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The Wildlife Society - Pennsylvania Chapter 

President’s Message 

Greetings Wildlife Scientist Community across 
Pennsylvania! 

Jane O. Rowan, PWS 

 

I am humbled to be in the position of President of 
the Pennsylvania Chapter of the Wildlife Society 
(PATWS) for these next 11 months.  I am honored 
to be associated with our current board, and the 
wildlife biologists in this great organization.  We 
are blessed to live in a state that is rich in fish and 
wildlife resources and with wildlife biologists that 
continue to uncover intricacies of wildlife function 
in the greater ecosystem.  Pennsylvania has and 
continues to fill a national leadership role in re-
search in many areas like, bear and deer manage-
ment, the ecology and control of Pseudogymnoas-
cus destructans, the fungus responsible for White 
Nose Syndrome in bats, and in other significant 
areas.  These subjects and more were presented at 
the PA Chapter of the Wildlife Society’s (PATWS) 
conference held at the Raystown Lake Resort 
March 31-April 1, just two short weeks ago at the 
time of this writing.  Nearly 200 biologists from 
across the state witnessed a fascinating array of 
plenary and research presentations, workshops and 
technical posters that initiated an even greater un-
derstanding of wildlife research and management, 
including issues facing state biologists in the PA 
Game Commission.  The conference was valuable 
to me as a consultant and manager of a team of fish 
and wildlife biologists who conduct research in the 
state. 

 

I must admit that in addition to my current hum-
bled and honored state as your new President, I 
am experiencing significant apprehension realiz-
ing I have volunteered to serve a community of 
which the vast percentage of individuals I do not 
know, but many of whom have known each oth-
er for decades.  So far the experience has been a 
good one;  planning the 2017 conference over 
the past year has allowed me to work closely 
with Margaret, Samara, Rob, Wendy and Virgin-
ia and other board members.  They have been 
patient with me, and I am impressed with their 
and others’ dedication and hard work to run an 
all-volunteer society, with great skill and suc-
cess.  I have some big shoes to fill. 
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The Wildlife Society - Pennsylvania Chapter 

President’s Message cont... 

The field season begins shortly, and as many gear 
up to gather data that will form a basis for science-

based management decisions, do recognize these 
decisions could in time potentially impact an entire 
population or more of organisms.   I hope our 
members continue to support PATWS in furthering 
great science, but also by participating in question-
ing/challenging the poor and encouraging the ex-
cellent science while underscoring the deceptive 
“science” that could be presented in our Common-
wealth or elsewhere.  All valid work efforts, 
whether in a college laboratory, a field internship, 
a multi-year research project or during a consultant 
project performed for compliance purposes, are 
significant.  As scientists, we are responsible to 
scrutinize and vet the information produced, as 
well as sometimes be scrutinized and vetted.  The 
knowledge and good decisions that result are 

worth the effort, and applying this knowledge 
could be viewed (and is viewed by this President) 
as a sacred trust. If our board can further the quali-
ty of research, the collaboration of researchers, or 
the dissemination of information please don’t hesi-
tate to contact us. 
 

In the next months we will begin planning the 
2018 PATWS conference.  We welcome your ide-
as and your help to make it the best conference ev-
er.  We need your support in maintaining PATWS 
as the  focal point for continued education and de-
velopment of high quality wildlife professionals. 
janeorowan@gmail.com 

 

Jane Rowan 

President, PATWS 

Executive Board Elections 

The 2017 Board member election closed in March. 
Jane Rowan, former Vice President, has stepped 
into Margaret Brittingham’s position as the Presi-
dent. Margaret will now serve as the Past Presi-
dent. Calvin DuBrock is now Vice President (and 
President-elect). 
 

Newly-seated Board members: 
Vice President — Calvin DuBrock 

Treasurer —  Robert Blye 

Northeast Section Rep.— Kyle Van Why  
Member At-Large— Emily Thomas 

Member At-Large— Sara Mueller  
 

Re-elected Board members: 
Secretary— Samara Trusso 

Membership Coordinator — Wendy Vreeland 

 

Outgoing Board members: 
Virginia Tilden 

Emily Boyd 

Tom Keller 
 

Special thanks are in order for our outgoing board 
members for their years of service. We also thank 
all those PA Chapter members who were willing 
to throw their hat in the ring. Congratulations to 
the new Board members.  
 

