
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Weeks of Friday, June 27th through August 22nd 2014 
 

Check out the chapter on Facebook at: 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Wildlife-Society-New-Mexico-Chapter/122478411098284 

 
1. Submit material for NM TWS summer newsletter by August 31st, 2014 
2. Contact NM TWS president if you want to help designing a chapter t-shirt 
3. Rain Harvesting Workshop for Wildlife II hosted by Pueblo of Sandia October 

20-22nd, 2014 
4. Experts Release Recommendations on Wildlife Trafficking Plan 
5. United Is Using Its Planes To Track Butterflies And Birds From Above 
6. Kansas to pursue prairie chicken breeding program 
7. FWS Finalizes Protections for Garter Snakes  
8. Former TWS President to Lead USGS Cooperative Research Units 
9. Obama Proposes Disaster Funds for Fighting Wildfires 
10. Wildlife corridors sometimes help invasive species spread, UF research finds 
11. Ebola outbreak a 'call to arms' for disease prevention 
12. Climate Change Starts to Bite. And Sting, Itch, Suck and Stink.  
 

## 
 

1. Submit material for NM TWS summer 
newsletter by August 31st, 2014 

 
Please submit material that you would like to be included in the NM TWS 
summer newsletter by August 31st, 2014 to the Newsletter Editor Ryan Walker 
(ryan.walker@state.nm.us). Any articles or other information sent to Ryan after 
that date will be used in the fall newsletter. 
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https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Wildlife-Society-New-Mexico-Chapter/122478411098284
mailto:ryan.walker@state.nm.us


2. Contact NM TWS president if you want to help 
designing a chapter t-shirt 

 
The NM TWS chapter wants to make a t-shirt available to the membership. But 
first we need a good design. If you are artistically inclined or otherwise interesting 
in helping the chapter design a t-shirt, please contact chapter President Jimmy 
Cain (jwcain@nmsu.edu). 
 

## 
 

3. Rain Harvesting Workshop for Wildlife II 
hosted by Pueblo of Sandia October 20-22nd, 
2014 

 
The Pueblo of Sandia is hosting a “Rain Harvesting Workshop for Wildlife II”, on 
October 20-22, 2014.  The workshop will be capped at 45 participants. This 
workshop will be beneficial to all and has various uses not only for wildlife but, 
farming, domesticated/range animals, home uses, and even for feeding the birds.  
The fee associated with the workshop is $125.00, which covers lunches, snack 
and drink breaks, educational materials/handouts, and a great learning 
experience. 
 
Please see the attached registration form which can be submitted along with fee 
payment to Timothy Smith (tsmith@sandiapueblo.nsn.us; (505) 771-5083). 
Questions regarding the workshops can be sent to Timothy or Maceo Martinet 
(Maceo_Martinet@fws.gov; (505) 761-4752). Please see attached draft agenda 
for more details on the workshop. 
 

## 
 

4. Experts Release Recommendations on 
Wildlife Trafficking Plan 

 
By Kate Bissell June 25, 2014 
 
The Federal Advisory Council on Wildlife Trafficking (Council) — an advisory 
body of experts in wildlife trade — recently released a list of specific 
recommendations on how to implement the President’s National Strategy for 
Combating Wildlife Trafficking announced in February. The Council is led by 
Judith McHale, former Undersecretary of State for Public Diplomacy and Affairs 
and includes members from the World Wildlife Fund, Wildlife Conservation 
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Society, and African Wildlife Foundation. The document will now be reviewed by 
the Presidential Task Force on Wildlife Trafficking, a panel of federal officials 
headed by Secretary of State John Kerry and Secretary of Interior Sally Jewell. 
The Council and Task Force will work jointly to implement the recommendations 
once they are finalized. 
 
The U.S. is one of the world’s largest markets for both legal and illegal wildlife 
and wildlife products. The national strategy seeks to address these and other 
issues by acting as a guiding document to direct U.S. federal agencies to share 
information and resources to address the problem of illegal wildlife trade, which is 
purported to bring in over $19 billion per year to international crime syndicates. 
 
The Council’s recommendations fall within three main categories — 
strengthening enforcement, reducing demand, and expanding international 
cooperation and commitment. In order to strengthen enforcement, the Council 
proposes an increase in funding for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, the three U.S. agencies mainly responsible for enforcing 
wildlife-related laws. The Council further recommends that U.S. federal law 
enforcement agencies increase the number of wildlife trafficking prosecutions, 
seek more serious punishments for violators, and expand undercover 
investigations into suspected wildlife trafficking operations. 
 
