
Candidates for Wildlife Diseases Working Group 2017 

 

Chair Elect (vote for one candidate):  

KRYSTEN SCHULER 

  

I am a wildlife disease ecologist interested in the health of wildlife populations and associations with 

human and domestic animal activities and diseases. My focus is conserving free-ranging species for 

current and future generations’ use and enjoyment. This involves a multi-disciplinary approach involving 

risk analysis, field studies, human dimensions, and laboratory experiments. As the co-director of the 

Cornell Wildlife Health Lab, I work closely with the New York State Department of Environmental 

Conservation on their wildlife health program. Prior to relocating to New York, I served as a field 

epidemiologist with the U.S. Geological Survey – National Wildlife Health Center in Madison, Wisconsin 

investigating wildlife mortality events and training biologists in wildlife health around the country.  

I am a charter member of the Wildlife Disease Working Group and have served two-terms previously on 

the Board so I appreciate the importance of this body to TWS and wildlife conservation. One of the 

things I enjoy most is working with wildlife professionals and the public on wildlife health and 

understanding the contributing factors to disease outbreaks. Increasing my involvement in the working 

group will allow a greater opportunity for outreach in TWS. My goal is to move the need in wildlife 

health from an attitude of helplessness or apathy to a precautionary principle (prevent introduction of 

new pathogens that may represent a risk for wildlife without delaying action until scientific consensus is 

available) that involves all affected parties and examines a suite of options for risk mitigation. One of the 

themes I’ve recently been exploring is the public trust responsibilities of agencies in addressing wildlife 

health as part of their mandate to protect both present and future resources. I think this could be a 

powerful tool for the Working Group to use in advancing our mission. 

 

 

 

  



Secretary-Treasurer (vote for one candidate):  

ANNE BALLMANN 

 

I am a wildlife disease specialist/field epidemiologist at the USGS-National Wildlife Health Center 

(Madison, WI), a federal diagnostic and research laboratory dedicated to assisting state, federal and 

tribal management agencies investigate disease in free-ranging North American wildlife.   I earned my 

DVM at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville and my PhD in Comparative Medicine-Population Health 

at North Carolina State University (Raleigh).  I am actively involved in research and multi-agency 

coordination for bat white-nose syndrome (WNS) and currently serve as the Lead for the WNS 

Diagnostic Working Group as well as on the WNS National Coordination Team.  In addition to TWS, I am 

a member of the Wildlife Disease Association, the American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians, and 

the American Veterinary Medical Association.  I have participated as an instructor or co-organized 

several wildlife disease workshops and symposia sponsored by the Wildlife Diseases Working Group 

(WDWG) at annual TWS Conferences as well as workshops sponsored by the Wisconsin Chapter of TWS.  

I am currently serving my first term as the WDWG Secretary-Treasurer and would welcome the 

opportunity to continue serving the organization in this capacity for a second term.     

 

Board Positions (vote for three candidates):  

DAN WALSH 

 

Greetings! My name is Dan Walsh and I am a quantitative ecologist at the USGS National Wildlife Health 

Center.  My research interests involve quantitative aspects of disease ecology with a special focus on 

spatial epidemiology.  I work on a suite of wildlife diseases including bighorn sheep respiratory disease, 

chronic wasting disease, Newcastle disease, plague and others.  I received a B.S. and Ph.D. in Fisheries 

and Wildlife from Michigan State University; a M.S. from Colorado State in Fish and Wildlife Biology; and 



a M.S. in Statistics from Michigan State University.  I have been involved with TWS and the Wildlife 

Disease Working Group (WDWG) for some time, but I have not previously served in a leadership role 

with WDWG.  I am interested in serving with the WDWG because I strongly believe in the importance of 

its mission, and feel that contributing my time, enthusiasm and energy to the activities of the WDWG is 

a means to help fulfill it.  If elected I will work diligently to meet the needs of WDWG members and 

address disease issues facing the wildlife profession. 

