
THE MAINE CHAPTER OF THE W ILDLIFE SOCIETY 

FALL 2014 

TTHEHE   MMAINEAINE   WW ILDLIFERILDLIFER   

President’s Message ................................................. 2 

Maine Chapter’s Position Statement ............................. 4 

The Maine Bear Referendum—MDIFW ........................ 5 

I Care About Maine’s Bears ........................................ 8 

MDIFW Photographic Essay ...................................... 9 

Perspective From a Registered Master Maine Guide ......... 12 

Big John ............................................................... 13 

Chapter news/committee updates ............................... 14 

INSIDE THE MAINE WILDLIFER : 

Cover art based on a photo by Steve Hillebrand, USFWS 



PAGE 2 THE MAINE W ILDLIFER ,  FALL 2014 BLACK BEAR ISSUE 

PRESIDENT ’S MESSAGE BY LAUREN GILPATRICK 

I hope this black bear-focused issue of The Maine 
Wildlifer serves as a platform for articles, opinions, 
stories, and photos for both biologists and non-
biologists alike. There has been much banter in the 
media – what aspects of bear management are 
scientifically defensible and indefensible, what 
constitutes fair chase hunting, how the geographical 
division of Maine’s human population will sway the 
vote – the list goes on and on. Emotions have run high 
on both sides of the bear referendum issue, and frankly 
– a lot of money has been spent! 

What if the money spent on these campaigns had gone 
to more research, or spay/neuter efforts for domestic 
animals? What if the referendum was to only change the 
bait law to the “use of naturally occurring forage”? 
What is the role of the North American Model of 
Wildlife Conservation? There are still many questions, 
and likely more will arise depending on the outcome of 
this ballot-box biology decision. I have spent time 
reading both sides of the story, and hope others have 
done the same. Fortunately, we live in a country where 
it is our freedom to educate ourselves, and decide how 
to vote. But do these types of management actions 
really belong on a ballot question? The bottom line for 
me is that these recommendations are not coming from 
our State’s wildlife managers. Our State biologists are 
the informed experts we have entrusted with the 
responsibility of making wildlife management decisions. 
They are the people who eat, sleep, and breathe the 

biology behind the scenes – even after the votes are 
tallied. And honestly, I think they’re doing a great job.   

Throughout history wildlife biologists have faced 
challenging situations where political decisions 
influence the course of resource management. From 
federally listed endangered species to local land 
conservation issues, we have had to learn to listen and 
often compromise with multiple interested parties. 
With referendums like this, a biologist’s voice can seem 
small, but it should be a crucial component in the 
decision-making process.  

During the 2004 bear referendum, METWS members 
supported a position statement and information 
document, and a meeting was held before the vote 
(where the referendum supporters were invited, but 
did not attend). The Executive Board felt that updating 
the pre-existing Chapter documents from 2004 was a 
logical approach. The 2014 position statement and 
information document were closely based on the 2004 
documents, and updated information was included. We 
timed the fall meeting on November 7, 2014 - after the 
votes are cast - in an effort to create an atmosphere of 
looking forward. No matter the outcome on Election 
Day, we’ll likely have plenty to talk about at the awards 
dinner following the fall meeting.  

On a lighter note, fall migration is here! I’ve been 
hearing the telltale seeps overhead of nocturnal 
migrants making their way south. The expanded 
archery season is open for deer, the air is crisping, and 

(Continued on page 3) 

Eastern small-footed Myotis 
(Myotis leibii) 

Acadia National Park, 2014 

 
Photo credit: Carl Anderson 

Photo credit: Terry Spivey, USDA Forest Service 
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MAINE TWS CHAPTER NEWS     

joomla.wildlife.org/maine 

I’m craving apples. I was fortunate to work with bats 
again this summer, and I’m trying to keep an eye on the 
listing of Northern Long-eared bats in 2015. Want a 
break from bears? Look up small-footed bats in Maine – 
they are fascinating critters. During this heavily bear-
focused year it is good to remember that there are so 
many other wildlife species also needing attention! I 
hope to see many of you on Friday November 7th at the 
Fall Meeting at 5:00pm and the Awards Dinner, 
following at 6:00pm, at the Penobscot County 
Conservation Association in Brewer. 