By convening experts in behavior change and communication, the Council hopes 
to achieve more effective demand reduction strategies. Specifically, in order to 
make poaching-related activities socially unacceptable in countries where most 
poaching occurs, plans to facilitate behavior change should be encouraged and 
matching funds provided for private initiatives which engage in these pursuits. 
 
To meet the Council’s recommendation on expanding international cooperation 
and commitment, the U.S. CITES delegation is encouraged to aggressively 
advance the President’s agenda on wildlife trafficking. Further, the establishment 
of an African wildlife trafficking information center, which would provide a single, 
comprehensive and searchable database of information relating to African wildlife 
trafficking is highly encouraged. The information center would also provide a 
credible third-party source of information on population trends of particular 
African species of concern, such as the African elephant and rhinoceros. 
 
Sources: Greenwire (June 18, 2014), Federal Advisory Council on Wildlife 
Trafficking Report (June 9, 2014), USFWS (accessed June, 2014) 
 
Article link: http://news.wildlife.org/featured/recommendations-to-implement-
wildlife-trafficking-plan-released/  
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5. United Is Using Its Planes To Track Butterflies 
And Birds From Above 

 
Adam Clark Estes   2 July 2014 5:30 PM 
 
United Airlines is working with the Smithsonian on a conservation project that will 
tag and track the smaller members of the animal kingdom. More specifically, the 
project will use radio receivers mounted on planes to create a low-altitude 
network of vanishing species like the monarch butterfly. All while you enjoy your 
complimentary beverage. 
 
The project is called Partners in the Sky, and it kind of gives you that oh-wow-
tech-will-save-the-world kind of feeling. The basic concept of tracking 
endangered species is hardly new. For years, we’ve been catching large animals 
like moose and strapping GPS-enabled collars to them. GPS chips are way, way 
too big for butterflies, though. That’s why Smithsonian Conservation Biology 
Institute worked with companies like Airbus to develop new tags that use simple 
VHF radio technology and weigh just 0.15 grams. 
 
The new United involvement is particularly exciting, because now the project has 
a reliable and relatively seamless method for collecting data. The chips are low 
cost, meaning researchers can start tagging everything from bald eagles to 
dragonflies, and United will start tracking the frequencies with receivers mounted 
on some of its 5300 daily flights. 
 
Again, it makes such good sense because it requires so little effort. “Aviation and 
aerospace companies deploy similar technologies and programs every day — 
whether in satellite navigation, communication and surveillance or in high-fidelity 
tracking,” said Allan McArtor, chairman of Airbus Americas who provides planes 
to United. “No industry is better positioned to help the public sector transform 
wildlife conservation and make a difference in the health of our planet.” 
 
Now if they could only find a way to alert birds of oncoming aircraft… 
 
Article link: http://www.gizmodo.com.au/2014/07/united-is-using-its-planes-to-
track-butterflies-and-birds-from-above/  
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6. Kansas to pursue prairie chicken breeding 
program 

 
Created: 07/10/2014 6:21 PM WHEC.com By: JOHN HANNA 
 
TOPEKA, Kan. (AP) — Kansas will develop a program for breeding lesser prairie 
chickens in hopes of getting the federal government to back off its listing of the 
bird as a threatened species, Gov. Sam Brownback announced Thursday. 
 
An Audubon of Kansas leader labeled the idea "far-fetched" and said it won't 
work because game birds bred in captivity typically don't have the skills 
necessary to survive long in the wild. 
 
Brownback, a Republican and a strong critic of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife's 
decision to list the bird as threatened, said he directed the Kansas Department of 
Agriculture and the Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism to draft a plan for 
such a program. Brownback spokeswoman Eileen Hawley said the program 
would round up prairie chickens in the wild, have them mate in captivity and then 
release them. 
 
The bird's listing as threatened means the federal government has oversight of 
state preservation efforts. It affects Kansas as well as four other states with 
prairie chicken habitats — Colorado, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas. 
 
Kansas has taken multiple steps to challenge the listing. Brownback and other 
officials contend it will damage the economy because farmers, ranchers and oil 
and natural gas producers face restrictions on their operations and potentially 
hefty conservation fees. The federal agency said in March the listing was justified 
by a decline of nearly 50 percent in the lesser prairie chicken's population 
between 2012 and 2013. 
 