 

KATRINA ALGER 

  

I am an early career professional in the field of wildlife disease research and management. I have an MS 

in conservation biology from the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and 

Forestry (SUNY-ESF), where I managed a collaborative research project between SUNY-ESF, Cornell 

University, and the New York Department of Environmental Conservation. Our work explored the 

diagnostics and epidemiology of lymphoproliferative disease virus in wild turkeys and investigated the 

potential role of this pathogen in the decline of turkey populations in New York State. Since graduating 

in 2015, I have worked as a biological science technician at the National Wildlife Health Center in 

Madison, Wisconsin, as part of the joint USDA-USGS national avian influenza surveillance project. I was 

also recently selected as a finalist for the Presidential Management Fellowship, and hope this unique 

opportunity will allow me to continue developing my leadership skills within the realm of wildlife and 

disease management.  I have been an active member in TWS and the working group since 2013, and 

served as the student representative to the WDWG board for two years. I have a special interest in 

interdisciplinary approaches to wildlife health and, if elected, would like to help the working group look 

for new ways to engage professionals from other fields (both within the TWS community, and 

externally) on this topic. I am passionate about supporting the mission of the working group, and proud 

of the voice we have had in national conversations regarding disease management. Serving this fantastic 

organization is an honor and I am excited for the opportunity to step back into a more active role. 

 

 

 



KEZIA MANLOVE 

  

Kezia Manlove is a disease ecologist and biometrician who lives and works in Bozeman, MT. She has a 

B.A. in biological modeling from St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN, and an M.S. in statistics from 

Montana State University. By October, she hopes she will also have a Ph.D. in biology from Penn State, 

focused on pneumonia dynamics in bighorn sheep. Following defense, she will start a postdoctoral 

position with the USDA, USGS, and Washington State University studying the relative value different 

data streams (spatial, cross-sectional, captive trials, wild longitudinal, etc.) bring to disease management 

at the livestock/wildlife interface. Her work on the bighorn system involved close collaboration with 

veterinarians, agency wildlife biologists, and academics, and drove her interest in disease research and 

communication across the participating disciplinary interfaces. The less-sheepy aspects of her research 

focus on predicting wildlife contact structures using readily available data sources, and understanding 

the long-term dynamics of chronic pathogens. Kezia spends her (mostly hypothetical) free-time trail 

running, skiing, and enjoying the Montana side-country with the all the other Bozeman ex-urbanites. 

She regularly attends national and chapter TWS meetings, and would be very excited for an opportunity 

to serve on the Wildlife Disease Working Group board. 

 

STACY ELMORE 

   

I began working in wildlife disease research in 2005 as a student volunteer at USDA/APHIS/WS National 

Wildlife Research Center. I completed a BS in wildlife biology and a MS in ecology at Colorado State 



University, followed by a PhD in Veterinary Microbiology at the University of Saskatchewan. My research 

experience includes studying the ecology of Toxoplasma gondii in the remote Canadian Arctic, and more 

recently, the ecology and management of wildlife rabies in North America. I am a 2017 fellow in TWS 

Leadership Institute and I am currently helping the WDWG board organize a publication for the Wildlife 

Professional. I am interested in running for a Board Member position with the WDWG so that I can learn 

leadership and communication skills from more seasoned wildlife disease professionals, and also add my 

voice to the working group as an early career professional. 

 

TODD SHURY 

  

Hello, my name is Todd Shury and I would like to include my name as a potential candidate for a position 

on the Wildlife Disease Working Group board. I have been the sole wildlife veterinarian for the Parks 

Canada Agency for the past 12 years based out of the Western College of Veterinary Medicine in 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. I have a DVM from the same institution and a PhD in epidemiology 

(University of Saskatchewan as well), where I am also an adjunct professor in veterinary pathology. I 

work closely with other wildlife agencies in Canada on infectious diseases of wildlife including bovine 

tuberculosis, brucellosis, chronic wasting disease, white-nosed syndrome and sylvatic plague. I also work 

closely with the Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative (CWHC) where I am an associate member and was 

previously an associate veterinarian with the Calgary Zoo for six years. I am a fairly recent member of 

the TWS and WDWG and became a member after attending the annual conference in Winnipeg in 2015, 

but have been involved with other wildlife disease organizations including the Wildlife Disease 

Association, American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians and the Canadian Association of Zoo and 

Wildlife Veterinarians (past president) for many years. I would like to help the working group achieve its 

goals of facilitating information exchange and communication with other organizations and agencies 

involved in prevention, research, surveillance and management of wildlife diseases in North America. I 

think I can bring a unique Canadian perspective that will help increase the effectiveness and broaden the 

reach and perspective of the working group. I hope you will allow me to sit on the board and I look 

forward to help the working group achieve some of its objectives in the future. 


