
  

 

As I write this, I'm watching a family of Stellar's Jays in my 
backyard collecting seeds from my feeders. They're working 
together to store the seeds for the upcoming winter. As I 
watch these birds, I am reminded of all of you that are an 
integral part of our great State Chapter.  
 

I am always amazed and honored at all the hard work and 
cooperation I see from our members that make our chapter 
work so well. This has been a year of transition and change 
at so many state and national levels. Some of you might 
have also experienced transition in your work or personal 
lives. Transition is often accompanied by uncertainty. 
Despite the uncertainty we are seeing and hearing from our 
national leaders, one certainty is that the mission and goals 
of our State and National Chapters will not change. We will continue to advance the values of our organization and our 
membership. That is a certainty! I want to thank everybody that works hard to advance the values that unify our chapter in 
our commitment to the people and wildlife of the great state of New Mexico. 
 

Happy Trails, 
Scott  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If there is anything related to the conservation and management of our state’s wildlife that you would like to share with 
the membership in one of our newsletters, please email your submissions to our newsletter editor Ron Kellermueller at 
(ronald.kellermueller@state.nm.us), we want to hear from you!  
 

NM-TWS Website: http://wildlife.org/NM/ 

Follow us on Twitter: @NewMexicoTWS 

NM TWS Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Wildlife-Society-New-Mexico-Chapter/122478411098284 
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Carry-Fish App 
By Sgt. Kyle Jackson 

 

Imagine you are surrounded by the majesty of towering peaks and the tranquility 
that can only be achieved in a place far removed from civilization. You cast your 
line far out over the surface of a lake as smooth as glass (Figure 1). Your line 
sends ripples across the mirrored image of the surrounding peaks and morning 
sky. You feel a tug on the line as your fly disappears below the surface. You flick 
your rod up to set the hook and the fight is on! For all of those who enjoy the 
thrill of hooking a Rio Grande cutthroat trout (or any fish) in a high mountain lake 
in the wilderness, the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish (NMDGF) is 
pleased to bring you these treasured opportunities!  
 

As many know, the wide variety of angling opportunities afforded to the public                                                                                               
across the State of New Mexico is supplemented by NMDGF thanks to the work                      Figure 1. Horseshoe Lake          
crews in our Fisheries division and the help of conservation officers in our Field                                                                                                                                                              
of  Operations division. Natural reproduction alone is not sufficient to meet the demand for angling opportunities by the 
public. Our fisheries crews spawn, raise, and stock numerous species of fish in waters all over New Mexico. This is includes 
the wilderness lakes! You may ask yourself how this is done in light of the fact that wilderness areas are remote and 
inaccessible to our stocking trucks. Well, the answer may surprise you! We have an App for that! 
 

I would like to introduce you to our Carry-Fish App named Fizz Bomb 
(Figure 2). It is a robust operating system that works in all manner of 
rugged terrain and is ideal for the type of working conditions and 
inclement weather that can be encountered among the high peaks of 
New Mexico. The App has hardware options that are really gaining 
traction on the ground (Figure 3). These hardware options are designed 
to take the heavy wear and tear associated with this operating system 
and can be removed or replaced once the component wears out. 
Uploading and downloading of the product is somewhat slow (Figure 
4), but the App more than makes up for this by the sheer volume of 
product that it can carry. Other aspects of the operating system include 
a hardwire connection for greater control by the system operator 
(Figure 5).  
 

  Figure 2. Appaloosa Carry-Fish App “Fizz Bomb”.         

Figure 3. Hardware-horseshoes provide           Figure 4. Downloading the product.                   Figure 5. Capt. Ty Jackson connected to the  
grip and protection.                                                                                                                                   App via hardwire. 
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Carry-Fish App, continued 
 

Or if the operator prefers freedom of movement and use of hands for 
other purposes, the App can be used in “hands free” mode for select 
operations (Figure 6). Hands free mode should not be used when 
uploading or downloading the product; doing so could result in a 
catastrophic failure of the operating system and possible personal 
injury. Hands free also not available in some versions! The App is 
extremely versatile and with a few minor changes to software, the App 
can be modified to meet other operational needs (Figure 7).  NMDGF is 
dedicated to using all manner of resources to exceed the expectations 
of our clientele. We literally climb the tallest mountains to provide 
excellent service!  

 Figure 6. Hands free mode (not actual App, display           
 version only). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7. Packing salt to Bighorn Sheep and retrieving a Bighorn head.                                    Sgt. Kyle Jackson and Sgt. Gabe  
                                                                                                                                                                     Maes (rear) delivering fish in the                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      Wheeler Peak Wilderness Area. 
 

Learning conservation in the field 
By Cpl. Tyson Sanders 

 

The morning was brisk as New Mexico Department of Game and Fish personnel prepared to host a conservation field trip for 
200 Berrendo Middle School seventh graders at the Bitter Lake National Wildlife Refuge on the last day of November. 
 