 

(Continued from page 2) 

Photo credit: Lauren Gilpatrick 
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POSITION STATEMENT ON THE 2014 BLACK BEAR REFERENDUM 

The Maine Chapter of The Wildlife Society (METWS) is a scientific and educational organization comprised of 

professional wildlife biologists from across Maine. The mission of the METWS is to foster excellence in wildlife 

stewardship through science and education among wildlife professionals within Maine. METWS recognizes that: 

  ► humans are part of a functioning environment, and human use of wildlife resources must be carried out in a 

responsible manner so that ecological processes can continue to function and sustain a diverse and healthy 

environment.  

  ► participation in, or support of wildlife-related activities that do not have long-term detrimental impacts on 

wildlife populations or their habitats should be a matter of individual choice.  

  ► human wildlife-related activities should enhance the overall value of wildlife resources, and that these enhanced 

values improve potential opportunities to protect and perpetuate wildlife, understand its habitat needs, and improve 

its economic, cultural, and social importance.  

  ► options for wildlife management activities are developed by trained wildlife professionals and must be 

implemented and coordinated through resource management agencies that are legislatively mandated and 

empowered to do so.  

The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW), through its long-term black bear research 

program (1975-present) has some of the most extensive and comprehensive information on black bear populations in 

North America. Since 1968, MDIFW has used a public planning process that balances the sustainability of the 

resource with the desires of society to determine species goals and objectives. MDIFW has actively responded to 

changes in bear populations by manipulating season lengths, timing, and hunting methods to achieve species goals 

and objectives. 

Be it resolved that the Maine Chapter of The Wildlife Society opposes the referendum to ban the use of 

certain hunting techniques because: 

1. it subverts the species planning process that has been successfully used to balance scientific 

management and societal goals for over 35 years, and  

2.  it would limit regulated, responsible, safe, and sustainable human use of a highly valued species, and  

3.  it may restrict the ability of the MDIFW to manage the black bear population at ecologically, and 

socially desirable levels.  

Approved by the Maine Chapter of The Wildlife Society Executive Board on: August 15, 2014 

Approved by the Maine Chapter of The Wildlife Society Membership on: September 5, 2014 
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On November 4th, Maine voters will decide whether 
to ban the use of bait, dogs, and traps to hunt bears. 
The Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife, including our bear biologists, are opposed to 
this referendum because it will eliminate the most 
effective tools for controlling the State’s large bear 
population. 

Our Department is fortunate to have one of the longest
-running and most comprehensive bear monitoring 
programs in the world. For the past forty years, our 
biologists have monitored radio-collared female bears 
at 4 different study areas, and have ear-tagged hundreds 
of males. This information has allowed us to estimate 
annual rates of bear survival and reproduction, measure 
reproductive parameters such as age of first 
reproduction and average litter size, estimate 
population size and trend, monitor fluctuations in bear 
weights, and determine den entry and emergence 
dates. By ‘keeping our finger on the pulse of the bear 
population,’ we are also able to gain insights into many 
other aspects of the bear population, which has often 
led to focused research efforts with partners at the 
University of Maine and elsewhere.  

All of this information is used to inform the 
management of the bear population and over the years 
has led to numerous changes in hunting seasons. Bear 
population goals and harvest strategies are set through a 
formal public planning process that balances the wide 
diversity of perspectives held by Maine’s citizens. 
Maine currently has one of the largest bear populations 
in the country (>30,000), and the population is 
increasing due to improved habitat conditions and 
several years of relatively low hunter harvest. 
Nonetheless, we are fortunate to experience relatively 
few conflicts between people and bears, and most that 
do occur are not severe. Carefully regulated hunting is 
critical to maintaining a thriving bear population that is 
in balance with the natural food supply and does not 
result in unnecessary levels of property damage or 
significant public safety concerns. 

Our models indicate that approximately 3,500-4,500 
bears need to be harvested in Maine each year to 

stabilize the population and prevent expansion into 
densely settled areas. Since 2005, the bear harvest has 
been below objective due to a decline in hunter 
numbers. Currently, trappers and hunters using bait 
and hounds account for the majority of the annual bear 
harvest, with only 7% of harvested bears taken using 
other methods such as still hunting or incidental to deer 
hunting. Maine is the most forested state in the 
country, and our dense understory makes still hunting 
for bears extremely difficult. Unlike some other states, 
we will have very few options to increase the bear 
harvest if the referendum passes because we already 
have a long bear hunting season, a spring hunting 
season is prohibited by statute, and bear license 
numbers are not limited. With current success rates for 
still-hunters at only 3%, we would need well over 
100,000 bear hunters to achieve our harvest goals. 
Currently about 11,000 people hunt bears in Maine 
each year, and a recent survey suggests that many of 

(Continued on page 6) 

THE MAINE BEAR REFERENDUM 
By Jennifer Vashon, Bear Biologist, Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
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them would no longer participate if bait, hounds, and 
traps are banned. Therefore, we expect that if the 
referendum passes, the annual bear harvest will decline 
precipitously, resulting in rapid population growth and 
expansion into urban areas. If this occurs, our agency 
will spend significantly more time responding to bear 
conflicts, and the positive perception that most Mainers 
currently have towards bears will be eroded.  