More information on Board member terms, re-
sponsibilities, contact info, and PA TWS By-laws 
at our website: http://www.wildlife.org/
pennsylvania-chapter/ 
  

mailto:janeorowan@gmail.com
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Treasurer’s Report 
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Annual Conference: Wildlife Management in the 21st Century  

The Pennsylvania Chapter of The Wildlife So-
ciety held its 2017 annual meeting March 31 - 
April 1 at the beautiful Raystown Lake Resort 
Conference Center in Entriken, PA. The 
theme for this year was “Wildlife Manage-
ment in the 21st Century—Dealing with 
Complex Conservation Challenges”. Over-
all attendance for the conference was 160 
people (82 professionals, 63 students, and 11 
Wildlife Leadership Academy students).  
 

Two wildlife workshops were held on Friday 
March 21st covering various topics. Partici-
pants of the “Wildlife, fish and forest manage-
ment” workshop enjoyed a rainy day afield 
lead by Army Corp of Engineers natural re-
source specialist Tara Whitsel. They learned 
about the Corps’ planning natural resource 
process and visited recent timber cuts to ben-
efit early successional forest species, chest-
nut restoration project sites, wildlife food 
plots, and an ongoing pipeline project and the 
opportunities for pollinator habitat enhance-
ments within the right-of-way. The “Trapping 
Matters” workshop was held on-site and in-
cluded both classroom and outdoor demon-
stration elements. Focused on communica-
tions, the workshop provided participants with 
foundational material about trapping best 
management practices, the role it plays in 
wildlife management, and the skills and infor-
mation to most effectively communicate about 
this controversial topic with the public.  
 

Saturday’s plenary session was centered 
around novel approaches of wildlife manage-
ment. Plenary speakers were from a variety 
of agency and university affiliations including 
Pennsylvania Game Commission, USDA, Mil-
lersville University, Penn State University, 
and Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Top-

ics discussed ranged from large scale conser-
vation projects to species specific manage-
ment examples of bats and white-nosed syn-
drome to avian influenza. 
 

Three concurrent sessions were held in the 
afternoon focusing on a variety of topics. 
Twenty-one student and professional speak-
ers gave presentations on topics ranging from  
monitoring white-tailed deer fawn survival to 
habitat requirements of migratory birds. There 
was a large turnout for the poster session 
with 17 contributors. Also, this year we were 
pleased to have 11 students from the Wildlife 
Leadership Academy present posters. The 
afternoon was capped off with the Executive 
Board business meeting, which was open to 
all members and well-attended.  

Panel speaker Duane Diefenbach from  
Penn State University 
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Annual Conference continued... 

PA TWS welcomed Dr. Tom 
Serfass, Professor of Wildlife 
Ecology in the Department of 
Biology and Natural Resources 
at Frostburg State University, 
as our banquet speaker. 
Serfass spoke about his begin-
nings in the field with is disser-
tation work to restore river ot-
ters in Pennsylvania and the 
large network of colleagues 
and students he advised that 
help make it and other restora-
tion projects a success. He al-
so discussed restoration work 
of spotted-necked otters (Lutra 
maculicollis) at Rubondo Is-
land National Park in Africa 
and how this project enhanced 
tourist and economic opportu-
nities. His talk was entitled 
“Restoring River Otters and 
Fishers in Pennsylvania—A 
historic Journey of Ani-
mals, People, and Plac-
es”. 
 

 

Thank you all for attend-
ing, contributing, and pre-
senting, your involvement 
makes our annual confer-
ence what it is—a true 
success.  

Follow us: @PA_TWS 
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Annual Conference Summary 

We had 172 registrants for the 2017 PA TWS annual conference, including 96 active and retired 
professionals, 74 students and 2 spouses. All but 9 professionals were current PA TWS members. 
  

A total of 84 faculty and students from 15 colleges attended.  Colleges included: Clarion Universi-
ty, Delaware Valley University, Duquesne University, Frostburg State University, Grove City Col-
lege, Indiana University of PA, Juniata College, Keystone College, Lock Haven University, Messi-
ah College, Millersville University, Penn State Altoona, Penn State Beaver, Penn State DuBois 
and Penn State University Park.  24 participants (5 faculty, 19 students) affiliated with Penn State 
University Park topped the list and Keystone College in northeastern PA was a close second with 
17 (1 faculty and 16 students).  
  