The federal government must sign off on a captive breeding program for the bird, 
and Brownback said the state will seek the required permit. 
 
"We know there will be challenges to this program, but I believe it is worth the 
effort to restore the chicken's population and get this federal regulatory burden off 
the backs of hard-working Kansans," Brownback said in a statement. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service spokeswoman Lesli Gray said the agency couldn't 
comment on Brownback's plan because he just announced it, but the agency 
would review any request for a permit. 
 
"Obviously, the Fish and Wildlife Service is interested in working with any parties 
on conservation efforts," Gray said. 
 



But Audubon of Kansas Executive Director Ron Klataske said he doesn't see the 
federal government signing off on a captive breeding program, which he said are 
generally used now to breed game birds — raising them until they can fly for 
release into hunting areas to be downed within hours. 
 
"Wildlife agencies have abandoned that approach, decades ago," Klataske said. 
"I can't imagine that any qualified biologist would endorse this." 
 
Hawley said the program would be similar to one for the Attwater's prairie 
chicken, an endangered cousin to the larger and darker greater prairie chicken 
found in coastal grasslands in Texas. But Klataske called that program "an 
incredibly expensive" attempt at "propping up" a species near extinction. 
 
Kansas officials have said repeatedly that persistent drought caused the decline 
in the lesser prairie chicken's population, and its numbers would rebound with 
adequate rain. 
 
The Western Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies said last week that an 
aerial survey showed good rains in parts of the animal's five-state range led to a 
20 percent increase in its population from last year. The association said there 
were about 22,400 birds, up from fewer than 18,800 last year. 
___ 
 
Follow John Hanna on Twitter at https://twitter.com/apjdhanna . 
 
(Copyright 2014 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.) 
 
Article link: http://www.whec.com/news/stories/S3500042.shtml?cat=10065  
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7.  FWS Finalizes Protections for Garter Snakes  
 
By Mark Hofberg July 15, 2014  
 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) finalized a rule listing two garter snake 
species as threatened under the Endangered Species Act. The two semi-aquatic 
reptiles are native to New Mexico and Arizona and have been threatened by 
declining water resources as well as competition from invasive species. 
 
FWS released the final rule July 8 detailing how development – such as a 
proposed open-pit copper mine in Arizona – will affect groundwater supplies and 
in turn the garter snakes. Both species rely on riparian habitats for breeding and 
feeding. The northern Mexican garter snake (Thamnophis eques megalops) is 
largely terrestrial but derives most of its meals from streams and river-side 
environments. The narrow-headed garter snake (T. rufipunctatus) is more 
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aquatic, making its home in clear, rocky streams. Anything that reduces water 
availability or quality will severely damage the two snake species’ prospects for 
prey. 
 
FWS officials are currently developing the critical habitat for a future rule. The 
listing rule will go into effect August 7. 
 
Sources: Energy and Environment News (July 7, 2014), USFWS (accessed July, 
2014), Federal Register (July 8, 2014) 
 
Article link: http://news.wildlife.org/wpn/2014-july/fws-finalizes-protections-for-
garter-snakes/  
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8. Former TWS President to Lead USGS 
Cooperative Research Units 

 
By Cassie Martin July 23, 2014 
 
John Organ, former president of The Wildlife Society (TWS), has been appointed 
director of the U.S. Geological Survey’s (USGS) Cooperative Fish and Wildlife 
Research Units. 
 
In his new position, slated to begin August 25, Organ will oversee 40 research 
units at universities in 38 states from program headquarters in Reston, Virginia. 
As part of a collaborative effort between state agencies, USGS, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS), and the Wildlife Management Institute, cooperative 
units conduct cutting edge research for fish and wildlife conservation, provide 
technical guidance to cooperative agencies on natural resource issues, train the 
next generation of wildlife and fisheries biologists as well as provide continuing 
education for established natural resource professionals. 
 
Founded in 1935 by conservationist J.N. “Ding” Darling, the cooperative research 
unit program “has been one of the most productive science engines for fish and 
wildlife conservation in this country,” Organ said. “My job will be to direct the 
program relative to other federal priorities, work with other cooperative agencies 
to ensure the viability of the program moving forward, maintaining the integrity of 
this historic mission, and making sure it is relevant for our current needs.” 
 