As wildlife managers, our responsibilities go far beyond 
setting harvest goals, establishing hunting season dates, 
and working to prevent conflicts between people and 
bears. We must also ensure that hunting methods are 
socially acceptable. The concept of ‘fair chase’ is 
pervasive in the debate surrounding the referendum, 
yet even among hunters there is often little agreement 
on which hunting methods are ethical or fair. To some, 
stalking a bear without the aid of bait or hounds may be 
the only approach that meets their own personal 
standard for fair chase. To others, the significant 
amount of work that goes into establishing bait sites 
and managing human scent, coupled with many hours 
of silent observation in hopes that a bear visits the site 
during daylight hours, is more than enough to satisfy 
their hunting ethic. For some hunters, the opportunity 
to patiently observe a bear that visits a bait site or that 
has been treed by hounds, to ensure it doesn’t have 
cubs and to make a humane shot, makes these hunting 
methods the only ethical techniques for Maine’s dense 
forests. The fact that only about 25% of bear hunters 
using bait, hounds, or traps successfully harvest a bear 
is a strong indicator that these methods meet a 
reasonable definition of fair chase. This success rate is 
far lower than what we see in many other types of 
hunting. 

The hunting methods that are allowed for bears in 
Maine are traditional techniques that are in widespread 
use. The concepts of attracting wildlife to a hunter’s 
position, or using dogs to aid in the hunt, are as old as 
hunting itself. Deer hunters use scents and calls during 
November to attract rut-crazed bucks. Waterfowl 
hunters use decoys and calls to lure migrating ducks 
and geese to their blind. Upland game bird hunters rely 
on dogs to locate, flush, and retrieve grouse and 
pheasants. Bear hunting is no different. In fact, the use 

of bait, hounds, or traps to hunt bears is permitted in 
the majority of jurisdictions in North America. Of the 
32 states with bear hunting seasons, 23 allow at least 
one of these methods. In Canada, 9 of 11 provinces 
allow one or more of these hunting techniques. 
Although bear trapping is less common in the United 
States, it is permitted by several provinces in eastern 
Canada that have dense forests and robust bear 
populations similar to Maine. In fact, the only trapping 
devices that are legal in Maine (culvert traps and cable-
foot restraints) have been approved by animal care 
committees across the country for use by bear 
researchers and in response to bear conflicts. Since 
1975, we have used these same devices to capture and 
release thousands of bears for our monitoring program 
and found them to be safe, effective, and efficient. 

We are very conscious of any potential negative 
implications that might arise from our management 
programs. We take animal welfare and public safety  
seriously. Although the use of bait, hounds, and traps 
for bear hunting are necessary to meet our bear harvest 
goals, we would not support these methods if we had 
any evidence that they caused negative consequences 
for Maine’s citizens or our bear population. The reality 
is that there is no indication that any of these hunting 
methods are causing increased levels of bear conflict or 
resulting in significant impacts to the productivity of 
the bear population. We strongly discourage people 
from feeding bears in their backyards because it can 
lead to habituation, but placing bait in the woods is a 
very different activity. Bait must be placed at least ¼ 
mile from dwellings and hunters limit scent, so baiting 
may actually reduce conflicts by drawing bears away 
from people. In many ways, baiting is similar to 
diversionary feeding, which is a common technique to 
reduce bear conflicts, particularly in western North 
America. There may also be some selection by bait 
hunters for the boldest individuals within the bear 
population because these bears are more likely to visit 
the bait site during daylight hours. In fact, Maine 
experiences a lower rate of conflicts per 1,000 bears 
than any eastern State that does not allow bear baiting. 
Even accounting for the number of people in each 
state, Maine still has one of the lowest conflict rates in 
the east. 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Our data clearly indicate that levels of conflict and the 
productivity of the bear population are driven by the 
availability of natural foods. Our bears weigh less, have 
smaller litters, and produce their first litter of cubs at 
older ages than bears that receive large amounts of 
human foods throughout the year. The reproductive 
parameters of bears in Maine are actually lower than in 
many jurisdictions that do not allow baiting. Despite 
the presence of bait, the average weight of yearling 
bears in Maine drops to as low as 30 pounds in years 
following poor abundance of natural foods. When 
natural foods are scarce, some bears even enter their 
dens during the baiting season. In the fall, bears must 
consume a huge amount of calories (up to 27,000/day) 
to prepare for denning. Although it is impossible for us 
to determine the total amount of bait that is placed in 
the woods each year, even exorbitantly high estimates 
would provide the bear population with the equivalent 
of only a few days’ worth of food. We are not alone in 
the view that baiting does not increase bear 
reproduction; research on baiting in other parts of 
North America has also concluded that it does not have 
a significant impact on the productivity of bear 
populations. 