The Wildlife Leadership Academy, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, that engages and empow-
ers high school age youth to become Conservation Ambassadors to ensure a sustained wildlife, 
fisheries and natural resource legacy for future generations had 12 in attendance at the confer-
ence. Other conservation organizations in attendance included the Keystone Elk Country Alliance 
(2), American Bird Conservancy (1), Juniata Valley Audubon (1), Western Pennsylvania Conserv-
ancy (1), Pheasants Forever (1) and the Woodland Owners of the Southern Alleghenies (1). 
  

Thirteen professionals working for seven different environmental and wildlife consulting and ser-
vice organizations also attended.  Among the organizations represented were Wildlife Specialists 
LLC (6), Normandeau Associates Inc. (2), Amy S. Green Environmental Consultants (1), Bat Con-
servation and Management (1), Habitat by Design (1), L.R. Kimball (1) and Strategic Stewardship 
Initiative (1). 
  

Finally, six government agencies were represented by a total  of 51 professionals including the PA 
Game Commission (29), USDA Wildlife Services (9), PA Dept. of Military & Veterans Affairs at 
Fort Indiantown Gap (7), PA DCNR Bureau of Forestry (3), US Geological Survey PA Cooperative 
Fish and Wildlife Research Unit (2) and the US Forest Service Northern Research Station (1). 

By Calvin DuBrock 

PATWS Vice-President 
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The Wildlife Society - Pennsylvania Chapter 

Student Award/Scholarship Recipients 

The Best Student Presentation Award was 
earned by Tess Gingery, a grad student 
in the Wildlife and Fishery Science pro-
gram at Penn State University. Tess’ talk 
was entitled “White-tailed deer fawn sur-
vival in North America.” 
 

 

 

 

David Muñoz received the Best Graduate 
Student Poster Award. He is a PhD stu-
dent in the Ecology department at Penn 
State University. David’s poster was enti-
tled “Barriers to managing for climate 
change: a case study.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Student Presentation Winner: Tess Gingery 

Best Graduate Student Poster Winner: David Muñoz 
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The Wildlife Society - Pennsylvania Chapter 

Student Award/Scholarship Recipients 

Jonathan Kearney, an undergraduate 
student  in the Wildlife and Fisheries Sci-
ence major at Penn State University, was 
the recipient of the 2017 Frank Felbaum 
Scholarship. The award is intended to as-
sist outstanding students who are pursu-
ing a career in the wildlife field. 
 

 

 

Rachel Berry received the Best Under-
graduate Student Poster Award. She is a 
student at Clarion University. Rachel’s 
poster was entitled “Quantitative food 
webs associated with recently metamor-
phosed Fowler’s toads (Anaxyrus fowleri) 
in four habitat types.” 
 

 

 
Frank Felbaum Scholarship Winner: Jonathan Kearney 

Best Undergraduate Student Poster Winner: Rachel Berry 
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The Wildlife Society - Pennsylvania Chapter 

Adel Sharif, a student at Moravian College, 
was the recipient of the 2017 NE field course 
scholarship. He is majoring in biology and mi-
noring in chemistry, and will attend the 2-week 
course in Castleton, Vermont this fall. 
 

 

Joshua Stevens was the winner this year of 
the Wildlife Leadership Academy Poster 
Award. He is a junior in high school from Han-
over, PA (Adams County). He attended the 
WLA Drummers field school, and was a mem-
ber of our Top Team for the week, the Little 
Drummer boys. 
 

 

 

The WLA is a youth program ad-
ministered by the Pennsylvania In-
stitute for Conservation Education.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NE Field Course Scholarship Winner: Adel Sharif 

Student Awards continued... 

WLA Poster Award Winner: Joshua Stevens 
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Professional Development Grant 

Dr. W. David Walter, adjunct assistant profes-
sor of Wildlife Ecology and assistant unit 
leader of the PA Cooperative Fish & Wildlife 
Research Unit at Penn State University was 
awarded the professional development grant. 
This grant is intended to provide an oppor-
tunity for wildlife professionals to continue 
their education throughout their career.   