Organ began his career in the cooperative research program at the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst. “That’s where I earned my Ph.D.,” he said. “So it’s 
coming full circle for me.” But for the past 35 years, Organ served with FWS 
Northeast Region in a variety of roles including wetland ecologist for the National 
Wetlands Conservation program, research biologist, and finally chief of the 
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Region 5 Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration program. Notably, he led the 
development of national wildlife damage management policies and helped guide 
management of numerous species including black bears, wild turkey, ruffed 
grouse, and river otters. 
 
Organ serves on numerous scientific and advisory committees and is currently 
an Adjunct Associate Professor of wildlife and fisheries conservation at the 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He is also a graduate faculty member in 
the Department of Ecology and Natural Resources at the Universidad Andres 
Béllo in Santiago, Chile, where he advises Ph.D. students in the Conservation 
Medicine program. 
 
Organ served as TWS president from 2006 to 2007. Ken Williams, TWS 
Executive Director and previous Chief of CRU, applauded USGS leadership for 
selecting such a highly qualified individual. “Unit Cooperators and partners are 
fortunate indeed to have John as the new CRU Chief,” Williams said. “He is 
highly respected as a scientist, administrator, and strategist, with a long record of 
involvement and deep understanding of the program. There is no doubt that the 
Units and their Cooperators will benefit from his leadership.” 
 
Article link: http://news.wildlife.org/featured/former-tws-president-to-lead-usgs-
cooperative-research-units/  
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9. Obama Proposes Disaster Funds for Fighting 
Wildfires 

 
By Julia King July 31, 2014 
 
UPDATE 
 
Last month President Obama requested $3.57 billion in a supplemental funding 
bill in the Senate, of which a much-needed $615 million will go to battling 
wildfires. The bill also includes language to fund future wildfires through a 
disaster fund account similar to procedures in place for other agencies that deal 
with natural disasters such as floods and hurricanes. 
 
A similar measure was introduced in the Senate last December, by Senators 
Wyden (D-OR) and Crapo (R-ID) through the Wildfire Disaster Funding Act 
(WDFA) of 2013 (S. 1875) (See related article). WDFA is an effort to stem the 
shortfalls in wildfire funding that have forced the U.S. Forest Service and 
Department of the Interior to utilize other budget accounts to cover wildfire costs, 
referred to as fire transfers. WDFA would replace fire transfers by allowing the 
use of disaster funds when wildfire spending goes above the yearly budgeted 
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amount. The bill has 16 co-sponsors in the Senate and the companion WDFA bill 
in the House (H.R. 3992) has 116 co-sponsors. 
 
The Wildlife Society is part of a coalition that supports the use of disaster funds in 
fighting future wildfires instead of relying on fire transfers. Wildfires in many 
instances are disasters and should be treated as such. Fire transfers also take 
money away from other important Forest Service and Department of the Interior 
programs including some that fund mitigation and prevention efforts for wildfires, 
as well as those that provide critical funding for resource management. 
 
Sources: Energy and Environment News (July 23, 2014), Energy and 
Environmental News (July 24, 2014) 
 
Article link: http://news.wildlife.org/featured/obama-proposes-disaster-funds-for-
fighting-wildfires/   
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10. Wildlife corridors sometimes help invasive 
species spread, UF research finds 

 
Writer: Julia Glum, jglum@ufl.edu Published: August 6 2014 
 
GAINESVILLE, Fla. – When the ants come marching in, having miles of linked 
habitats may not be such a good idea after all. 
 
In a classic example of the law of unintended consequences, new University of 
Florida research suggests that wildlife corridors – strips of natural land created to 
reconnect habitats separated by agriculture or human activities -- can sometimes 
encourage the spread of invasive species such as one type of fire ant. 
 
The findings are particularly important in Florida, where invasive species are a 
vexing problem. The Sunshine State plays host to animals such as Cuban tree 
frogs, green iguanas and feral hogs. In 2013, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission even sponsored a Burmese python hunting challenge. 
 
The discovery also comes as a team of explorers prepares to embark this fall on 
its second 1,000-mile expedition to raise support for the Florida Wildlife Corridor. 
The organization’s goal is to create a corridor stretching from Everglades 
National Park to the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge in Georgia. 
 