Maine is very fortunate to have a large, healthy bear 
population that is distributed across most of the state. 
We are blessed with one of the largest, longest running 
bear monitoring programs in the world. Our bear 
biologists are some of the most experienced in the 
country, and strong relationships have been formed 
with Universities and bear managers across the country 
to ensure that our research methods and management 
programs meet the strictest scientific standards. 
Maine’s citizens value bears as a charismatic symbol of 
our outdoor heritage. We firmly believe that our bear 
management program is one of the most successful in 
the country. Wildlife managers carefully select the 
appropriate management tools to meet social and 
biological management goals. If it passes, this 
referendum will restrict the management tools 
available to Maine’s bear biologists to adapt 
management programs to changing biological and social 
conditions.  

 

To learn more about MDIFW’s bear management 
program and the impacts of Question 1, please visit our 
website or follow us on Facebook at  

http://www.maine.gov/ifw/wildlife/species/
mammals/2014BearReferendum.html  

https://www.facebook.com/mainefishwildlife 

(Continued from page 6) 

The summer issue of The Wildlife 

Professional (Vol. 8 No. 2) has an 

interesting article titled “Conservation 

Ethics: Bear Baiting” by Grant 

Hilderbrand that discusses empirical, 

ethical, and societal arguments 

surrounding bear baiting in Alaska. 

Hopefully more thoughtful and 

objective articles will surface around 

Maine’s bear referendum, and provide 

people with additional perspectives on 

the issue. 
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Although I’m not a native Mainer, I’m 
proud to live in a state that so greatly 
values its landscape and wildlife. Black 
bears are one of the major wildlife 
icons in the state and, thanks to 
decades of research and management, 
have thrived in the Maine woods. For 
the past two years I’ve had the 
opportunity to be heavily involved in 
the Unity College Bear Study, working 
on planning, grant writing, outreach, 
and trapping and tracking bears. 
During these two years I’ve learned a 
lot about bears and I’m proud to be 
contributing to the Maine Department 
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife’s 
(MDIFW) legendary management program. After 
nearly forty years of on-going research on bears in 
Maine, legendary is the best way to describe it. But it’s 
not just legendary – it’s solid. Their research has 
continued to show the importance of hunting and 
trapping as tools for managing bears in the state.  

As I read and watch the news about the upcoming 
referendum on bear hunting and trapping I cringe at 
the false information that is so easily published or 
spoken. Proponents of the referendum criticize 
MDIFW’s research and spread false information as 
truth. The fact of the matter is the biologists care about 
these animals more than most people; they care enough 
to dedicate their entire life to protect them. Frankly, 

why should they not be trusted? I’ve 
experienced some of the troubles of 
field work and what goes into running a 
bear study – there are many challenges 
and discouragements that come with 
the territory. But why do I and other 
biologists do it? Because we care about 
bears!  

I’m stuck on something Randy Cross, 
MDIFW’s bear biologist, said in a 
recent town hall debate. His primary 
concern isn’t public safety or increased 
nuisance bears – he’s worried about the 
bears themselves. The increase the bear 
population will experience if the 

referendum passes will cause them to rapidly approach 
ecological carrying capacity, leading to intensified 
disease and starvation. This fact starkly demonstrates 
how this referendum is as much a threat to Maine’s 
ecology as it is to its society and economy.  