Attending the Wildlife Leadership Academy's Brookies Field School When I first learned 
about the Wildlife Leadership Academy I was very interested to see what it was all about. I 
learned that the academy has several different field schools and each one of them is based 
off of an animal species that is native to Pennsylvania. When I looked at all of the camps I 
applied to go to the Brookies Field School. Being a trout fisherman, this school was my best 
interest. Before going to the school I expected to learn everything about trout and I did, but 
that wasn't all that I learned. I learned the importance of team work, discipline, and leader-
ship skills. Throughout the week at camp we practiced all of these skills by interacting with 
each of the students in many activities. Being a leader inspired me the most, which I still use 
when I am guiding others. When I was at the camp these skill came in handy during some of 
our group activities. For example, in one of our activities my team had to stack tin cans on 
top of one another just by using 5 ropes connected to a rubber cord. With each of us working 
together and some of us acting as leaders, our group got done first. Also when some of the 
other students were confused on how to tie a fly, or cast a fly rod I used these skills to help 
show them. During the week we were taught some knowledge by many professionals that 
know about the brook trout and their habitat. Seeing how important these people are and the 
knowledge that they have, has since inspired me to pursue a career in this field. Attending 
this camp has really put a positive impact on my life- it has taught me many things that I 
would have never known without it. Going to the Wildlife Leadership Academy's Brookies 
Field School has made a difference in my life. 

Brookies Field School  

By Donovan Faith 

Wildlife Leadership Academy 
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PA TWS Celebrates 40 years as a Chapter 

The Pennsylvania Chapter of the Wildlife So-
ciety (PA TWS) held its 41st annual meeting 
at the beautiful Lake Raystown Resort from 
Friday March 31 through Saturday April 1, 
2017.  The 2017 meeting was a special cele-
bration for chapter members old and new 
with two workshops and a well-attended re-
ception on Friday, a Plenary Session Saturday 
morning, posters and individual presentations 
Saturday afternoon and a banquet on Satur-
day evening. Our keynote speaker was Dr. 
Tom Serfass who reminisced about the otter 
reintroduction program he managed while at 
East Stroudsburg. Raffles were held both 
evenings with the highlight raffle items a 
beautiful handcrafted table made and donated 
by Duane Diffenbach and an all-expense paid 
birding trip to Lower Slower Delaware do-
nated by Rob and Carol Blye. 
 

The Pennsylvania Chapter of The Wildlife 
Society received its charter dated March 29, 
1977 at Northeast Section of The Wildlife 
Society meeting in Boston, Massachusetts on 
April 5, 1977.  An initial organizing meeting 
for the Chapter was held April 14, 1977 after 
a Pennsylvania Council of Natural Resources 
Professionals meeting in University Park. Dr. 
Jim Lindzey was appointed acting President 
and Rodney Stark was appointed Secretary 
Treasurer, both of the PSU Cooperative Wild-
life Unit.   
 

The first annual meeting was held on Satur-
day September 10, 1977 at the State College 

Elks Country Club. Elections were held, a 
business meeting conducted and presenta-
tions made by several invited guests. Dr. 
Rainier Brock, President of the NY Chapter 
of TWS offered “The Role of a State Chapter 
of TWS”. Lou Hoffman of the PGC was 
elected President. At least two people present 
at the 2017 meeting were also present at the 
1977 meeting: Jerry Hassinger was present 
and was elected President-elect in 1977 and 
the author, then a 26-yr old, wide-eyed char-
ter member of PA TWS and your current 
Treasurer. 
 

Membership in the Chapter in September 
1977 was 106; dues were $2 per year.  Our 
current membership is over 250 while dues 
have increased to $10 per year.  I have our 
first newsletters and other written materials 
from the beginning of the chapter which I 
will organize and make part of the Treasur-
er’s files.   
 

Lots of water has spilled over the dam since 
1977 (birds flown the coop??) and we face 
even more challenges than ever at the state, 
regional and national levels. However, as evi-
denced by our 40-year history, the PA Chap-
ter is here to stay and committed to sound 
stewardship of our wildlife resources and in-
tegrity in the wildlife profession. 