The wintering grounds for dozens of shorebird and waterfowl species, the refuge is a string of wetlands, sinkholes and 
springs along the Pecos River Valley near Roswell, providing an outstanding opportunity for outdoor recreation. 
It also provided the ideal educational opportunity for young students eager to learn. Even though morning temperatures 
were below freezing, it warmed quickly and the activities helped students stay warm. 
 

“The chill in the air wasn’t bad,” said Dennis Segura, sport fishing education coordinator for Game and Fish. “We were more 
focused on the geese, cranes, pelicans, ducks and other waterfowl at the marsh. The birds organized themselves, flying in 
formation. It was great to share such a beautiful scene with the students.”  
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Learning conservation in the field, continued 
 

To experience the magic a marsh has to offer, the time to visit is during the cool days of fall when migrating birds are 
pushed south. The time was right to provide these students with the memory of a lifetime. Logistically, however, 
department personnel needed a plan to best accommodate so many students. Rather than having them explore the refuge 
with idle hands, stations were created for the students to visit. "Our goal was to get them outside and get their hands dirty 
doing something science and wildlife related," said Jessica Sanders, Berrendo seventh-grade teacher and organizer of the 
field trip. So, with help from Bitter Lake National Wildlife Refuge personnel, the best locations were identified for an 
education centered around ecology and conservation. The students were divided into five groups of approximately 40. They 
were assigned a teacher to chaperone their activities and transitions and each station had a teacher to assist the station 
leader. 
 

Station one 

Students were provided a short background of Aldo Leopold, considered the father of modern wildlife management, and 
the work he did as a conservationist. A scavenger hunt followed along the Desert Upland Trail. Students acted as field 
journalists and were given the option to sketch wildlife and plant life, write poetry or describe in detail adaptations of 
native vegetation. 
  

Station two 

Steve Alvarez, outdoor recreation planner at the refuge, and I provided students with binoculars and 
waterfowl identification guides prior to taking a birding tour. The middle-schoolers were given instruction on birding 
strategies and what type of habitat might hold various species. Some had never used binoculars before, let alone using 
them to identify birds. The diversity was impressive, with youths spotting sandhill cranes, American white 
pelicans, American coots, a loggerhead shrike, northern shovelers, mallards and pintails. "I learned there were more birds 
than I could imagine. I also learned that all animals connect to each other," wrote a student in a thank you letter. 
 

Station three 

Shawn Denny, fisheries biologist and conservation officer 
for Game and Fish, showed students how to conduct 
population surveys of fish. Minnows were caught using live 
traps which were then taken for measurements and 
species identification. He provided instruction as to how 
fish populations are sampled and how that information is 
used to manage fisheries in a wetland all the way to the 
ocean. “A lot of the students were excited to handle fish 
for the first time,” Denny said.                                            

         
 

 

     Northern Shoveler, photo by Mark Watson. 
Station four 

Jeff Beauchamp, Bitter Lake Refuge biologist, had students 
examine macro invertebrates under microscopes. “They 
looked at prepared slides with known specimens and then 
took samples from the nearby wetland,” said Kevin Holladay, 
conservation education coordinator for Game and Fish. 
“They found everything from damselfly nymphs to rotifers, 
arthropods and single-celled organisms. ”Students were able 
to use education they previously obtained in the science 
classroom and applied it to what they saw in the field. 
 

 

New Mexico News 

TWS News 

Announcements 

American White Pelican, photo by Mark Watson 



5 

 
 

Learning conservation in the field, continued 
 
Station five  

Holladay and Segura conducted an exercise called “Tugging on a Habitat.” “Students created a web of life to help 
understand habitat and predator-prey relationships,” Holladay said. “Students were assigned a laminated card with a 
plant or animal on it and then stood in a circle holding up markers. As the students created different connections between 
the plants and animals, the ball of string was passed between the markers.” Tugging on the string helped demonstrate 
how there is movement through the entire food web circle. “The string connections simulate real life connections in an 
ecosystem,” Holladay said. “The exercise is designed to show how plants and other animals share a common need for 
food, water, shelter and space along with the flow of energy and matter within a habitat.” This learning opportunity met 
several New Mexico State Standards and Benchmarks in science education. “While it is meant to be fun, the real reason 
we do this is to inspire the students,” Holladay said. Following the field day, a student wrote: "I just feel like this is 
something you guys enjoy doing and since I see that you like it, I'll probably consider doing it myself."  Another wrote: "I 
really admire Bitter Lake and plan to make more trips and memories there." 

 

So, with a little luck, maybe a few students were inspired to become future stewards of New Mexico’s plentiful natural 
resources.  
 

Free Fishing Day, a chance to get out 
Article and Photos By Zen Mocarski 
    

Maybe kids haven’t changed as much as many adults believe, they’re just looking for opportunities to get outdoors. 
That’s when electronic devices are put to bed, replaced by a fishing pole or a bow. Free Fishing Day could be an indication 
of the willingness of children to put away their various games and devices in favor of hands-on adventures. 
 

Family Adventure Day in Roswell was filled with smiling faces, but few 
electronic distractions. Kids 11 years old and under spent four hours 
fishing or participating in the Roswell Fire Department challenge 
course, learning off-highway vehicle safety on a simulator, shooting a 
pellet gun or taking a turn on the archery range. 
 