Although I may not be in Maine for the rest of my life, 
I deeply care about this state, especially about its bears, 
which I have grown so fond of. I’m afraid of what 
might happen to Maine’s bears if this referendum 
passes, so I plan to join with others in sharing why we 
need baiting, trapping, and hound hunting. By 
spreading awareness about this issue we can share the 
science behind it and help people appreciate MDIFW’s 
strong commitment to the wildlife and people of 
Maine. When it comes down to the vote every person 
counts, so join me in educating friends, family, and 
strangers about Question 1. 

I CARE ABOUT MAINE’S BEARS 
By Jonah Gula, Unity College Student 
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MDIFW PHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY: REFLECTING OVER 30 YEARS. . . 

Circa 1982—Brad Allen and Jim Connolly weighing a black bear 
(Mark Caron just out of frame) 

Circa 1980—George Matula working in Pennsylvania 

Circa 1989—Lindsay Tudor with cub. Photo by Frank Van Riper, 
Washington Post 

Circa 1985—Randy Cross. Photo by Ray Gehman,  
National Geogrpahic 
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MDIFW PHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY: REFLECTING OVER 30 YEARS. . . 

Circa 1993—Deep hole: Craig McLaughlin and Randy Cross 

Circa 2001—The first bear that Chuck “Wagon” Hulsey caught 
(Bear ID 1592 who is still with us at 18 years old now) 

Circa 1993—Jen Vashon and Ashleigh Cross 

Circa 2001—Deb Perkins and Randy Cross, Edinburg den 
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MDIFW PHOTOGRAPHIC ESSAY: REFLECTING OVER 30 YEARS. . . 

Circa 2005—Randy Cross with cubs 

Circa 2006—524th cub tagged in the study. Photo by Dave Pert 

Circa 2011—Randy Cross, Lisa Bates, Matt O’Neal.  
Blizzards are part of the job. 

Circa 2005—Kendall Marden measures a cub 
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I have read many letters to the editor, 
opinion pieces, articles in the Northeast 
Sporting Journal, and other places. It 
seems like it has all been said. Those 
who oppose hunting will not change 
their minds. Those who say they don't 
oppose hunting, just baiting, hounding, 
and trapping as methods of hunting are 
simply being individualistic and not 
standing together as sportsmen. It seems 
many of them truly oppose hunting of any kind or they 
justify their method or sport of choice as somehow 
better, more humane or less cruel than the way others 
choose to hunt. They don't respect the rights of other 
hunters to, within the law; participate in their 
preferred method of hunting. They will not listen to 
common sense ideas given to them by the experts or by 
the sportsmen who have been in the woods for years 
and have first-hand knowledge of what it takes to be 
successful during bear hunting. They will not listen to 
the economic facts regarding the devastation of the 
economy of many families directly and indirectly 
involved with the bear hunt. The devastation will be 
real for an entire area of the State which is struggling, 
and has been for years, to maintain a half-way decent 
quality of life for themselves and their neighbors.  

Those who want to end bear hunting in its present form 
choose their ideology over a bear hunting industry, 
which is relatively new, well regulated and has been 
built into a way for many people to enhance their 
standard of living, as well as maintain a healthy 
population of bears and other game animals. It provides 
a way to control the bear population, a deterrent to the 
destruction bears have on fawns and calf moose, as well 
as being neighborhood pests, on occasion. Bear hunting 
in Maine provides an opportunity for hunters from 
away to have a reasonable opportunity to at least see a 
bear and a one in four chance of harvesting a bear. A 
black bear hunt in Maine provides many hunters with 
an exciting sporting opportunity, one that many 
Mainers pass up for one reason or other, which is their 

right. Some of us choose the white tailed 
deer or the mighty moose as our quest 
for an exciting encounter. Why must we 
judge each other as to who is hunting in 
the most  humane or sporting 
way? Those of us who hunt understand 
the need to allow ourselves to be 
tolerant of the preferences of others. As 
hunters, we must support each other. 
We must also allow our opponents their 

right to disagree with us. I just wish that they would 
direct their energy and financial ability to some of the 
human issues that this State has, such as child poverty, 
sexual abuse and mental health issues and not be so 
worried about a couple of thousand black bears. Many 
of the State's issues could use a couple of million dollars 
that will be spent on this disagreement.  