Could corridors be used by invasive species to spread across conservation 
lands? Sometimes, according to research by Julian Resasco, who led a study of 
red imported fire ants while he was a doctoral student in biology at UF.  Resasco 
and his colleagues found that one type of fire ant used wildlife corridors to 
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dominate recently created landscapes. Resasco’s paper is published in the 
August issue of Ecology. 
 
"Although habitat corridors are usually beneficial, they occasionally have 
negative effects," he said.  "Sometimes they can help invasive species spread in 
exactly the same way they help native species." 
 
The challenge for ecologists is to figure out when invasive species are likely to 
benefit from corridors.  Resasco's results initially surprised the researchers 
because invasive species are usually talented in their ability to invade new areas 
-- they shouldn't need corridors to get around. Fire ants turned out to be an 
exception that proves the rule. 
 
They have two social forms: monogyne and polygyne. Monogyne fire ants fly 
high in the air to mate and disperse, raining down to create new colonies. 
Polygyne fire ants, on the other hand, mate low to the ground and sometimes 
crawl short distances to create new colonies. They don’t spread widely and their 
colonies are dense.   
 
Resasco and his team went to South Carolina to study eight sections of land, 
each dominated by one of the two social forms. Each section consisted of five 
patches of regenerating habitat. Each patch was about the size of a football field. 
Some were connected by a corridor and others were not, allowing the 
researchers to study the influence of corridors. 
 
The researchers found that corridors significantly increased the abundance of 
polygyne -- but not monogyne -- fire ants. In polygyne sections, native ant 
species’ diversity was lower in patches connected by corridors than in 
unconnected patches. That was most likely due to the higher fire ant abundance, 
according to the study. 
 
Ultimately, Resasco said, whether corridors spread invasive species depends on 
dispersal ability: "It is not a coincidence that the readily dispersing monogyne 
form of fire ants doesn’t benefit from corridors, whereas the poorly dispersing 
polygyne form does." For better or worse, poorly dispersing invasive species are 
exceptional. 
 
More analysis is necessary to determine whether the effects of corridors on 
invasive species are transient or permanent. In the meantime, Resasco’s paper 
urges land managers to consider animals’ traits when making decisions about 
land corridors. In rare cases, their best intentions could backfire by aiding 
invasive species. 
 
Researchers from North Carolina State University, University of Wisconsin-
Madison, Michigan State University, University of Washington and the USDA 
Agricultural Research Service in Gainesville also worked on the paper. 



 
Resasco is now an NSF Postdoctoral Research Fellow in biology at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder. 
 
Credits 
 
Source: Julian Resasco, 352-222-5917, jresasco@colorado.edu  
Article link: http://news.ufl.edu/archive/2014/08/wildlife-corridors-sometimes-help-
invasive-species-spread-uf-research-finds.html  
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11. Ebola outbreak a 'call to arms' for disease 
prevention 

 
By Leah Burrows Aug. 14, 2014 
 
The Ebola outbreak in West Africa has killed more than 1,000 people, ground the 
economy of three countries to a halt and incited panic across the globe. The 
World Health Organization has called it a global crisis. It is the largest and most 
widespread Ebola outbreak on record and it could have been prevented, says 
Jonathan Epstein ’96, a veterinarian and epidemiologist. 
 
"This outbreak is a wake up call," says Epstein, an associate vice president of 
conservation medicine at EcoHealth Alliance, an international conservation and 
public health science organization. "Ebola has now shown that it’s not just a 
disease that causes outbreaks in remote parts of Africa and fizzles out. We’ve 
seen it has the potential to get out of control and spread internationally. But by 
understanding how the disease spills over from animals to humans, we can get 
ahead of the game and prevent future outbreaks." 
 
Epstein works on the front lines of zoonotic diseases, illnesses that spread from 
animals to humans. He has traveled the globe, researching a deadly role call of 
SARS, Nipah, Ebola, H1N1 and others. The severity and reach of this current 
outbreak can be attributed to multiple factors, Epstein says. 
 
The hunting of wild animals is both a tradition and a necessity in West Africa, 
where many rural communities live in poverty with little access to food and 
supplies. Misinformation, lack of information, fear and cultural practices have all 
contributed to the ongoing spread of Ebola virus.  That coupled with a mistrust of 
aid workers has proven to be a major impediment to containing this outbreak. 
Isolation and quarantine of patients is critically important for containing the Ebola 
virus, says Epstein, but when diagnosed, many patients have fled their villages 
and taken refuge in cities, spreading the disease in the cramped confines of 
urban living, eventually reaching a city with an international airport.  
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Response so far has been containment but that is only so effective, Epstein says.  
 