Makenna Steinruck, 10, tried everything available during the June 
event at the Spring River Zoo Youth Fishing Pond. Although she caught 
the second biggest catfish at the 2016 event, she hauled in only a 
plastic bag and a string this time around. That did little to dampen her 
spirits. This event “means lot of fun and seeing happy faces,” she said. 
“I’m happy because everyone else is happy.” 

 

Approximately 400 catfish were stocked in the pond for Free Fishing 
Day. Larry Vargas Jr. walked out with the largest catfish of the day at 4 
pounds, 8 ounces, Amaya Salas caught the largest fish for the girls at 3 
pounds, 5 ounces and Kai Espinosa took in the smallest first at 12 
ounces. “This is awesome,” said Nicolas Serrano, who brought two 
boys to the event. “There should be more things like this to get them 
off their phone and away from video games. There’s too much 
technology these days.” Serrano’s son, Alejandro, got the cold shoulder 
from the catfish, but scored 10 points at the archery range. “It’s nice to 
spend time together,” Alejandro said of his two working parents. The 
event moved to the Walmart parking lot for a number of years using a 
large plastic pool filled with fish, but it returned to the zoo in 2016. 
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Free Fishing Day, a chance to get out, continued 
 

“People talked about how they used to do it at the pond,” said Cpl. 
Tyson Sanders, a New Mexico Department of Game and Fish 
conservation officer who organized the event. “You could tell it was a 
fond memory of their youth and that’s what you want to provide for 
the kids.” The pond is open year-round to youth 11 and under and 
Sanders said although Walmart has been a good partner throughout 
the years, and the parking lot provided an opportunity, the pond 
offers a different experience. “I think being at the zoo pond is a great 
environment to give the kids a realistic view of what being outdoors 
is like,” he said. “Plus, it’s within bike-riding distance for many of the 
kids. It’s an actual place they can go.” 

 

The event was just one of many and for that one day a license is not 
necessary to wet a line in New Mexico waters, but all bag limits must 
be obeyed. “It’s a day fishing is made easy for everybody,” Sanders 
said. “Those who may not have had an interest have a chance to fish. 
You see a lot of people out on Free Fishing Day. It’s an opportunity to have a great experience.” 

 

Fire department personnel were also on hand and created a Kiddie Combat Challenge course for attendees to navigate. 
“We enjoy being out in the community interacting with the public,” said Lt. Miguel Flores, of the Roswell Fire Department. 
“We use the challenge at a lot of public events. Sometimes we get kids that run through it 20 times a day.” Flores, 
however, was a bit envious. “I’d rather be fishing,” he said. “But, it’s neat to see kids out enjoying the outdoors rather than 
watching television or playing video games. I think there’s more to life than technology and events like this give the kids a 
reason to get away from that. Hopefully, by being out here, some will take the activity with them later in life.” 
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Tennessee Student Adventure in New Mexico  
Article and Photos By Daryl Ratajczak 

 

Some places are simply too big, too awe-inspiring, and too beautiful 
to keep it to one's self. 
 

That is exactly what Daryl Ratajczak, a wildlife biologist for the U.S. 
Forest Service (USFS), thought as he explored his new home within 
the Santa Fe National Forest in northern New Mexico. Daryl and his 
family moved to the Santa Fe area in December of 2015 when he 
accepted a position with the USFS after having spent twenty years 
working with wildlife in the state of Tennessee, the last five as Chief 
of Wildlife and Forestry for the Tennessee Wildlife Resources 
Agency. Moving west was a choice he made to fulfill a life-long 
dream of his to work in the Rockies and the move didn't disappoint. 
 

Daryl and Robert with the Cleveland State Community College wildlife students at Kasha-

Katuwe National Monument in Northern New Mexico. > 

 

"Everywhere I went I was blown away with the grandeur of what 
lay before me. I simply couldn't keep it to myself," said Daryl about 
his newly adopted home. 
 

What Daryl did next was above and beyond what most visitors to the forest would do. He picked up the phone and began 
making plans to share his experiences. One of the first persons he called was Robert Brewer, a wildlife professor at 
Cleveland State Community College (CSCC) in rural East Tennessee. He couldn't wait to tell his long-time friend about 
everything he had encountered in his new home. It was so drastically different than anything the two had seen in the 
Appalachian mountains of east Tennessee that he just had to try to coax him out there. Then it dawned on him. Why not 
make it a wildlife adventure for Robert and all of his wildlife students at the small community college? 

 

"I called up Robert and told him he simply had to figure out a way to get his kids out here. They just had to see all the 
amazing sites New Mexico had to offer. The written descriptions and pictures on my blog, simply did not do this place 
justice." That is when Robert said the magic words, "Let's do it!" 

 

Over the next six months Robert struggled to find a way to get his Wildlife Society class across the country without asking 
them to pay for it out of their own pocket. Being from a small rural town thirty miles north of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
many of the kids were hard-pressed for money. Their big break came in early spring when Robert received a grant through 
the CSCC's Cultural Resources Department. That enabled Robert to secure airfare and ground transportation for himself, 
another instructor, and fourteen wildlife and forestry resource students, all of whom were members of the college's 
Wildlife Society chapter. 
 