I am a Registered Master Maine Guide who has lived 
and hunted in Aroostook County all of my life. I do not 
guide bear hunters, yet. I have had one chance in 56 
years to shoot a bear while I was deer hunting and I 
passed it up. I remember when the State of Maine had a 
bounty on bears and they were considered varmints by 
the farmers, trying to raise cattle, pigs and chickens. I 
remember when the only way to see a bear was to go to 
a local dump where they were seen foraging along with 
the rats. Gradually, the bears were protected by law, 
hunting them was regulated and they were elevated to 
the level of big game animal and a biological study of 
them began. This study has produced enough 
information about bears to be recognized as the leader 
of the bear study groups. The present bear hunt is well 
run by the State, is professionally undertaken by guides 
and outfitters and is humanely carried out by hunters of 
all walks of life. Someday I might hunt for a bear or 
guide someone to a bear, but if the yes votes are 
successful, I might as well go fishing without a hook as 
go bear hunting without the current methods in 
dispute. Think about it. 

PERSPECTIVE FROM A REGISTERED MASTER MAINE GUIDE 
By John Graves, Dirigo North Custom Guiding and Transportation 

Presque Isle, Maine 
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I’ve told many people about “Big John” and especially 
how he was so big for his age when we saw him in 
2010. He is now 11 years old with some room for 
additional skeletal growth over the next few years. He 
is still so well-proportioned that his size is deceiving. 
He weighed 432 lbs (364 when we saw him at 7 years 
old). As we marveled at his size, I kept saying to myself 
(and occasionally out loud) that this must be Big John 
and couldn’t wait to get back to my computer to see if 
it was true. When I got back to our remote camp, I was 
disappointed to find that we didn’t have all the info 
necessary to be sure it was him with no access to my 
computer files – just the date 6-14-10 and the town 
where he was caught. Then I had an idea of how to 
confirm it. I asked one of the kids to find out who sang 
the song by that name on their smart phone because it 
was playing on the radio that morning. James Dean 
passed away on 6-13-10, so I knew for sure that it was 
Big John himself.  

A bear this size covers a tremendous amount of area – 
basically, goes wherever he wants being bigger than 
almost every other bear out there. Nobody pushes him 
around. Big John was at or near the bottom of his 
weight swing when captured and is likely gaining close 
to four pounds per day right now. Most bears this size 
will gain over 200 lbs from June to September as long 
as natural food supplies are plentiful. My guess would 
be that Big John weighs more than 650 right now. 
Males and females continue to slowly gain mass until 
their late teens before gradually losing vigor. I consider 
all bears in the 8-18 years old category as prime age 
bears (the best years of their life). Females typically live 
longer than males (primarily due to hunter selectivity) 
and produce litters every other year until they reach 
their early 20s. The oldest female to give birth in our 
study was 25. She is going to be 30 this January and is 
doing quite well for her age. 

Big John was at the same trapsite where we caught him 
before but we may have just as easily caught him 50 
miles away from there. We trapped there last spring as 
well but didn’t see any sign of him in the area. I am 
actually a little surprised to have caught him at the same 
site. Catching any bear twice at the same site is unusual. 

I would expect mature male bears like this to be 
harvested within 40 miles of where we captured him 
but some are taken farther than that from where we last 
saw them. I guess what I’m getting at is that scouring 
the woods in that township looking for a particular bear 
like this may be no more productive than looking for 
him many miles away. We know that at least twice in 
the last five years that he was in that area during 
breeding season which isn’t much knowledge of his 
travels at all.  

BIG JOHN 
By Randy Cross 

“Pictures really don’t do this magnificent animal justice.  

I think you have to be there to fully appreciate the power 
that a bear this size exudes.” 

For size reference—Randy says he weighs 240 lbs. 

lauren.gilpatrick
Typewritten Text

lauren.gilpatrick
Typewritten Text
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MAINE TWS CHAPTER NEWS     

joomla.wildlife.org/maine 

     METWS ON 

     ACEBOOK 

 
Don’t forget to ‘LIKE’ METWS 

on Facebook.  Post your photos 

and share your Maine wildlife 

stories!  Check out our photo 

albums of Maine critters, read 

news highlights, and keep in 

touch. 

NEW TREASURER/SECRETARY 
LAURA BERUBE 

Welcome Laura Berube! 
Laura has had a passion or the 
env i ronment  and  i t s 
inhabitants since she was a 
young girl growing up in 
southern Maine.  She 
attended the University of 

Maine and received a Bachelor of Science in Wildlife 
Ecology in 2010. Since then she has worked for Stantec 
Consulting on bird and bat studies. Her contact info is: 
Laura.Berube@stantec.com, 207-406-5487 

As our dedicated past Treasurer/Secretary, Trevor 
Peterson, transitions into his Ph.D. program studying 
bats at the University 
of Maine, he will be 
helping Laura learn 
the ropes of this 
c r i t i c a l  B o a r d 
position. Thank you 
Trevor for all your 
years of service and 
for your continued 
support of METWS! 

