife policy issues that 
impact many of our members.  Several NCS Chapter members have stepped 
up to leadership roles to represent the Section on such matters as gray wolf 
delisting in the western great lakes region, feral hog control in the North 
Central Section states, and future funding in for fish and wildlife conservation.  
If you have a local or regional conservation issue that you think the Section 
should consider, contact one of the North Central Section Executive Board 
members. 

Service to its members is the primary function of any lasting organization and 
the North Central Section of The Wildlife Society is working hard to increase 
the service we provide to our members.  We ask for your help – get involved 
with the Section and help us find new ways to provide service to you. 
 
 
 

Alexander von Humboldt (1769 – 1859) 
 

Submitted by Chuck Pils, Member 
 
Born: Berlin, Germany 
Education: University of Gottingen 
 
Career: Geographer, Explorer, Botanist, 
Zoologist, Ecologist, Naturalist, Geologist 

• Became friends with literary giants 
like Goethe, mixed with scientists 
like Darwin, Cuvier, Lyell , & LaPlace; Emperor Napoleon and future 
revolutionaries like Simon Bolivar 

• Stated that the world was a single, web-like, interconnected organism  
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• Was an outspoken foe of slavery 
 
1799- 1804 
* With aid of large inheritance, journeyed to South America with friend Aime 
Bonpland; mapped & collected in Amazon, northern Andes, climbed most of 
Mt. Chimborazo in Ecuador (21,000 ft. highest recorded mountain at the time 
* Traveled through South America, Cuba and Mexico 
* Visited with Jefferson in U.S.-Both avid scientists 
* Served as an inspiration for Darwin & His voyage on the Beagle 
* Inspired Thoreau to weave science and poetry into one thick strand 
 
1804 to 1862 
Von Humboldt sailed to Paris in 1804 and wrote thirty volumes about his field 
studies. During his expeditions in the Americas and Europe, he recorded and 
reported on magnetic declination. He stayed in France for 23 years and met 
with many other intellectuals on a regular basis. 
Von Humboldt's fortunes were ultimately exhausted because of his travels and 
self-publishing of his reports. In 1827, he returned to Berlin where he obtained 
a steady income by becoming the King of Prussia's advisor. Von Humboldt 
was later invited to Russia by the tsar and after exploring the nation (from May 
20-November 13, 1829 travelling 10,000 miles using 12,244 horses) and 
describing discoveries such as permafrost, he recommended that Russia 
establish weather observatories across the country. The stations were 
established in 1835 and von Humboldt was able to use the data to develop the 
principle that the interiors of continents have more extreme climates due to a 
lack of moderating influence from the ocean. He also developed the first 
isotherm map, containing lines of equal average temperatures. 
From 1827 to 1828, Alexander von Humboldt gave public lectures in Berlin. 
The lectures were so popular that new assembly halls had to be found due to 
the demand. As von Humboldt got older, he decided to write everything 
known about the earth. He called his work Kosmos and the first volume was 
published in 1845, when he was 76 years old. Kosmos was well written and well 
received. The first volume, a general overview of the universe, sold out in two 
months and was promptly translated into many languages. Other volumes 
focused on such topics as human's effort to describe the earth, astronomy, and 
earth and human interaction. Humboldt died in 1859 and the fifth and final 

volume was published in 1862, based on his notes for the work. 
 
WRITINGS & INFLUENCES 
 
Kosmos: A Sketch of the Physical Description of The Universe 
Voyage to the Equinoctial Regions of the New Continent 
Personal  Narrative 
Natugemalde 
 
Von Humboldt greatly influenced George Perkins Marsh who predicted bleak 
future of natural world, as did James Madison.  Ernst Haeckel formulated the 
term “Oikos” or Ecology from Humboldt’s writings.  John Muir carried 
Humboldt’s books with him….developed the concept of Protectionism. 
 
 
 

Truisms - Contributed by Tom Bahti 
 

Shamelessly borrowed, stolen and plagiarized from other sources  
 

My bank balance is a constant reminder that I'm safe from identity theft. 
 

My people skills are fine.  It's my tolerance of idiots that needs some work. 
 

I meant to behave but there were too many other options. 
 

Depending on the amount of sugar, caffeine, alcohol and tobacco in me, I'm 
either a social butterfly or a ticking time bomb. 

 
Even duct tape can't fix stupid....but it can muffle the sound. 

 
My goal was to lose 10 lbs. this year.  Only 15 to go. 

 
I'm asking Santa for better presidential candidates. 

 
If you walk a mile in my shoes, you'll just end up at a bar. 
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I'm smart enough to know I make a lot of dumb decisions. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

WCTWS Executive Board 
 

 

Jason Riddle, President 
Jason.Riddle@uwsp.edu 

 

Derek Johnson, President-Elect 
Derek.Johnson@wi.gov 

 

Mark Pfost, Past President 
Mark_pfost@fws.gov 

 

Carey Strobel, Sec/Treasurer 
WCTWS.secretary@gmail.com 

 
 

Scott Hygnstrom, Board Member 
Scott.Hygnstrom@uwsp.edu 

 
Lesa Kardash, Newsletter Editor 

skuldt@uwalumni.com 

 

Amanda Kamps, Board Member 
Mandy_kamps@hotmail.com 

 
Lisa Zoromski, Student Rep. 

Lzoro502@uwsp.edu 
 
 

WCTWS Issue Committees 
 

Climate Change            Deer  
Vacant             Keith McCaffery 
             Keith.McCaffery@wisconsin.gov 
             
Farm Wildlife                          Forestry 
Mark Witecha            Ron Eckstein 
markjwitecha@yahoo.com                    roneckstein@charter.net                            
 

Furbearer            Government Affairs           
John Olson             Chuck Pils 
johnfolson@gmail.com           cmpils@sbcglobal.net 
  

Wildlife Damage           Wolves 
Daniel Hirchert            Randy Jurewicz 
Daniel.L.Hirchert@aphis.usda.gov       jurewrb@yahoo.com 
   

Webmaster   Facebook Administrators 
           Jamie Nack    Carey Strobel 
          jlnack@wisc.edu    Lesa Kardash 
 
Website: http://wildlife.org/wisconsin  
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wisconsin-Chapter-of-
The-Wildlife-Society/963763133656811    

mailto:Brian.Heeringa@gmail.com
mailto:Mandy_kamps@hotmail.com
mailto:Vacant
mailto:Daniel.L.Hirchert@aphis.usda.gov
mailto:jlnack@wisc.edu
http://wildlife.org/wisconsin
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wisconsin-Chapter-of-The-Wildlife-Society/963763133656811
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Wisconsin-Chapter-of-The-Wildlife-Society/963763133656811
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