As soon as he received news of the students good fortune with the travel grant, that is when Daryl went to work. He put 
the idea down on paper and named it the Student Wildlands Adventure Program (SWAP) and began pounding the 
pavement seeking sponsorships for the kids to cover their lodging and meals. He wanted the experience to be a positive 
life-changing event for the kids and having the students worrying about how to pay for it simply wasn’t going to cut it. So 
he just started telling people about the crazy idea he had and never turned down any assistance. 
 

"I couldn't believe all the people coming out of the woodwork to help," he explained. "Folks found out about what we 
were trying to do for the kids and they wanted to help in any way they could. Family and friends were literally offering to 
buy the gear and food for the kids." 
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Tennessee Student Adventure in New Mexico, continued  
 

In fact, as Daryl was checking out of Walmart with two shopping carts 
full of sleeping bags and pillows, the gentleman in front of him couldn't 
help but inquire why he was buying sixteen of each. Admittedly it was 
an odd sight. After he explained what they were doing for the kids the 
man gave Daryl a business card and offered to furnish pre-packaged 
deli sandwiches for the kid’s lunches. A complete stranger provided 
two days’ worth of lunches. 
 

National Park Service and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service staff teach the CSCC students about the 
importance of predators within the ecosystem. > 

 

"It was amazing. The generosity the community showed truly blew me 
away. Even folks from my Facebook page who follow me because of my 
blog, who I have never even met before, were offering to help." 

 

Daryl was determined to solicit support and collect enough donations to ensure the kids did not have to pay a dime for 
food or lodging, even if it meant putting the students up at his house for half the trip. Fortunately, the weather forecast 
called for a break in the rain and Daryl's backyard would soon look like a squatter’s convention. Being wildlife professionals 
in training, he figured the kids were well-adapted to sleeping under the stars. And they were! 
 

Upon their arrival at the ABQ Sunport in the early May, the Tennessee students were treated to an adventure of a lifetime. 
Field trips were arranged throughout Northern New Mexico and were designed to teach the students about all the western 
ecosystems. The destinations ranged from arid Pinyon-Juniper habitats in the Chama River Canyon to the sub-alpine spruce
-fir forests atop Sandia Crest, and everything in between, all of which were new to the eastern visitors. And that wasn’t all 
the students were shown. 

< Trout streams in the west are often much different than the trout stream associated with Tennessee. This stream is 
just now returning to normal after the catastrophic Los Conchas fire in 2011. 
 

Numerous state and federal agencies as well as non-government organizations chipped 
in their expertise and donated staff time to lead field trips. Participating agencies and 
organizations included: the U.S. Forest Service, National Park Service, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, and the New Mexico 
Wildlife Federation. Their experience and field knowledge regarding wildlife allowed 
many of the students to see elk, mule deer, and bighorn for the very first time. The 
students even got to see trail camera pictures of a mountain lion that had passed 
through the area a few days before their arrival. But it wasn't just a wildlife adventure 
either. 
 

Given the rich cultural history of 
Northern New Mexico, the kids 
were also treated to a tour of 

Poshuiunge, a large ancestral Pueblo ruin outside of Abiquiu. They 
were even given a talk by a member of the Jemez Pueblo regarding 
the rich history of the Jemez people and their long-standing 
relationship to the mountains. Undoubtedly, the CSCC's cultural 
department would have been very pleased. 
 

Robert Brewer (pointing) seeking advice from U.S. Forest Service Archeologist, Mike Bremer, at 
Poshuiunge cultural site, an ancient pueblo ruin. > 
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Tennessee Student Adventure in New Mexico, continued  
 

When all was said and done, the students and instructors had a 
whirlwind 10-day adventure with many of them returning home 
with a renewed faith in protecting our country’s natural and cultural 
resources. Given that this was the whole point of the program, their 
leaders were also quite pleased. 
 

“I can’t wait to start planning next year’s adventure,” said Daryl. 
“Our hope is to swap destinations and send a crew of New Mexico 
students to the Appalachian Mountains in Tennessee next spring so 
we could teach them about eastern ecosystems. Hmmm… now that 
I think of it, I guess you can say the ‘SWAP’ acronym is quite fitting.” 

 

The students had a chance to glass bighorn sheep at the world famous Rio Grande Gorge 
bridge. > 

 

We can only hope the Student Wildlands Adventure Program becomes an annual event. 
 

To learn more about the program, contact Daryl at daryl.ratajczak2015@gmail.com or follow his blog at: http://
nemophilosophy.blogspot.com/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

< CSCC student, Holly Merrell, stands in awe at the Rio Grande Gorge. Wheeler 
Peak, New Mexico’s highest mountain (13,159 ft.) looms in the distance while 
bighorn sheep skirt the cliff faces below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The CSCC Crew from the first-ever SWAP event (2017). > 
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Summer Southwest Section Tracks 
By Fidel Hernandez, Southwest Section Representative 

 

Summer is here.  It is one of my favorite times of the year.  Time seems to 
slow down, and the campus becomes quiet.  I also enjoy the tranquility that 
descends upon the town as students and folks leave for summer or 
vacation.  Yes, summer is a time for relaxation and a bit of get-away.  Before 
I do, though, I have one item on my to-do-list:  update you on the latest 
happenings at TWS.  
 