UNITY COLLEGE STUDENT 

CHAPTER UPDATE 
By Maddie Crane 

T h e  U n i t y 
S t u d e n t 
Chapter has 
b e e n  b u s y 
planning this 
s e m e s t e r ’ s 
activities. Our 
first meeting 
was held on 
S e p t e m b e r 
11th, with many new and old faces attending. We 
announced many activities the officers have planned 
including going on bird watching trips, club bonding 
activities, Wood Duck box monitoring and 
maintenance, etc. The officers also announced that we 
will be volunteering at the Rachael Carson National 
Wildlife Refuge as well as our annual volunteer project 
at Acadia National Park for Acadia. We are also looking 
to have a number of speakers come to our meetings to 
talk to members about their experiences. Returning 
members are excited to see so many new students 
attend our first meeting, including a large number of 
freshmen. All of the members are excited for the 
upcoming year. 



PAGE 15 THE MAINE W ILDLIFER ,  FALL 2014 BLACK BEAR ISSUE 

MAINE TWS CHAPTER NEWS     

joomla.wildlife.org/maine 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
BY SARAH SPENCER 

As another summer comes to a close, it’s a perfect time 
to pause and reflect on the past season and what will 
greet us this fall. It’s also a great time to renew your 
membership if you haven’t already done so this year.  

As you are aware, the Maine Chapter of The Wildlife 
Society is a member-based organization. Without the 
support of our great members we would not be able to 
hold the meetings, activities, and programs we have 
scheduled each year. Your dues are crucial to the 
success of these events, and the Chapter is your 
premier organization in Maine for networking with 
professionals and students, education, and certification 
credits. Your dues, as well as your involvement in 
programming, are what keep METWS going and allow 
us to plan events with a long-term vision. You get all 
this for a mere $10 per year.  

Are there wildlife professionals in your organization 
who aren’t yet members or who have let their 
membership lapse? If so, encourage them to renew or 
become a member today! If you haven’t yet renewed 
your membership this year, expect an email or call 
from me in the coming weeks as a gentle reminder that 
we need your support.  

 

Excerpted METWS bylaws regarding 
membership 

Article IV – Membership 

Section 1 - Voting Membership 

Voting membership in the Maine Chapter shall be 
available to any member of The Wildlife Society who 
resides or works within the boundaries of the Chapter 
as defined in Article I, Section 2. Only Voting 
Members may hold elective offices in the Chapter; vote 
on matters affecting Chapter policy; vote on matters 
affecting The Society; and represent by board or officer 
appointment the Chapter or Section of business of The 
Society. 

Section 2 - Affiliate Membership 

Affiliate membership in the Chapter shall be available 
to any person who, although not a member of The 
Wildlife Society, has an interest in the objectives and 
activities of the Chapter and is approved by the 
Membership committee. An Affiliate Member shall be 
entitled to all rights, privileges and responsibilities of 
voting members except as otherwise provided in this 
section. Affiliate Members may vote in Chapter 
elections and shall be entitled to all rights, privileges 
and responsibilities of voting members except as 
otherwise provided in Section 1. 

Section 3 - Dues 

Annual dues, to be determined at each annual meeting, 
shall be payable by each member to the Secretary-
Treasurer no later than July 1. Members who have not 
paid The Society dues shall lose their voting 
membership status in the Chapter. Annual Chapter 
dues also may be paid to The Society’s headquarters 
Washington, D.C. office, along with Section and The 
Society dues, and will subsequently be remitted to the 
Chapter. 



 
 

 
                  
 
 
 
 

 
Maine Chapter of The Wildlife Society New Member Form 

 

 
The objectives of The Wildlife Society are to: 

-Develop and promote sound stewardship of wildlife resources and the environments upon which they depend; 

-To undertake an active role in preventing human-induced environmental degradation; 

-To increase awareness and appreciation of wildlife values; and, 

-To seek the highest standards in all activities of the wildlife profession. 