By Rob Blye 

PATWS Treasurer 
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Award Winners for Student Grants to 2017 Annual PATWS Conference 

Name:   Colton Ames 

School:  Duquesne University 

 

 As a Forensic Science & Law student, I never 
pictured myself performing research pertaining to 
wildlife genetics.  In my close-minded state, I never 
imagined a discipline outside of the human aspects 
related to the science.  With that being said, I could 
not be happier where my education has led me and 
where it continues to guide me.  My research in short 
aims to improve individual identification of large 
felids to enhance forensic applications such as 
poaching prevention or illegal trade detection and to 
increase the effectiveness of population studies.  The 
number of people that showed interest in my poster 
presentation was flattering to say the least, and I had 
an amazing time explaining and discussing the con-
tents of my research with everyone who stopped by.  
Using my education and research to help in areas 
outside of what’s considered standard in the forensic 
field has opened my eyes to many opportunities and 
directions I could continue my career, and the 
PATWS conference served as a great bridge to this 
connection. 
 Aside from my presentation, the reminder of 
the PATWS conference was something to remember, 
as well!  Shortly after the Saturday lunch, myself and 
my lab colleagues were able to meet Dr. Aaron 
Haines.  I was referred to Dr. Haines by my research 
advisor Dr. Jan Janecka, as the two are good friends.  
Dr. Haines had graciously agreed to be a member of 
my research committee before meeting me, and I was 
very much looking forward to finally meeting him at 
the PATWS conference.  He invited us to join him 

and his lab students for din-
ner, which was an awesome 
experience.  Earlier in the 
day, we had attended his 
students’ presentation on 
threats impacting federally 
listed threatened and endan-
gered species, so it was 
great to meet each of them 
and discuss what each of us 
were doing even further.  Making these connections 
and many more was one of my favorite aspects of the 
PATWS conference.   
 There were many other great presentations 
that I was able to attend.  These included William 
Miller’s presentation on the risk of chronic wasting 
disease,  Jennifer Broderick’s presentation on the ref-
erence genome sequence of the bobcat, and Cassan-
dra Miller-Butterworth’s talk on the population ge-
netics of bobcats and how it pertains to felid manage-
ment.  Each of these talks had aspects similar to my 
research, so I was able to make connections to better 
understand.  Another talk I attended was Tess Gin-
gery’s talk on fawn survival.  The nature of this 
study was different than mine, but it was a great 
learning experience and exposed me to other ele-
ments of wildlife science that I wish to improve my 
knowledge in.   
 I had a wonderful time at the PATWS confer-
ence and I whole-heartedly plan to attend next year’s 
conference.  I would like to thank everyone for this 
opportunity and experience made possible through 
the PATWS grant.   

Name:    Daniel Jenkins 

School:   Penn State DuBois 

 

 I, Daniel Jenkins, attended the 2017 Wildlife 
Conference held at Raytown Lake near Huntington 
County.  As a student in a wildlife program, I was 
very intrigued on attending this conference.  I at-

tended both days of the conference and was ex-
tremely pleased and amazed with all the hard work 
that went into the presentations given.  I was ex-
tremely interested in presentations given about 
wildlife species and their environment.  For exam-
ple, there was a presentation given on the second 
day about the golden-winged warblers, and how we 
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Award Winners cont...  

 

 

Name:  Daniel Jenkins cont. 
 

the public, can manage the forest to help the habitat 
increase in golden-winged warbler’s preferences.  I 
also enjoyed talking with wildlife professionals dur-

ing the social hours.  The amount of knowledge I 
gained from just short conversations is incredible!  
As a wildlife student, I am always keen on learning 
new information about the natural resources world.  
Understanding that there are many opportunities to 
get involved throughout one’s career is very crucial.  
I believe that the 2017 Wildlife Conference was very 
beneficial and rewarding to attend. 