TWS Leadership Succession 

As you know, TWS announced in April the selection of its new Executive 
Director, Ed Thompson.  Ed presently serves as the Chief Operations Officer 
(COO) for TWS, but he will transition from COO to his new role on 1 July.  
The Wildlife Society is well along in preparations for the transition:  
organizing documentation and files, arranging the transfer of financial responsibilities, and planning for office 
restructuring.  These and other activities will continue through June as the transition gets closer.  You may learn more 
about Executive Director Thompson at the following link: http://wildlife.org/tws-names-ed-thompson-executive-director-
and-ceo/ 

 

Our current Executive Director (ED), Ken Williams, has only a few months left before he enjoys retirement.  However, ED 
Williams has not slowed down.  Here are just a few activities he has been engaged in for TWS during the past month: 
 

 North American Wildlife Conference:  ED Williams and Government Affairs Program (GAP) Director Keith Norris met      
with representatives from the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies, the American Fisheries Society, and the 
Cooperative Research Unit to continue efforts and workshops focused on improving the linkages between science and 
management in a context of integrated natural resources conservation. 

 National Conservation Leadership Institute (NCLI):  ED Williams participated in a board of directors meeting for the 
NCLI to select the Fellows for Cohort 12.  It is exciting to mention that one of the fellows selected for this year was GAP 
Director Keith Norris. Director Norris will engage in leadership training over the next year along with 35 cohort fellows 
who represent many states and federal agencies as well as tribal and corporate interests.   

 US Geological Survey (USGS): ED Williams met with USGS staff regarding the TWS Cooperative Agreement with the 
agency to 1) schedule delivery of technical products under the contract and 2) plan for a new agreement for additional 
technical work and potential publication. While at USGS, ED Williams delivered a seminar to the Science and Decision 
Center and Ecosystems staff on the valuation of learning in natural resources management. 

 American Fisheries Society (AFS):  ED Williams and COO Thompson and met with leaders of the AFS on next steps to 
develop a framework for a possible joint TWS/AFS conference in Reno in 2019.  Stay tuned for more details as talks and 
planning progress. 

 

General Operations  
The positive trends in TWS membership continues to the present.  Membership as of May 2017 is  9,512 members, which 
represents a 6.7% increase from last year.  If individuals that are part of the Give-Back Program are included, current 
membership rises to 10,016 (+12.3% vs last year).  Recall that the Give Back Program is one of the new recruiting efforts of 
TWS to offer current members the ability to share a free 6-month membership with a colleague of their choosing.  
Nominees do not have to have to join TWS at the end of their 6-month free membership, so the current number of just 
over 10,000 members may decrease as the free 6-month memberships elapse.  
 

So how well is the program working?  Since the launch of the Give Back program in December, 504 nominees have signed-

on for the free 6-month membership.   
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Summer Southwest Section Tracks, continued 
 

If you did not take advantage of this opportunity last December, be 
sure to do so the next time you renew your membership.  It does 
not cost you anything more than a simple click of a box in your 
renewal form and the nomination of a colleague, who—if he/she 
accepts your nomination—will enjoy a 6-month free membership 
and many benefits.   
 

Publications  
The TWS publications are one of the common ways researchers 
have to get their information to wildlife managers and agencies.  In 
an effort to improve the journals, TWS is conducting a survey all 
authors (members and non-members) during the past 3 years.  TWS 
emailed the survey link during the first week of June with a follow-

up in the coming weeks.  If you are a recipient of this e-mail, please 
be sure to participate to ensure continued improvement of TWS 
publications. Your opinion and perspectives are important.   
 

Regarding other TWS publications, TWS has a books series 
agreement with the John Hopkins University Press.  Numerous 
books have been published in recent years such as Essential 
Readings in Wildlife Management and Conservation; Wildlife 
Habitat Conservation: Concepts, Challenges, and Solutions; and 
others.  TWS is proud to annoce the scheduled release in July of 
another book in this series.  The new book publication is called, 
Becoming a Wildlife Professional, and is an edited volume by Drs. 
Scott Henke (Texas A&M University-Kingsville) and Paul Krausman (Professor Emeritus, University of Arizona). The book 
represents a compilation of perspectives on the wildlife profession from students to early-career professionals to seasoned 
biologists.  Topics are wide ranging and include careers in wildlife, graduate-school advice for prospective students, 
student perspectives on higher education in wildlife, contemplations on the future of the profession, and many more 
topics.  For more information on TWS book publications, please visit the following website:  https://
jhupbooks.press.jhu.edu/books-published-association-wildlife-society  
 