 

Code of Ethics - Each member of the Maine Chapter of The Wildlife Society, in striving to meet the objectives of the 

Society, pledges to: 

-Subscribe to the highest standards of integrity and conduct; 

-Recognize research and scientific management of wildlife and their habitats as primary goals; 

-Disseminate information to promote understanding of, and appreciation for, values of wildlife and their habitats; 

-Strive to increase knowledge and skills to advance the practice of wildlife management; 

-Promote competence in the field of wildlife management by supporting high standards of education, employment, and   

performance; 

-Encourage the use of sound biological information in management decisions; and, 

-Support fair and uniform standards of employment and treatment of those professionally engaged in the practice of 

wildlife management. 

 

As a member, I pledge to uphold this code of ethics. 
 
 

Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: ______________________________ 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Occupation/Organization: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Town, State, Zip Code: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a member of National TWS? Yes / No* 

*Although you can be an affiliate member of the Maine Chapter, we encourage you to become a member of National 

TWS as well. More information @: http://www.wildlife.org/membership 

 

Annual membership fee is $10, make checks payable to the Maine Chapter of The Wildlife Society 

Please complete this form and mail or email it to the chapter Secretary/Treasurer. If submitted electronically, your name 

in the signature box will indicate your agreement to uphold the Code of Ethics. 

Laura Berube, Secretary/Treasurer - Maine Chapter of The Wildlife Society - Laura.Berube@stantec.com 

30 Park Drive, Topsham, ME 04086  

Welcome to the Maine Chapter of The Wildlife Society. The Wildlife 

Society, founded in 1937, is an international non-profit scientific and 

educational association dedicated to excellence in wildlife stewardship through 

science and education. The Maine Chapter, founded in 1976, is a local 

membership organization of The Wildlife Society. Our membership consists of 

professionals, students, and others interested in wildlife resources who 

subscribe to the Society’s Objectives and Code of Ethics. 

Payment information: ____ Check included with form ____ Payment through National TWS ___ Payment through PayPal 

 



  

                                                              Maine Chapter of The Wildlife Society 

       Membership Renewal Form 

  

 

 

Date: ________________________ 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:________________________________________________________________ 

Are you a member of National TWS? Yes  / No* 

*Although you can be an affiliate member of the Maine Chapter, we encourage you to become a member of 

National TWS as well. More information @: http://www.wildlife.org/membership 

Annual membership fee is $10, payable by check to the Maine Chapter of The 

Wildlife Society. 

Payment information:  

______ Check included with form 

______ Payment processed through National TWS 

______ Payment submitted via PayPal 

 

Please complete this form and mail or email to METWS Secretary/Treasurer: 

Laura Berube 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Maine Chapter of The Wildlife Society 

30 Park Drive 

Topsham, ME 04086 

Laura.Berube@stantec.com 
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MAINE TWS OFFICERS, COMMITTEES, & STAFF 

President 
Lauren Gilpatrick  

President Elect 
Mao Lin 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Laura Berube 

Board Member 
Deb Perkins  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS & SUPPORT STAFF 
Audit 
Wende Mahaney,  (207) 866-3344 
 Wende_mahaney@fws.gov 
 
Awards 
Cathy Elliott, (207) 581-2902 
cathy.elliott@umext.maine.edu 
 
Certification 
Jerry Longcore, (207) 866-3104 
jnjlongcore@myfairpoint.net 
 
Conservation Affairs 
Rodney Kelshaw, (207) 944-6776 
rkelshaw@boyleassociates.net  

Membership 
Sarah Spencer, (207) 827-4456 
sarahmargaretspencer@gmail.com 
 
Nominations/Elections 
Sarah Boyden, (207) 441-0651 
sarah.boyden@maine.gov 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Don Katnik, (207) 941-4455 
donald.katnik@maine.gov 
 
Webmaster 
MaryEllen Wickett, (207) 941-4488 
maryellen.wickett@maine.gov 

(406) 370-6043 
lgilpatrick@hotmail.com 

 

(917) 687-5838 
maotenglin@gmail.com 

 

(207) 406-5487 
Laura.berube@stantec.com 

 

(207) 312-1503 
Firstlight4wildlife 

@gmail.com 

(207) 441-0651 
sarah.boyden@maine.gov 

(207) 332-9926 
Caitlin_gunn@umit.maine.edu 

  
mcrane13@unity.edu 

Past President 
 

Sarah Boyden 

Univ. of Maine Student 
Representative 

Caitlin Gunn 

Unity College Student  
Representative 

 Maddie Crane 

INTERESTED IN 
BECOMING A 

METWS 
OFFICER? 

PLEASE CONTACT 
Past President 
Sarah Boyden 

(207) 441-0651 
sarah.boyden@maine.gov 

 