Name:    Rochelle Jones 

School:   Millersville University 

 

Attending the PA Wildlife Society confer-
ence this past weekend was an eye-opening experi-
ence. The various wildlife professionals that were in 
attendance follow such unique walks of life and 
have diverse careers. Seeing that diversity gave me 
fresh ideas for potential career paths once I leave 
academia. There were great opportunities for stu-
dents to not only show their research projects, but to 
also network with prospective employers. Although 
I did not showcase research, I profited from sitting 
in on the many lectures that were available. Greg 
Turner, a Wildlife Biologist with the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission discussed white-nose syndrome 
and management strategies for Pennsylvania’s bat 
populations that were used when the fungus 
Pseudogymnoascus destructans was first identified. 
His lecture highlighted, among other things, how 
good management can help to mitigate the spread of 

disease. My notions that re-
search and management 
were separate cogs in a 
wheel was challenged when 
Duane Diefenbach, a profes-
sor at Penn State University, 
highlighted why research 
and management work best 
when utilized together and 
function as an efficient sys-
tem. I also thoroughly en-
joyed William Millers presentation on chronic wast-
ing disease in the Mid-Atlantic cervid population. I 
thought he did an excellent job presenting his data 
in a way that even a novice like myself could under-
stand. This was my first PA Wildlife Society con-
ference, and I would like to say thank you to the 
wonderful array of speakers. I will be back next 
year to enjoy hearing and experiencing all of the 
work being done to preserve and manage our wild-
life in Pennsylvania.  

Name:    Johnathan Kearny 

School:  Penn State University 

 

The first talk that I attended at the PATWS 
Conference was on White-nose syndrome in bats by 
Greg Turner. I learned about the differences in hi-
bernation between little brown bats and small footed 
bats. Different hibernation practices is believed to 
cause different levels of impacts in small footed 
bats compared to little brown bats.  

I went to a talk on Avian Influenza and how 
they were looking at using mammals to detect it. 
They talked about rats and ferrets and their uses in 
identifying both Avian Influenza and cancer. Avian 

Influenza also came up as a big factor affecting the 
population size of Ruffed Grouse. I learned that dif-
ferences in Ruffed Grouse habitat choice compared 
to Red-tailed Hawks causes Ruffed Grouse to be 
less likely to be found and treated then a Red-tailed 
Hawk. I also learned that the habitat that is good for 
Ruffed Grouse is messy looking and some people 
tend to remove this habitat from their land.  

 I attended three talks on bats in the evening 
and a talk on fawn survival. The talk indicated fawn 
survival due to predation was lower on a mixed ag-
riculture and forest habitat. I would have thought 
with mixed habitat having more edge that predation 
rates would be higher in mixed habitat.  
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Award Winners cont...  

 

 

Name:  Johnathan Kearny cont. 
 

I saw a poster that looked at how salamander 
feeding differences between two different habitat 
types. The salamanders were in containers where 

they could not escape from, but which insects could 
get in for them to eat. The food types were affected 
by habitat but also by the limited choices the sala-
manders would have had.  

I learned a lot about the science that is being 
conducted about wildlife. Thank you for the grant I 
received to go to the PATWS conference. 

Name:    Will Miller 
School:   Penn State University 

 

The annual conference of the Pennsylvania 
Chapter of The Wildlife Society is always a high-
light of the academic year.  I have always enjoyed 
the opportunity that this conference provides to net-
work and interact with Pennsylvania’s wildlife pro-
fessionals.  The 2017 conference was no different, 
despite the new location!  As a graduate student, I 
find this conference is one of the best chances to 
interact with collaborators around the state.  This 
year, I was able to provide an update and speak with 
many of our agency partners from various organiza-
tions (PA Game Commission, USDA-APHIS) and 
our academic collaborators.  This conference also 
provided an opportunity to interact with other re-
searchers, through the excellent presentations and 
evening social times.  This allowed me to receive 
critical input on the research I presented, which I 

hope to use to improve my dissertation work.  Inter-
actions at this conference have also opened up the 
door for outreach opportunities, such as guest lec-
tures at other universities, that I would otherwise 
not have had.  Finally, I have to mention that 
PATWS annual meetings are just fun!  I sincerely 
enjoyed being able to have fun with my fellow Penn 
State wildlife students and the chance to get out of 
the lab for a weekend!   