Upcoming Annual Conference 

It is almost here….the 24th Annual Conference of The Wildlife Society will be 
held in Albuquerque, New Mexico during 23-27 September 2017!!!  This year’s 
conference theme is, Wildlife Conservation—Crossroads of Cultures.  The 
Plenary on Sunday morning will highlight the cultural factors that are 
important in effective conservation. New Mexico is an ideal venue for the 
conference given that the state has been a crossroads of native American and 
colonial cultures for centuries and the American Southwest has been a pivot 
point in blending culture into large-scale conservation practices on private, 
tribal, state, federal, military, and border lands. Collectively, the conference 
will feature 4 Plenary/Keynote Sessions, 950 educational opportunities, 40 
networking opportunities, 2 major networking events, 3 field trips, and much 
more.  The conference hotel is the Hyatt Regency Albuquerque located at 330 Tijeras NW, Albuquerque, NM.  Attendance 
to annual conference has been increasing in recent years.  Be sure to register early and book your hotel before it becomes 
filled.  To find out more about the conference, please visit the conference website at http://twsconference.org/. 
Well, that is it for now.  Enjoy your summer and we’ll see you in Albuquerque!     
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NMDGF Conservation Officers, Field Notes 

By Tyson Sanders 

 

There are times when a seemingly simple report 
leads to something larger in scope. 
 

Responding to a call about a group of individuals 
skinning a Barbary sheep on private property in 
February 2016, Zach Chavez, a conservation officer 
with the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, 
witnessed six individuals on Rio Hondo Ranch, land 
legally posted against criminal trespass. He watched 
as they packed out the sheep and engaged the group 
after they reached their vehicles parked on BLM land. 
                                                           
                                                                             
                                                                                                                                               Cpl. Tyson Sanders (Left) and Hatch District Officer Zach Chavez    

Daniel Gutierrez had killed a Barbary sheep, signed the license and punched a hole in it, which is a required step in the 
tagging process. But there was a problem. “It wasn’t his license,” Chavez said. “He was using a license that belonged to 
another person.” Chavez seized a custom Tikka 7 mm long-range rifle and scope, the illegally killed sheep and a license 
issued to Pat Luna. The case continued to develop when Tyson Sanders, a conservation officer with Game and Fish, 
recognized Gutierrez from Facebook pictures. “He was posing with a Barbary sheep he killed during the same license year in 
December,” Sanders said. 
 

It is illegal to harvest two Barbary sheep in the same license year in New Mexico. Sanders located a witness who saw 
Gutierrez kill the sheep in December. A third conservation officer, John Martsh, located a Barbary sheep hide brought into 
Majestic Monarch Taxidermy. “Gutierrez called the shop owner the night before to provide his license number so he could 
be in legal possession of the sheep,” Chavez said. “Again, the license was for a different person who drew the license on the 
same draw application as Guitierrez.” Sanders followed up with a call to the license owner who said he had not harvested a 
Barbary sheep, but was planning to hunt the following weekend. “He also said he had not brought any Barbary sheep to a 
taxidermist during the license year,” Sanders said. “Although he did speak to Daniel, the license holder did not provide the 
license number, but Daniel did have access to his account and login information. 
 

Gutierrez, 47, of Edgewood, voluntarily gave up the Barbary sheep head from the animal he killed in December. He also 
forfeited his custom Tikka 7 mm long-range rifle and scope to the NM Dept. of Game and Fish. He pleaded no contest to one 
count of using a license issued to another, criminal trespass and unlawful possession of big game. Game and Fish will be 
pursuing $8,000 in civil penalties based on the nature of the violations. In addition, 20 points are needed for revocation of 
hunting, fishing and trapping privileges and, with his most recent violations, Gutierrez has accrued 50 points. 
 

Mark Quintana, 40, of Edgewood, Martin Sanchez, 47, of Portales, Donavin Sanchez, 26, of Lovington, Jared Sanchez, 24, of 
Portales and Patrick Ganaway, 22, of Lubbock, Texas all pleaded no contest to one count of criminal trespass. Donavin 
Sanchez was also wanted on an outstanding warrant and custody was transferred to state police. 
 

“There are lessons to be learned in the case,” Chavez said. “One of those is to keep your login name and password to 
yourself.” 
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Spring/Summer 2017 
 

TWS Journals Deliver Science-Based Wildlife Management and 

Conservation to a Broad Audience. Its All About the Impact! 
By Nancy Sasavage, Director of Publications and 
Communications for The Wildlife Society and the editor-

in-chief of The Wildlife Professional  
 

At the beginning of 2017, The Wildlife Society made a major 
commitment to increasing the impact of the Society’s peer-

reviewed publications: online access to TWS’ three journals for 
all members — from students to retirees — became our 
newest membership benefit. This means that you can read all 
the latest papers in each issue of The Journal of Wildlife 
Management, the Wildlife Society Bulletin, and Wildlife 
Monographs on any internet-connected device, anywhere, at 
any time. Plus you have access to the complete archives of 
these journals as part of your TWS membership. 
This new benefit, worth $75 and nearly the cost of an $81 full 
membership, reinforces TWS’ mission to inspire, empower and 
enable wildlife professionals to sustain wildlife populations and habitats through science-based management and 
conservation. It also means that everything TWS publishes, which includes The Wildlife Professional and Technical Reviews, 
is free to all members.  
 