"Prevention is more effective than trying to contain pandemics," he says.  
 
The first step towards prevention is understanding which animals carry the virus. 
The suspected culprits in this case are bats, animals believed to be Ebola 
carriers, and a traditional food source of some West African peoples. But this 
strain could also have jumped from the carcass of another animal that may have 
been infected by bats, as was the case in Central Africa where great apes and 
small antelopes that died from Ebola were collected and consumed by hunters.   
 
Understanding which animals are carriers of zoonotic diseases and which 
animals are hunted or scavenged by local people could predict the next location 
of an outbreak.   
 
"A lot of the time, the practice of hunting and scavenging wild animals is done out 
of necessity," Epstein says. "It isn’t realistic to say, stop hunting wildlife because 
there is no alternative.  We need to come up with realistic alternatives that work 
with the local frame work." 
 
The next step is education, Epstein says.  Simple solutions like hand washing 
after handling or butchering an animal may go a long way in preventing infection 
and outbreaks.  
 
Zoonotic diseases are a global problem and need global solutions, Epstein says. 
 
Population expansion, intensive livestock farming, urbanization and climate 
change are pushing humans and animals into closer proximity, increasing the 
chances of disease spillover and, with more connectivity across the globe, 
international outbreak.  
 
“Ebola represents one of many wildlife viruses that have spilled over to humans. 
It may not be a major threat to the United States or Europe because of our strong 
public health infrastructure but eventually one will come along with high mortality, 
high transmissibility, and the ability to cause significant disease globally,” Epstein 
says. "But if we can find ways to prevent spillover from happening in the first 
place, which means changing the way we encroach upon and interact with 
wildlife and intact ecosystems, then we’ll be able to protect ourselves from the 
diseases we know about and those we have yet to discover." 
 
Article link: http://www.brandeis.edu/now/2014/august/jon-epstein-on-ebola-
outbreak.html   
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12. Climate Change Starts to Bite. And Sting, 
Itch, Suck and Stink.  

 
Dan Heyman, Public News Service – VA August 21, 2014 
 
RICHMOND, Va. – As concern rises about mosquitoes in eastern Virginia 
carrying disease, a new report suggests climate change means more of those 
and other pests.  
 
Norfolk health officials have found West Nile virus in a couple of neighborhoods.  
 
The report from the National Wildlife Federation documents a rise in mosquitoes, 
deer ticks, algal blooms and other outdoor problems because of global climate 
change.  
 
Jay Chancellor, the hunter and angler outreach consultant in Virginia for the 
National Wildlife Federation, says the report confirms what a lot of people who 
spend time in the outdoors are finding. 
 
"Climate change isn't just happening at the ice caps,” he points out. “It's 
happening in our back yards.  
 
“Right here in Virginia, we're seeing increased numbers of deer ticks, tiger 
mosquitoes, algal blooms, and it's really affecting people's enjoyment of the 
outdoors." 
 
Chancellor says the outdoors is a $13.5 billion business in the state.  
 
Many in the coal and oil industries have cast doubt on global warming.  
 
Report co-author and federation senior scientist Doug Inkley says researchers 
found pests increasing in number and expanding their range around the country.  
 
He says even poison ivy is growing faster and is becoming more toxic. 
 
"I'm talking about deer ticks,” he says. “I'm talking about poison ivy. I'm talking 
about fire ants.  
 
“All of these species are actually able to now proliferate because of the change in 
climate." 
 
Inkley adds researchers also documented a rise in stinkbugs and jellyfish 
because of climate disruptions.  
 



Chancellor says in the Blue Ridge the biggest issue may be the expansion of 
deer ticks and the Lyme disease they carry.  
 
He says it was enough to stop him from replacing his hunting dog, much as he 
wanted to, because the dogs can bring Lyme disease into the house. 
 
"Kind of looked around and said the mountain here is so dangerous,” he 
explains. “My neighbor's dog just got Lyme disease, my neighbor just got Lyme 
disease. I just said it's not really worth the risk." 
 
Article link: http://www.publicnewsservice.org/2014-08-21/climate-change-air-
quality/climate-change-starts-to-bite-and-sting-itch-suck-and-stink/a41189-1  
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