Name:    Kassidy Klingler 
School:   Penn State University 

 

During the PA TWS Conference I had the 
pleasure of listening to some very interesting talks 
about what is happening in the field of wildlife sci-
ence. I was also fortunate to attend the Trapping 
Matters workshop, where I learned how to com-
municate about trapping as a wildlife professional. 
Trapping is not a widely understood practice, and 
often times, creates negative emotions in the general 
public. Trapping is not only an outdoor activity held 
dear by many Americans, but it is also an efficient 
technique that is used in the field of wildlife science 
and management on a regular basis. We as wildlife 
professionals have a duty to communicate effective-
ly about trapping and its benefits. There are many 

do’s and don'ts when it comes to talking about trap-
ping, and it is when we communicate ineffectively 
that we see negative opinions toward trapping arise. 
During this workshop, I was presented with statis-
tics showing just how many people in a particular 
study disagreed with trapping. There are also statis-
tics that show how those who disagree can be 
swayed when we use the right language when talk-
ing about trapping.  

It was easy to see that those who ran the 
workshop are passionate about what they do and are 
hopeful that the general public can open their minds 
to the benefits of trapping. Overall, the workshop 
was educational and entertaining. The rest of the 
conference was equally as enjoyable, as it was spent 
listening to current professionals describing their 
research and the issues within the wildlife field.  
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Award Winners cont...  

 

 

Name:    Lane Naugle 

School:  Penn State University 

 

My experience at this year’s annual conference was 
insightful and enriching.  I enjoyed the habitat man-
agement workshop.  It was interesting to learn how 
the Army Corps of Engineers helps to manage vari-
ous details at Lake Raystown.  The Friday night so-
cial was a great opportunity to meet other wildlife 
professionals and reconnect with some I have 
worked with in the past.  These interactions with 
those in the field offered insight toward my educa-
tion and career goals.  The discussions on Saturday 

covered many top-
ics and provided 
new perspectives 
that will aid me in 
better understand-
ing current issues in 
Pennsylvania and 
across the nation. I 
especially enjoyed 
the number of talks 
about disease man-
agement in Penn-
sylvania including West Nile Virus and Chronic 
Wasting Disease.  I enjoyed this conference and all 
that it had to offer.  I would encourage students to 
attend our annual meeting next year. 

Name:    Halie Parker 
School:   Millersville University 

 

 This year was my first year as a student 
member for PA TWS as well as my first year attend-
ing the conference. The entire conference was very 
informational and I am very grateful to have heard 
from several intelligent and experienced individuals. 
It was interesting to hear all of the different research 
projects people were working on and the results of 
their research. My favorite part of the conference 
was the plenary session and the concurrent paper 
sessions. I thoroughly enjoyed hearing the diverse 
talks from professionals from several different affili-
ations. I enjoyed hearing Dr. Aaron Haines and Dr. 
Duane Diefenbach’s talks because much of what 
they spoke about can be applied directly to what I 
am currently learn-
ing about at Mil-
lersville Universi-
ty in terms of con-
servation manage-
ment. A central 
theme that I took 
from all of the 

talks was the importance of being able to work with 
people, not just coworkers or other agencies, but 
with the community. Many of the talks stated the 
importance of being transparent and allowing others 
to express their concerns and opinions. Another talk 
I really enjoyed was Tom Serfass’ talk on the North 
American Model of Wildlife Conservation. He 
spoke about the North American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation and conservationists who are not avid 
hunters or anglers. I personally am not a hunter and 
only occasionally fish, thus I felt his remarks on 
those of us who are still conservation-minded, with-
out being hunters or anglers was really nice to hear. 
Overall I had a great experience and am looking for-
ward to attending more conferences in the future. 
Thank you for the amazing opportunity and to all the 
student and professional speakers! 
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Name:    Helen Schlemmer 
School:  Penn State University 

 

This year was my first time attending the 
Pennsylvania Chapter of The Wildlife Society’s An-
nual Conference, and it was great! I am a member of 
the Penn State Student Chapter of TWS, and was for-
tunate enough to receive a student grant to attend the 
annual conference. For the Friday workshop I chose 
Wildlife Management in the 21st Century, we trav-
elled around Raystown Lake and learned about how 
they are managing their forests for bats, their in-
volvement in the American Chestnut Restoration 
Program, food plots and deer management, dealing 
with aquatic invasive species, and a few others. It 
was really interesting to see all of the different pro-
jects and management practices that were being im-
plemented at Raystown Lake. On Saturday, I sat 
through multiple sessions, ranging from White Nose 
Syndrome and West Nile Virus, to Whitetail Deer 
and Bobcats. Each session was full of information 
and great to listen to. Out of every session I learned 
about what they were speaking about, but almost all 
of them had another message, and that was the im-
portance in the interactions of wildlife professionals 
and the community.  