Higher Impact in 2016 

Of course, a journal’s impact is also measured by its impact factor. Love them or hate them, impact factors have a large, but 
controversial, influence on the way published scientific research is perceived and evaluated.   
We were pleased to learn that the impact factors for each of TWS’ three journals increased in 2016. The Thomson Reuters’ 
impact factor ranking system is based on the number of times an average article is cited during the previous two years. 
The Journal of Wildlife Management’s 2016 impact factor was 1.897, up from 1.725, Wildlife Monographs’ was 5.750, up 
from 5.125, and the Wildlife Society Bulletin’s was 0.967, up from 0.781. 
This good news is truly a testament to the leadership of each journal. Paul Krausman serves as editor-in-chief of the Journal 
of Wildlife Management, Dave Haukos is the Bulletin’s editor-in-chief and Eric Hellgren, who recently stepped down, served 
as editor-in-chief of Wildlife Monographs for 10 years. Merav Ben-David was selected to replace him earlier this year.  
 

Planning for Future Impact  
The impact factor increases are an important milestone in TWS’  2015 – 2019 strategic plan, which includes themes of being 
an  organization recognized for expertise in science-based wildlife management and conservation and supporting, 
encouraging, and enabling members to conserve and manage wildlife through the application of science. 
You may also recall that earlier this year, you received an invitation to participate in a survey conducted by the Publications 
Subcommittee chaired by Mike Conner. We were pleased that nearly 900 members participated in the survey, as well as 79 
individuals who are not members, but have published in a TWS journal. The results, which are now being analyzed, will help 
inform the next steps we can take to improve our journals and attract more submissions. Speaking of submissions, member 
interested in submitting papers to TWS’ journals, can easily access the recently updated unified author guidelines to find out 
more. We want to encourage all members to submit papers to our journals. 
 

More Readers Equals More Impact 

Without a doubt, the impact of TWS’ journals is growing! In 2017, when online journal access became a TWS membership 
benefit, we greatly expanded the number of members who can regularly read each issue. In addition, last year the number 
of subscribing institutions grew by 25 percent for Journal of Wildlife Management to 4,251 worldwide and nearly tripled for 
the Wildlife Society Bulletin to 1,503. This means wildlife biologists nearly everywhere have access to and potentially can 
read our journals.  
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Spring/Summer 2017 
 

TWS Journals Deliver Science-Based Wildlife Management and 

Conservation to a Broad Audience, continued 
 

By more widely disseminating research on wildlife management and conservation that is scientifically based, TWS is working 
to  have a positive impact on the sustainability of wildlife populations for future generations. As always, watch for 
announcements about TWS’ journals on www.wildlife.org and in the weekly eWildlifer.   
 

How to Access TWS Journals 

To view the journals in the Wiley Online Library, simply login to the TWS website. Under the “Publications” tab, you will find 
the list of journals. Click on the one you want to view, which will take you directly to that journal’s landing page on the Wiley 
website. You can also sign up for automated delivery of the table of contents so that you are notified when each new issue 
is posted. This service is not part of your membership, so must register on the Wiley website. Free apps for the TWS’ 
journals are available for both Apple and Android users. Go to the app store and search for the name of the journal to 
download the app. To access the content, you will need to enter your TWS user name and password. 

 

The Journal of Wildlife Management, published since 1937, is one of the world’s 
leading scientific journals covering wildlife science, management and 
conservation. Published eight times per year, Editor-in-chief Paul R. Krausman 
emphasizes that the journal publishes papers focusing on aspects of wildlife that 
can assist management and conservation by providing life-history data, 
modeling, new analytical and quantitative approaches, theory, and new 
approaches to understand human dimensions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wildlife Monographs, published since 1958, are single-topic, peer-reviewed 
studies on specific problems and issues in wildlife science, management and 
conservation. After 10 years, Editor-in-chief Eric Hellgren stepped down early 
this year. He was replaced by Merav Ben-David.  
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Spring/Summer 2017 
 

TWS Journals Deliver Science-Based Wildlife Management and 

Conservation to a Broad Audience, continued 
 

 

Editor-in-chief David Haukos says the Wildlife Society Bulletin focuses on 
manuscripts that directly assist with on-the-ground management and 
conservation. The Bulletin got its start in 1973. After a brief hiatus, it was re-

launched as an online-only journal in 2011. This peer-reviewed publication, 
published four times per year, contains papers related to wildlife management, 
law enforcement, education, economics, administration, ethics and more. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Memorium, Brian Lang, January 29, 1958-March 1, 2017 
A Personal Remembrance 

By Mark Watson 

 

I met Brian around 1990 when he first moved to New Mexico from Indiana to 
be with his future wife Julie.  Brian, Julie and I worked together at the original 
REI in Albuquerque Old Town.  Brian and I worked in the REI warehouse, and 
we often joked about how the manager stuck us in back so we didn’t insult 
customers returning used merchandise.  After working with Brian for a while, 
it was clear he was not cut out for retail, and he was not shy about reinforcing 
that perception.  Brian hated hanging clothes on hangers, even if they were 
the trendiest new Patagonia fleece jackets.  Brian rejected fads requiring the 
latest yuppy-wear.  He refused to conform to the style de jour, routinely 
wearing a t-shirt, shorts and sandals.  Although Brian exuded a tough exterior, 
in the following decades I would learn that Brian was in fact a kind, generous, 
caring person that would literally give you the t-shirt off his back.  
 

I viewed Brian as a mentor while we were both at UNM, with Brian taking 
high-level graduate classes while I worked on my undergraduate degree.  
Brian vouched for my reliability and got me a part-time job with him sorting 
fish in the Museum of Southwestern Biology.  I lacked talent at differentiating 
the diagnostic minutiae of fish fry, and only lasted a couple of weeks; a month 
at most.  I knew this reflected poorly on Brian, since he had recommended 
me, but he never held a grudge.  In fact, he supported my decision to take a 
field job in Mexico, since he had spent extensive time in Latin America 
conducting biological research and was fluent in Spanish.                                           Brian Lang, Studying the Socorro Isopod. 
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In Memorium, Brian Lang, continued 
 

Later while working for the New Mexico Department of Game and Fish, I would seek opportunities to accompany Brian into 
the field in an attempt to absorb some of his extensive knowledge of the state’s biological diversity.  Brian was a state and 
regional expert on mollusks and crustaceans, the only invertebrates that the Department has authority over.  On one 
occasion I accompanied Brian to capture fish in the lower Pecos River to use as hosts for larval Texas Hornshell Mussels in a 
captive refugia.  After a long hot day of seining, waist deep in the river for one last haul, Brian looked at me wryly and said 
“Marco, when I was a kid I used to pee in the swimming pool.  Now I’m gonna pee my shorts just cause I can”.  My response 
was to laugh and shrug it off as Brian being Brian.  In retrospect, I recognize this statement as a reflection of the free and 
pure spirit that Brian was, from the Brian that rejected conformity because conformity was expected.  Like kids, we both 
peed our shorts in the river, just because we could. 
 

The last time I saw Brian was in September 2015, while doing a riparian assessment on Double E Ranch in the Gila.  With 
typical exuberance, Brian caught a Chiricahua Leopard Frog and held it while I photographed it for documentation, releasing 
it unharmed.  Later that day we discovered a huge cottonwood tree, and Brian and others tried to encircle it with their arms 
for a photograph.  Throughout the day, Brian continued to show the same excitement, respect and awe for nature that was 
his spirit since childhood.  Late that day we returned to our camp on Bear Creek under Arizona sycamore trees, exhausted 
from the day’s work.  With the late day’s sun reflecting heat and soft rose light off the surrounding cliffs, with bighorn sheep 
looking down on us, forever undaunted, Brian launched into his hilarious Boudreaux jokes.  For that evening, I appreciated 
the rare opportunity to be with Brian, my friend and mentor for decades, in such a beautiful place. 
 

Brian died tragically and heroically trying to save his dog 
from drowning, which is a reflection of how he lived his life.  
Brian dedicated his life to saving springsnails, talussnails, 
and other critters that few people know of or care about.  
He was tireless and selfless in educating others about their 
intrinsic value and the need to protect them.  Now that 
Brian is no longer with us, I wish I had been a better friend.  
But wherever Brian is, I know he does not hold a grudge.                                                                                                               
 

 

   Brian Holding a Chiricahua Leopard Frog at the Double E Ranch. ^ 

 

 

   Brian and Others Measuring a Giant Cottonwood at the Double E. > 
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New Mexico Chapter - 
The Wildlife Society 

P.O. Box 35936  
Albuquerque, NM 87176 

We’re on the Web! 
Check out our new website that was created 
last year.  http://wildlife.org/nm 

N E W  M E X I C O  C H A P T E R  O F  T H E  W I L D L I F E  S O C I E T Y  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Form 

 

  

 

First name   

Last name   

Organization   

Address   

City   State   ZIP   

Telephone (day)   Fax   

Email   

NM-TWS is an active affiliate of The Wildlife Society that is dedicated to 
promoting sound management and conservation of New Mexico's 
wildlife resources. 

Membership is open to all professionals, students, and laypersons 
interested in wildlife research, management, education, and 
administration.   

Our chapter works to maintain communication among wildlife 
professionals; encourages communication between those professionals 
and the general public; supports continuing education through grants, 
workshops, and regional meetings; encourages student involvement in 
the wildlife profession; and actively participates in shaping 
management and conservation policy through letters, public 
statements, and resolutions. 

 

Please join or update your membership today! 
Thank You! 

Please complete the membership form and mail it with your $8 dues to: 
The Wildlife Society 

New Mexico Chapter 

P.O. Box 35936 

Albuquerque, NM 87176-3593 

For updates to your mailing or email address  
please contact Dan Collins, dan_collins@fws.gov 

mailto:dan_collins@fws.gov