Throughout my childhood I attended camps, 
conservation and leadership schools, learning about 

wildlife, con-
servation, and 
management. 
Then last 
summer I 
worked for 
the Pennsyl-
vania School 
of Excellence 
in the Agri-
cultural Sci-
ences with 
the same 
goal, to inter-
act with the 
community, in this case high school seniors, and 
teach them about animal science, forestry, soils, agri-
culture, and wildlife and fisheries science. Having 
been on both sides of the discussion I realized the 
importance in this interaction. Hearing how im-
portant community interaction was from these indi-
viduals, strengthened my desire to work not only 
with wildlife but also to have that strong interaction 
with the community. I learned so much more from 
the Wildlife Society Annual Conference, but I think 
the best message that came from the meeting was 
how important the community interaction is in our 
field. I am thankful for the opportunity to have at-
tended the conference and gained much knowledge 
on some of the current research that wildlife profes-
sionals are carrying out.  

Name:    Nickolas Walker 
School:   Duquesne University 

 

I found my first Annual PATWS conference 
to be an extremely rewarding experience. The venue 
was beautiful, and I appreciated having a chance to 
present my research to professionals outside of the 
realm of Duquesne University. I was pleasantly sur-
prised with the interest my poster presentation gen-
erated, and had many great discussions with ecol-
ogist of similar backgrounds who motivated me to 
continue with my research. Coming from a primari-
ly genetic background, it was nice to get the chance 
to see how my work with conservation genetics 
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compares to those with a more ecological conserva-
tion background. It was also interesting to learn 
about the different genetic approaches that other 
labs are taking with conservation projects similar to 
our own in the Janecka lab. 
 I was also happy to meet my external re-
search committee member, Dr. Aaron Haines, for 
the first time in person. He was extremely friendly, 
and it made me happy to see the genuine interest 
and excitement he had for our collaboration. We 
had a great conversation over a few drinks with din-
ner, and I had the chance to learn a bit more about 
his students and research at Millersville University. 
I also got the chance to talk with both students and 

professors from other local universities, including 
Penn State and the Indiana University of Pennsylva-
nia. 
 The talks I attended were also extremely 
captivating. It was nice to learn about the efforts 
that other universities and associations are undertak-
ing for the conservation of local Pennsylvania wild-
life. I learned quite a bit about local conservation, 
and the positive effects that research is contributing 
to the welfare of wildlife populations statewide. 
Overall, I am extremely grateful for the opportunity 
that this grant provided me. Attending the Annual 
PATWS conference was a wonderful experience, 
and one that I hope to get the chance to do again 
next year! 

Pennsylvania TWS Objectives  
 

 To develop and promote sound steward-
ship of wildlife resources and of the en-
vironments upon which wildlife and hu-
mans depend. 

 

2. To undertake an active role in prevent-
ing human-induced environmental deg-
radation. 

 

3. To increase awareness and apprecia-
tion of wildlife values. 

 

4. To seek the highest standards in all ac-
tivities of the wildlife profession. 

 

5. To serve the specialized needs of Penn-
sylvania in wildlife resource manage-
ment. 

 

 

 

President……………...Jane O. Rowan 

Vice-President………..Calvin DuBrock 

Past President………. Margaret Brittingham 

Secretary……………..Samara Trusso 

Treasurer……………..Robert W. Blye 

Northeast Section 

Representative……….Kyle Van Why  
Website Manager……Jennifer Dzimiela Martin 

Newsletter Editor…….Lillie Langlois 

Membership  
Coordinator………….. Wendy Vreeland 

At-Large Members…. Sara Mueller  

   Tony Roland 

   Emily Thomas  

   Melanie Weaver 

 

—Who’s Who on the Board— 

2017 Executive Board Members 

Pennsylvania Chapter of The Wildlife Society 
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